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A look back at the past 
 

 
 

Collated as a reference for Urmston and District, this work is a guide only.  
The Urban District referred to encompasses Urmston, Flixton, and Davyhulme. 

It should be noted that this information is not for any commercial use. Any named persons 
and or establishments are only entered when of value and do not carry any endorsement. 

 
 

Acknowledgements go out to the libraries of Trafford, local historians, photographers, 
along with friends, and family. 

 
 
 
 

 

Preface 
  

While every care has been taken for accuracy, any errors and omissions are unintentional. Many 
indications are that words are misspelt, especially where reference is made to property names. 

This not the case but how they were introduced originally in documentation of the past. Any 
copyright issues are to be thought of as being forgivable due to the educational value with no 

disregard or disrespect intended.  
 

Many places are without detail, it is hoped that one day more will be traced by other students of 
the past who will continue this project with versions of their own. 

                                                   
 

The information herein has been gathered to enlighten readers about the district from its earliest 
times through to today. As a record it can never be finished, time does not allow anything to 

stand for long. The subject matter is none specific covering all and anything that might be of 
interest to readers with enquiring minds and carry thoughts about the district they live in or used to 

be a part of. The point is to enjoy the town, its past, and provoke memories for young and old. 
 

  
 
 

Cover: Original Logo for the District 
 
 
 
 
The earliest of times recorded show basic Celtic origins where two words reflect the era the words were 
Bollin and Mersey. It was only from the 16th-18th centurys that development took place after the infuence of 
the Danish invasions. Davyhulme was described as a ñlonely place on high groundò and lands were often 
Holmes.  The Danes referred to farms as ñTunsò giving credibility to some therories of our origins. It took the 
Medieval era to introduce the many halls such as Davyhulme, Urmston, Newcroft, Lostock, and Wittleswick. 
The Hamlets, villages, and towns grew out from these especially if located near a church.  
 
 
Any followers of the namings will understand that there are several differences of opinion regarding this. 
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¶ Abbotsfield Close. Flixton 
The houses of the Close are numbered as 1-10 with no further detail. The Close is nowhere near anything ñAbbotsfieldò being off 
Woodbridge Road at Woodsend. 
 

¶ Abbotsfield Park. (Public)          
Because of its location, on Chassen Road, it is also known as Chassen Park. This was once farmland as Abbots Pit Fields and 

home to Rose Lea until c.1935, accounted for here were other Shawtown fields named as Moss 
and Further Moss which were date around 1850. Its first amenity was the tennis court several 
years before a bowling green was installed. The courts were accompanied by a Pavilion to the 
side of Lime Avenue. Laid out for several soccer fields during the fifties this practice has been 
halted. For many years the park hosted the Urmston Agricultural Show. The Flixton Veterans 
Association. (Bowling) The Association was officially opened in 1948 with Councillors Wroe, Shaw, 
and Carnall, in attendance. A Club House was built in 1965 by Vic Hallam Ltd. They had a new 
pavilion in the park for 1972.  

 
The earliest calling was as Flixton Recreational Ground, this was rechristened in 1945 to Abbotsfield Park as a commemoration to 
the doctors, nurses and staff at the Hospital. 
 
There is a specific reason that the bowling green surface was sunken into the ground. During the 
war the area was dug out to fill sandbags leaving what became a natural hollow. Barrage Balloons 
were also a presence here covering the open land and the Abbotsfield hospital. The turf used for 
this green was reclaimed from the original green based at the Flixton Club on Flixton Road. This 
was the second green for the park the first was sold to the Conservative Club adjoining the 
Abbotsfield Premises.  
 
For the present it includes a Model Railway Club and is the traditional site for the Guy Fawkes 
bonfire night. An upgrade to the childrenôs play area is the latest venture supported by a Friends 
Group called the Parkies. Council minuets of the 1930ôs referred to this park as Flixton Park never Abbotsfield or Chassen. 
 
May Day Steam. Abbotsfield Park 

As a group the Urmston and District Model Engineering Society in association with the Lancashire 
Traction Engine Club put on a show to celebrate the 1st May each year. The displays of old traction 
engines, cars, organs, and machines of yesteryear were brought together for the amusement of 
all. 2011 would have marked 30 years of this presentation but it has reached the end. A series of 
events have forced the closure, economics, volunteers, local authority and taxes, all 
understandably putting pressure on a day that will be sorely missed. 
 
 
 

 

¶ Abbots Lane. Flixton 
The origin of the Lane is now believed to have its grounding as connected to land in Shawtown 
owned by Robert Abbot in 1630 and passed to Henry Abbot in 1674. This was then purchased 
by Henry Smith about 1717. By 1755 Woods became the known family here. In early 1800 
Abbots became Penny Lane that fell to be called Chassen Road. It gave forth the origin for the 
park there and its surrounds to be so called. Abbotsfield and Abbotsford are derived from this. 
In the original format this was the main road through Shawtown, and a toll was charged for its 
use. As previously noted under Abbotsfield, the park origins go back to Abbots Pit Field. 
 

¶ Abingdon Road. Davyhulme 
There are 64 homes down Abingdon with no commercial units. The majority of these were built around 1935. They were numbered 
as 1-66 but for reason unknown missing were 60 and 62. Later directories dropped the count to 61 homes showing some 
correction. Abingdon is a town south of Oxford. 
 

¶ Abodes. 
Included with this information are many local houses or home names. Few had a number; each abode being listed by a name only. 

It is hoped that over time more can be found to be of interest regarding these old buildings. Street 
numbers shown are as they used to be, in many cases they have been reassigned for postal purposes. 
Much has been traced through 'Sales' and 'To Let' adverts but in general it is only descriptive of the home 
itself or records an early date for its establishment. Any further historical value still requires searching. It 
should be understood that for the beginning years there was no real distinction between a cottage, a 
house, or a terraced home, most were called by whatever the owner felt like.  
 
Many homes after WW2 were called Sunshine Homes. This was a buzz word only in selling. Usually it 
was a house with windows front and rear to the living room allowing light directly through the house. As a 
guide to the past Flixton and Urmston, combined, had 376 homes accounted for in the 1841 census. 

 
Land transactions indicate cottages, farms, and homes were being negotiated in 1700 and before. Dates shown in this document 
are noted to be the earliest found and, in many cases, not the date of origin. Places like Woods Cottage and Lark Rise have 
confirmed date stones showing the 1600ôs. Shawtown information has been traced to the 1550ôs. 
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Auction Houses. 
Searching local advertisements show that the local hostelries were utilised as Auction Houses during the 
1800's. In particular were the Nags Head, Church Inn, and the Lord Nelson, with the Red Lion to a lesser 
extent. These establishments show prominence when it came to selling land, farms, and even cattle by 
auction. For the 1940's The Victoria Hotel became the center for real estate auctions in the district. 
 
 
 

 
Big and small. Urmston 
There was a time when Woolworths, Ridings, or the Electric Showrooms would have vied for 
classification as the largest shop in town but progress dictates that this is redundant as supermarkets 
abound and Sainsbury at Eden Square possibly takes the lead.  
 

 
 
The smallest shop is much simpler as they do not come any smaller than this 
place on Flixton Road. This shop has been operating for so many years it 
seems unlikely that any other active business can match its record. The 
corner door entry has been that way at least since the war but an actual date 
has not been reached for a beginning as the block dates from c.1885. 
Newspapers to eyebrows it has accommodated many business ventures. 
 

     A locksmith is open slightly down Flixton Road which is as small but as an extension of another building. 
 
Boundary.   
The subject of Urmstonôs boundaries arises from time to time. There is no real answer to the question as it all depends on the year 
that is requested. Survey maps show different locations as the years moved on, albeit small changes. For many years the River 

Irwell marked a boundary, but this was abolished after the canal was built thus, for example, some 
early versions included large parts of Irlam around the area of the ferry. By the time the canal was 
done Irlam had gained 114 acres from Flixton.  
 
Roughly, Mayfair Avenue divides Urmston from Flixton and Moorside Road splits Flixton from 
Davyhulme. The line at Stretford was drawn slightly after Firwood Avenue. There used to be a 
phone booth marking that point, now gone. Political boundaries have also changed many times.  
 
 

 
Builders. 

To find who built the homes around Urmston is an almost impossible task. Before 1850 it is anyoneôs guess 
with stonemasons and trades people finding work wherever it came. After this period the Spark and Sons 
yard became prominent with Mitchell & Spittall also in the business. A date of 1875 had Alltree & Jones 
advertising for bricklayers in Urmston. Borthwick and Wright built in central Urmston but one absconded and 
the other went broke in 1895. Few deeds show any names until around 1930 when it became a more 
frequent practice.  
 
Today Bainbridge, Maunders, Wimpy, Hosker, Modern Villas, Jones, Rough Cast, Wild Estates, Toft, Hill, 

Locke, Bold Bros, Persimmon, McFarlane, Shawcross, Kerr and Co, with many more, are recorded and known for their craft. A 
point of interest was that many classic homes were faced to the road with fancy or quality brickwork while the remaining structures 
were completed with a stock brick out of sight. Rendering has altered the face of many homes for the current market. 
 
Date Stones. 

For the whole district one important factor aids research and that is where date stones have been included 
in the construction. Some show times of 1600 to 1800 giving hints too with initials of either the builder or its 
occupant. For one enterprising house this has being continued along Woodsend Road where a stone is 
prominently displayed showing 2003 and some initialling. These stones cannot be rated as an accurate 
source as instances show they were often installed after a home was built or rebuilt. The lettering was from 
a surname, builders name, or to indicate a home name. These too could be etched in reverse order form 
creating more difficulty in proof of what they were to mean.   
 

 
Housing for Urmston. 
Census records show that in 1921 there were 2,000 houses for the area. By 1961 this figure was 12,750. It was estimated that in 
1966 the new total had reached 15,000.  
 
Post War Homes. 

In November 1953 the 1,000th dwelling built after the war was handed over to the 
occupants with full ceremony. The then Minister of Housing, Ernest Marples MP, 
attended with Councillor Mrs. Royle-Higginson representing local authority. The 
location of this home has not been disclosed however it is thought to have been 
included in the ongoing Woodsend Estate.                                                                                                                             
 
                                                                                                               Marples MP                                                                                                                                                                                   
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Pre-fabs.  Davyhulme 
World War 2 neared its end and there was a shortage of housing. 
(1940-44) Parallel to Lostock Road and on the Kingsway Park a 
series of prefabricated houses were built. This was to be a 
ñtemporaryò measure fulfilling a need for the time with only 100 
ordered. After 50 years, this temporary measure was replaced with 
modern homes, today making up Dover Park. (1990). There was a 
similar situation on Broadway, where prefabs had been erected in 
1945 and were still in use c.1985. 

 
                 Broadway                                                                                                                                                                        Kingsway 
 

The tender had included two bedrooms, a living room, bathroom, and a kitchen. A single tool shed came with the deal. 
 

Real Estate. 
The biggest local name in this game for the 1800's was Charles Royle. His reputation was beyond reproach when it came to the 
handling of Farms and Estates nearly everyone used his talents. With not that many houses around in 1890-1900 it was no wonder 
that Thomas Ogden Real Estate Office on Station Road was also the outlet for selling insurance. Further to this he was Secretary 
for the Liberal Club in the Gladstone Building for many years.  
 
Three examples for property pricing are, a two up and two down semi-detached on the Shaw Hall Estate in 1932 cost £475 and the 

huge mansion called the Urmston Lodge was sold for £3,790 in 1958. The UUDC bought Flixton House and all 
the grounds of the Worthington Wright Estate for under £70,000 in 1935. 
 
The most prolific real estate building ever advertised on offer for the district was Shaw Hall it appeared in the 
press with regular monotony. This was followed by Wibbersley, there was no market for the large homes of that 
era, and both were eventually to become small estates with cluster housing. 
 
When advertising a home, it was common practice to describe the building as practical as was possible for the 

1800-1900 eras. Of concern would be the size, number of rooms, perhaps stabling would be important to the buyer. Later it was to 
be Gas lighting, local water supply against a Well. Location too was high on the list as there was little in the way of transport.  
 
It was only after 1950 that the new added features were included because they were almost a novelty. Piped water for example is 
accepted today as would be a stove, and a kitchen sink but they were to be included when offering a home for sale. Some adverts 
included the fact that electricity had been installed during the period of 1940. The term of ñNewly beautifiedò was frequently used 
around 1880. 
 
For years an inside toilet became a necessity that had to be advertised, termed as a w/c (Water Closet) it 
was a luxury many didnôt have. Some went as far as including a fixed bath as against one you would hang 
from a wall. (Tin Bath) Following the demise of horse transport stables fell by the wayside and on offer was 
the Motor House. Electricity, the telephone, nearest bus route all began to appear to enhance the chances of 
sale. Amenities today show central heating, air conditioning, and even burglar alarms as sales features. 
 
 

¶ Acrefield Avenue. Urmston 
This avenue has a start of c.1935 with 18 houses, listed as 1-19 number 18 was missing. It was common practice to have field 
names given by their size or shape in the faming time of Urmston. This one is located in the Newcroft area as a no through road. 
 
 

¶ Acregate Estate. Penny Bridge Lane Flixton  
The site for Acregate was cleared of standing cottages in 1966, today it is comprised of 14 homes only one is flats. Odd numbers 
only 1-27. This was the site of the Flixton Bath Cottages and after the war the Frank Roles Dairy. The Bird iôth Hand is a neighbour 
as are the Acregate Cottages. 
 
 

¶ Addison Road. Urmston 1900 
Three Villas entered for this period, Dunheved, Edgcombe, and Endsleigh. The three are still 
recorded as such into 1911. Accounted for in 2010 there were 13 houses that include the same 
original villas. 
 
The Villas gave forth some names for 1938 in Number 2 were Misses Patience and Kitty Gooddy; 
No.4 had Thomas Emmett, No.8 John Jones, and last was John Faylor at number 10. 
 
 

 
 
Dunheved Villas. Addison Road 

The occupants of this semi-detached villa for 1901 were John S. Spurr and Harry Morton. This 
was the first of the three villas set on the north side of the road.  
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Edgcombe Villas. Addison Road 
A pair of semidetached located in the center of three villas along the north side of the road. In 1901 
William George Grisdale and George Morton were the homeowners.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Endsleigh Villas. Addison Road 
The end home of three in a row on the north side of the road in 1901, the villa was home to 
George Frederick Walkden and William Burrow. 
    
                                                           

¶ Albany Court.  Off Moorside Road Urmston 
1-47 occupied premises the detail available is that the complex was opened by Battle of Britain ñAceò Johnny Johnson in 1967. A 
link for its name is based on the Duke of Albany. 
 

¶ Albert Avenue.  Urmston  
This housing from 1870-1875 gave home to the early Urmston families that settled in the area. 
First noted as Albert Grove it was a single sided road of homes 1-43 west. Terraced on both 
sides of the avenue by 1901, the 19 units west and 15 on the east side all un-named. The 
avenue was one of two entrances leading the Jewish cemetery. An update for 2010 it had an 
added number of homes which totalled 40. Probably named for Prince Albert the Queens 
Consort, Albert Avenue in Flixton was changed to Bromley. 
 
Lonsdale. Albert Grove (Avenue) 
A four-bedroomed semidetached home only traced as of 1913 but without detail.   
 
                                                           

¶ Alderley Road. Flixton 1900                               
No names for the terraces on both sides of the road, 16 units west and 15 on the east side. Six 
of the semidetached homes went on offer by auction in 1906 they were a portion of the Bennett 
familiesô holdings from Calder Bank Farm who had purchased the plots from a Miss. Alderley in 
1894. Expanding by 1911 west numbered as 1-51 and east 2-56. Completed around 1920, 
there were 56 houses in 2010.  
 

Two shops, one each side of Alderley, are recorded for the 1900ôs. The first is shown as of 1903 
with Whitefield and Pridd operating as a chemist. George Marsden was engaged as manager and 
later Edward Shuttleworth became Chemist in 1938.  The second came as Samuel Woolly in 
1908 he worked as a grocery business for the area. By 1919 the grocer shared with John Henry 
Pearcy who sold fish. Reece a baker, and Platt a greengrocer, came next and into the 1939-40 
age. Lastly for 1986 H. Boyd carried a grocery and provision store here. Both have been re-
instated to normal dwellings and both could be addressed as Flixton Road. 
 

 
 

¶ Aldermere Crescent. Flixton 
The Crescent was established in 1935 and has 54 homes. 
 

¶ Allen Road. Urmston (Stretford Road)  
There was one building there in 1903 Hope Cottage which advanced to 14 by 1909. On the west side were 6 homes while east the 

two separated from the rest included Hope Cottage. Thereafter Elsinore Terrace and the end 
home called Ivydene completed the road.  
 
The street register in 1911 switched Ivydene to the west side but nothing else had changed. 
Fairholme was a named home found for 1940. The land at No.21 became available in 1972 for 
building on.1928 showed no change with only Hope Cottage in name. Differing for 1938 the first 
two west side houses were Lyngarth and Lynwood. Burnside came in on the east side as 
neighbour to Hope Cottage which was followed by The Homestead at Elsinor Terrace. This road 
comprised of 27 properties at the time of 2010. 

 
Bakery. 6 Allen Road 
This shop faced house was once the bakery connected to its back neighbour of Chasewood on Gilpin 
Road. It was established by the owner Wyllie, around 1910. For that time access would have been via 
Gilpin. Edward Dunbar was baker for 1928. Since that time, it has been home to a variety of business 
baring no resemblance to its origins. There is a connection to the Gilpin bakery of Charles Williamson. 

 
 
Burnside. 4 Allen Road 
Alex Thomas Whyte could be found here in 1938. The house on the east was semidetached along with Fairholme. 
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Elsinor Terrace. Allen Road 
The terrace of five homes could be found on the east end of the road in 1911. This road was 
once a cul-de-sac at this time and photographs show the terrace still there today as it continues 
into Rock Road. Early documents had it numbered as 1-5 but as it is known they should be even 
numbered and this has changed for today, 20-28. 
 
Fairholme. 2 Allen Road 
Advanced for sale as of 1952 this three-bed semi was standard as any in its offerings. Not known until 1938 when it appeared in 
directories for the first time. This east side pairing had William Spiby in Fairholme which was paired to Burnside. These 
semidetached houses lead off all buildings on the east side for today. 
  
Hope Cottage. 8 Allen Road 
The cottage in the 1898 directory was to be the first and only building in the road on the east side it 
housed Edward Bridge for this year. Miss Ellen Brown took her place here during 1938-39. The cottage 
has doubled in size from its early beginnings; it presents itself as the small white-faced portion of the 
current building. Home to the Fry family for many years before they moved to Newcroft House 
 
 
Ivy Dene. Allen Road 
This home was one of several that used the house of Normanhurst as a postal guide to its location. The home sat towards the end 
of the west side and followed Elsinor. The owner for 1909 was Luke Norbury living on this, at that time, no thoroughfare. The home 
disappeared once Allen became a through road. 
 
Lyngarth. 3 Allen Road 
The resident for 1938 was Walter Butterworth who shared the semi with Lynwood. 
 
Lynn Dene. 19 Allen Road 
Norman Gooddy is named for 1938 in the west side home that partnered with number 21. 
 
Lynwood. 5 Allen Road  
1938 had Harold Denyer registered for this house mated with Lyngarth. 
 
Oak Dene. 7 Allen Road 
The dene shows as a semi connected to number 9, Thomas Copely in house for 1938. 
 
The Homestead. Allen Road 
William Fletcher, who was a plasterer, took this óhomeô for his home in 1938.This house once featured as neighbour to Elsinor 
Terrace. 
 
 

¶ Alton Avenue. Flixton 
There are 10 homes numbered evenly 2-20. No further detail known. The calling is from medieval English, óOld townô. 
 

¶ Ambleside Road.                                  
As a road it was established c. 1910-1915 with the first homes being built there. Prior to this time Ambleside was treated as an 
extension of Parsonage Road with all homes named and addressed as such. For real estate this road took off around 1937 when a 
builder called C. Jeffries offered a new estate called the Nico Fields this has blossomed into 76 homes and 3 flats were built 
c.2003.  
 

1928 had: Belvedere, Fairhaven, Claremont, Silverdale, Mollington, Lacona, Woodgarth, 
Lodore, Grasmere, Heycroft, The Nook, Fryston, Rathbone House, West View, Wyresdale, 
Chez Nous, Lansdowne, Bruck lay, Wyncot, Northleigh, Craigmore, Marleholme, Treeton 
House, Barton upon Irwell Council Office Flixton, Parish Council Office, Maxwell, Rydal, 
Inglewood, Fairholme, and Dunard. A public footpath from Irlam Road to Ambleside was to 
be stopped in 1934 for new road construction. As far back as 1892 George Bent and Samuel 
Reade were at loggerheads over lands which were to form Western Road.  

 
 
Ambleside Care Home. 26 Ambleside Road.  
This is newer accommodation for the elderly in Flixton. The word has Viking origins meaning óFarmô or óPastureô. 
 
Ambleside House. Parsonage and Western Roads. 
 
Barton upon Irwell and Parish Offices 
 
This became a story of its own known as Ambleside House. 
 
Between Reade House and Parsonage Avenue was the Ambleside House. Parsonage 
was later to be claimed for Ambleside Road. George Prescott Bent was in residence 
there for many years from the 1880s and until he died in 1911 it was the only house on 
the south side. His son George Henry Bent took over the residence at this time.  
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A description in 1924 listed: Five bedrooms, three entertaining rooms, dressing room, bathroom, all mod cons. Outside was a 
garage, tennis lawn, stables and paddock, all situated on four acres of land that had an orchard. A current resident has added the 
facts of cellars and timber beams dating back to 1771 should be included, the beams probably brought in for a later re-construction 
as it is known that the date of origin is 1873. This particular acreage north of the railway line was called Ambleside as an entity.   
 
The house has been involved in many changes of use since its inception. First as a residence up to 1925 followed by the Flixton 
Parish Council who eventually moved after the amalgamation into the Urban District 1933. The Lancashire Council took home there 
next and, besides using it for offices they opened a school for youths. This was under the name of the Lancashire Education 
Committee. The tale continues with a home for the elderly c.1990 until it has, for now, returned as a home once more. 2004 
 
The Flixton Council was addressed as Barton upon Irwell Rural Urban District Council Offices Township of Flixton, Ambleside 
Road. For the time of 1928 the Clerk was Charles Faulkner, he gave this information to the enumerator collecting on behalf of the 
Slaters Directories. Fact shows that this was Ambleside House coupled to Western Road for its beginnings. 
 
ü Flixton Council. (12 members) Ambleside Road 

The offices were at 26 Ambleside where they held their last meeting in 1933 as amalgamation with Urmston took place. Two 
leading characters of note serving on this council were Lt. Gen. Samuel Stott and Squire Samuel Worthington Wright. The longest 
recorded service was held by Samuel Heywood Esq. who was in seat from 1904 to 1933. The councilôs documentation is held at 
the Lancashire Records Office with regard to the minutes of meetings held. (1910-1933) 
 
ü Lancashire Education Committee. Area 33 Office. 26 Ambleside Road 

Once the council moved out from this address due to amalgamation with Urmston in 1933, the committee moved in. At that time, 
you could talk to R. Whittaker B.A. who was left in charge. In 1948 council terminated the lease on this building. 
 
Under the same address was the caretaker Mrs Helen Lawson and working there too was George Frederick Smith who was the 
Relieving Officer for Urmston, Flixton, Davyhulme, Irlam, Cadishead, and Barton. 
 
A renaming has taken place it is now called The Ark. A few changes have been made along the way with the Education Committee 
adding a wing, the stables were removed, and the house extended at the rear. It has been made somewhat more practical inside, 
but the front facade remains for the future.  
 
Belvedere. Ambleside Road 
A 1928 listing had husband and wife operating from this home, Ernest Usherwood was a joiner and his wife, Elizabeth, a 
hairdresser. The house was noted as being the first building by position along the road. 
 
Bruck Lay. Ambleside Road 
Only a name associated with a home and no other detail for 1928 it was Percy Smith. 
 
Chez Nous. Ambleside Road 
French language may have been a strong point for Frederick Thomas Reece when he lived here in 1928. This has a meaning of 
ôWhere we live.ô 
 
Claremont. Ambleside Road 
This, as a 1928 version of Claremont, had Cyril Whittaker dwelling in the place. 
 
Craigmore. Ambleside Road 
The home of Walter Palmer in 1928 was called this. 
 
Dunard. Ambleside Road 
Feeling hard-done-by was Walter Wrigley during 1928 as he made home in the house. 
 
Fairhaven. Ambleside Road 
This house was occupied by George Scott in 1928 he was a Clerk of Works. 
 
Fairholme. Ambleside Road 
An Engineer called Gribber was comfortable here in this house during 1928.                                      1928 Fairholme 
 

 
Fryston. Ambleside Road 
A window cleaner of 1928 lived here at the corner of Devon Avenue his name was George Haynes. 
 
Grassmere. Ambleside Road 
To be correct this was the only home of this name that should be called Grassmere as it was 
the only house anywhere near being at the Grassmere corner of the avenue.  Henry 
Chadderton, as owner for 1928, lived there. 
 
 
 
Heycroft. Ambleside Road 
Herbert Ravenscroft had reason to spell this home in this way when he lived here in 1928. 
 
Inglewood. Ambleside Road 
Moses Whittaker described himself as a Master Builder in 1928 as he lived in the built-up home. 
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Lacona. Ambleside Road 
This house in 1928 had Charles Kirkman as resident. 
 
Lansdowne. Ambleside Road 
John Tynan, who was a farmer, occupied the home in 1909. Then by 1928 an accountant called John Baird, with a string of letters 
after the name, resided in the home. 
 
Lodore. Ambleside Road 
The home sat at the corner of Grasmere Road with 1928 resident James Dobson. 
 
Marleholme. Ambleside Road 
The relevant 1928 ñholmeò of Frederick Lambert whose occupation was not stated for the directory entry.  
 
Maxwell. Ambleside Road 
Living in the house of Maxwell for 1928 was William Edward Wilson. 
 
Mollington. Ambleside Road 
William Tunnicliff, a salesman, lived in this home for 1928. Mollington is the name of a Cheshire village. 
 
North Leigh. Ambleside Road 
1928 saw Harry Thompson as residing in the house he was a Tax Official according to the street entry for this period. 
 
Rathbone House. Ambleside Road 
In 1928 Mrs. Margaret Appleton called it home. 
                                                                                                                           Rathbone House 
Rydal. Ambleside Road 
Arthur Shaw found home here in 1928. 
 
Silverdale. Ambleside Road 
This was the house where William Woollam made his home for 1928. 
 
The Ark. 26 Ambleside Road 

A new christening for this home, the original name has been established it was Ambleside House. 
A religious group practicing Maranatha have installed the biblical title for their community residence. 
It was home to the Flixton Council for many years followed by the Lancashire Education Committee. 
The access to the grounds would have been through what is now Reade Avenue following the 
Western Road pattern and address from days gone by. (See Ambleside House) 
 
 
 
 

 
The Nook. Ambleside Road 
The name of Nook seemed to be popular for the early years and for 1928 Sydney Cohen followed suit. His home was on the corner 
of Devon Road.  
 
Treeton House. Ambleside Road 
Leonard Mayer was at home here in 1928. 
 
West View. Ambleside Road 
A draughtsman called Frank Hayes had this view in 1928 as he lived on Ambleside.  
 
Woodgarth. Ambleside Road 
Lawrence Yates made this his home for 1928. 
 
Wyncot. Ambleside Road 
No detail for the 1928 house other than its resident of the time, Wilfred Grey 
 
Wyresdale. Ambleside Road 
A óCollector of taxô lived in this home for 1928. His name was John Lewis. 
 

¶ Amersham Close. Davyhulme 
The Close has its origins from 1935 and has 56 properties to its name. The estate is joined by Bexley Close. In Saxon days it would 
have been called Agmondesham, a Manor, which has been corrupted into its present name. 
 

¶ Anchorage Road. Urmston 
Only 8 houses here with no known detail. The name arrives from the old house that once sat there called Anchorage. It was 
officially named in 1966 in agreement with Council and the Post Office 
 

¶ Andrews Avenue. Davyhulme 
Numbered as 1-19, nothing is known to elaborate on. The avenue is not far from the golf course and may hold some significance to 
St. Andrews the famed Scottish course. 
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¶ Arran Gardens. Davyhulme 
An interesting division for the Gardens where it covers three distinct roads off Shetland Way, they incorporate 51 homes into this 
complex situation. Arran is a Scottish word which means óIsland Dwellerô. 
 

¶ Arundel Avenue. Flixton 
The majority of the 131 homes around this almost circle were built here in 1970 and out of all this only one is flats. óEagle Valleyô is 
the Old English meaning to the Arundel calling. Barton upon Irwell was home to the Arundel Farm an 1800 vintage establishment. 
 

¶ Ascot Drive. Flixton 
Built in 1960 the Drive has 24 homes and is a no thoroughfare. Ascot is named from Old English which has the meaning of 
óCottageô. 
 

¶ Ashbourne Avenue. Flixton 
Only 10 houses make up the avenue. An interesting derivation, the word Ashbourne means óDweller at the Ash treeô in Old time 
English. 
 

¶ Ashburton Road. Davyhulme 
The road was an extension to Redclyffe after Dumplington Circle it was treated to sewers as an update to its construction in 1932. 
A footbridge installed at the road was a Leeming design of 1928 this was demolished in 1958 
 

¶ Ashfield Road. Urmston 1900  
Well established by 1880, on the west side Caxton Villas led to Addison Road. This incorporated 
several houses including Sunnyside, Daisy Bank, Fern View, and Holly Bank. Clover Nook was 
the last home before Higher Road. The Urmston Tennis Club Co. offered its grounds close to the 
corner of Higher Road for 1898. To the east starting at No.2 which was unnamed, were Lily 
Villas, Beulah Villas, Raymond Terrace, and Stanley Grove. The directory for 1911 shows 
Mossey Dell at 21 named but nothing else changed. Newer homes arrived in 1935 and today 
2010 it comprises of 40 properties, 6 of these are flats.        
 
 

 
Ash-Lea. Ashfield Road 
A residence offering for 1939 numbered as 26 and sitting at the corner of Stanley Grove with Mrs Lily Moorhouse at home. Ash had 
been there though since c.1880. 
 
 
Caxton Villa. 5-7 Ashfield Road 
The Villa is to be found on the west side of the road and it was the home of John Jackson at 
number 5 and Arthur Gilmore at number 7 in 1901. Numbers 1 and 3 turned up for 1911 but the 
issue was resolved once more in 1919 reverting to 5-7.  
 
 
Sunnyside. Ashfield Road 
This offering could be found in 1898 under the heading of Caxton Villas, living in the shade was William Bolan for that year. As a 
Semi it was attached to Mossy Dell. 

  
Dell and Sunny 

 
 
Mossey Dell. Ashfield Road 
The Dell (right hand of two) was numbered as 19-21 in 1911 and home to Allan Schofield who 
lived on the west side of the road. The associated home was Sunnyside for this pair. At the front 
entry the spelling is that of Mossy Dell. 
 

 
Daisy Bank. Ashfield Road 
Reference is made to this home in 1898 at number 23 with Mrs. A. Edleston the householder. By 1911 the west side house was 

occupied by Arthur Giles. Daisy was one of six along this collection of Villas, its partner was Fern 
Bank earlier named as Fern View, and only the following pair was named. 
 
  Daisy and Fern 
 

Fern View. Ashfield Road (Fern Bank) 
Number 25 Ashfield was called Fern Bank in 1901 and it had Elizabeth Mary Starkey living there 
with Elizabeth Wilkinson. Making up the pair was Daisy Bank in a group of six along this section of 
the road. Records show Fern View was the calling slightly earlier in 1889 with the Barlow family at 
home. The stone post at the present gate confirms this. The mistake probably occurred in recording 
the pair as Daisy Bank. 

 
Holly Bank. Ashfield Road 
1889 showed that Walter Johnson had occupancy with Henry Marrison, a bookkeeper, living here at number 27 in 1901. In a row of 
six this end one was mated to Clover Nook. The frontage was renovated in 2009 and the gate has possibly been re-installed to 
accommodate a wider entry.  
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Clover Nook. Ashfield Road 
This home came up for auction in 1881 complete with contents. The Nook sat as the closest 
semidetached house to Higher Road in 1901 with Walter Johnson at home. The house was 
numbered as west 29 and next door was Holly Bank. An engineer called James Dannah took 
Walters home in 1909. 2009 saw the exterior renovated in line with the other six homes coupled for 
the block. The pair are presented today as though they were both under the name of Holly, this 
could be by the moving of the gate posts. 
 
 
Lily Villa. 6 Ashfield Road 

The home, a semidetached, was on the east side of the road for that period with Baker and Gilmore 
families in residence 1898. The building shows a stone initialled as W J 1874 as it does with the 
neighbour Beulah Villa. Records have it that John Wood lay claim to both. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beulah Villa. Ashfield Road 
The Villa built in 1874 was numbered as 10 and 12 with John Wood and John Smethurst respectively 
at home here. It could be found on the east side for 1901. It carries a date stone initialled as W J 
suggesting John Wood had both built. The neighbouring Lily Villa shows the same mark.  
         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Raymond Terrace. Ashfield Road 

A typical home on the terrace for 1880 would have been four bedrooms, parlour, sitting room, 
kitchen and scullery, and bathroom. Two cellars under and added was the feature of bay windows. 
Seven homes made up this terrace on the east side, which were numbered 14-26 in 1898. Residing 
here at No. 26 were William Prescott and daughter Hannah who were the owners of Jawbone 
Cottage on Davyhulme Road until 1930 when the Burgess family bought it. 
 
 
 

 
Stanley Grove. Ashfield Road 

Two homes made up Stanley in 1873 with Alfred James Wood in one and Frederick Matley in the 
other. The semi was in the corner of the grove on the east side. Only 3 family homes make the Grove 
for the current times which is small and hard to find off Ashfield. The pair was called Stanley before 
the road followed suite in name. The main house of Stanley had five bedrooms, two receiving rooms, 
kitchen, bathrooms, laundry, cellar, attic, and a garage.  
 
 
 
 

 
Un-named No. 2 Ashfield Road 
From the picture the house can be seen as neighbour to the Nelson Bowling Green 
 
 
 
Urmston Boy Scouts & CLB Headquarters. Ashfield Road  
The scouting group ended the road at Higher in 1938. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Ashley Avenue. Flixton 
1-6 numbered houses make up Ashley which is a no thoroughfare, whose name comes from óAsh Woodô. 
 

¶ Ashworth Avenue. Flixton 
This small avenue has 8 homes. Ashworth has Anglo-Saxon beginnings and comes from the family that once lived in the Chapelry 
of Ashworth in Lancashire. This is a no through road with only one home found as named, it was Ramilies with as 1934 resident Mr. 
J. T. Wilkinson. 
 

¶ Atherton Lane. Flixton 
The lane was a localised calling related to the family of Atherton. It is doubtful it ever carried any official recognition.            
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¶ Atkinson Road. (Atkinson Street 1928) Urmston 1900 
The west side was home to the West Elms, this included Elm Bank House with The Elms and Oxford Mount. On the east side of 
the road the Victoria Villas. Housing and land here were for sale in 1881 to give indication of its origin. 2008 has many flats here 
and numbering which contains alphabetical addition to the 37 properties. Schofield Motors at numbers 21-23 closed up here in 
1958. Glebe House was built on the road in 1975. Suggested for the word origin is Son of Adam, Atkin is medieval for Adam.  
 
1928 added a cafe called The Empress Cafe and The Morris Hall showed as the Morris Lecture Hall. Three flats appeared at 
number 25 for the first recorded time. Later 1938 the Kiosk appeared at the corner shop and Van the Radio Man under the roof of 
the covered market. Lillicrap was a building merchant and next to the Hall was Elizabeth Greenhalgh as a chiropodist. For 2014 
there is only one block, West Elms, which remains from all the historical past for the road. 
 
Borland and Son. W. J. 1 Atkinson Road 
A company operating along here in 1940-7, they were French Polishers by trade and did refurbishing to furniture of all kinds. 
 
 
Elm Bank House. Atkinson Road 
1898 saw this house at the end of the block called West Elms and not numbered. Mathew 
Wheeler lived there at that time. A Christening for 1893 showed this address making it earlier 
than first thought. Disappearing from view nothing was written for here until the appearance of 
the Morris Hall. 
 
Friendship Social Club. 29 Atkinson Road 
1939 Hon. Sec. John Quinn gave this address for members and friends. 
 
Morris Hall. Atkinson Road 

1911 is noted as the opening date, it was carried out by Keir Hardie a 
politician. This hall was the home of the Labour Party for Stretford and 
Urmston. It has been found that the name of Morris arrives from William 
Morris 1834-1896. He was a general founder of the Labour movement in 
its infancy. The hall carried an addition to the name during 1928 it was 
known as the Morris Lecture Hall. The calling now included the Urmston, 
Flixton, and Davyhulme Labour Party. The Hon. Sec. at this time was E. 
P. Williams; he was still there for 1939.  

                                                                                                                                                               Hardie  
  
Staincross. 35 Atkinson Road 
The last house on the west side of Atkinson and Gloucester Roads was where Richard Lillicrap lived in 1928. He was the inventor of 
the Lillicrap Hone a razor blade sharpening tool. The area here now is industrialised and no longer shows any residences. Joseph 
Richard also ran a business next door to the Kiosk as a builderôs merchant, he owned the majority of the property on Atkinson. 
 
Lillicrap Hone. (Staincross) 
Joseph Richard Lillicrap, an Urmston man, lived in the home called óStaincrossô 35 Atkinson 
Road and c.1930 he invented something called the Lillicrap Hone. After Gillette patented his 
safety razor it was found that blades lost their edge very quickly, the Hone idea corrected this 
problem in allowing blades to be kept sharp after the use of this tool. The Hones were 
manufactured in Barnsley by a company called Wood Bros. Glass Co. Ltd. Any hones traced 
today would date from 1930-1942, they have become collectorôs items. The land where one was 
to find the Urmston covered market was owned by him and called Lillicrap Field. 
 
The Elms. Atkinson Road 
A home of 1898 situated midway along the west of the road. At home was Henry Edward Wilkinson. It was attached to Oxford 
Mount alongside with the same address. 
 
The Empress Café. Atkinson Road  
The cafe was run by Courtney Beer in 1928 with a listed occupation of confectioner. The cafe would 
have sat opposite the cinema on the west side of the road and as a portion of the block called West 
Elms. A change of owner and name the café became The Kiosk and had Miss Ida Seed as the 
confectioner in 1938. The Kiosk remained into the 1950ôs as sweets and tobacco. 
 
 
OôConnor. P. Atkinson Road 
Building and civil engineering was the business here, the address showed only as a site or yard. 
 
Oxford Mount. Atkinson Road 
No detail had been traced for this place entered in the 1891 census for the district until a directory for 1898 brought up George 
Dreber in occupation. The home sat with The Elms as neighbour. 
 
Ridehalgh & Co. Atkinson Road 
One of several industrial businessôs that occupied land along Atkinson. This was held by J. A. Ridehalgh who was into Electrical 
contracting for the 1950ôs. 
 
Van (The radio man) Turned up on Atkinson for 1938 at number 1 which was situated at the covered market there through into the 
1950ôs. Advertised, as engineers were Bennett and Seymour. 
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Victoria Bowling Club. Atkinson Road 
Although it was established as a part of the hotel it had its own address as number four on the west side of Atkinson.    
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Victoria Villas. Atkinson Road 
This Villa was to be found on the east side of Atkinson in 1898 and at the corner of Higher Road. It was a pair of homes with the 
families of Crew and Wilkinson in residence. For position it sat opposed to the Victoria Hotel Bowling Club. 
 
West Elms. 1-7 Atkinson Road 
Suited to its name it sat on the west side of the road in 1898, a block of four, with a notable resident the Reverend J. Woodford-
Causer of the Congregational Church who lived at number 3. One of the homes belonged to Mr. & Mrs. Baerlocker in 1906. 
 
 

¶ Auburn Drive.                                  
This newer housing is connected to the Auburn Lodgeôs past in that the retaining wall between 
the houses and the motorway belonged to the barn of the old farm creating a link to the 
present. Of the 28 houses many were only introduced to Urmston around 1965. Nothing odd 
about the name, it means óreddish brownô. 
                                                                                                              

¶ Avondale Crescent. Davyhulme 
Although numbered as 1-54 there are actually only 39 properties built on. An Avon was a óriver crossingô or óFordô during earlier 
times.  
 

¶ Aylesbury Avenue. Davyhulme 
This No thoroughfare showed up in 1938 as a block of 23 houses. 
 
 
 
 
 

B 
 
¶ Back Urmston.  

An early name for Higher Road, (Front being Stretford Road) Much cross reference is needed when searching Higher Road as it 
was called this for many of its early years. The homes and farms are dated from c.1840 they include several of the side roads for 
address purposes. 1871 showed a farm and orchard settled in at Back, Ciss, and Jack Lane, with other places like Lorne and 
Chapel Grove noted as being Back Urmston. 
 

¶ Bakeries.                                                                                           
Local bake shops or bakeries were a plenty in old Urmston. Entries are made where detail is 
available. Grangewood, one of the first, took home in what was the Chapel of the Urmston 
Grange in 1894. Another, Shephard and Newton, started in Railway Road 1906 then by 1919 
was at the corner of Lime Ave and Flixton Roads and called H. Shephard. For a small added 
interest, the late Isinglass too was once a bake shop and grocery store owned by Joe Powell in 
the 1950ôs. Princess Road hosted Walkers for many years and Williamson had an early bakery 
on Gilpin called Chasewood. 
                                                                                                        Shephard Bakery Davyhulme View    
 
 Flixton Bakery. Woodsend Road 
The bakery existed on the corner of Irlam Road in 1915 it ran as a grocery shop at the same time. Included in the business were a 
home with all appurtenances, stabling and shed. The bakery itself was made up from modern ovens, a mixing department and 
storeroom housing other bakery items. 
 
Shephard. Herbert George Edward 1875-1942 
As a baker in Urmston he was one of many. He is singled out here, as the information is 

available and should be recorded. After serving an apprenticeship in 
Chesterfield, Herbert opened his first shop at 75a Railway Road in 1906, it 
was a partnership called Shephard and Newton. This lasted until 1919 and 
then the Shephard Bakery at Lime and Flixton Road was opened. During 
the summer months ice cream was produced at the shop as a sideline. The 
difference to bakeries that followed was that the main product here was 
bread whereas the trend later was more into confectionery. Once the 
Davyhulme View bakery closed up towards the mid-1940ôs the shop was 
taken by Gerald Furnivall who continued without the bakery and as a 
general store. 

 
 
Snig Pie. 
This local delicacy for the district was made from eels caught from the River Mersey in abundance. 
Specific reference has been found for the Roebuck Hotel carrying the pies specially to enhance its home 
brewed ales as an accompaniment in the early days of catering. Jellied eel is still a tasty dish for some 
food connoisseurs.  
 
 



    14 
 

 
 

 

¶ Balfour Road. Urmston 1900                                                             
Terraced on one side only, Balfour had 25 homes in a row. As a road it crosses the boundary 
between Flixton and Urmston. (Princess Road) For present day 2010 it has 27 homes with 1 only 
flat. Balfour is a Gaelic word meaning Grazing Land.    
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

¶ Ballater Avenue. Flixton 
There are only 8 homes on this avenue off Balmoral Road. The order of St. Johns in Scotland is the origin for this historical name. 
 

¶ Balmain Road. Davyhulme 
Started in c.1930, 25 homes make up the road. The council accepted responsibility by paving the road with asphalt in 1934. The 
word Balmain appears to have strong Australian connections, but nothing defined. 
 

¶ Balmoral Avenue. Flixton 
Alongside Chassen Station the cul-de-sac has 18 houses from the 1935 era. The artist Tom Dodson lived down here during his 
lifetime in Flixton with another known, a retailer Norman Fairman, who had a TV and radio shop on Church Road. 
 

¶ Balmoral Road. Flixton 
The residential count for the road is 59. Scottish in origin and it means, from the majestic village. In its early days the road only had 
ten homes plus the Chassen Farm of Shawtown, 1938 brought forth that Joseph Bancroft was in control of the acreage. 
 
Owner Occupiers óBuildersô Association. Balmoral Road 
This group of people formed in 1953 as an association to conform with Councils requirements when 
it came down to building their own houses. The basis of the Councils rules was that each member 
would have to work for twenty hours a week and that none of the houses would be transferred to 
their owners until the whole project was complete. It was suggested that this method of building 
could cut costs by 30%. A portion of local pathways was half lost to this road. It was accepted due to 
the road and its pavement still providing access to the original path leading to Penny Bridge.  
 
Shawtown Farm. Balmoral Road (Aka. Chassen Farm) 
The farm known for 1777 was run by the Faulknerôs in 1800, until E. J. sold up in 1881, was quite a good size, 48 acres, and the 

house had a central front door created by a double front window. Its two stories comprised of a hall, 
sitting room and kitchen complete with pantry and storeroom. Two roomy family rooms made up the 
ground floor one of which had a billiard table. A feature of the hall was its large flagstone flooring 
marked with diamond fashioned inlays. Another excellent feature was its curved stairway leading 
from the hall complete with wooden banister. A landing halfway was dressed in a tall window and 
sitting arrangement. The second floor had four bedrooms and a box room. Barns, a hen house, and 
two horse stables formed a square made of cobblestones with a 30 stall shippon and hay barn 
located separately. Census gives Josiah Collier as farming in 1841 he was the son of Sam and Ann 
who had moved to Flixton from Carrington.  

 
The name of note here was Bernard Close, who took over from a family called Bancroft; he and later Ken Close ran the farm from 
1946 until moving to Acregate c.1956 and stayed there until that too fell to the UUDC. The council, after purchasing the land from 
the Wright family, proffered the land to contractors in 1979 for the building of flats and bungalows to suit the elderly. This land is 
now a modern estate of homes called Townfield. Confirmed is that Jack Kelly became the last farmer. 
 
 

¶ Barcombe Close. Urmston 
The small close near Winchester Road has no detail available for its origins. Combe is a Sussex/Devonshire word. 
 

¶ Barn Close. Flixton 
The Close in Woodsend has 9 houses. 
 

¶ Barnfield 
The Barnfield of 1909 was a no through road with all but two homes named: The Vron, Holmsdale, Teviotdale, The Moorings, 

Craigwood, Roker, Kingswood, Brooklyn, Strathallen, Woodseats, Nundah, Id wal, Penpol, Froxmer, 
and Cressbrooke. In 1911 the names of others came to light they were, Holmesdale, which became 
Hopedene, Wallaroo, Hillcrest, Woolengabba, and Luxmi.   
 
The house of Northwood became known as at 1918, the newer homes have an average date of 1920 
and make up the total today of 55. The road eventually became a throughway from Church Road to 
Southgate. Later discovered were the names of Cotton Stones and Barrinka in 1947, Caernarvon 
Gate 1956, although established many years prior to this. 

 
The houses of Barnfield are almost impossible to identify as they changed names repeatedly over the ensuing years very few 
have gate posts or signs to show anything of value in this regard. One home carries a date identification of 1926 but not a name. 
The calling of Barnfield arrives from the field on which it was established. 
 
By the time 1928 arrived there were 28 homes making up Barnfield and every one of them had a name. The list was long: The 
Vron, Holmdale, Northwood, The Moorings, Craigwood, Cribden, Kingswood, Brooklyn, Strathallen, Hopedene, Calder Bank, 
Homestead, Carrington, Foxmer, Hillcrest, Nashdon, Newlands, Lupin Lodge, Lochaber, Inglewood, Heathwood, Camborne, 
Rosemont, Heversham, Littlecroft, Merseyside, Lea side, and Newlyn. 
 



    15 
 

 
 

Barrinka. 32 Barnfield 
The house was average for the area, a three-bedroomed semi with a lounge, dining room with French windows, kitchen, bathroom, 
etc. Outside had a coal house and there was room for a garage. Mrs Florence Greenway called this home during 1938-39. It was 
newly erected c.1937.  
 
Brooklyn. Barnfield 
This no through road for the time, was getting going in 1908. To assist in its development James Hobson found home here. As a 
semidetached it sat alongside Strathallen.  
 
Calder Bank. 21 Barnfield 
This was home to Sarah McLachlan in 1918 and it was put up for sale on her sad passing. It was a modern detached home for the 
period with 4 bedrooms and a box room. The balance was made up with 3 entertaining rooms, a square hall, kitchen, cellar, etc. 
The garage accompanied by pretty gardens which completed the description. The purchaser Charles Green kept it until the 1920ôs. 
On to 1938 it showed as now in the hands of Fred Challis.  
 
Camborne. 20 Barnfield 
Wilfred Kay an engineer was living there in 1928, he was there into 1939 with perhaps more years to add. 
 
Carrington. Barnfield 
1919 showed this home newly named along Barnfield and at that time the house was known to have been in existence somewhat 
earlier. Only in lists of 1924 did it present a homeowner that of Frederick Sproston Bowen. Fred was unfortunate as he was 
declared bankrupt and the Electrical Maintenance Company that he owned had to close. 
 
Cotton Stones. 47 Barnfield 
Several homes down on Barnfield changed callings over the years this one is presented for today 2010 as an offering in this light. A 
name from the past here was 1939 and George Whiteley.  
 
Craigwood 9 Barnfield 
A 1909 detached home, but with little detail of its content. There were four bedrooms, and to 
compliment the rest of its seven rooms, there were cellars. The open view at the rear was an 
optimum sale point. Thomas Mitchell looked out at this south eastern picture in that year with Mrs 
Rabina Mitchell inheriting for 1927. By 1938 it belonged in the hands of Miss Jane Mitchell. 
 
Cressbrooke. Barnfield 
The last entry for 1908 in the street directory for Barnfield showed this home ending the road. Alfred Galle was resident there. 
According to lists, Mrs. Lucy Mills had this changed to Woolengabba for her term there in 1911. Barnfield altered names frequently 
so this is unconfirmed. Description wise it was 4 bedroomed with a box room and a large panelled dining room opened on to a 
conservatory. The hall led to the lounge and dining room adding kitchen and scullery as other features. 
 
Cribden. Barnfield          
The calling for another often changed home along Barnfield this one noted for 1925 as an available early date. 
 
Foxmer. Barnfield  
This was the next to the last house along the new road for 1908 with William Wilson looking after it. The detached home contained 
three entertaining rooms, kitchen and scullery, hall and wide landing, four bedrooms, bath and w c, later explaining there was space 
for a garage.  
 
Haynes. 2 Barnfield 
As it was with many named homes on Barnfield this may well have been something else for earlier times. Harold Clarke took it in 
1938 under any previous naming. 
 
Heathwood. 18 Barnfield 
Found for 1928 this wood was established for Bertram Dune as his home there, he remained through to 1939 and on. 
 
Hillcrest. 4 Barnfield  

Built c.1908 this was an early home for Barnfield. A detached, double fronted house which had and entrance 
hall, drawing room, dining room with a three windowed bay and inglenook, a study, kitchen with scullery and 
pantry. The upper level had four bedrooms and a bathroom. The home showed a partial cellar. The house 
was not named at first but showed as this in 1911 with William C. Houldsworth as residing there. Adam Stott 
was a well-known resident here for 1928. For 1939 another Stott name arrived that of Mrs Helen, to keep it in 
the family. 
 
 
 
 

Holmsdale. Barnfield (Holmdale) 
The second home along the newly formed Barnfield of 1904 it belonged to Sam Smith. This Dale was 
a detached house with three living rooms, four bedrooms, cellars, and an ample garden. By 1928 
Michael Benson had called the house Holmdale. 
 
Homestead. 23 Barnfield 
One of many named houses along this road this name shown in 1928. A detached building backing onto the Meadows, it had three 
reception rooms, kitchen, scullery, four beds and a box room, bathroom sep. w c, and a cellar. No garage but plenty of room for 
one. 1939 it was home for Ernest Maitland. 



    16 
 

 
 

Hopedene. 19 Barnfield Road 
Once owned by George Bolton Stott (1858-1934) in 1911, this home had its own coach house 
that has since been converted into a bungalow. This member of the Stott family was a Founder of 
the Cottage Hospital and a tireless worker in the newly formed UUDC in the 1930's. A clash of 
names had this house altered from Holmesdale it could have been Mrs. N. Stott for 1939 who 
attended to this as resident for the period. 
 
Heversham. Barnfield 
Another home found for 1928 ten years or so after the road was established. 
 
Id wal. Barnfield 
A touch of Wales brought into Barnfield for 1908 as the road formed its pattern. William Burton brought his touch to it as well when 
he moved in. Idwal is a valley near Snowdonia. 
 
Inglewood. 14 Barnfield 
This particular Inglewood was identified for 1928 with Mrs. Mary Crompton at home. Mary was still around for 1939.  
 
Kingswood. 13 Barnfield 
As Barnfield grew in 1908 as a cul-de-sac this was an early addition with Charles Albert Alker at home. Thomas Stokes became 
king of the wood around 1938. 
 
Lea side. 36 Barnfield 
This Lea was traced for 1928 in street listings with Leonard Derbyshire inside; he was a draughtsman who lived there until after 
1939. 
 
Little Croft. 26 Barnfield 
The croft was located in directories of 1928 among several name changes for Barnfield.  A school master going by the name of 
James Latimer carried out his profession from here till after 1939. 
 
Lochaber. 14 Barnfield 
This 1908 home is one of the few to show its name today among the many that kept changing over the years. It carried the same 
address as Inglewood in 1939. 
 
Lupin Lodge. 12 Barnfield 
The Lodge was signified by this common but lovely flower in 1928. William Pearce sat admiring them way into 1939. 
 
Luxmi. Barnfield 
This home was established in 1911 it had as occupant Norman Selkirk. 
 
Merseyside. 28 Barnfield 
This is a 1928 calling for an established home on Barnfield. At this time a commercial traveller by the name of Arthur Tyldesley had 
reason to belong. He remained with a later date showing 1939. 
 
Nashdon. Barnfield 
A 1919 home found named and to have arrived slightly later than most along here. 
 
Newlands. 8 Barnfield 
This home of c.1908 is showing that name for the present day. It is quite possible that this was 
not its beginning name as Barnfield was notorious for re-calling homes differently. R. H. Dawson 
a 1939 resident obviously did not care. 
 
 
Newlyn. Barnfield 
Found to be, in 1928. This name added to the long list along Barnfield with William Guy as homeowner. 
 
Northwood. 5 Barnfield 
By 1919 this name had slotted in between The Moorings and Woolengabba. Karl Baumann continued with the same name for 
1928. The well appreciated Faulkner family resided here for quite some time. 
 
Nundah. Barnfield 
Smith Dawson with wife Eliza arrived here in 1908 to join the expanding Barnfield in its no thoroughfare way. The home in 1927 
was called a bright semi overlooking the open country, a square hall entrance, three living rooms, and four bedrooms. The garden 
was inclusive of paving. Nundah is in line with several places on Barnfield as it has Australian connections. 
 
Oxford House. Barnfield 
One of the many Barnfield homes with a name change, this calling was dated 1910 when William Heald had it then later it was G. 
C. MacDonald living there until 1917. 
 
Penpol. Barnfield 
William Trevithick took possession of this house for 1908 along the newly developed road for the time. In that year the home 
possessed two reception rooms, five bedrooms, a bath with separate w c, kitchen, scullery, larder, it had cellars and well stocked 
gardens front and back. 
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Roker. 11 Barnfield 
For 1908 Barnfield was just being established and this home belonged to its beginning. The homeowner was James Frederick 
Webb. Roker, as a semi, was mated to Kingswood. Miss Margaret Hargreaves claimed it for her own by 1938-39. 
 
Rosemont. 22 Barnfield 
1928 found this semidetached rose among the homes of Barnfield. It flowered with three bedrooms, two living rooms, bathroom and 
kitchenette. A coal shed, tool shed, and garage completed the arrangement. 1939 homeowner was Sydney Rickard. 
 
Strathallen. Barnfield 

Barnfield grew very quickly in 1908 with this home adding to the numbers as Joseph Bracewell moved 
in. It was partnered with Brooklyn to complete the semidetached building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Teviotdale. Barnfield 
The third of a line along the no thoroughfare of 1908 this one belonged to Frederick Thomas Dodd. 
 
 
 
The Moorings. 7 Barnfield 

Ship shape for 1908 this home belonged in the hands of Herbert George Baggs. It showed as the 
fourth house into the then cul-de-sac. An engineer called Edwin Rose went to work from here in 
1939. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Vron. 1 Barnfield 
1908 saw the formation of the road which was a no through way this house began the many that 
became known by name here. It was shown as having Thomas Richard Roberts as one of the 
earliest inhabitants.  
 
The detached residence contained a good square hall with fireplace, two fine entertaining rooms, 
cloak room, kitchen with Triplex range, pantry and the usual domestic offices. The bedrooms were 
four and all on one floor, bath and w/c in one room. Electric lighting and an enclosed garden 
finished its informative details. Vron is French for commune and Welsh for a hill. Frederick T. 
Reece was here for 1939. 
 
Wallaroo. Barnfield 
An Australian sounding name came to Barnfield in 1910 the house was there earlier 1908 but this later year showed it being 
named. Thomas Wilde was the homeowner for this year. 
 
Woodseats. Barnfield 
Home to an early settler of 1908 Barnfield as it began its life. John Frank Ashton took possession here. 
 
Woolengabba. Barnfield 
The second home to carry connotation to Australia in the beginning of Barnfield the first being Wallaroo. This one appeared in 1911 
two years after the road began. Mrs. Lucy Mills was homemaker in this time frame. 
 
Wynthorpe. Barnfield 
Dated as 1906 this home fell under Westgate in actuality, although often referred to as Barnfield. 
 
 

¶ Barra Drive. Davyhulme 
22 homes create Barra which is close to Shetland Way. Barra is an island in the Hebrides. 
 
 

¶ Barton Avenue. Urmston 1900        
A block of twelve homes 6 for each side of the avenue and still the same today. During those starting days none was named. The 
best date traced at this time for origins is 1898 with an estimate of it being pre-this period. 
 
 

¶ Barton Moss. 
A Hamlet swallowed up into Barton upon Irwell in 1894. The census of 1901 shows it involved a population of 234 and 45 houses. 
This land is no longer regarded as having connection to the district. 
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¶ Barton Road. (Known as Barton and Old Barton Road renamed as of 1965) 
The road began life as a part of Croft Bank and Crofts Bank Road by 1935 had a mixture of old and 
new to its 45 homes and 1 flat. This road was "Publicly lighted" all the way from The Nags Head to 
the St. Catharine Church in 1887. Development to this area has brought forward a section now 
known as Old Barton Road. Some naming of homes is known from directories and real estate 
sales of the 1800ôs. 
 
Only the schoolhouse is now shown on this old section of the road. The actual school stands 
alongside the schoolhouse but closed and boarded up awaiting its future or demise. The road once 

carried such places as the Bromyhurst Farm and the pub called the Basson and Fiddle. It was also host to the St. Catharine 
Rectory along with several cottages. This road has been restricted in access from what is now known as Barton Boulevard to 
Barton Bridge.  
 
Bent Cottage. Barton Road  
First believed to be unconnected with the usual thoughts of Bent Lanes, this home was close to Barton Old Road and the junction 
of Redclyffe Road. It has been established that for those early years Bent Lane did go through to Barton Road. This cottage is 
dated around 1840 or slightly earlier and is only shown on maps without detail. Its nearest neighbour was Rose Cottage in that era. 
James Bent passed on here in 1865 followed by Joseph Bent in 1878 leaving the cottage and chattels up for auction. It presented 
as a small holding with stable, coach house attached, an orchard and fishpond, were included. 
 
 

Beech Rock. Barton Road 
The last house at Rivers Lane, it housed a gentleman called Charles Ball in 1919. Totally enclosed 
in woodland its origin is known as it appeared for tender in 1895 as premises for the caretaker at 
the Manchester Corporation Sewerage Works. Charles was still there in 1938 now noted as being 
the Manager of the Works. 
 
 
Bentcliffe. Barton Road (The Retreat) 

This house sits across from the Nags Head Hotel when found there was not any information 
available, but its name has Celtic origins. It is shown in the census of 1841 and on O/S maps of 1845 
as having a Smithy convenient for the hotel and its travelling guests. This detached residence 
advertised stables with the house in a 1913 sales pitch and a name for that time would be Guest 
William Phillips as resident. Found later was that the house had a hall with cloak room, four 
bedrooms, dining and drawing rooms, three cellars, all conveniences, and a greenhouse. The stables 
were now offered as a garage and there were 2,000 sq. yards of garden. A 1939 gent living here was 
John Pugh Temperley. 
 

 
Street directory entries did not follow this name for many years the only other home close to Brook Terrace around that period was 
called The Retreat and found was that James Bent changed the name to Bentcliffe in 1892. Showing up in 1909 and again in 1919 
with George Fell at home. 
 
Bent Terrace. Barton Road 

The closest point, to describe where this is located, would be at the Crofts Bank Bridge and 
behind the Nags Head. The terrace of nine built c.1875 is standing to this day. Typical here 
for 1882 were three bedrooms, bathroom, a parlour, kitchen, and scullery. A pumping station 
was erected here during 1957 to eleviate drainage problems from the close by brook. Living 
in No.6 for 1953 was Thomas Forsyth Justice of the Peace. 
 
 
 

¶ Bromyhurst. Alphabetically included here as a portion of Baron Road. 
 
The Hamlet of Bromyhurst sat alongside Dumplington, trapped between Davyhulme and the River Irwell. It was absorbed with the 
other hamlets of the region into what would be Davyhulme and Trafford. Recorded dates revert to the 11th Century for its history. It 
comprised of 120 acres of woodlands and moor. 
 
Bromyhurst Farm. Old Barton Road  

The farm 1705 was situated on the banks of the River Irwell Higher Dumplington. Records show 
it was there and occupied in 1909 by Samuel Mellor but eventually it went into the history books 
c.1997. Built for the Thomas Harrison family of Darby it held 175 acres of land which were a part 
of the Trafford Estates. They remained as owners into 1782. The site was subjected to an 
archaeological survey prior to it being flattened.  
 
 
 

The stable and coach house unfortunately went with the farm in its demise. It had wonderful high 
reaching doors that allowed coaches to pass, typical for its era. The 1930s had farmer James 
Farnworth at work there, he passed on in 2008 aged 86. The barn was one of the last to be 
removed; the survey indicated it was two storied seven bay. Originally called a threshing barn it had 
been altered into a shippon. Remaining in the barn was a dove cote and stone keeler. (Wash tub) 
 
The farm only retained some 50 acres at the time of closure. 
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Bromyhurst House. Old Barton Road 
The house was south of the farm and dated as the same during the early 1700ôs. Along with the 
farm it was razed in 1996. The Bardsley family who owned the Corn Mill at Barton lived here in 
1878. 
 
 
 
 

 
Bromyhurst Vicarage. Old Barton Road 
Sitting next to the farm it belonged to the nearby St. Catherine Church. The Rev. James 
Barrow was a known resident. His daughter Margaret married John Farnworth of the 
neighbouring Bromyhurst Farm. The building was used as a Karate Club during 1970-71. 
 
Brook Cottage. Barton Road 

The cottage is referred to in 1938 as being a neighbour of Wilderspool. Harry Oaks was known to 
be there into 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brook House. Barton Road (aka. Crofts Bank Farm) 

This house has been traced to John Rogers for 1897 he owned 17 acres here, all was sold out after 
he passed away. Found for 1911 was the well-known brick maker of Thomas Mosedale working and 
living there. The family of Sanders took possession and the small house with its yard stands away 
from the road this is still being utilised by the company. George Sanders is shown here for 1938 and 
it could have been slightly earlier 1930 as Herbert Sanders was farming in this area at the time. 
 
A small amount regarding the history of this house and its yard is 
known but sketchy. Mosedale certainly manufactured hand cut 
bricks at the rear. Herbert (Harry) and George Sanders operated a 

haulage company from here. The main line of business was Plant Hire, but they were contracted to 
transport ash and general waste to the dumps of Broadway and Kingsway now converted into 
parklands. Broadway Park incorporates the majority of the brickworks land. 
 

Brook Terrace. Barton Road 
The terrace of 1881 sits prior Broadway and on Barton Road and is numbered 1-6. The corner 
house at number 1 has been converted into a shop since 1933. The shop was offered earlier 
as having three bedrooms, kitchen, two living rooms, bathroom, washroom, and cellars. The 
first recorded shop found so far was that of Frank Stanley Lambourne. The business was 
Lambourne. F. S. & Co offering wireless supplies during the days of 1938. 
 
Broom Cottage. Barton Road 
This cottage was not actually on Barton Road being placed way out into the fields of this area. The nearest markers would be 
Wilderspool and Bent Cottage as it sat in a direct line between the two. 1864 is a date known being advertised for sale with, 6 
bedrooms, a dressing room, 2 entertaining rooms, kitchen and scullery that included a pantry. Its cellars had one confined to wine. 
Outside a stable and coach house completed the package. 
 
Croft Cottage. 
Found to placed north of the Crofts Bank Bridge and prior to Rivers Lane. 
 
Chestnut Cottages. Barton Road 
There were two nutty cottages tracked down for here in 1939. They gave the appearance of being a part of the Crofts Hall Farm. 
The first was occupied by Peter Moss a labourer, with the second as Charles Davies who was a horse teamsman.  
 
Croft Bank Farm. 
Believed to be one step away from the Croft Hall Farm. Herbert Sanders was known to be farming there into 1940. This could 
connect with Brook House and the Sanders family there as George Sanders was married in 1930 giving this as his address. 
 
Croft Hall Farm. Barton Road 
Close to the Crofts Bank House by listing address. Details are uncertain but it was north-west of 
the Brook Terrace. A brick building of two stories, the only feature was a small porch to the front 
doorway. The farmer in 1894-1901 was Samuel Faulkner. Mary Royle rose to the occasion for 
1919; she was aided by Ann Farnworth who was also a farmer of the time. Added to this her help 
came in 1928 from Herbert Saunders. Farmer John Royal turned as in charge for 1939. 
 
 

Garage. Barton Road 
A garage found in 1928 carried no particular naming it passed only as Barton Road Garage. Sited between Wilderspool Farm and 
House it was run by Charles J. Brown. For 1938 Parker Robinson was in charge and it was to be addressed as Wilderspool 
Cottage. 
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Green Gates. Barton Road 
A semidetached house addressed as being on the high road from Davyhulme to Crofts Bank. (Better known today as Barton Road) 
In 1878 this was home to Edward Ardern and for 1882 a Mr. Pike and Mr. Samuel Clayton lived there with the stables, coach 
house, and gardens. For 1906 it changed to be a cottage decorated and finished in fine oak making it to be perhaps a cottage in 
the grounds of the main home. 
 

Lilac Cottage. Barton Road 
The cottage sat near to the Wilderspool Farm with William Latham looking after the place. It could be tracked down as sitting 
between the Croft Cottages and the Wilderspool Cottages. Described as detached with an orchard and three fields it sold for £350 
in 1894. These were sold separately, the orchard raised £150 and the fields £1590. The MSC Co. who owned the cottage 
demolished it as un-inhabitable during 1936. 
 

Moss Farm. 
This farm was to be found after the terrace of Bent, almost at Kingsway. To be correct it was on Moss Lane with Seymour Bailey 
reaping the profits. (See entry under Moss Lane) 
 

Primrose Terrace. Barton Road                                                                                                           
An entry had to be made at the demise for this old c.1905 block. It was swallowed up by the latest Peel 
Holdings development in the area. Its last tenants held out there for as long as they could, but it was 
under a demolition order of 2009. This work was completed in 2011 leaving the terrace as no more. At 
this time Rose Bank that sat next door was also demolished. There were homes for nine families here 
with the cellar of No.1 housing a boiler system for the block. Many early residents show as being steel 
workers and it has been suggested there was a link to Taylor Bros. in Trafford Park for original 
ownership, there has been no confirmation of this. 

 
Rose Bank. Barton Road (West side) 
A semidetached sitting between Croft Farm and the Rose Cottage it was the abode of the Lambert 
and Jones families in 1898.  Newer names for 1938-39 were Farnworth and Euston. As this sat 
next door to Primrose Terrace which was demolished with the terrace by Peel Holdings for future 
development of the area during 2011. A document of 1881 stated Rose Bankôs neighbour was 
called Alsbach House; this has never been found or traced for further confirmation. 
 
Rose Cottage. Barton Road 
The cottage was a mile beyond the Nags Head Hotel towards Barton. In 1867 it was posted for rent and described as having 3 
large rooms below and 4 above, a wash house and gardens came before mentioning the stable and coach house. John A. 
Worthington was living here in 1898. 
 
Rudgyardôs Farm.  Barton Road                                                                 
Once sitting directly behind the Nags Head Hotel this dairy farm is long gone. The original 
house was extended over time and the outbuildings were as large as the farm itself. Thomas 
Rudgyard, the farmer, lived in the Crofts Cottage which was next to the terrace of Bent. 
Mapping shows this as Moss Farm where the farmers name has taken place. 
                                                                                                                                    

St. Catherine. C of E Church Barton Road.   
The 17th century maps show this church well established (1843-1973) alongside its neighbour of The 
All Saints Church. Both fell under the districts of Bromyhurst and Dumplington before it became Barton 

upon Irwell. Funding from Sir Thomas de Trafford ensured that Lady 
Laura Ann de Trafford could lay the foundation stone in 1842. The 
church had a peal of bells which were scrapped c.1960. The usual 
story of dry rot brought about its demise in 1972 however the 
graveyard still exists. Marshall Stevens can be found resting in 
peace there. An unusual feature for the church was a 100ft 
octagonal spire. A name for 1938-39 was the Reverend Harold 
Pierce who lived at the vicarage known as Bromyhurst Vicarage. 

 
War Memorial. St. Catharine Barton 

The memorial here was designed as an indoor tribute. It has been exposed to the elements for many 
years now eroding into obliteration. The stone was relocated when the church was demolished. A 
group have been trying to preserve the engraved names and have some form of shelter installed to 
cover the remaining stonework. A search was been initiated to find the responsible ownership and to 
engage the War Heritage Society for some assistance. This has not gone well, and the soft 
sandstone has now been obliterated of all reading matter. 
 
 
 

St. Catherine Church School. Old Barton Road 
This small cottage was still utilised as a Church of England school 
circa 1963. It was placed near to the swing bridge on the Old 
Barton Road. Records show a school was in existence well before 
this, actually the year of 1881 shows the Rev. Thomas Douglas 
Harland being appointed to the school at that time. It was usual for 
the head to live in the cottage adjoining which carried a date of 
1846 over its front door. The Mistress around 1939 was Maude 
Broome with Arthur Cookson in the schoolhouse. 
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The school and house are a part of the buildings Peel Holdings were to protect. This under an agreement with the various Councils 
of Eccles, Davyhulme and the MSC. They have all failed to comply, included here too, is the Barton Conservation Area (1975) 
which has no power to prevent its loss. This particular building was auctioned off in 2009 with the understanding ñit needs some 
attentionò for £168,000 to an unknown purchaser. There is an effort to refurbish the school and house buildings and it has been in 
progress for several years. 
 
The Retreat. Barton Road 

As a Retreat it was a calling for a home here that was to become Bentcliffe this occurred 1892. The 
only other detail was that here were stables, a coach house, and gardens with a hothouse. It was 
noted as detached. James Bent knew this calling living there during 1897; he passed away here in 
1901. James was Britainôs longest serving policeman. This building was later confirmed as Willow 
Bank for a follow up name. 
 
 
 

 
The Old Basson & Fiddle Pub. Old Barton Road 

Bromyhurst was home to this pub between the St. Catherine Church and the farm. Dated as of 
c.1840, or earlier, it survived into 1887. Mr. and Mrs. Lord were running the inn during 1847. Sitting 
on the banks of the River Irwell its removal came with the canal construction. The name of Basson 
was probably an old English derivation of bassoon or a simple spelling error. Built as an ordinary 
cottage it followed the practice of conversion into an ale house. 
 
 
 
 

 
West View. Barton Road 
The description for this address showed little, only a thought that it was at a point where Barton changed to Redclyffe. They were 
numbered as 1-2 with Esther Ann Taylor in No.1 and Elizabeth Dickinson in No.2. 
  
 
Wilderspool House. Barton 
Shown on maps of 1782, it was owned by a Mr. Rogerson, with the next family name as Spafford 1861-1898. (Noted as being in 
the cottage later) As a house it survived a number of years after the M62 motorway came in this area. For 1887 is was to be let at 
this time and showed six bedrooms, two sitting rooms and two kitchens, scullery, attics, all cellared under, coach house with 
stables, paddock with large gardens. During the years of 1930 to 1940 Charles Spafford and family appears to have lived in one or 
the other Wilderspool abode. A last name was Farnworth, a brother to the family at Bromyhurst. 
 
Wilderspool. Barton Road Crofts Bank 
With so many named buildings as Wilderspool this one carried nothing other than the one word. The street directory stated it clearly 
separate from all the others carrying the various names of this old establishment placing it next to the cottage. Mrs. Caroline 
Spafford played house here in 1901. Research shows many people recorded as living in one or other of the callings. Jane 
Hodgkinson was married from here in 1849 to Johan Benson. 
 
Wilderspool Cottage and Hawthorne Cottage. Barton Road Crofts Bank  
This portion of Crofts Bank Road became Barton Road. Spread around this acreage were the various buildings listed under 
Wilderspool. The cottages were one of these and for 1871 in residence was Joseph Jackson who raised pigs and poultry. 1894 the 
home maker was William Barlow followed by John Buckley 1898 and Robert O. McIlrick during 1901. Found later was that there 
were at least two cottages here following on from Lilac Cottage. The second carried the name of Hawthorne being under this calling 
during 1938 and on. For that year, the name R. Pownall came up with Parker Robinson as being in Wilderspool Cottage.  
 
Wilderspool Hall and Farm. Barton Road Crofts Bank  
The farm was way off Crofts Bank Road, but it was the closest address registered. The house recorded in 1781 was centrally 
between the Nags Head and Barton Bridge. Before any of the changes in this area it was all Wilderspool Woods. It was a 

gentlemanôs residence at the outset and recorded with Ashton Burgess there in 1838-1858.  
 
This was to become a farm later in its life. Mrs. Jane Garner had the honour of farming there for 
1938-39 after Job and Fredrick Garner in 1929. The Hall was demolished in 1963 and the lands 
became part of the farm. The farm, which was south of the hall, had Peter Warburton there in 
1894-1898. The farm followed being razed in 1967-8 and is home today for the Travel Inn. The 
final buildings fell by 1970 as Wimpey had development approved, it was to originally be called 
the Moss Lane Estate. 
 
 

 
 
Willow Bank. Barton Road  
There was little information available for this home until 1946 when it came up for auction. It has been established that this was an 
extension to Bentcliffe and once called the Retreat. The sale it indicated two bedrooms, box room, hall, lounge and dining rooms, 
kitchenette with back to back range, bath and w/c, below carried wash, coal, and keeping cellars. It has been found that the 1938-
39 period was occupied by a physician and surgeon named as Eric Hanson Evison. M.R.C.S. L.R.C.P.   
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Barton 
 
Barton upon Irwell.  
This civil parish was known as Lancashire Ancient County until 1894. It then became Barton under what was known as the Poor 
Law Union. In 1930 as a registered sub-district it lasted until 1933 when once more it changed hands. Barton became a part of 
Eccles and subsequently Salford. (Barton upon Irwell Flixton Office See Flixton Council) St Catherines Church fell as a portion of 
this Eccles/ Salford arrangement.  
 
Barton Aerodrome.  
For interest only due to its proximity. 

 
In 1987 the control tower at this airport was listed as a 
heritage structure Grade 2. Proposed in 1928 and built only 
in 1937 its rarity arrives from it being the first Municipal 
Airport in the world. The airport opened in 1930. Peel 
Holdings are now the administrators of the field and as of 
2007 it has been re-named as the City Airport Manchester. 
 

As a part of the inaugural opening the Kings Cup Air race was held at Barton July 1930. The show attracted 30,000 spectators and 
it was won by a Lancashire Club member called Winifred Brown in an Avro Avian Biplane. A further note affecting Urmston was that 
Ringway only opened in 1938 replacing Barton as the point of air entry. 
 
Its Heritage detail is as follows: The air traffic control tower is brick with reinforced concrete roofing. A three-stage octagonal tower 
rises from a single-story podium with radiating wings at its four corners. The podium carries a coped parapet above a soldier course 
and various windows with glazing bars. Lastly a glazed upper stage has a concrete balcony with railings. Access is via a reinforced 
concrete dogleg stair. 
 
Barton. Areas of interest 
Because of its nearness to the River Irwell, and later the Ship Canal, there were two places of 
interest there. First was a Stone Quarry and this was accompanied by a Corn Mill called J. G. 
Bardsley Co. which was removed in 1888. Both were to be found within close proximity to the 
Bridge and the Bridgewater Canal. The Irwell had a lock and weir at this point, one of many along 
the old waterway. The corn mill is recorded to exist in 1782. 
 
Although Barton Dock Road is slightly out of the area of concern for this A-Z it was still in contention having an address as for the 

most part it was regarded as Urmston. Arriving at the Dock Road from Dumplington Circle during 1939 to the left 
was a piece of history worth noting. Built in much secrecy a test establishment 
was erected for the development of Jet Turbine engines. An exchange between 
the Admiralty and Metro-Vickers brought about something called the B10 an 
experimental non-flight engine. It was modified to suit a Lancaster Bomber being 
mounted on the tail for testing purposes.  

 
The experiments continued through to 1943 when the contracts were handed over to Armstrong Siddley so that Metroôs could re-
establish themselves in the Industrial and Marine turbine markets. The ñBarton Testò was known to be in existence up until its 
closure and removal in 1993 and one wonders how many know of the importance this Urmston site was in the development of the 
modern Jet Engines development. Stories tell of broken turbine blades being embedded 4ò into railway sleepers which had been 
installed to protect the building after some of the experimental engines exploded. As the site was alone in the fields, it was 
specifically designed to avoid harm to the public.  
 
The Metroôs Beryl engine, a design to evolve from this, was used by Donald Campbell in 1955 for his Bluebird K7. The world record 
was broken without reaching full power. (202.32 KPH) He later went on to break this water speed in 1964 (276.33 KPH) but to show 
the difference for today the record stands at 317.58 KPH as of 1978. 
 
 
Barton Bridge.                                                                                               

The story here is that this crossing was attained by a boat c.1586. Only towards 1670 did the first 
bridge appear. There are records of stonework repairs in 1746. Before the swing bridge came into 
being it was confirmed as a stone structure crossing the River Irwell, in fact there have been 
several bridges built in the beginning days. Shipping was limited in size by this and only barges 
called óFlatsô were able to pass below carrying their cotton and coal cargo. The original road bridge 
is behind the aqueduct on this photograph. 
    
  

 
Brindley Aqueduct.   

Built in c.1761 it was the original route for shipping over the River Irwell. 
Brindleys was a solid stone, arched structure that carried water. The aqueduct 
got its name from James Brindley 1716-1772 who was the engineer hired to 
complete the canal. The Barton swing bridge and aqueduct complex replaced 
it. There are remains of the stone aqueduct preserved on the Eccles side of the 
canal marked by a plaque stone. 
 
James Brindley   
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Some testament to this construction has been preserved on the Eccles side of the 
canal. A portion of the stonework remains including a dated stone W R B 1824. The 
year indicated does not match actual construction it informed of William Rigby 
Bradshaw who was assisting in management at that time. This would have been 
added during further work later. Included here are several builderôs marks for varied 
use in levelling and alignment as they were to be paid according to this form of 
identification. The dismantling of the stone bridges came in 1891. 

 
Barton Bridge Complex.  
By 1885 the Bridgewater became the property of the Manchester Ship Canal Corp. At this time there was a need for a new bridge, 

and it was completed in 1893. A swinging aqueduct replaced the stone Brindley Bridge. MSC 
Corp is a subsidiary of Peel Holdings as of 2004. However, the canal at this point, and bridge are 
in a combined trust and not owned by Peel.  
 
In 1976 this area of 14 acres was designated as ñin trustò it includes the All Saints Church and 
grave sites along with several cottage homes. This was not a Heritage recognition, but a general 
agreement made by all parties involved. The Heritage award only came in 1987.  
 

 
The Heritage entry for this engineering feat states: Barton Bridge, Aqueduct, and Control Tower was amended to read as in 
Davyhulme with part in Eccles. The tower is manufactured from wrought iron and brick. Both the bridge and aqueduct revolve on a 
central axis to allow the passage of ships. The aqueduct takes the form of a boxed lattice girder 
containing an upper member and the channel remains full of water when turning. At the bottom the 
road bridge has bow-string lattice girders either side to the roadway. The 2 x 2 four story control 
tower with pyramidal roofing has an external staircase. A red plaque award was introduced in 2018 
by the Transport Trust honouring the structure. 
 
When first opened operations were controlled on site by a Bridge Master. A house was located near 
the complex to accomodate this position. It stands today 2016 but boarded up and left as derelict. 
Not offically as his home as the cottages were a part of Chapel Place. 
 
Barton Bridge. (Swing)  

Only recognised as important historically in 1987 when it was listed Grade 2*, the 
bridge, aqueduct, and control tower were added to our Heritage. In 1893 Sir 
Leader Williams was the engineer and the fabricator was A. Handyside and Co. 
Statistics for the road bridge include its weight of 800 tons it is 195ft long and is 
25ft wide. On a hot day the 64-roller hydraulic system often stopped working due 
to expansion and the local fire department would hose it down to reduce the 
temperature. The aqueduct is slightly longer at 235ft and the structure weighs 
1,450 tons. A re-construction of the bridge complex was proposed in 1959 
scheduled to be completed from 1962 until 1966.      
                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                Sir Leader Williams  
                                                                                                                                                   

Barton Bridge a Hansard (Lords) comment.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
During a debate regarding the proposed erection of the High-Level Bridge this comment is recorded in the official Hansard report of 
1960. ñThe Manchester Ship Canal act of 1885 specifically states that the company should not close the bridge for more than ten 
minutes at each time. As it takes eight minutes to swing the bridge this act leads to a lot of misunderstanding.ò The company later 
explained it takes a minimum of 22 minutes to complete the whole operation.          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
                                                           
Barton High Level Bridge.     

After the first discussions held in 1928 the alternate proposals were rejected. One suggestion was a 
tunnel this was turned down due to the extra cost of £720,000 over building a bridge. The second 
idea was to convert the exisiting Irlam railway bridge but this didnôt convince anyone that it would be 
cheaper than a new one or eleviate the congestion being too far away from the swing bridge it was 
to replace. This bridge section of the highway was first numbered as the M62.  
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During the construction of this bridge over the ship canal disaster struck. It was 1959 and some 
steel girders on the structure fell killing four workers. This was the first of two major accidents 
that occurred during its erection, the second causing two further fatalities. The bridge was 
eventually completed in 1960 and open to traffic with the motorway itself. It was officially 
opened by Sir Arthur Smith in March of 1961. It has been estimated that several thousand 
people walked the bridge to view this engineering feat prior to the opening to general traffic. 
The year of 2011 was the 50th year of operation. 
   
 
The bridge is 2,425 ft. long and has a gradient of 1 in 25 and it took 5,000 tons of precast steel. Reaching 100 ft. above the canal it 
originally had two 24 ft. wide lanes in each direction. Not being designed to carry as much traffic as is required in modern times 
modification came in 1978 and again in 1990 adding one lane to each side of the existing structure. 
 
Barton Hospital. Ship Canal orientated. 
Due to the number of accidents and incidents occurring during the construction of the canal the 
Ship Canal Company had a hospital built. As the construction progressed the hospital provided 
aid as required. 
 
 
 
 
Barton Power Station. Barton upon Irwell      
A site for the station was proposed in 1914 and built during 1920-1923, Lord Derby officiating, its 

twin stacks were added in 1933, a feature for many years; it was 
closed in 1973 and finally demolished in 1979.  
 
The station was powered by turbines made at Metropolitan-
Vickers and was coal fired. Prior to its more common name of 
Barton Power it was also called The Electricity Works. The B&Q 
now takes the space once occupied by this striking skyline 
structure. The building was the first to carry camouflage in 1941. 

 
      The original multi-stacks   

                                                                                                                                                                  
Bridgewater. Canal                                                                                                  
As early as 1675 there was a bridge over the River Irwell called Brindleyôs Stone Bridge. The 3rd Duke of 
Bridgewater, Francis Egerton, decided that it was possible to dig a canal that could carry barges across the 
Irwell from Leigh to Runcorn. This was in 1761 but for that year it only went as far as Stretford; later the canal 
was open and finally completed to its full length in 1776.  During one of the diggings in 1772 a gold Bulla was 
found. This was a Roman amulet usually worn around the neck.     
                                                                                                                                                     Francis Egerton 1736-1803 
     

Gornsey Cottage. Barton 
It is believed that this cottage was the beginnings of Mossfield House. In 1840 it was the nearest home to the lodge and foot bridge 
over the Bridgwater Canal at a point around a half mile from the Barton Bridge itself. The bridge, which did not appear on later 
maps of 1890, was called Turn Bridge.  
 
Mossfield House. Barton 
Built on the site of Gornsey Cottage by the side of the Bridgewater canal, its frontage looked out at the passing ships and barges. 
 
 

¶ Bedford Road. Davyhulme 
Leading to Hayswater Circle from Davyhulme Road1935 is advised as its beginning, there are approximately 26 homes there. 
Bedford is a name from the Shire. 
 
 

¶ Beech Avenue. Off Church Road Urmston  
The west terrace was made up of 9 units while the east had 11. The buildings numbered as 2-22 
which included one shop were for sale in 1897. For 2011 it is now comprised of 28 properties with 
only the west terrace surviving from the past. The best date found for this no thoroughfare has its 
beginnings as 1896. 
 
2 Beech Avenue was recorded as a grocery business in 1953. Ken Wilson suggested his shop 
here, but it has not been established as to where it stood. A 1923 Electrical shop was also found 
again without location. 
 

 
Hargreaves House. 21 Beech Avenue                                                                     
Recorded is that this abode was a residence of 1898, at home W. H. Hargreaves. Further 
detail has not been forthcoming. It has not carried any weight for proof as Beech back then 
was terraced only and may be misleading information.   
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¶ Beech Avenue. Off Brook Road 
A single house called The Winnats made up this road off Brook in 1911. Its name was changed to Fern Avenue in 1933 and there 
are a handful more homes today. 1928 the addition was Raygill making the avenue with two named homes. 
 
 
The Winnats. Beech Avenue (Now Fern) 
This was the only named house in the avenue which was first entered in street indexes for 1910 and 
on. Its 1911 keeper was an Estate Agent called John Best Wilkinson.  
 
 
 
Raygill Beech Avenue (Now Fern) 
This possibly belonged to a Ray and Gill when it was built but, in 1928, it was home to Mrs. Elizabeth Hudson and off Brook Road. 
 
 

¶ Beechfield Avenue. Flixton (Beachfield in some street directories) 
The avenue is estimated to have been built in 1925 with 15 homes. The Urmston Branch of the Spastic Society (Now as Scope) 
operated from 1 Beechfield during the late 1950s probably in a secretarial position.  
 
1928 for here was Springfield, Ventnor, Carnalea, Norcott, Ebor, St. Fillans, Meole Brace, Glenholme, and Birch Bungalow. 
 
Birch Bungalow. Beachfield Avenue 
It must have been lonely for David Englehard he was the only 1928 resident on his side of the avenue.  
 
Carnalea. Beachfield Avenue 
George Hill made this his own in 1928. 
 
Ebor. Beachfield Avenue 
1928 showed this as the house where salesman Percy Harrison was living. 
 
Glenholme. Beachfield Avenue 
The glen became holme to a commercial traveller in 1928 named as Leonard Clarke. 
 
Meole Brace. Beachfield Avenue 
This brace was held by Ernest Lear during 1928. 
 
Norcott. Beachfield Avenue. 
This was the 1928 home for Reginald Lishman who was a draughtsman by trade. 
 
Springfield. Beachfield Avenue 
In 1928 this abode was springing through the fields just off Craig Avenue. Boot making was the trade for its occupant, Fred 
Sixsmith. 
 
St. Fillans. Beachfield Avenue 
The Saint had a chemist called Henry Davis in attendance during 1928. St. Fillans is a village located in Scotland. 
 
Ventnor. Beachfield Avenue 
A 1928 structure for Flixton close to Craig Avenue, Ventnor was home to Daniel Griffiths whose hands bound books. 
 

¶ Beechwood Avenue. Flixton 
The avenue has only 9 houses with no further detail other than it is off Lawrence Road. 
 

¶ Belgrave Avenue. Flixton 
There are 20 homes on the avenue which dates from 1933. Belgrave arrives from the Norman Conquest and it has a meaning of 
óBeautiful Groveô. An unnamed home at No.8 offered large detail when placed on auction. There was a hall with cloak room, dining 
room, and lounge, kitchen with bungalow range, scullery, pantry, three beds, bathroom, and toilet. The garage was complete with 
conservatory over. Alongside the house was an asbestos workshop set in large gardens.  
 

¶ Benbecula Way. Davyhulme 
1969 is its age given and there are 68 known properties. Benbecula is an island in the Outer Hebrides. 
 

¶ Bendemeer. Davyhulme (Bendimeer for its beginnings) 
The 4 houses here are without detail c.1930-1935. An old map showed them to be on Old Crofts Bank, this is now confirmed and 
there is now a road/estate along here called by that name. This strange word has connection to Australia. After much searching it 
has been found that this small estate took home where the house of Bendemeer sat in the 1900ôs. This was the last home in 1911 
before Davyhulme Road. It belonged to the Cookson family who were also connected to Woodlands, their neighbour of the time. A 
well renowned owner was Dr Wolstenholme for a short while. 
 

¶ Bents Avenue. Flixton 
The 13 homes here, apart from the terrace, are relatively new 2005 and sit at the end of 
Bromley. Bents was around for many years before this as can be seen by the original 
architecture. Victoria Avenue c.1900 was shown as taking first call here for the area and only 
Lonsdale carried a naming. 
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¶ Bent Lanes. 
Before it was known as a road it was a Hamlet and covered the area surrounding what is now Bent 
Lanes. Several stories abound as to its naming. Some say is was so called after Edward Bent 1578 
who left the lands to his son John Bent. He had a connection to the Wesleyan Church in the area. 
Others offer the fact it comprised of lanes that were bent. As a last offering, in old English, Bent 
means the place where the rushes grow. None other than Bent family has any source for 
confirmation. One factor is that in 1782 the area of the John Bent tenement was called Bent Lanes. 
In 1838 a pair of cottages was offered with loom shops and orchards. They sat on land called Little 
Bent and Bent Croft and there was an acre of land to make it all inclusive.  

 
Notes re. The lanes. 
Some notes of interest are that the Lanes only received Electricity in May 1955. They got this after 
agreeing to spend £25 per year in usage over five years. In a development of 1957, a scheme to 
build "Over spill" houses here was rejected by the Town and Country Planning Association sighting 
the atmospheric pollution from Davyhulmes sewerage plant and the alternate site of the Irlam Ferry 
area due to the Irlam Power Station pollution. In an effort to preserve a little of the laneôs past, a 
pathway now exists where the early part left Davyhulme Road and joins at Woodhouse. The lanes 
in their original form and dated 1782 traversed through to Barton Road connecting to Bromyhurst 
and Dumplington Lane.   
 
 

¶ Bent Lanes. Davyhulme 1900 
Brookfield, Bent Lanes House, and Highfield View started the lane names preceding numbers 1-21 which ended at No. 23 Ivy 
Cottage. Homes here carry dates from the early 1800's. The Stickens Farm, Woodbine Cottage, Ye Old Farm, and Ash Cottage 
made up the remainder of the lane. Two acres of land came up for sale in 1963 to expand housing north of Redbourne Drive. There 
are 130 registered homes now. A foot bridge is shown on O/S maps, as far back as 1885 was located north of the remaining path 
that is available today at Woodhouse Road. Naturally it crossed the Bent Brook at this point before it was removed in 1905. From 
details provided during the closure it was a foot bridge only.  
 
Ash Cottage. Bent Lanes 
The cottage was early in its calling in 1878 it passed under this name. Mrs. Braham left this world in that year recording the name of 
Ash as her last abode. In 1898 this belonged to John Rogers, an engineer, for its next noted appearance as it sat being the last 
building after Ye Old Farm. Another name found was that of Mollie Wilcox who lived there in 1914. 
 
Beech Cottage. 23 Bent Lanes 

The cottage remained unnamed for the 1901 street directory but for this fact, it was there. Mrs. Lydia 
Mears was offering it in 1898 complete with an orchard and a portion of land across the road. The 
deal amounted to three acres in all. It was stated that Beech was actually a house and there was a 
cottage at the rear. The cottage/house was a direct neighbour to the Stickens Farm. 1782 maps 
indicate several cottage style homes at this point. Known dates for this cottage and its history are 
1604 with a suggestion of 1550 for origin. As of 2019 it is to be redeveloped for new housing. 
 
 

 
 
Beech House. Bent Lanes Path 
The old preserved lane has only this house left to show for the past. Its architecture is not of the 
1800ôs that were around for the Lanes start in life. The present pathway is void of any other 
structures to remind one of its histories.  
 
Bent Brook.  

The stream runs from Woodhouse and through Bent Lanes to the Irwell River. A survey map dated c.1856 
indicates this begins in Stretford under the name of Longford Brook. It meanders along in a rough parallel to 
Barton Road showing itself to distinctly arrive at Kingsway Park. It continues on to the Crofts Bank culvert 
bridge, through Broadway until it becomes the Bent Lanes Brook.  
 
Work began on the bridge there in 1959, Maunders created a diversion of 
the brook to allow further road changes. The piping the culvert for this brook 
continued in 1962 with the final laying 1965 Barton Road to Conway. 
  
Some detail indicated in the Ship Canal archives gives a termination point 
for the Bent Brook as being at Latchford in Cheshire. The photograph taken 

in 1969 showed the aftereffects that followed the Manchester Courage accident at Irlam Locks. 
The stream exposed its erosion prevention measures usually hidden under the waters. 
 
Bent Lane House. Davyhulme (Unknown) 
This house was found for 1873 and to be on the lane but unknown as to which it was from the several there. A óTo Letô sign in 1874 
had four bedrooms and two living rooms, two kitchens, and cellars, on show was a good garden that included fruit trees. There was 
a stable as an added feature and a cottage alongside could be included if it was required. A site for this house has been pinpointed 
to sit between Brookfield and Highfield View towards Davyhulme Road. John Wardle registered it as his in 1898. 
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Brookfield. Bent Lanes 
An unknown quantity other than it had a very early beginning of the 1800's. The two in residence 
here for 1898 were George Bennett who was one householder and a Miss. Martha Rogers in the 
other. The house name was dropped after 1903 from all records. Known is that at one time it was 
deeply into poultry and goat farming. The location was towards the Davyhulme Roadside. 
 
 
Days Farm.  
The farm had scant information about its past other than it was close to the Hulme Ferry. The mentioning of it being along the path 
called Brickhill meant it was also close to the Union Inn and cottages. Information shows it once stood around Davylands and old 
Bent Lanes, slightly further north than hints gave. This was found to be Yew Tree Farm under a farmer calling of Day. They record 
dates of 1938 to the present with Dorothy retired there. 
 
Foot Stick. Davyhulme 
The term ófoot stickô referred to a narrow tree trunk or pole used as a crossing over a stream. It is a rare term for todayôs mapping 
but could be found on ordnance survey maps of yesteryear. One such placing occurred in Davyhulme crossing what was then the 
culvert or stream called Bent Brook. The indication of this is shown in an 1845 map and it could be found roughly at the junction of 
Broadway and Woodhouse Road. In later years this was to be converted into a foot bridge. 
 
Guys Poultry Farm. 29 Bent Lanes 
As neighbour to the Stickens Farm the building had been in existence since 1717. It was home to 
Richard and Elizabeth Guy who married in 1902 they ran the farm and a grocery shop from the 
premises around 1930. This was a small home offering three bedrooms, living room, kitchen, and 
bath. There were to be included a garage and storeroom as outbuildings. The farm carried a date 
stone that was initialled as D over IAW. This plot was owned by the MSC. 
 
Highfield View. Bent Lanes 
This particular View did not carry an address other than its name for 1898. Living there for 1901 were Thomas Pearson and William 
McCarthy at the Davyhulme Road end with Brookfield and Bent House. 1889 is the earliest date known for the View at this time. 
 
Irwell Nursery. Bent Lanes1903 and again in 1905 the nursery was available to the public at auction. The two acres included two 
cottages, greenhouses, cart, and potting sheds. The business was being run by a Mr. Smith, but all searches have been unable to 
locate the owner or calling of Irwell in any records other than the auction. 
 
Ivy Cottage. Bent Lanes 
Ivy was the last-named home along the Lane before Stickens Farm in 1898. The cottage was 
numbered as 23 with John Tyson and John Brooks making it their home. It is possible the cottage 
exists, now divided into a semi its location is to be confirmed and verified. 
 
 
 
Stickings Farm. Bent Lanes (Stickens Farm) 

This old establishment is believed to have been built around 1723. In 1898 the farm was in the hands 
of William Rogers followed by Sarah Rogers in 1909. This farm probably originated as Stickings as it 
was in the vicinity of the Stickings Cut and Locks prior to the Ship canal. It was sold by auction in 1938 
by resident Mr. Samuel Bingham. There is a date stone R. S & A, at this time it assumed to be Rogers, 
S and A, added it gave the date of 1793. Eventual ownership fell to the Sanders family who are still in 
possession. Harry Sanders bred greyhounds at this location which was complete with a set of kennels. 
 
 
 
 

 
Stickings, the cut and bridge. Davyhulme (Stickens) 
A small residential area located around the Farm and Cut of the same name. The name carried several 
spellings with Stiggins the most common for 1880. The Hamlet of Stickings was occupied by several 
families for the time. Names like: Bent, Partington, Brooks, Rogers, Hulme, Taylor, Mathews, Johnson, 
Booth, and Royle, all holding homes in the area. 
 
To avoid several meandering turns in the River Irwell this cut was dug c.1718. It allowed shipping, before 
the MSC, access to a more direct route passed what was then called in dialect, Stiggins Island. Tonnage 
was restricted to the size of the locks and a maximum of 50 tons was imposed in 1720.  
 

A bridge was in existence for foot traffic across to the island. By 1890 
the Island was almost gone when the diverted Irwell changed as the 
new canal construction reached this point.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The farmers here manufactured this bridge for transporting cattle 
across the Irwell. 
                                                                                                                                                                               
 Turn Bridge 
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The Feathers. Bent Lanes 
This was the home of Ensign Ewart but at this time its siting has not been pin pointed. By 1782 map 
indication it was close to the existing Beech Cottage. Certain is that this is no more. A brass name 
plate that once adorned the cottage was preserved by the Sanders of Stickens Farm, a close 
neighbour.  
 
 
 
 

The Old Poultry Farm. Bent Lanes 
Mr. T. E. Wallis was the owner operator of the farm in 1920 numbered as 29 this carried the name of Ye Old Farm at other times. 
 
 
Whiteville Kennels. Bent Lanes 
The kennels were highly regarded in the world of Alsatians (German Shephard) approximate dates for this 
would be 1940-1974 the proprietor being Mrs. E. M. Pike. Confirmed names are Ernie and Edith Pike with 
the naming of Whitegate Kennels as an alternate. 
 
 
Woodbine Cottage. Bent Lanes 
Mrs. Fogg (Fogg Farm connection) lived here in 1898; the cottage was listed as being next door to Ye Old Farm. 
 
Ye Old Farm. 29 Bent Lanes 
Many occupants were attributed to this farm, too many names to list from the 1900ôs. It has been found as a small holding that 
carried a date of 1717. Its last calling was that of a Poultry Farm held by Guyôs. 1898 showed John Robertson in residence with a 
change by 1911 to Thomas Molyneux as the farmer. The quick turnover of famers suggested it was not a viable business with the 
cottage returning to a residence for the final days. 
 
Many cottages are offered as associated to the farm or at least neighbours; they remain as without detail other than when a located 
reference is presented. 
 
 

¶ Berwick Avenue. Urmston 
1995 was the basis for these 23 dwellings on the avenue. Its name origins vary from Scottish to Norse, the latter as óCorn farmô. 
 

¶ Beverley Avenue. Davyhulme 
Off Canterbury Road this avenue is home to 22 families. As a female name it stands for óBeaver Streamô. 
 

¶ Bexley Close. Davyhulme 
Adjoining Amersham Close, Bexley has 22 homes of its own. Bexley was an old London Borough. 
 

¶ Bingley Drive. Davyhulme 
This small section is made up from 18 units called home to its families there. Bingley is a place name from the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. 
 
 

¶ Birch Grove and Birch Avenue. Carrington Road 
Located close to the Flixton Rectory but built on the opposite side of Carrington Road. In the 
1890ôs this terraced housing was well established alongside its closest neighbour of Glebe 
Farm. It was at this site that a floodgate existed coupled to a sluice gate for control of the 
Mersey in 1848. The Grove housed six families whereas the Avenue only four. 1927 showed 35 
dwellings and two shops covering Birch and Morris. To bring it up to date this is now totally 
rebuilt as Morris Grove c.1985. 
 

Birch Place. Urmston 
Adam Stott and his wife Helen had a daughter Beatrice addressed here in 1889. Although without 
any further information the connection to the Grove and Avenue would seem obvious. Mile Road 
Chippy could be found here at the Terminus Birch Place this tiny fish and chips outlet was a familiar 
sight of the 1940ôs in the area and called the Chip Pan. The shop was actually a converted home 
extracted from the last terrace of Birch Grove on Carrington Road. Frequented by the bikers of the 
time c.1950 because of its close proximity to the Mile Road where it was used for racing and general 
showing off. The owners for the period of 1930-1955 were the Wilkinsonôs followed by Charlie and 
Joe Griffiths. The last owners were the Brady sisters who stayed until it closed c.1965. 
 

 

¶ Bishop Road. Flixton Near to Woodsend Park there are 39 abodes. 
 
 

¶ Blair Avenue. Flixton 
The housing is numbered 1-23 along this avenue. The housing here was offered as tender by 
council in 1960 it involved the building of 28 aged persons bungalows. The Gaelic tongue has this 
as óa field clear of woodô. 
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¶ Blakeswell Close. Flixton 
Housing numbered 1-10 back onto Lowther Gardens in Woodsend. The name of Blakeswell at this time is unknown for its origin. 
 
 

¶ Blinco Road. Stretford Road Urmston 
As this area of Urmston grew Blinco was formed with three homes to its name as of 1904. One called Heaton House started the 
road in 1910 but the rest remained un-named. Into 1919 and new names appeared, The Bungalow, Albert Villas, and Avoca. For 
2010, there were 23 houses. Jon Court, a detached bungalow, was found so named in 1947. It is thought that Viking raiders off the 
Scottish coast brought this name to Briton. 
 
1928 showed small changes with only four now named homes. They were Lyndale, The Bungalow, Glandeg, and Avoca. 
Albert Villas. Blinco Road 
The 1919 entry for Blinco had Walter Chaloner and Thomas Baker sharing the semidetached home. It is confirmed that Albert Villa 
was built in 1904. Walter Greenhalgh and David Smith became occupants by 1938. 
 
Avoca. 10 Blinco Road 
1919 showed this house to be in the hands of Harold Williamson and George Albert Spencer trailed him into 1928. Mrs M. Spencer 
had ownership for 1939.  
 
Glandeg. Blinco Road 
Alfred Low became owner for 1928 on the road of few homes. Glandeg is Welsh meaning ñcomelyò.  
 
Heaton House. Blinco Road 
The first date found for Blinco is 1907 and the house there belonged to Mrs. Naomi Heaton 
which would provide for its calling. Because of position and dating this is now suggested as 
being Lyndale and holding James Harold Heaton responsible for the change in 1919. There is a 
small extension to the house making numbering of old difficult to follow. William Hudson was 
1911 resident in the main home. 
 
Joncourt. Blinco Road 
This Jon had a lounge, living room with range and built in cupboards, four bedrooms two up and two down, bathroom with w/c, a 
coal house with tool shed. All contained in a detached style bungalow, there was little to indicate the local of this home by number. 
 
Lyndale. 5 Blinco Road 
1928 added this house which was once believed to be Heaton. A homemaker for 1939 was Samuel Davies. 
 
Parling. Blinco Road 
Samuel Pilling arrive late here calling this house his in 1939 with neighbour Avoca. 
 
The Bungalow. Blinco Road (Possibly No.13 for the present) 
John Robinson lived here for 1919. Up until early 1900 there was only one home on Blinco making, this one, a welcome neighbour. 
Further into the 1930 era you could still find John William Robinson here. 
 
Two new names are now known for Blinco, at 18 Hyde Away and 17 Meadfoot, both without detail. 
 
 

¶ Boat Lane.  
The lane was a short strip of road which led to the ferry at Irlam and the Manchester Ship Canal Incorporated as Irlam Road. 
 
Boat Lane Farm.  
The farm c.1830 had a close proximity to the canal and sat north to the end of Irlam Road or 
Boat Lane as it was called then. William Booth retired from farming at this address in 1893. 
William Warburton took possession for 1898-1921 as farmer of this land. He was followed by 
Robert Heaton as farmer. A new farmhouse was built in 1938 after subdivision of the lands into 
small holdings. Some detail of the farm appeared in 1942 it was then noted as having only 
4ϵ acres. Beside the farmhouse there was a barn, stable, shippon and outbuildings. An orchard 
and gardens completed the picture.  
 
 

¶ Booth Drive. Davyhulme  
More than likely named from the Booth Farm that was in the area it has 31 homes. 
 
 

¶ Bosdin Roads East and West. Flixton   
In the beginnings only one named home had been located for this road. Called Lincluden it was to be found on Bosdin west a semi 
numbered as 3. For 1928 a list of eight turned up for the road. The famous local name of Bosdin Leech springs to mind here for 
naming. The east side has 26 residential properties while the west only has 8. 
 
1928 Bosdin was referred to as Avenue and Road. For the Avenue it was Brooklyn, Cresswell, Fern Bank, Carbiere, Ashbourne, 
The Haven, Lang House, Kenmuir, Kemly, Arnside, Lyndale, Thelma House, Grenada, Oakwood, Brentwood, Lyndene, Burmiston, 
Fairhurst, Corralyn, Berwick, Morville, Dorothea, Oak Lea, Aberdour, Rockdene, and Glenmors. The Road again 1928 included 
Newhaven, Brookmount, Blencathra, Lincluden, Broom House, Eastwood, Brookside, and The Coppice. 
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Bosdin Avenue. 
 
Aberdour. Bosdin Avenue 
Clerking was Fraser Eganôs job in 1928 while he spent his time here. 
 
Arnside. Bosdin Avenue 
For Walter Barcroft 1928 showed he lived and worked for commercial travelling here. 
 
Ashbourne. Bosdin Avenue 
Joseph Flint called this his 1928 home he was a clerk. 
 
Berwick. Bosdin Avenue 
Decorator Thomas Wallace must have had a very presentable interior for 1928 here. 
 
Brentwood. Bosdin Avenue 
Reginald Faulkner, a clerk, was at home in 1928. 
 
Brooklyn. Bosdin Avenue 
Charles Lloyd a commercial traveller resided in this the first home located along the avenue for 1928. 
 
Burmiston. Bosdin Avenue 
Thomas Preston stayed in the home during 1928 when out he was a grocerôs assistant. 
 
Carbiere. Bosdin Avenue 
Insurance was Harold Pillingôs work, but his home was here in 1928. 
 
Corralyn. Bosdin Avenue 
This was Sydney B. Leylandôs home during 1928 he was a cashier. 
 
Cresswell. Bosdin Avenue 
1928 shows Gilbert Millar working as a draughtsman from this house. 
 
Dorothea. Bosdin Avenue 
1928 cashier George Grice may have been married to Dorothea for the time. 
 
Fairhurst. Bosdin Avenue 
Engineering was the qualification of William Bull it allowed him to afford the house. 
 
Fern Bank. Bosdin Avenue 
There was not an occupation listed for 1928 and Thomas Gibbons at this address. 
 
Glenmore. Bosdin Avenue 
As the last-named home along the avenue 1928 John S. Anderson would have claimed any prize. 
 
Grenada. Bosdin Avenue 
Another Draughtsman named, as Arthur Pearson was the 1928 resident for here. 
 
Kemly. Bosdin Avenue 
For 1928 Kenneth Monks left this home every day to work as a clerk. 
 
Kenmuir. Bosdin Avenue 
A 1928 engineer called Brian M. Hills lived in this house. There is a connection here to the Thomas Bosdin Leech tenement. 
 
Lang House. Bosdin Avenue 
Arthur Thraves dwelt here in 1928 a fellow draughtsman to his neighbour. 
 
Lyndale. Bosdin Avenue 
Living in the home for 1928 was Paul Miller. 
 
Lyndene. Bosdin Avenue  
A 1928 pattern maker lived here called Fred Gardener. 
 
Morville. Bosdin Avenue 
George William Dalton kept house for 1928 he was a clerk. 
 
Oak Lea. Bosdin Avenue 
Mrs. Annie Beaven maintained the 1928 residence as homemaker. 
 
Oakwood. Bosdin Avenue 
1928 engineer Arthur E. Vernon occupied this abode. 
 
Rockdene. Bosdin Avenue 
It was to be hoped 1928 ambulance man John Handley was not too busy around town. In 1953 a Justice of the Peace lived in No.3 
he was Mr. J. S. Lea. 
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The Haven. Bosdin Avenue 
Draughting was the occupation of Wallace Bowler as the 1928 homeowner. 
 
Thelma House. Bosdin Avenue 
A professional photographer called Robert Marsden perhaps kept a dark room here for 1928. 
 
Bosdin Road 
 
Blencathra. Bosdin Road 
Shown as a south side home it belonged to Frederick Hoffman in 1928-1938. Blencathra is a mountain in the Lake District. 
 
Brookmount. Bosdin Road 
Arthur Stimpson lived here as a draughtsman during 1928 and continued through to 1939. 
 
Brookside. Bosdin Road 
There were three homes down Bosdin on the north side for 1928 this was one of them. It became the abode of Thomas McLean. 
 
Broom House. Bosdin Road 
A farmer named as Harry Whitehead in 1928 made home along the south side of road. Insurance official Charles Corbett resided 
in the home during 1938-39. 
  
Eastwood. Bosdin Road 
East was to the north along the road where John McClaren made home for 1928. During this year 
there were only three homes on this side of the road. This one for 1939 was where you would find 
James McClaren. 
 
 
Lineluden. Bosdin Road (Aka. Lincluden) 
The house here was where John Jackson stayed while working in 1928 as a chemist representative. It was recorded as being on 
the south side of the road. This semi had three bedrooms, two living rooms, kitchenette and pantry, bath with w/c, garage, coal 
house and two greenhouses. John was still there recorded in 1939. 
 
Newhaven. Bosdin Road 
Marking the beginnings of the road 1928 showed the home of Newhaven with Stephen Smith in residence. John W. Wilson took the 
house into 1938-39. 
 
The Coppice. Bosdin Road 
This, as the last of three homes down Bosdin, was where 1928 resident Robert Carmac kept house. It was a north side dwelling. A 
Chef by the name of Otto Schaer was cooking up a storm in 1939. 
 
 

¶ Bowers Avenue. Davyhulme 
A count of 34 homes gives rise to this avenue which runs alongside the Trafford General. The avenue is named after Isobel Bowers 
of Davyhulme Hall. Park House is often shown here at number 59. 
  
Altran House. Bowers Avenue 
A detached home found for the year of 1934. It had four bedrooms, two living rooms, dining room, kitchen and bathroom, and a 
garage with a wash house. A 1939 resident was Edward H. Dickinson. 
 
Electricity Board. Bowers Avenue. 
The Stretford and District Electricity Board installed a sub-station mid-1930 referring to it as No.36. 
 
 
 

¶ Bowfell Road. Flixton 
Bowfell links eventually to Hayswater Road which was built to carry traffic with ease from Barton Bridge through to Carrington. Prior 
to 1937 there was not a direct connection to provide this important throughway. As a concept it was brought about by E. Leeming 
the Town Surveyor and Engineer for the time. Of the 38 properties here 34 are residential with 7 of these as flats. The road leads 
off with a post war Ambulance Station that was rebuilt in 1962 and it includes a Leisure Centre. For a period after WW2 it was home 
to a UUDC yard or depot. An antiquated milestone still stands along this road. Three reservoirs serviced the Stott Mill from along 
Bowfell and for a time there was a brick yard here. Some debate took place in 1935 with 
thoughts of retaining the ponds for boating and fishing. 
 
Street documentation of 1939 brought out a remarkable change where many homes were 
now named and found to be built in June 1931. The land originated from records around 
1891, it was held by the Bowker family who sold to William Haves. Eliza and Smith Dawson of 
Ivy Cottage (Longfield version) Flixton Road bought their piece of it in 1924 before moving 
into Brooklyn. This land to the north was to become the Dairy and Market garden held by 
William Haves on Moorside Road. The existing throughway, only a dirt road, carried a brook 
into the reservoirs of the Brook Road area. The list begins at Wythburn Avenue and 
continues as they were and not alphabetically. 
                                                                                                                          The Brook Road Reservoirs were finally filled in by 1963. 
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Bowfell north side. 
 
Abri Nous. Bowfell Road 
This was the first (Left of the two) on the row tracked down in 1938 with Arthur Broderick as occupant. 
 
Malvern Avenue 
 
Newmarket Cottage. Bowfell Road 
Next across Abri was Harry Gregory. (Left of the two) 
 
 
 
 
Rudgley. Bowfell Road 
Shop assistant George Broome placed himself here for 1939. 
 
Eaglesô cairn. Bowfell Road  
Soaring with the birds in 1939 was Benjamin Butler. 
 

 
Trafford House. Bowfell Road 
Not very original in its name but sufficed for engineer William Williams around 1938-39. 
 
Chiltern. Bowfell Road 
1939 homemaker was Mrs Hilda Nicholas. 
 
 

Wynyard. Bowfell Road 
J. J. Hindley lived in this yard circa 1939. 
 
Dorern. Bowfell Road 
The 1939 house for Florence Chapleo. 

 
 
Hazeldene. Bowfell Road 
Comfortable here in 1938-39 was Mrs Alice Ramsden. 
 
Brooklyn. Bowfell Road 
Insurance was the occupation of 1939 Tom Jones. 
 
 

Glen Esk. Bowfell Road 
M.B. Ch. B were the letters after Garth Stonehamôs name when he lived here in 1938.  
 
Heather Lea. Bowfell Road 
Ernest Petter sat among the heather during 1938-39. 
 

 
Lynton. Bowfell Road 
Perhaps the town of Lynton brought memories for Jack Bate who made this his home in 1939. 
 
Yorke Dene. Bowfell Road  
The last-named house along the row belonged to 1939 settler Mrs Edith Wood. 
 
 

Here is Craigs Road. 
 
Bowfell South Side. 
The shops of 1934 to be found after the Curzon began as two. As time passed one was 
added to the left of the block and two more to the right. This becomes obvious after looking 
at the brickwork, roofing, and styling. All adding up to the five for the present. 
 
It was here that the Maple Leaf Café existed selling its tasty griddle cakes.  
 
Robinsons Confectioners. 1 Bowfell Road 
The shop was run by Albert William Holden in what would appear to be closest to the Curzon for 1939. 
 
Regal Hairdressing Salon. 3 Bowfell Road 
No details other than Charles Edward Meredith Living over the shop according to 3 and 3a for the address. 
 
Irelands Hardware. 5 Bowfell Road. 
No details available other than a 1949 existence. 
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Rutlynd. Bowfell Road 
Harry Hindley is given for 1939 cornering Malvern. 
 
Malvern Avenue. 
 
Matley. Bowfell Road 
Only one house past Malvern it was this one that had James Hill 
at home for the years 1938-39. 
 
 
Bowfell Circle.  

As a circle it played host to many amenities, The Curzon, Urmston Baths, and just to one side the 
Princess Rooms. Urmston boasted other circles of a similar type, Davyhulme, Woodsend, Moss Vale, and 
Hayswater. The Circle originated with the road in 1937. New also for those times was Moorside Road 
from Corn Hill through to Crofts Bank Road. 
 
 
 
 

                      Bowfell, baths, circle, and cinema. 
 
 
Curzon Cinema. Bowfell Circle Flixton   
Built by a cinema giant called Ernest Nash-Eaton (1881-1957) who once lived at Highfield House, it was the only one of three 

cinemas left in the district. Proposed in 1934 it was to be placed at the corner of Moorside Road. The 
building at a relocated site of Bowfell was started in 1935; December 1939 is advised as its opening date. 
The stage area was 45ft wide and 20ft deep it had the feature of three dressing rooms available for when 
there were live performances. The architect was a Mr. Winstanley of unknown detail. 
 
Declining patronage brought about a twin cinema, and bingo, now it is a school for dance. Subject to some 
renovation it tried to survive against the newer cinemas available. The Curzon reopened again after some 
patching to the roof and repair of the heating system in September 2007. September 2008 and once more 
the cinema closed, they could not meet the criteria for the funding assistance offered by the Lottery 
Corporation. The school of dance has taken up the challenge expanding its classes there to encompass 
more of the building, as a cinema, it has ridden off into the sunset.  
 

Added here are some detailed facts: The Curzon Cinema was often called the New Curzon. This was developed by a company 
called Curzon Land and Development Company Limited who sold out mid-1950 to G. B. Snape a circuit of cinemas and booking 
offices. They had Cinemascope installed and a new Western Electric sound system was added and included cinemascope. For the 
modern films a screen 39ft wide and 16ft high became a necessity. As of 2011, it was owned by the holding Company of Curzon 
Enterprises. 
 
Accompaniment.   
The local cinemas were opened in the era of silent movies. This meant each having some form of music to accompany the films. 

The Palace and the Empress catered for this by means of the piano only the Curzon had a suggested, but 
never found or confirmed, theatre organ in its orchestra pit which was reportedly removed once 'talkies' 
became the norm. Since this entry it has been confirmed that provision was made for an organ, but it 
never got installed. A further fact was that at the Empress soloists and chorales often provided 
accompaniment to films dependent on the showing. A young Miss. Felicity Riley was prominent. 
 
For legal reasons council was forced in to charging a 5% fee to anyone hiring a public place where music 

was to be included this was copyright payable to the music industry. 
 
Urmston Baths. Bowfell Circle                               
The Baths were erected in 1932 and officially opened by Councillor Lt. Gen. Samuel Stott in March 1933. A day of free swimming 

was the prize in 1983 to celebrate fifty years of operation and the papers reported that 2.5 
million people had visited during this time. Surviving until June 1987 when the economics 
dictated that it was too expensive to maintain specially to update the filtering system. There 
were other concerns, the glass dome began to disintegrate, and the steel structure was rusting 
away. 
 
 

 
Designed by Ernest Leeming he saw the project through from start to finish. The 
Construction was by Brew Bros. of Cadishead and the steel work supplied by Edward Wood 
and Co. from Manchester. Royle Engineering of Irlam carried out the filtration system. 
Special gas lighting was installed by 1937 for full illumination of the exterior. The dome, 
which was glazed, reached a height of fifty feet above the water and, at the 4ft end, a fully 
equipped Gymnasium, and an additional feature was underwater flood lighting that included 
underwater viewing. June 1969 showed that the slipper baths were to be converted in a 
sauna unit. In 1968 the baths were kept open for a winter season for the first time. Vending 
machines were introduced in 1986. 
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The baths originally closed during the winter months and sporting events that included boxing or dances were held there. The 
supply and first erection of flooring was tendered in 1945 by the 
council, thereafter they did it themselves. Sir Matt Busby 
Manchester United, with the aid of Don Revie Manchester City, 
held indoor soccer coaching there in 1955. With some care and 
attention one can still see the original wall that encased the front 
gardens and entrance. The stonework is hidden among the trees 
and shrubbery but quite evident as it surrounds the present 
residences. The standard lights are gone from the two main 
posts. It is now a communal residential property called 
Charleston Square and a clinic. 

 
Bowfell House. Bowfell and Brook Road  

This was the new calling for the Brook Road Library building of old. The Art Deco architecture was 
removed for simple brickwork and a standard sloped roof. Only the entry columns are still visible. 
The house was available for community hire as it is divided into several spaces. This, as a 
landmark, was sold and as a landmark demolished in 2015. Bowfell is known for its Lake District 
calling. 
 
 
 

 
Maple Leaf Café. Bowfell Road. 
Griddle cakes were the speciality of this Canadian origin café. Sitting next door to the Curzon and a 
convenient location to the Bathôs it derived much business as passing trade c.1950. For a smile 
here was a Myna bird that greeted customers on their arrival or departure. At this time of 2018, it is 
now a takeaway shop. 
 
 
Milestone. Bowfell Road at Jackson Court                                                                                                                   

Few milestones exist on todayôs roadways. However, there is one on 
Bowfell Road that dates back to 1937. It commemorates the opening 
of the road, on one of its three sides, by the Vice Chair for the 
Lancashire County Council A. P. MacDonald JP. The stone shows 
Urmston and indicates mileage to both Manchester 9½ and Barton 
Bridge 2¼. The reverse side of the stone is 8 miles from Lymm and 
32 from Chester. 
 

 
 
Scarfell. Bowfell Road 
A housing complex sited on the grounds of the UUDC Yard of old. 
 
 
 
Urmston Sports Centre. Bowfell Road. 

No real details other than in 1987 the plan was approved. It now sits on what were parts of the rear 
playing fields of the Flixton Girls School. This particular ground once belonged to the Stott Cotton 
Mill and was the source of the reservoirs that fed the mill with water. When the mill was dismantled 
the rubble was used to fill in the wells. The complex has a small version of a library and a swimming 
pool.  
 
 

 
One item of interest is that the plaque that proclaimed the opening of the Urmston Baths in 1933 
has been mounted here as a memento of the occasion. 
 
 
 

¶ Braddon Avenue. Urmston  
Only 10 dwellings make up Braddon which was developed around 1928. It sits off Derby Road. A Braddon translates into a óBroad 
Hillsideô in both Irish and English. 
 

¶ Bradfield Road. Urmston 
Once called Chadwick Lane, it was home to some very old housing most of which has been removed during its redevelopment, this 
came around 1935 and it now has 71 properties 68 of these are residential. For current times only one carries a name, that of Birch 
House. Bradfield originates from Suffolk, Lords of the Manor there held ancient seats. 
 
Lowe Dairy. Bradfield Road 
A dairy many remember run by Alfred Lowe who included milk from the Channel Islands to his own. The official calling was 
Highfield Dairy, but the name of Lowe & Son took over. 
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St. Anthonyôs R. C. High School. Bradfield Road 
Land for this school was obtained around 1943 in a plan combining the English Martyrs Church 
and St. Hugh of Lincoln built in 1964 on Glastonbury Road Stretford. Once Chadwick lane was 
redeveloped in 1959 the site was developed for the school. As St. Paulôs, St. Anthonyôs came 
later, there appears to be some connection to the Manchet Field which was finally obtained to 
complete extensions to the school in the 1990ôs. 
 
St. Pauls. Bradfield Road  
See St. Anthony. The school celebrated its opening as the 50th anniversary arrived in this the year of 2011. 
 
 
Urmston Grammar School. Bradfield Road (Urmston Bank) 
A separate school for boys was opposed by the Parents Guild in 1955 but a new school was 
opened in 1961 which only lasted until 1991 when it closed down, the boys then returned to 
Ross Grove. This land today is all residential property. 
 
 
 

¶ Braemar Avenue. Flixton 
The 40 homes, that complete this avenue, sit along one of the lost footpaths of Flixton. A portion of the Penny Lane that went from 
Church Road to the bridge is now the divide to the golf course.  
 

¶ Bransford Road. Davyhulme 
Even numbers 2-14 make up this small road. Bransford is an old Staffordshire name. 
 

¶ Brecon Avenue. Flixton 
Close to Woodsend Primary School the avenue has odd numbered homes of 1-15. Brecon has Welsh origin. 
 

¶ Brentwood Avenue. Westbourne Road 
Numbered as north1-7 and south 2-8, 1902 saw this developing street arise coming up for auction as free hold. This naming is a 
corruption of óBurning Woodô. 
  

¶ Briar Close. Flixton 
The close which sits behind the Garrick and off Brook Road has 12 homes to its name. The Briar is described as a óthorny plantô but 
a nicer way of its recognition is Heather. 
 
 

¶ Bricks and Beams. 
1894 shows that Samuel Worthington-Wright was offering land in Flixton, its main feature being 
a bed of clay suitable for brick making. It was free of lime and had close proximity to a layer of 
sand. The land only described, as being on the High road from Flixton to Urmston does not 
confirm its whereabouts only the knowledge that this gives thought to a beginning. 
 
Reports say that Mosedale Brick Works was not the first brick maker in Flixton that honour goes 
to a company called Coupe who was utilizing the local clay there for several years. Bricks were 

also made in Urmston over at Newcroft where a works was established next to the Hall. A brick works has been traced to Cob Kiln 
Lane detail is unknown. Millatt, the farmer, had brick making associated with his agricultural holding in 1871. In another finding for 
1879 in Davyhulme there was a brick making operation that passed under the name of The Old House. Its identification being that it 
sat on Lime Kiln Field and comprised of two acres, this coincides with Lilly Bank on Davyhulme Road.  
 
Also, Davyhulme, the fields of Broadway behind Brook House were home to another of these works shown in 1910-11 as 
Mosedale. A new location for a Brick Works has been confirmed for Flixton. Appearing on the large side it could be found on the 
grounds known today as The Spinney close to Bowfell in 1891.  
 
 

When Urmston Hall was demolished in 1937 the bricks and beams were removed and utilized to 
build a house on Carlton Crescent. Beams in general would have arrived from one of the local 
sawmills like Spark's. Exploratory results show no actual brick called an Urmston or a Flixton, 
however samples of a Coupe Flixton brick can be seen included in the terrace of Pool Plat on 
Carrington Road. 
 
 
 

 
 
Brick Ground and Brickfield. Flixton 
In 1905 a postman called Joseph Green married in Worsley, at the time he gave his residential address as 4 Brick Ground Flixton. 
This location has not yet been found. A likely place would have been around the Brickworks at Mersey View. (Four Lane Ends) 
A house carrying the name of Brickfield is recorded in the census of 1851. No street address was given but with a possible 
connection to the Brick Ground. 
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Flixton Brickworks.  
Occupying much acreage of Flixton at its Carrington Road location the brickworks of the 1890ôs had 
been there for many years. This point was called Mersey View and the factory is now standing 
derelict.  Early in 1894 Thomas Mosedale and family lived on the Crofts Bank Road and close to the 
Nags Head; he was already into making bricks working from the Brook House yard. Thomas 

acquired the Flixton Works from Coupe Bros. in 1913. 
Recognition for another achievement is due to Thomas, he 
was President of the Manchester Brickworks Assn. In recent 
times a renaming has occurred for this section of Flixton, the 
Mersey Valley Conservation has established an area called Green Hill as a natural habitat 
south and west of the works there. The land occupied by the works belonged to the 
Worthington Wright Estate, it was vacated around 1972. 

 
 

¶ Bridgewater Circle. Dumplington  
Another newer circle installed on Trafford Boulevard which links to Redclyffe Circle at Barton Road.   
 
 

¶ Bridgenorth Avenue.  Urmston 
Old times refer to this under Moss Vale Road and up until 1935 it was called Highfield Avenue. There are 3 flats registered here 
and one abode as the road wends its way close to the school. 
 
Highfield Bank, View, and Villa. 
Three stately houses built at the rear of Highfield House in the 1860ôs and on what was called The Avenue and later Highfield 
Avenue. (Now called Bridgenorth Ave) These houses were built for the relatives of Samuel Taylor who was from Newcroft. Only the 
Villa remains of the three. 
 
The Highfield Bank was a large house built onto an existing cottage, big enough to incorporate six bedrooms and a billiard room. 
Badly damaged during WW2 the house had to be demolished in 1948. The entry into Bridgenorth Avenue passes over the spot 
where this house stood. An early street address was for Moss Road and it had, in 1898, Mrs. Smelt living there. For the 1939 
period it was Frank Gladstone. Two entertaining rooms and a study were included. 
 

 
The Highfield View was made up of two semi-detached homes where tenants came and went. 
Called comfortable in 1865 each had two parlours, two kitchens and four bedrooms. Eventually 
falling into the hands of the Urmston Council it was empty by 1974. A small private church stood on 
the site after the View was removed. At the View was 1905 occupant Fredrick Johnson with two 
residents for 1938-39 they were Robert Edgar and Walter Vincent. 
 
 

 
The Highfield Villa again was two semi-detached units but with an added third floor which made it 
tall in comparison to its neighbour. There were six bedrooms and two living rooms with no further 
information in 1914. This Villa still stands next to Birch House which is a new building, and it has 
been utilised as office space and living accommodation. The presentation from Bradfield Road is the 
rear of the building. Mrs Annie Purcell and Alfred Lowe show as residing here in 1939. Alfred was a 
well-respected dairyman for the time as Loweôs Dairy. 
 
 
Highfield Primary School. Bridgenorth Avenue 

The school occupies the remaining vacated land of Highfield House and sits 
alongside the motorway. There are no details available about the actual school or 
its history other than it opened in April 1954. This accompanying picture was 
drawn by a pupil of the Headmaster, Mr. Parfitt. (2009)   
      
                                                               With apologies and a smile to Mr. Parfitt 

 
                               A Blue Plaque is in place here as a tribute to Marshall Stevens whose home once stood here.    
    
    

¶ Bridle Close. Flixton 
With no number one, the Close follows with 2-10 in following numerical order. 
 

¶ Brighton Avenue. Off Woodsend Road  
Sometime between 1890 and 1903 the avenue appeared with six, then nine, residences. It had doubled in size through to 1911 
then, last noted in 2011, there were 22 properties there. 
 

¶ Brighton Grove. Off Woodsend Road 
Along with the Avenue this Grove arrived offering five homes for 1898 it increased to 10 families into the early 1900ôs. In neither the 
Grove, nor the Avenue, places were not named for this year. Building along here began around 1897.  
 

¶ Broadoaks Road. Flixton 
Broadoaks has 35 housing units built on what was once Shawcross land holdings. 
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¶ Broadway. Croft Hall Estate Davyhulme 
Once the road changes from Woodhouse it becomes Broadway through to Barton Road, it was adopted by council in 1938. There 
are 104 properties including the Bent Brook Hotel. Broadway was used as one of the two sites where prefabricated homes were 
erected to ease the housing shortage during the war the other was Kingsway. Origins date to c.1937 with the last 18 one 
bedroomed bungalows dated as 1965 to be built by Kenkast. 
 
Bent Brook Hotel. 161 Broadway   
Only established in 1962, it was considered a new pub to Davyhulme with Maunders as the 
builder. The hotel is named so as it sits on the bend of the local brook. Refurbished in 2009 it is 
open once again catering to the more youthful side of this area, modern style music and 
atmosphere being proffered to attract its clientele.  
 
92 Broadway. Davyhulme 
This became home to 1953 Justice of the Peace Mr. W. Morrissey. 
 
Broadway Park. (Public)                                                              

Around 1940 this area contained a small natural lake which was filled in. It became one of two 
major land fill sites now converted as grassed parks. It is of little use as anything else due to 
subsidence and poor drainage. 1953 had it connected to the Collingwood Recreational Grounds. 
A contract between George Saunders and the council was to land fill with ash from Barton Power 
and convert into grasslands. The Urmston Council erected dressing rooms and conveniences 
there in 1961. A sports pavilion was to be found but it caught fire in 1977, it gave the appearance 
of being rebuilt or replaced. The bowling green and club house are now closed with the green 
converted into a rest garden 

 

¶ Broadway Close. Davyhulme 
This Close is off Broadway itself and has 12 houses on it. 
 

¶ Broad Side Cottages. Flixton 
The fact that Wright Lea Shawcross married Lucy Ann Alty in 1903 brought this address to 
attention. They both resided there before heading to St. Michaelôs Church. 
 

¶ Bromley Avenue. Flixton 
The 30 homes of this avenue have origins back to 1890 Flixton. 
A London Borough is called by this name. The terraces here are 
yet to be established by name as they line both sides of the 
avenue. The avenue began as Victoria, later being changed 
once more, into Albert. Both of these were named in Urmston 
and so had to be re-designated. 
 
 

 

¶ Brookfield Avenue. Flixton 
There are 5 homes on this avenue that date from 1926. Related documents indicate land here from 1877 and owned by Wood of 
the nearby farm. Number 2 has a name that of Holnest, the meaning is unknown.  
 

¶ Brook Road. Flixton 1900 (Thorn Lane) 
This was the predecessor to Brook Road during the era of the 1800ôs. 
 

The date of 1848 and mapping for the lane has a brook and culvert directly associated. References 
show that in 1868 this was called Brook Lane formerly Thorn Lane. West at the corner of Flixton 
Road we have Thorn Cottage (Brook Cottage to some) before the newly built terraces c.1898 of 
Ringmore and Shaldon. The east side started with various homes numbered as 22-66 here they 
included the Co-op at No.30. Lastly, appropriately named, was Lane Ends at Moorside Road. The 
Eden Terrace appeared c.1903 as the neighbours to the newly planned Church. The year 2010 
showed 6 commercial and 50 residences.   

 
1928 for Brook Road found only a few homes with any calling they were: Ringmore, Shaldon, Lochiel, Lindum, and Gairloch, 
followed by Eden Terrace to round off the road. There is a reference to a Brookfield found for 1932-1933 with Mrs Robinson at 
home, it has not been found for location at this time. The terraces of Ringmore and Shaldon were joined as one in 2018 this was 
done with sympathetic architecture.   
 
Brook Road Methodist Church. Brook Road                                    

The original Wesley Church on Moorside Road became too small 
and costly to renovate. Therefore, on land donated by the John 
Wood family, a new church and Sunday school was built and 
opened in 1905. The opening was performed by Miss. M. Wilkinson 
and officiating was Rev. F. L. Wiseman. A stone laying ceremony 
took place in 1937 to mark the building of a new Sunday school this 
was opened January 1938 by Sabina Alker.  
 

Photographs show the magnificence of this Gothic structure which carried a large organ, wooden pews, and choir stalls. For 1946 a 
celebration was held here, it had seen two hundred years of Methodism. John Wesley arrived in 1746 to preach in Davyhulme for 
the first time. Finally, it closed to be replaced by a smaller modern church around 1978. The site presently is home to Loughfield. 
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Bowfell House. (Brook Road Library Building) Brook Road 
This 1939 Art Deco building was reduced to an inconsequential structure carrying no character 
what-so-ever. Originally designed by the County architect Stephen Wilkinson from Preston. 
Internal furniture and fittings were ordered in Oak, as were the book racks. Built from brick it 
looked classical, the design was not unlike a church with a tall entrance arch and a rounded 
apsidal end with plain bricked columns supporting the over 
sailing roof, lower transept-like wings with similar rounded 
ends and brick columns. A gabled bay entrance with the 
entrance again, showing tall columns. A room inside this 
library was named to honour Councillor John Newton. He was 

the founder of the library at Collingwood and had served on the library committee for 25 years. 
The inscription was enclosed in a wooden frame and hung in an appropriate room for 1953. 
John Walter Newton 1877-1955. The building was opened in July 1939 by T. A. Farrell. 
 
Efforts by the local population to retain this building as a Library failed to impress the Council in 1997. The building was renamed as 
Bowfell House, it closed in 1998 reopening in 2003 for community hire in general. A bleak future was in store as the building was 
offered for sale in the private sector. Developers have removed this piece of the past as of 2015 and a new care facility is to take its 
place in 2019. 
 
Brook or Thorn Cottage. Brook and Flixton Roads 

A stylish cottage from c.1800 and owned by the Brownôs sat on this corner that later was listed as 
the home of the Whitnallôs in 1901. By 1957 it was a newsagent and tobacconist called Stimsons, 
today refurbished back into a cottage once more.  The finely preserved cottage is noted of old as 
being Thorn Cottage. It is probably known to some as Brook because today it is addressed as 1 
Brook Road while its front entrance is on Flixton Road.  
 
This cottage has shown many people to live here each year the records changed with only the 
converted shop remaining stable, especially regarding the Whitnallôs George and daughter Edith 

who operated it as a dress shop and tailors during the 1890ôs. The cottage housed a well-frequented news agency, Jumps, around 
1938, Edith Jump was the name to be known.  
 
Eden Terrace. Brook Road 
Located on the east side with the Co-op as neighbour, this terrace made room for four families in 1890. They were the Rodgers, 
Gilbodyôs, Johnsonôs, and Heatonôs. Later directories show this to have been increased with Eden accounting for eight homes close 
to the Co-op by 1904. A property called by this name was a part of the Royle familyôs holdings. 
 
Lane Ends. Brook Road 
This was aptly named being the last building on the east side of Brook Road about 1890. Mrs. Martha Whitnall was a householder 
for 1901 with also there, Joseph Woodworth, and Jesse Pearcy. The three homes of Lane Ends have been redeveloped. 
 
 
Brook Road four homes. East 
Leading on from the church towards Moorside Road a pair of semidetached homes each of 
the four were named. Right to left; Lochnel, Lindum, Gairloch, and Craigmore. For an 
approximate dating they came about the same time as the church 1905. 
 
Lochnel. (Lochiel) Brook Road 
The home was recorded in 1919 as the next house to the Chapel on the east side of Brook 
Road. James Lincoln Collinge was living there as a Cloth Agent. The calling had small 
variations of spelling Lochiel being one of them. Robert Peel was a cotton salesman here 
around 1938. 
 
Lindum. (Linoun) Brook Road 
This home was well established before it was named in 1928. It was a neighbour to Gairloch shown as an early 1900 house. 
Different spelling over its years and by 1939 it gave the impression of being Linoun that had Arthur Bishop as being there. 
 
Gairloch. Brook Road 
The home of a brewer called Charles Robert Jolliffe it could be found on the east side of the road and close to Eden Terrace in or 
around 1919. A later resident 1927 was a steel smelter called Leslie Wass. Gairloch is Gaelic for a óshort lochô. 
 
Craigmore. Brook Road 
This home was built before it was named in 1928 in fact ten years earlier. It was placed at the corner of Clifton Road and Arthur 
Wallworth showed up for the christening. This was one home out of two semidetached after the Church. 
 
Ringmore. Brook Road     

Tracing old homes found this terrace sitting across from the old library. Referred to as Rangmore in 
early Slaters directory it is still occupied as accommodation from 1900. Ringmore did not show in 
1898 records. One of several features this group had was that of colourful leaded windows and 
doors. The small terrace sits on the west side of the road.  
 
The two terraces, Ringmore and Shaldon, have been joined as one since 2018. 
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Shaldon. Brook Road 
A slightly longer terraced home but the same architecture as its next-door neighbour Ringmore. The 
terrace, sitting on the west side, was noted for its decorative trim along the underside of the roofing 
and its ornate front doors. As Shaldon did not turn up in the 1898 directory, it is believed to be 
newly built in 1900.   
 
 
The Eccles and District Co-op was well established on Brook c.1897 and is entered with the CWS. It was the practice of the 
business to open a shop before building a permanent style of their own; here they did this in 1906. All in use for the present 
commercially in alternate business. 
 
Thornfield. Brook Road. 
The treasurer of the Davyhulme Council School, Charles Haughton, gave this address for his residence in 1924.  
 
West Side Shops. Brook Road 
Purpose built with accommodation over, the block came during 1930. The best list found so 
far was for 1938. This showed at No.55 Ellen Hindley as a Hairdresser, 57 a Butcher named 
as Alfred Holmes, Fried Fish for No.59 with Arnold Colewood frying. Two Grocers followed, 
at 61 Doris Cross and 63 Ken Jowett, number 65 and lastly News Agent James Wrigley.  
 
 

¶ Brooklyn Avenue. Flixton                                                            
The avenue and its housing are built on land that was Whiteheads Farm. They came into being 
circa 1918 with the known named home here of Roslyn at No.2. Western Road then leads into 
Brooklyn and it is headed by the Grange. Later a named home found, that of Westways for 
1941. For the avenue and 1926-7 it had 26 named homes in a huge development for the era. 
There are 41 homes currently to be found there, the majority of these came in or around 1980. 
Its origin is Dutch and means Broken Land. 1928 shows a lot more names for the time: 
Kenniston, Bromarsh, Cartref, Strathmead, Arnside, Everdale, Tyneside, Lingholme, 
Rookwood, Avondale, Elimina, The Kyleôs, Glen cairn, Clovelly, Kilrea, Crannyôs, Hather-sage, 

Ivydene, Seravale, Cristbank, West View, Ardbeg, Latosa, St Germaine, Wyecoller, Churston, Heversham, Rosieries, Wilton 
Cottage, Holme Lea, Fern Lea, and Heathfield. 
 
Ardbeg. Brooklyn Avenue 
Begging for peace and quiet was Samuel Normansell whose home this was for 1927 he was stated as being a foreman. Ardbeg is 
Scottish and has a Scotch Whiskey connection. 
 
Arnside. Brooklyn Avenue 
This became available around 1927 along the avenue. A blacksmith was occupying the house by the name of James Eyres. 
 
Avondale. Brooklyn Avenue 
Laying down the glove Joseph Gauntlet had this 1927 home. 
 
Beravale. Brooklyn Avenue 
1927 resident Reginald Brown made this home look smart he was a designer. 
 
Bromarsh. Brooklyn Avenue 
Topping the list of callings after 1920 this house showed the way into Brooklyn, it belonged to Frank Corran. 
 
Cartref. Brooklyn Avenue 
The 1920ôs house, which was third in line along the avenue, placed this home for reference. A draughtsman names Heywell Davis 
kept home for 1927. Cartref simply means óabodeô in Welsh. 
 
Chris Bank. Brooklyn Avenue 
Watch repairing was the occupation of 1928 resident Horace Williams. 
 
Churston. Brooklyn Avenue 
Churston had Grimshaw, Harold, resident, 1928, electrical engineer. 
 
Crannys. Brooklyn Avenue 
The home of Frank Buck during 1927 had him looking through its nooks and crannies. 
 
Elimina. Brooklyn Avenue 
Unknown for any detail its owner was perhaps eliminated. Not so, as in 1928 a Stanley Kes has been traced for it being his home. 
Stan was a Post Office official. 
 
Everdale. Brooklyn Avenue 
Herbert Thorp sat for ever here at least in 1928. 
 
Fern Lea. Brooklyn Avenue 
This was where 1928 Harry Thomson an engineer dwelt. 
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Flixton Grange. Brooklyn Avenue                  
Stately half-timbered Jacobean style home once as on Irlam Road is now occupied as apartments. 
James Hammer Ashton bought it in 1893 then by adding on and converting the existing Green Lane 
Lodge he created The Grange. James was in the timber business and incorporated much fine wood 

into this home. Aside from the timber connection James was Chairman for 
the Liberal Club 1827-1892. By 1927 the Grange had passed into the 
hands of Mrs Elizabeth Ashton. An application to have the Grange listed 
was turned down in 1981 having been altered too much from its original 
form. The Tradesmenôs entry from Irlam Road is today still seen.  
 
Quoting the Trustee for the sale; ñA picturesque half-timbered residence of 
exceptional character and charmò  
 

This historical building went for auction in 1932, its accommodation presented as follows; Entrance porch, lounge hall panelled in 
dark oak with gallery above, around which is grouped the bedroom accommodation, cloak room with lavatory fixed, thee 
entertaining rooms, kitchen, scullery and usual domestic offices. Next came six bedrooms upon the first floor (three ensuite) two 
maidôs rooms approached by back staircase on the second floor. Special attention is directed to the costly fittings throughout and to 
the wealth of oak panelling. The house is economically planned, easily worked and is fitted with central heating and electric light. 
The outbuildings, which are in character with the house, include garage for two cars surmounted by a handsome clock tower, two 
greenhouses, two stalled stable, washhouse, another garage, and useful buildings. All frontages are paved and gated. 
 
The long list of furniture and embellishments that was also presented for sale was so impressive it left little to the imagination of 
how the style of living had been maintained. From Chippendale tables, to oil paintings from renowned artists, from the summer 
house and the fine china, it went on. A grand piano, a pipe organ, mahogany this, and oak that, armour and weaponry. All offering 
so much to absorb and enjoy the picture of opulence presented. The next name to appear was Guy Child with a date of 1939 
shortly after the sale, it is not known as to if he bought it. 
 
Glencairn. Brooklyn Avenue 
The family of Thomas Heggie welcomed a baby boy here in 1927. He knew as much about the Cairn as this entry does. 
 
Heath Field. Brooklyn Avenue 
1928 traced this field to Horace Fairclough who earned his pay as a clerk. 
 
Heather Sage. Brooklyn Avenue 
All the Tees to Thomas Tongue who spelt thing differently in 1928 as the home was also called Hather Sage at times. 
 
Heversham. Brooklyn Avenue 
The house of Heversham had 1928 occupancy of Miss. Edisfort. 
 
Holme Lea. Brooklyn Avenue 
The Holme was home to the Edwin Webster family and 1928 was the period. 
 
Ivydene. Brooklyn Avenue 
Albert Scott called this house in 1928 his own. 
 
Kenniston. Brooklyn Avenue 
In 1928-1938 Albert Taylor lived here as an early homemaker on the off shoot to Irlam Road. 
 
Kilrea. Brooklyn Avenue 
The translation from Irish is óChurch on the hillô in 1928 it had Charles Wall who could have visited there at some time. 
 
Latosa. Brooklyn Avenue 
Noisy or annoying would be the Spanish translation, in 1928, Leslie Butler would not have been like that as he was a postal worker. 
 
Lingholme. Brooklyn Avenue 
A salesman called this 1927 house his abode he was Philip Milbourne. 
 
Rookwood. Brooklyn Avenue 
Plumbing was the speciality of 1928 tradesman Frank Robinson. 
 
Roslyn. Brooklyn Avenue 
This calling was very popular around the district. It was built 1894 according to evidence but 
carries little information otherwise. For that time a surgeon lived there named as James Walls and 
he stayed to 1919, then it was the turn of William Richards who was a fitter. By 1939 it was 
Donald Brown a brass foundry worker. 
 
Rosieries. Brooklyn Avenue 
The garden might have grown roses for 1928 joiner Frank Parr. 
 
St. Germaine. Brooklyn Avenue 
This French connection had Alfred Stephenson at home in 1928. 
 
Strathmead. Brooklyn Avenue 
In 1928 this dwelling was third as one entered into the avenue which accounted for many named places in this year. 
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The Kyles. Brooklyn Avenue 
This belonged to John Currie who was hot for this 1928 house. 
 
The Pines. Brooklyn Avenue 
This attractive semi proffered in 1928; Hall, dining room, drawing room with bay window, kitchen, scullery, four bedrooms, bathroom 
with w c, cellars, and exit to the garden. It had full gardens back and front. 
 
Tyneside. Brooklyn Avenue 

The year of 1919 brought this house to the list of Flixton homes. James Hodgson was in residence 
for this year with Henry Ireland occupying the second half. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
West View. Brooklyn Avenue 
The view was where the Davenport family lived during the year of 1927. 
 
Whitehead Farm. Brooklyn Ave 

The Whitehead Farm sat behind the Flixton Council Offices off Flixton Road and close to 
Ambleside. This farm was a familiar sight 1920-30. The picture was captioned as Hay making 
at Whiteheads. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wilton Cottage. Brooklyn Avenue 
At the corner of Bosdin Road the 1927 cottage kept the Nicholson family comfortable. 
 
Wyecoller. Brooklyn Avenue 
Frederick Tame was looking after the 1928 house of Wye. 
 
 

¶ Brundritt Lane. (Brundrell Lane) 
An old address recorded in 1851 as being off Millers Lane at Woodsend, there was a home there for this year called Brundritt. The 
lane no longer exists. There are other references to Brundrell Lane for this period; they appear to be one and the same. 
 
Broom Cottage. Brundrell Flixton 
This cottage was recorded in a directory of 1851 but without detail of where it could be found. It reappeared in 1882 sitting on 
Brundrell Lane with stable, piggery, hen pen, and greenhouse. It contained three acres of land and had an orchard. 
 

¶ Bude Avenue. Flixton 
The 1930ôs era is given for Bude which has 16 homes. Bude has Cornwall connections in its name. One named home only that of 
Plynlimon that was ceded to council in leu of outstanding mortgage in 1934. 
 

¶ Bulwark Road. Davyhulme 
This road no longer exists being taken as a once industrial site and converted into retail. For today the closest indicator would be 
the Neary Way as it branches off from there. Only two examples of business are indicated. 
 
Ancliff Tankers. Bulwark Road 

The Davyhulme Company of Ancliff carried the Urmston name all over Britain. At first it showed as 
John Ancliff only to have the John dropped as the company grew. Carries of bulk liquid, and or, 
anything that needed this form of transportation they eventually came face to face with a takeover 
to become Bulwark Transport. Registered during the 1950-60ôs they moved on soon after. 
 
 
 

 
Stones Scaffolding Ltd. Bulwark Road 
As a subsidiary of Palmers Travelling Cradle Co. Ltd. the Stones Company arrived in Urmston for 
1961. Their speciality was, as both names suggest, scaffold and travelling cradles for construction and 
maintenance. This was something they were good at as the parent company could offer experience 
from 1890. 
     
                                                                                                                                                          

¶ Burford Avenue. Davyhulme 
1935 gave start here and it has 21 residential houses. 
 

¶ Burnham Drive. Davyhulme 
The Drive is numbered odds 1-9. Burnham has town origins in Norfolk and Somerset. 
 



    42 
 

 
 

¶ Bus. 
It was announced in 1846 that John Thornton was to operate an Omnibus route in the town. It was to run through Flixton, Urmston, 

and Davyhulme with a final pick up stop at Crofts Bank. From there it would travel to 
Manchester via Stretford.  In 1848 John was fined £5 for running the bus on a Sunday. 
By 1869 competition was fierce the companies of Shawcross & Worrall (Worrel) were in 
opposition to the Stretford Omnibus Company in trying to capture the public for this form 
of transportation. To officially name a company that first ran involving a motorised 
public service is difficult, the company of Ryknield show that they operated buses in 
1907 through the district.  
 

The first recognised bus service was owned by Harry Smith c.1901 and was to be found behind the Victoria Hotel in Urmston in 
what was then known as Victoria Mews, later to become Bold's Garage. The service linked Stretford and Urmston. The horse 
drawn vehicle was replaced with a motor bus in 1913 but during WW1 the War Department requisitioned the vehicle and Mr. Smith 
returned to using the horse drawn bus. North Western ran the local bus service in 1920 it operated a route from Flixton Station and 
through to Station Road, Urmston. The Lord Nelson also acted as a terminus for the beginnings of this mode of transport. 
 
Bus Experiment. 
For a trial two motorized omnibuses were brought into Manchester in 1906. They ventured into the suburbs to show Greater 

Manchester the future of transport. Passengers could ride, by invitation only, from Urmston to Hale 
for a demonstration of their comfort, reliability, and convenience. Each bus travelled at 16 MPH and 
was described as Vanguard Class the same as used in London. Accommodation was for 36 
passengers seated inside and on top, the double wheels are solid rubber and the whole bus 
weighed 4 tons. A company had not yet been formed but they were waiting on the availability of a 
fleet of 50.                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                           
1906 Vanguard 
 

They were still trying for this service in 1927 but the route changed to Urmston - Droylsden via Piccadilly, it came into operation in 
1928 as a joint venture between Manchester Corporation and North Western. The service expanded over the years, but it took until 
1934 to get council to allow double decker transport through the district. 
 
Bus Route. c.1950                                                                  
North Western ran a very efficient service after the war which covered the main districts of Urmston, Flixton, and Davyhulme to 
Piccadilly Manchester. Three buses ran routes which allowed passengers to avail themselves of transport around Davyhulme and 
on to Woodsend; the numbers were 11, 13, and 23. This last one terminated at Woodsend.  

 
Urmston was privy to the 3, and 5, which travelled down Flixton Road and 
the 12 for Church Road. Ultimately all three finished up in Flixton at the Mile 
Road Terminus. Also, at this time there was a connection from the Urmston 
Station to Eccles passing by the number of 22. As the area grew the bus 
system included a route to Partington numbered as 107.  
 
A note of interest is that the 22 had to be a single decker, as it was required 
to pass under a low bridge once it reached the Patricroft side of the canal 
and on to Eccles. 
 
 

 
Bus Shelters. 

 
Although it is difficult to see on this picture it does show the first bus shelter in the area. On Stretford 
Road and by the Manor Gardens this tiny structure was brick built and carried a corrugated iron roof 
which curved away from the road. Internally there was a wooden bench seat and the frontage was 
half walled but totally open to the weather. Suggested is that this arrangement came around 1940 
and was most certainly still there into 1960. Between 1964 and 1968 Council purchased 21 
prefabricated timber shelters, complete with flower boxes, for installation around the district. 
 
 

 
 
 

The most unusual bus stops at one time were the circular 
(Rotunda) shelters that were once found on routes. 
Outside of the Roebuck Hotel on Church Road the corner 
here comprised of the shelter, underground toilets, and 
behind, a rose garden. Smaller versions sat at the 
Davyhulme Circle across from Hayeswater Road and at 
Woodsend near the Red Lion. 
                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                 Single decker on Station Bridge for Eccles 
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¶ Butcheries. 
See Vernon, Cuthbert, Howarth, and Holdsworth, these have been around a long time. Some other 
well-established names would be Holcroft & Long of Station Road, Mason, and Parkin, of both Church 
Road and another, Traynor at Woodsend. An advert of 1873 selling a butcherôs shop stated that there 
was no other in the village of Urmston for that time. A marriage in 1910 really confused the trade as 
George Vernonôs son Wilfred took Joseph Holdsworthôs daughter Mary for his wife.  
 
                                                                         Holdsworth and Vernon both held shop here until Howarth moved in. 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
 

¶ Caister Close. Flixton 
The homes are 8 in number for the Close. The calling of Caister arrives from the Yarmouth area. 
 

¶ Calder Bank.   
One of the smaller hamlets later absorbed into making up Davyhulme. Calder Bank had a boarding school for ladies in 1841 the 

principle was Hannah Barker. The estate of Calderbank was opened up by the builder Maunders in 
1953 with a projected 350 homes. 1955 showed several advertisements offering the first shopping 
facilities for this new Urmston Council housing scheme. Vacant was for a butcher, an ironmonger, 
a chemist or greengrocer. A Calder is Scottish for a ósmall streamô. 
 
Names here are for 1891 included James Taylor as a florist, Thomas Rogerson the farmer and 
William Rogers as a market gardener. These professions suggest a connection to the Farm and 
Nursery of this area. 

 

¶ Calderbank Avenue. Davyhulme 
13 flats out of 43 homes make up the avenue. Semidetached homes were bringing £50 per annum here in rent for 1893. Only 
Uplands has been found as a named home here at No 1 & 2. 
 
Calderbank. Davyhulme 
One abode still stands for the present called by name and it is dated 1884 as a remnant of the 
community in the area. Only four families have been recorded for this home they are Parr, 
Pough, Gagan and Hemani.  
 
 
Calderbank Cottages. Davyhulme 
There were two cottages noted for 1861 in close proximity to the Calderbank House. Residents there at this time were James 
Owen and James Peers. The year of 1926 had this as one establishment with six compact rooms, a bathroom, and all modern 
conveniences except electricity. The services included gas and water. Outside were stables, coach house, workshop, and barn. 
Some rose and fruit trees came along as an afterthought.  
 
 
 
Alfred Peacock was taking in dogs for the kennels at the cottage in 1938, later and better 
known as A. Partington & Sons Welfed Kennels. The building today is a replacement for the 
first which was destroyed by fire; it has been styled to be in keeping with the old architecture. 
 
 
Calderbank Farm. Davyhulme 
One of many early farms of distinction from 1717 once belonging to John Gregory but now demolished after being sold for 
redevelopment. The farm was advertised for sale in 1864 it comprised of 25 acres including the large house. The usual, 
shippon's, stables, and barns, two orchards, and a market garden made up the farm on offer. Some of the field names included: 
Finney, Big Bean Carr, Shoe Broad, and Hey Carr. There were eight fields in all excluding the house, lane, orchards, and hen croft. 
The area of Leeôs fields was the local for the farm in fact it sat on the fields called Calder Bank. Next traced was James and Rachel 
Richardson for 1871. Arthur Lees inherited the farm from his father and leased it out to several famers over the years. 1898 it was 
Hannah Rogers followed by Robert Bennett into 1908. Two later families were that of Burgess who were there around 1920 and 
William Hall for 1928. An Albert Burgess is dated for 1958. Council ordered the demolition of all the remaining outbuildings in 1966. 
 
Calderbank House. Davyhulme  
The year of 1867 noted the Leigh Family living there with all its surrounding lands put up for auction the following year 1868. A 
starting name for these earliest of times was William McKinnel in 1891. Moving to 1898 the directories have it placed on the north 
side numbered as 140 and at home, James Alker. 1901 it belonged to the Walker family namely James. From a sale pitch in 1908 
the dwelling, now referred to as Woodsend Road and on the west side, included a piggery, coach house with stables, and two 
acres of land. Selling was Cyril Thornber. The added rooms followed in 1881 when once more put up for sale by owner Miss. M. 
Smith. There was a hall with fireplace, large drawing room and dining room, five bedrooms and a bath room. The domestic offices 
consisted of a kitchen, scullery, dairy and laundry. In the total 8 ½ acres there was an orchard with a shippon and barn. Henry 
Coppal for 1927 appears to be the last occupant of the original house. 
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For Real Estate purposes there is a named house number 348 on the north side of Davyhulme and Woodsend Roads called this, 
and it shows 1884 for the time of some alteration. This could also be explained if the house was built, or rebuilt, with materials from 
the original Calder Bank House when it was removed in the 1930ôs for development. 
 
Calderbank Nursery. Davyhulme 
The nursery, in all probability, belonged to the farm, house, or cottage. Adam Fallows was the 1887 gardener there together with 
his wife Ann. The location has not been confirmed but it could be confused with Fowden Nursery. A 1939 nurseryman is recorded 
for here he was J. Braithwaite.  
 
Fowden Nursery. Calderbank Avenue 
The closing of this market garden in 1909 showed that William Henry Fowden owned two acres of land at the end of the avenue. 
His main produce was based on home grown apples and flowers. A speciality was orchids of which it was noted as being a large 
and splendid collection. The business was taken by Norman Brownhill. The nursery was made up of 2 acres and 24 greenhouses, 
a potting shed and storage sheds. Five boilers and piping were supplied by Manchester Corporation water. 
 
Uplands. Calderbank Avenue 

For 1900 this was the only home along the avenue and living there were Arthur Robert Brett and 
William Henry Fowden. The house is only recorded as Uplands from 1909 and confirmed by sale 
of the property. The house itself was semidetached and had a large hall, six bedrooms, two 
entertaining rooms and the entire etcetera. Further to this it was well cellared and had a stable 
detached from the house. A conservatory was attached with large lawn and kitchen garden. The 
house was approached by a 240ft driveway seriously reduced for modern days. By the time 1939 
came around the names here were Harry Davies and William Stuecklin. 
 

 

¶ Calder Court. Davyhulme 
12 properties numbered as 1-11 with an added 23A. Urmston Council called for tenders here in 
December of 1959, to be built; 19 old peopleôs bungalows with warden and communal 
accommodation, they were completed by 1962. This court was totally replaced by 2013-14 with 
a new development and offered to the public. 
 

¶ Calver Close. Flixton 
Possibly linked to the old farm of Calver, the Close has 10 properties. Calver is also a north Derbyshire town.  
 

¶ Cambridge Road. Flixton 1900 
This was a very small road in its early days it only had three houses on the east side which formed 
a small terrace. Reaching a time of 1911 there were 8 dwellings, this is now up to 28 plus one flat 
for 2010. Cambridge is a cul-de-sac. Peter Monks claimed number 1 on the west side. 
Unconfirmed is that he was the first to be housed in the corner shop of Victor Terrace on Church 
Road with a dairy outlet. The stonemason who created the cenotaph on Davyhulme Circle lived at 
number 28 he was Thomas Maclaughlan. 
 
 

¶ Canterbury Road. Davyhulme 
For the year of 1928 this road accounted for ten homes. Canterbury Road today accounts for 210 housed families with 10 
additional places which are commercial. This road was completed to Moss Vale in 1935. A doctor, Basil Lee M. R. C. S.  L. R. C. P. 
held offices at 186 down the road for 1939. 
 
Canterbury Road shopping. 

A line of nine are presented as established in 1935 with the name of H. Whittle entering the 
proposal to council. The first shop was George Masons he was a Grocer. The list continues as 
John Bamford Butcher, C. Rosebourne Chemist, J. Todd Ltd. Newsagent, J. Todd Ltd. Baker, J. 
Todd Ltd. Draper, Thomas Brennen Fish and Chips, Fredrick Umbers Hardware Distributer, 
Lawrence Speight Greengrocer.  
 
 

 
Davyhulme Infant & Junior Schools. Canterbury Road 
Little detail other than it was built in 1939 and opened in the 
following year. The school has a logo of two Owls. A school 
was put out for tender in 1949 by the Lancashire County as 
Davyhulme Junior but it is unknown if this was a 
replacement or a new branch of the existing school. 
 
 

¶ Carden Avenue. Flixton 
1,2,3,4, are all there is of Carden. óFrom the black fortressesô is the Celtic meaning of Carden. 
 

¶ Carisbrooke Avenue.  
1904 and this avenue off Dartford was lined south 1-17 and north 2-16 with housing. This Brooke has connection to the Isle of 
Wight. 
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¶ Carlton Crescent. Urmston 
The Crescent is recorded as being re-developed around 1955 with its 23 properties however it was known to exist well before WW2. 
For 1941 the Crescent was included in the sale of several homes listed as the Urmston Hall Estate. Carlton is English, from the 
ótown of free menô. There are two notable features here, a blue plaque and a home built with items re-used from Urmston Hall. A 
house called Malita was an NFS post during WW2. 
 

¶ Carlton Road. Urmston 
Carlton Road leads into the Crescent and has 10 fine houses. Carlton Road had a naming of the Urmston Hall Estate when offered 
as a bulk sale in 1941. A beginning for the road shows in a home there called Dalefield found to exist in 1911. 
 
Dalefield. 1 Carlton Road 
The one and only place named for 1911 on this road it was being lived in by Harry Sills at that year. 
The problem arrives in that this gent was also found living in a semi on Westmorland Road at the 
same time. The numbers given were 28-30 Westmorland. The enumerator must have been very 
confused but the photo shows why, this house was on the corner of both. It was a semidetached 
with one home on Carlton and the other Westmorland. Inglewood was the associated home. 1939 
and it was the place to be for Henry Whitaker known for Mersey View Flixton later. 
 
Ewanrigg. Carlton Road 
A late naming for the road, this turned up for 1938 with Joseph Bottomley at home.    
 
Hollingworth. The Coach House. Carlton Road 
At the rear of the main house on Church Road the old coach 
has been adapted into a home to be found on Carlton Road. 
Charles Cook set up a small school in the stables during 1881. 
There was two stall stabling plus coach facilities. The home 
was white faced rendering with slate tiled roof. A modern sale 
indicated 3 bedrooms, dining, spacious lounge and kitchen, 
with a utility room added. The double garage was an addition to 
the main coach house and included with a conservatory. 
 
Inglewood. Carlton Road 
There were only two homes noted along the road for 1918 this one and Dalefield. This wood was home to 1939 occupant William 
Marrs. (See Dalefield for explanation) 
 

¶ Carrington Road. 
From the border of Cheshire and the Carrington Bridge, it stops at the site of the former Jubilee Tree in Flixton. Recorded for 2008 
the road had 63 homes and 16 flats. Fern Bank and Green Bank are names of the past as is Glebe Farm. The road is also home to 
the Village Court which was once the site of Stocks House. An application was forwarded for the stopping of a Public Footpath in 
1934 that ran through from Carrington Road to Irlam Road, as there was a new road to be built on the land. 
 

¶ Carrington Road. Flixton 1900 
Beginning at Stocks House the south side comprised of Green Bank, Fern Bank, which then arrived at Glebe Farm. There were 5 
homes then making up Worthy Terrace, 4 for Birch Ave, then 6 completing Birch Grove. On the north side was Bole Hill a block of 

6 terraced homes which reached to Victoria Avenue. Claremont and Sunny Bank took the 
continuance through to Parsonage Road.  
 
The Co-op did not exist then only arriving in 1928. At the top of the hill there is the Rectory and 
last at that time, Hope Cottages. After 1905 the terraced groups are only referred to going down 
the hill but were not named. The last block of eight was built on land called Pool Plat. (Platt) 
 

 
 
Birch Grove. Carrington Road. The Grove became better known as Morris Grove which is 
entered accordingly. 
 
Bole Hill. 12-22 Carrington Road Flixton 
On the north side of the road this six homed terrace faced Stocks House and ended at Victoria 
Avenue. Close enough to be nominated as being part of the Village. A Bole is óa colour that 
represents a tree trunkô according to old English. 1894 is the earliest date found at this time for 
the Bole. 
 
                                                                                                                                           
Carrington Bridge. (Flixton Bridge) Aka the Mile Road Bridge Aka County Bridge.  

First a wooden structure in c.1550 it was replaced by a steel bridge c.1840. This early bridge 
was not located where the familiar bridge is of today. Carrington Road led on along the west 
side of the Flixton Eas from Mersey View or Four Lane Ends as it is also called. Tracking west it 
followed the banks of the river eventually making the crossing close to where the Carrington 
Hall Farm stood. The Mile Road straightened this up as the new bridge came to be. For the 
times, this was to convey Cheshire people to church in Flixton. 
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The County Palatines of Lancaster and Chester called for tenders to build the bridge in 
October 1905. The bridge, as it is today, was erected and opened in 1907. Built by M. 
Hanley of Hull and has a span of 50 ft. and the parapets are 35 ft. apart. During 
construction the bridge was washed away by flood waters causing serious delay. Once 

finished, the contractor sold off all the excess materials and 
equipment used on site rather than take it away. When 
completed the County Bridge Master refused to allow it to be 
used as the Council had not completed the widening of 
Carrington Road.  
 
Next in this saga came the fact that the Worthington Wright family who owned the land there refuse to 
sell, so, a compulsory purchase order was applied for and obtained. The ornate columns atop of each 
pier have since been removed leaving flat stone caps in their place.  

 
 
 
 
                   2007 was óHappy Birthdayô for the bridge as it celebrated its centenary alone without recognition. 
 
 

 
                                          The bridge began, with work going well, and then came the rising waters. 
 
Flixton Road Bridge. Flixton/Carrington Roads  
Confusion reigns, as the railway bridge is not officially called by that name. Flixton Bridge is correctly called for the bridge over the 
Mersey to Carrington. This in turn is also called Carrington Bridge, even the Mile Road Bridge at times. To add to this, the Mile 
Road is called Flixton Road on many present-day maps.  
 
Name removal. 

At the onset of World War 2, many signposts and names of strategic places were removed by local council. 
A good example of this still on display is the etched-out name of Flixton on the Carrington Road Bridge. This 
appears to have been a local practice and not a country wide law for the time. Confirmation of this has been 
traced to a letter from the Clerk to County Council requesting that immediate effect be given to an instruction 
of the Regional Commissioner that all location and direction signs be removed with the exception of those 
appertaining to shelters, first aid posts, fire stations and auxiliary fire stations. Air Raid Precaution 
Committee - 24th June 1940. Several homes carrying German designations were removed or renamed 
voluntarily by local residents.  
 

 
 
Claremont. 36-50 Carrington Road. Flixton 
This building carries a single identification plaque, but it is unsure if the whole unit is called by 
this name. Numbered only up to 42 in 1894 it would seem some extension was made later. 
Two terraces here were named the other being Sunny Bank and an amalgamation of the two 
seemed likely.  
 
Fern Bank. Carrington Road 
Fern Bank c.1880 was next door to the Glebe Farm. Its partner there is Green Bank, they shared the land between the Farm and 
Stocks House. The nearest neighbour behind was the River Mersey and the Bank was occupied by Henry Pope for 1881 and John 
Bury in 1901. Not around for long John relinquished title to James Bardsley 1903, he remained for over twenty years with the 
eventuality of Mrs Annie Elizabeth Bardsley registering for 1938. Today, it sits in the shadow of the new Village Court apartment 
block. 
 
Four Lane Ends. Flixton 
This became the calling of a section that was, once, the Eas Lane. As a continuance of Carrington Road, a home was built here 
called Mersey View, this in turn captured the road naming to be the same. By 1905 it was already shown as Four Lane Ends on 
mapping. The four lanes today are Carrington, Lansdowne, Flixton Road and Mersey View. (Flixton Road Aka the Mile Road) 
 
Green Bank. Carrington Road 
Green Bank was a close neighbour to Glebe Farm; 1881 had Joseph Royle with wife, Elizabeth 
and family in the census, Morton Dodge was resident in 1901. This Bank connected with another, 
Fern Bank. 1903 showed James Brockbank who kept his place here for about 30 years. It 
remained in the family with Mrs Sarah Jane Brockbank putting it in her name for 1938. The Bank 
advertised 2,000 yards of lawn and garden then added its six bedrooms and two living rooms. 
There was a kitchen, scullery, a larder along with three cellars and an orchard in 1879. 
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Glebe Farm and House. Carrington Road  
The farm of 28 acres sat in approximation between the Village Court site (Stocks House) and the Birch Grove. It is known to have 

still been operating in the early 1930ôs. The Didsbury Chapelry purchased this land in 1770 as an 
investment sub-leasing it for farming until it was sold again in 1848. At this period the farmer was 
Richard Taylor, by 1881, it was in the hands of John Johnson. For interest, Glebe means, soil, 
earth, or field. Later farmers known there were 1901-1918 Joseph Johnson, and 1919-1930 
Sidney, Sarah, and Neville Rogers. Glebe House was leased separately to the farm during the 
1850ôs. It offered stables and an orchard to prospective tenants.  Much of the Glebe lands were 
Wright Estate fields and make up the Flixton Conservation area after it disappeared from 
directories in or around 1937.The lands open as Parkerôs Garden Centre in 1972. 

 
(Stocks Farm) Glebe Carrington Road 
In an advert for this Stocks it was not mentioned precisely where it was. The lands named showed it to be close to the Flixton Eas. 
Furthermore, as it was known as Stocks the farm of Glebe comes to mind. The twenty acres or so offered went with stables, 
shippon, barn, and other outbuildings. The date of 1848 presented documents confirming that the owners were the Chapelry of 
Didsbury; this gave evidence that it was indeed another calling for Glebe Farm. 
 
 
Hope Cottages. 54-60 Carrington Road Flixton 
Sitting next to the Rectory in 1880 there was a Gratrix family member there called William who 
stayed for around ten years. These four cottages or terraced homes were the last buildings on 
the north side at that time. To the right of the picture, as the end home, is the only one named, 
Fox Cottage. 
 
Kelly. 9 Carrington Road 
This grocer, tobacconist, and confectioner existed near the bus terminus for many years c.1939-1950. Just before Kelly the shop 
was in the hands of Mrs Nellie Stubbs. 
 
Mersey View. (Area) Carrington Road 
For six flats this is home along with 4 houses and a view. This point is called Four Lane Ends on some maps. The View dates back 
to before 1908 when the Whittaker family made home in the first house. James Barlow also lived at the View in 1916 with a 
daughter called Mary who left home to marry in 1918. The View showed in addition to numbers 1-2 through to c.1939 although 
Mosedale Brick Works used the address at times as well.  
 
This location became a place to dump unwanted rubble, found here was the date stone for Stocks Terrace. The name stone, found 
on Stretford Road, for St. Maryôs Place Gloucester Road has been included with a house on the View. Both stones are to be 
preserved by the owner there. The lane along here is dotted with small holdings one of 
which is the long established, Lafferty. 
 
Mersey View. (The House) Carrington Road  
Earliest families found for here were the 1889 Knight, 1890 Harper, and 1891 Booth. 
Although this was the calling for the road it was based on the home to be found at the end 
as Carrington Road. It is mentioned that the Whittaker family were there in the reference to 
the road and they still owned the place in 1939. At another time the situation was as Mersey View Farm, Carrington Road. 
 
The original house (Left) was built before the second home. (Right) The owner under the name of Whitnall had this additional place 
built for his son. The family continue to retain holdings here as the Abbey Cross Farm, it is split into several industrial units. 
 
Mersey View. Lafferty Farm. 
John Lafferty began in the business of pig farming around 1950 however this has 
changed for the present day to equestrian use offering a large area of stabling and care. 
 
 
 
Mersey View. (The Village) Flixton 
An oddity noted from the street directory of 1928. It indicated a place called Mersey View in the 

village. This view was to be found between the school and the 
cottages before the roads of Flixton and Carrington are reached. 
Vacant land with allotments has always been regarded as so for 
this area. An explanation was that the cottages there were once 
called by this name.  
 
The O/S map of 1904 confirms open land under the word school 
and again in 1938-39 the record states Mersey View. As it was 
recorded as such the Mersey View, as known, is to be found now at the end of Carrington Road.  

  
                                                                                                 
Morris Grove Flixton 1900 
One terraced group of ten homes in this no thoroughfare which was a part of Birch Grove. The 
Grove has now been rebuilt c.1985 and is noted for homes 1-34. This was formatted from the 
Wright Estate lands 
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Nelly Brook. Carrington Road 
The brook was another of the difficult places found in documents for the district. It turned out to be a colloquialism for a ditch and 
the bridge could be found on about the site of the Flixton Bridge at the area of Four Lane Ends. An agreement was reach in 1897 
between Robert Whittaker and William Royle to remove a bridge here, if and when, required to do so. This would appear to be a 
bridge constructed by Robert on property owned by William. He reserved the right to have it removed. Taking it further this would 
seem to be associated with the brook around Duttons farm and pond. 
 
Pool Plat. (Platt) Carrington Road 
The Plat was a field name close to the Flixton-Carrington Bridge it was to become a terraced 
block of eight homes by 1906 built by descendants of John and Fanny Royle. It was a son, 
William, (1860-1939) that inherited the land for this development. The row was built as 
investment and had nothing to do with ñhousing for employeesò of any kind which is often 
suggested. The Coupe Bros. as neighbour to this terrace were reputed to have supplied the 
bricks for this project introducing a named Flixton brick.    
  
Rectory. Carrington Road  
The Vicarage built in 1825 is actually called ñThe Rectoryò with wrought iron gates clearly stating so in their structure. The 
Reverend Richard Reece lived there in 1881. A slate roof covers the Flemish bond brick walls and internally a two-floor staircase. 
The front panelled door is supported by Roman style Doric columns below a brick fanlight arch. The windows are sash with stone 

sills under flat bricked arches. Included are an attic and a cellar with added later a Victorian bay 
window on the northwest corner. This is completed by its gable chimney stacks.  
 
(Listed in 1978 Grade 2) It was sold by the church to fund a new version opposite St. Michaelôs 
Church. A baptism for the daughter of a Clerk in Holy Order living there in 1880 called John 
Kennedy-Bell introduced the name she would likely try to forget; Saint Margaret Helen Maud Harriet 
Kennedy-Bell.  
                                      The Rectory is not open to the public. 

 
Stocks House.                                              
Stocks House was built, allegedly, for a rich cotton merchantôs family c.1893, on land at Glebe Farm. The dating arrives from a St. 
Michaelôs registry entry. It introduced Henry Lycett as the brideôs father in that year. The bride was Charlotte both noted to be living 
at Stocks House. John J. Royle is known for 1898 as he lived there at that time. (John was an Engineer) It had been suggested that 

John had the home built but this was incorrect. John passed on leaving the house to his wife Sarah 
Anne, she died in 1919 and Mrs. Sabina Alker was registered for 1928-1939. By 1942 it became a 
nursing home but fell to developers in 2004. Stocks was demolished and has been completely 
rebuilt opening there as residential apartments called Village Court 2007.  
 
The description of the house became available in 1976 when the Trafford Borough Council put it 
up for sale after its last usage as a Day Nursery. This former residence of character was set in 1.17 
acres of grounds. The detached building was made of red brick and slate established c.1900. 
Ground floor: Porch, hall with grano (concrete) floor and wood panelling. Three reception rooms, 

kitchen, laundry room, larder, and conservatory led to the first floor. This comprised of a wood panelled half landing with attractive 
lead windows, four rooms with bathroom, and two toilets. The second floor had three rooms plus a storeroom. The outbuildings 
were in an enclosed yard with a wash house, drying room, garden store with toilet. Two brick and slate garages were set into 
extensive gardens. An earlier showing in 1926 included that one room was a billiard room and another housed a grand piano in a 
music room. As an added note it was stated that the house abutted the Flixton Conservation Area and any site development 
must reflect and enhance the area. 
 
 
Sunny Bank. Carrington Road 
Mostly unoccupied in 1881, it is found to have been a terrace along by Parsonage Road. Number 
2 was to let in 1895, there were two entertaining rooms, four bedrooms, a kitchen, bathroom and 
lavatory, a dry cellar. The four homes were numbered as 44-50 as at 1901 and were by then fully 
occupied. This terrace gives appearance as being connected to Claremont. 
 
 
Terminus. Carrington Road  

This unique place was where the bus service ended at the end of the journey from Manchester. A 
manoeuvre of reversing the bus had to be completed before any return journey could be made. A 
difficult practice in that the conductor would have to guide the driver backwards into, or off, the Mile 
Road against oncoming traffic. One local resident was killed during one of these reversing exercises 
in 1941. Generally, the number of vehicles was not high and patient drivers would often wait to allow 
this to happen. Later, a turning access was provided for the safety of all. 
 
 

 
The Bungalow. 92 Carrington Road 

Mersey View would be more correct for the location of this home even though it was a continuation 
of Carrington. Edward Whittaker was, for 1928-1939, staying in it. Edward was well known around 
Flixton for his pigeons taking the hobby through the war years.  
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Worthy Terrace. Carrington Road 
These five homed terraces were on the south side of Carrington Road with its back to the River  
Mersey. 
 
 
 
 
Yarwood. E & D. 1 Carrington Road 
The terraces and shops thereafter began the numbering for this side of the road. Yarwoodôs was a caf® of the 1950ôs. 
 
 

¶ Carrington Spur. 
This extension to the M60 is designed to carry traffic from the current motorway and through to Carrington. To do this it completely 
obliterated the Hillam Farm site and its surrounding buildings in 1986. A widening scheme of 2003 ensured the farms fate and when 
it opened in 2006 even the last cottage and orchard there had gone. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

¶ Carrsvale Avenue. Urmston 
Of the 30 homes here, the majority were built in or around 1930. Possibly so called because of its access to the Carrs Ditch.  
 
 

¶ Cavendish Road. (Late Granville Road 1890)  
Of the entire homes here only two carried names in 1898 Langley House and Windigate. Although it is 
all residential now, Cavendish Road was home to a large Gardening Nursery, run by nurseryman Peter 
Taylor, through to c.1955. Development began after this time and it has grown to 66 homes with 21 of 
these as flats. Consent was given for nine of the flats to be built in 1973. A further change was the 
addition of Cavendish Court. Cavendish is Norman and originates as family named lands in Suffolk. 
 
 
Langley House. 38 Cavendish Road (South east) 
J. D. Williams was probably the first to live in this house of c.1898-1919. He was followed by Lancashire Aero Club members, Percy 
and Louise Michelson who were there until the building was purchased by the UUDC in 1942. This became the home of the 
Urmston War Workers Club in 1943. The house was converted as a recreational facility for female workers transferred from other 
places to work in Trafford Park and had nowhere to go in their spare time. The Warden was Mrs. C. Boswell who herself came from 
Rhodesia as a volunteer to aid the war effort. When her tour of voluntary duty was completed Mrs. Boswell returned to Rhodesia 
and opened a club there for women calling it, Langley House.  
 
The house has given origin to Langley Close when it was developed and, for evaluation today, Cavendish Court sits on the old site. 
The Director of the Manchester Ship Canal Company lived at the house as mentioned, his name was James David Williams. During 
1950 it was being run as the Langley House Community Association. The notorious and or charismatic Charles Terry also lived 
here for a while taking occupation in 1958. When Terry left the home in 1962 it was described as having 24 rooms, a swimming 
pool, and a garden that included over 100 rose trees. This was being put to public use again into 1970-75. 
 
Laburnum Villas. Cavendish Road 
This semidetached appeared around 1903 followed in 1905 with occupants of Jackson and Booth in 1911. On the south east side, 
they were numbered out of step to the rest of the road. Through to 1928 this was the only named house for the whole road. 
 
 
 
Thistle Cottage. Cavendish Road 
Number 5 is the address of this cottage. As a part of a terrace it stands alone as being the only home named 
on the row. The owner there for this late 1890 home was William Glazier for 1901. 
 
 
 
 
Windigate. (Wyndi-gates) Cavendish Road 
A date of 1898 had this house as last along the south east side. Charles Maycock kept it from the breeze as this neighboured 
Langley House. Listed as number 40 it showed 1901 had Rowland Parkinson as its tenant. 
 
25 Cavendish Road. 
The residence of Frank Bray perhaps better known as Frank Pearce funeral director of the 1950ôs who operated out of Bank 
Cottage on Railway Road. 
 
 
 

¶ Cecil Drive. Flixton 
There are 16 houses with a first date of 1935 given. Cecil has an unfortunate meaning it is Latin for blind. 
 

¶ Central Drive. Urmston 
The homes are 24 in all along this then newly named Drive beginning in 1932.  
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¶ Chadwick Lane. Urmston 
Much valued as part of Urmstons early history, it has been renamed Bradfield Road as of 1951. 
The Lane is known to have existed since 1770 and possibly got its name from Thomas Chadwick 
of The Grove who used the lane often. It housed the first residences there called Blossom Row 
(Lost in 1950) and Queens Terrace (lost in 1959.) The Moorfield Villas 1898 stood there until 1973. 
Nancy Holtôs Gorse Farm was addressed as Chadwick Lane. It was often referred to as Lovers 
Lane in early photographs. 
 
 
Blossom Row. Chadwick Lane 
Thatched roofing was the feature of this small row of terraced housing c.1800 which was a neighbour to the Queens Terrance. 
Blossom went c.1950. Numbered 1-15 it housed eight families. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Chadwick Cottages. Chadwick Lane 
Two cottages sat at the corner of Chadwick and Moss Vale. First found recorded inhabitants were Henry Farrer and John Faulkner 
1895. Once they were demolished the land was never built on again. 
 
Gorse Hill Farm. 
The farm of 23 acres was from the 18th century and occupied land that included an orchard around Humphrey Lane and along by 
the Manor House and Urmston Bank. In 1790 the resident was John Beswick and for 1825 John Timperley. By c.1876 it was known 
as the Nancy Holt Farm, eventually being developed on in 1937. After William and Nancy Holt the farm came under a Stuart 
Bancroft who was there around 1920. He was followed by John Twigg who was the last to live there for the year of 1925.  
 
A company called Longworth & Taylor purchased the land for building purposes in 1934. The estate incorporated Mount Drive, 
Southbourne Avenue, with portions of Chadwick Lane, and Humphrey Lane. The lands were divided by the railway line which gave 
forth to further buildings on Abbey Close and Foxdenton Drive.   
  
Kencroft Cottage. 
Kencroft was to be found in the area of Gorsey Brow terrace and Chadwick Lane in the 1880ôs it was the home of Joseph Marsh. 
 
Moorfield Villa. Chadwick Lane 

The Villa was along with Queens Terrace and Gorse Hill Farm this was lost to redevelopment in the 
1930's. It was built in the 1800ôs and had a market gardener there in 1898 called William Whitnall with 
George Scholes a labourer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Queens Terrace. Chadwick Lane (North)                                   
A small terrace of six units razed under development since the change to Bradfield Road. 
Dating back to c.1850 one of the beginnings to homes in that area. Queens went in 1959. 
 
 

Yates & Payne Co. Chadwick Lane                                                                                                                                                  
This company could be located at 29 Chadwick and was a partnership between John William Yates and James Payne. Their 
product was as Poultry Farming and 1939 was the year.   
 
           
 

¶ Chadwick Road. Urmston 
At one time there were two Chadwick addresses the Lane and the Road. The Road has survived with 18 properties. 
 

¶ Chalfont Avenue. Urmston 
Only one home here, it sits between Richmond and Gladstone. Its owner for 1939 was Augustine Pattern he was a joiner. Born in 
1900 Augustine died in a fire at the home during 1964 leaving his wife Julia and five children. This avenue was originally called 
Park Street, it changed in 1933.  
 

 

¶ Chapel Grove. Urmston 1900 
The northwest side had 13 houses in a row, at number 11, one of the early Police Stations, a converted home, for Urmston. 
Slightly less housing on the south east side there were 7 homes. This road of approximately 1870 leads to the Jewish Cemetery 
as an alternate to Albert Avenue. 1881 showed a home noted as a semi with three bedrooms and called Bottom House but without 
detail.  
 
The road evolved into a slightly different situation after 1909, the police óstationô had gone, and a wine retailer took the first 
premises on the south side. This building was called the De Trafford Arms and was demolished in 1969 for shops and flats. 
Leading to the Jewish Cemetery this grove retains its early charm even with its newer housing, off Higher Road. For the present it 
is comprised of 17 houses mostly built around 2002. 
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Jewish Cemetery.  
The cemetery is located off Higher Road on Chapel Grove where the land was purchased from the 
Jackson family in 1877. It was laid out in 1881 with todayôs total grave sites being over 2,000. 1894 
brought a new extension to the cemetery adjoining the Portuguese section. An 1896 survey 
showed that the site was divided into two, one half for Polish and the other for Spanish and 
Portuguese which was later changed to English.   
 
In May 1900 a foundation was laid for a new mortuary and surrounding walls. This resulted in two mortuary facilities, one for 

English and the other for Polish.  Included here is a war memorial dedicated to the fallen of WW2.  
This cemetery was in a very poor state of repair and the Sexton was doing all he could without any backing 
and at his own expense. 1938 brought the fact that the Registrar was available at this point under the 
heading of óNew Shuleô he was J. Douglas Jordan.  
 
There was a second associated group to be found here in 1939 it was called The Manchester Burial Society 
of Polish Jews Ltd. The Hon. Sec. A. L. Carliph was to be reached if needed. 
 
The question is often asked as to why Urmston has this cemetery when there is little following in the district. 
The answer arrives from the faith itself, it does not allow a cemetery in the same vicinity as a synagogue 
and Urmston was found to fit this discipline. The burial register is held at the Manchester New Synagogue.  
 

 
War Memorial. Jewish Cemetery 

The memorial here is dedicated to World War 2 it is a needle structure surrounded with marble plaques 
inscribed accordingly. This memorial was designed by A. L. Carliph and unveiled in 1919. Another 
devoted to one war then adapted for the second. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

¶ Charities and associated. 
 
Ancient order of Froth Blowers. (Established 2560 BC) 

The eccentric group was represented in Flixton by A. Cheetham of 
the Church Inn. Each order was called a ñVatò and the ceremonies 
involved have to be read, or seen, to be believed. One penalty for 
breaching their rules is that the offender will have to drink his or her 

beer from an egg cup for one hour. The order was formed in 1924 for charitable collection of funds but ceased to be in 1931. One 
of their slogans was ñLubrication in Moderation.ò Re-established and in existence today with around 1 million members worldwide, it 
is not known if local pubs participate any more as a charity. 
 
Briefs. Flixton 
Around 1673 the Sovereign issued letters that recommended and authorised collections for charitable objectives. The main intent 
was to allow donated goods (or finance) for the repairs and maintenance of church buildings and compensate such after fire or its 
kind. It could be taken further to aid the construction of new churches as well. As is the way this system was abused with forged 
briefs appearing and making their mark throughout the country. The Flixton Briefs record many entries showing legal collection of 
monies for distribution to churches around England. Country wide from other records it was found that only 50% of the final 
amounts reached their true destination and the Brief was abolished in 1828. 
 
Charities. 
A Commission of enquiry was formed in 1826 to investigate the many local charities in the Parish of Flixton. Named were the 
Warburton, Woods, Gregory, Heywood, Coup & Sherlock, and Newton charities. The Commission went through the books to 
ensure the monies were being used as laid out in the various bequeaths. At some time or other these generous people gave to the 
Church, Schools, and the poor for the benefit of all. Usually invested to give interest and dividends over many years these 
benefactors shared their wealth. Another well-known charity for the time was the Bradshaw it specialised in helping schools and 
children who could not afford to attend class. 
 
Coupe and Sherlock Charity. 
A charity of 1705 supporting school and church needs in Flixton. Peter Coupe began this with a donation that, as an investment, 
would bring in 30 shilling a year for the needy. It produced free bibles and paid the fees for 5 children to attend school. 
 
Flixton and Urmston Burial Society. 
Born out of the Flixton Sunday School Company they purchased seven acres of land to begin the Urmston Cemetery in 1891. They 
called their members Companions, the solidarity and following for this venture was financially sound enough to ensure the 
continuance through the years and provided the amenity as it is today. 
 
 
 



    52 
 

 
 

Flixton Clothing and Coal Club. 
Mrs Norris of Davyhulme Hall established this charity c.1830. Its title gave clue to what she had in mind for helping the needy in the 
district. The aid was available through many years and continued into 1900. 
 
Flixton Sunday School Company. 
This charitable organisation was established in 1821 for the relief of the sick and ailing around town. The company continued to 
exist as the Flixton and Urmston Burial Society. (1898) 
 
Friendly Menôs Society. 
Noted for 1875 as its origin, the local group met at the Lord Nelson Hotel. The basis for the society was that of a Working Menôs 
Club and they were a loan or pension providing benefit for the working class. 
 
Heyward Charity. 
One of several for the time around 1786 George Heywood invested money to yield 10% per annum which was to be allocated 
throughout the poor of the district. 
 
Intergen. 
This is a group formed to promote and rectify the differences of the generation gap. Intergen is a charitable organisation that 

couples school children and the community generation that has passed with the aim of some 
understanding between the two. It was formed in 1999 and after some ten years proving to be 
successful. St. Michaelôs, Acre Hall, and Kingsway were the local representation; it now falls 
to the hands of Trafford. 

 
Lions. Urmston Precinct  
This long-standing association holds its meetings at the Conservative Club and are among the many now 
moved back into the new Eden Square. Although the Lions have been around since 1917 Urmston held 
their First Charter Night in 1976. The local associated division reference is 105 B S. 
 
Manchet Field. 
A field of dreams to help the poor, inconspicuous to begin with, a long narrow strip went from Chadwick Lane and north to the 
Stretford boundary. When William Gregory died in 1732, he bequeathed some money to the óPoor Houseô whose management 
decided to invest it in real estate. This provided a regular income for the establishment, home to the needy. Leasing farmers would 
be paid to provide bread for distribution throughout the district to the poor. Eventually the new railway was to divide the land and it 
became a task to control the income. All funds were amalgamated into another organization called Higginsons. The field was sold 
to the county in 1961 to build a school on. 
 
Meals on Wheels. Urmston 

Planned for Urmston in 1963, the WVS purchased a van in 1969 from contributions by the public to 
get this food on the road. The service is for people aged 18 and over, usually older people, who 
are unable to prepare and cook one hot meal a day. This may be a permanent situation due to 
sight loss, a physical or learning disability, illness or a temporary situation such as recovering after 
a stay in hospital, to help with the maintenance of independence and quality of life. 
 
 

Mummers. 
This odd sounding name was the term used locally for visiting groups of actors around 1850. 
Arriving into Urmston and Flixton they performed the equivalent of Minstrel Shows as 
entertainers. Large groups from Eccles and Davyhulme would typically turn up for the Wakes 
as an annual event to re-enact the Pace Egging. To this day there is still a group called the 
Master Mummers who go around pubs and local events performing in the North of England. 
An annual visit to Urmston took place in Novemberôs past with appearances at the Roebuck, 
Church Inn, and the Steam House. Monies collected are donated to charity. 
 
Oddfellows. 

This group is a ñFriendly Societyò established around 1810 originating from Medieval Trade Guilds. Most 
of Urmstons membership was to be found at the St. David Lodge, Corn Hill this is still in existence to this 
day although a new location is not known. This Manchester division branched out in 1824 but under the 
main wing of the I. O. O. F, the Independent Order of Oddfellows better known as the Manchester Unity 
Friendly Society. The main aim is charitable work coupled to social activities. 
 
 
 
 

Rotary. (Urmston) 
March of 1943 is the date given for the formation of this group designated as Rotary 596. Closing in 
2004 they joined with Stretford, became Rotary District 1050, and still operate as an amalgamated 
venture. 
 
RSPCA. Urmston 
The association has been available to the district since 1960 operating as the Manchester and Salford Branch. Locally this was 
established by Esther Price in a shop at 144 Flixton Road. Since that time a division called óThe Urmston Shopô was established 
along Gloucester Road, it arrived in 2008 and closed for a while in 2014 the shop is open once more. 
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Sewing Circle. Flixton 
This group, formed during World War 1, took up the occupation of sewing clothing to send to the troops. They gathered in the area 
of Ambleside to complete their mission. Taking the action further it turned to Christmas gifts and supplies of all kinds. This was 
accompanied by a Needlework group called the Flixton, Urmston, and Davyhulme Guild who created handmade garments for 
distribution to hospitals in the 1920ôs. 
 
The Catenian Association. Davyhulme Circle 
The Association began life as the Chums Benevolent Association in 1908. They changed in name during 
1910 to the Catenian Association. The aims are as a social organisation to foster relationships among 
Catholic families by encouraging assistance among its members. The group are Davyhulme 233 and have 
been operating since 1966. 
 
Wibbersley and Thorne Society. 

This fund-raising group which comprises of residents from Wibbersley Park and Thorne Avenue 
has been around since 1984. After two years of absurd New Yearôs Day cricket matches arranged 
at the local Bird in Hand, they decided to turn everything into charitable fund raising. Officially 
kicking off as of 1985 this group has raised thousands of Pounds towards Christies Cancer 
research. 
 
 

 

¶ Charleston Square. Urmston 
The Square took the site of the Urmston Baths when they were removed. The 12 homes and 4 flats were 
built in 1995 with the description of óCommunal Livingô attached. The main building of this complex carries a 
weathervane, something seldom seen around the area in modern times. This section conforms as a medical 
clinic. Some ruins from the Baths are still to be found here as the outer wall to the grounds. 
 
 

¶ Chassen Avenue. Flixton 
The avenue, which is off Chassen Road, has 16 houses. 
 

¶ Chassen Road. Flixton 
Details follow as today it has varying stories and property with regard to age. Modern development 
has taken it to 64 homes with much being done around 1970. A call for precast garages, 12 in all, 
was forwarded in 1974 at the corner of Chassen Road. A petrol service station became a feature 
in 1966 this too has gone with all fallen to private residences. 
 
Its origins are as Abbots Lane, followed by Penny Lane which became Chassen. 
 
 

 

¶ Chassen Road. Flixton 1900 
The Roebuck starts the description of housing along here. It was in front of the Chassen Lodge, Holly Cottage, Woodbine, along to 

Shaw House. Through to the Mill it was still Chassen Road and included Shaw View an 18 house 
workers complex.  
 
The north side of Chassen only had listed one unnamed home with Bowden View as a neighbour. 
A small alteration came in 1911 when directories included the Chassen Farm, and Acregate. At 
the end of the Tithe Barn was a cottage, it was included with the barn for address purposes and in 
1895 had George Stott living in it. 
 

 
Chassen Road area, some detail.                                                   

Going back to 1700 it was known as Abbots Lane until c.1846. Census details show it changed after 
this time and Tithe maps confirm this. Next as the original Penny Lane it provided farm access to the 
huge Shaw Town fields. It has been found that the Chassen name only came after land was sold or 
annexed for the new rail line in or around 1865. Barton-upon- Irwell called it Chasson in their 1871 
street directory. 
 
Proposed, in 1845, was a station to be positioned at Shawtown. This, railway halt, was finally added 
in September 1934 also located in this area is Chassen Park. (Abbotsfield to be correct) A football 

pitch could be found across the road from the park leading to the eventual Penny Lane of today. The ñnewò bridge, built c.1873, has 
now been restricted to moderate loading.  
 
In Lawsonôs book about Flixton he referred to a bridge here as being the Shaw Town Bridge. An oddity for thought is that this 
bridge is supposed to have stood on Chassen before the railway came. What did it transverse? The answer could be that Penny 
Lane gets its name from having a óPennyô toll. This may have been a óbridgeô for the collection of 
Toll or crossing a known stream in the vicinity.   
 
Chassen Road used to include what are now Shaw View and Shaw Lane. The ticket office was 
ravaged by fire in 2009 it has been reinstated once more just as it was. 
 
A search for the origin of the word or name Chassen is inconclusive. The closest found is óChasenô 
a boyôs name meaning Hunter and quite unique amongst the parental baby naming game.  
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Bowdon View. Chassen Road  
A pair of old houses that still stand today situated on the renamed Shaw Road. They also had a 
name change as today Bowden View is the calling. The original brick finish to the exterior has been 
coated over. At home here for 1880 were Joseph and Grace Hawkins then 1891 Elijah Nuttall who 
worked as an Over looker and Mrs. Ann Knight was a Weaver. Employees at the mill no doubt 
which was almost next door. Nearly forty years later Knights were still in this house with Thomas 
and Norman. The neighbour was Mrs. Ann Gilbody.             
    
 
 

 
Chassen Cottages. 
Although often taken as Church Road names show for the cottages to be found attached at the Tithe Barn. 1889 placed two 
families here they were William Skellon and Thomas Owen. The cottages became absorbed into farm and commercial use by 
1901. Only two residences ever showed for the so-called north side of Chassen these and Bowden View through to 1903. 
 
Chassen Court. Chassen Road 
Three cottages used to sit here in days gone by, now it has 1 home and 5 flats. These cottages have been confirmed as being an 
early Shawtown School that were removed in 1969. The Court was approved for building in 1976. 
 
Chassen Farm.  (Shawtown Farm) 

A farm residence located between the railway and a portion of the Penny Lane footpath. This is not to 
be confused with the Shawtown Farmhouse along Church Road. Earliest mention found 1848, in 
documentation. Next recorded was James Taylor for 1981. 1898 had the farm run by William Massey 
and James Whitnall, William and his efforts still showed into 1926 when Joseph Bancroft plied the 
trade. The Jack Kelly family were the last to operate here before it was razed. The Town Field Estate, 
land once owned by the Wright family, has taken this farm site as its home. (For more detail see 
Shawtown Farm Balmoral Road) 
 
 

 
 
Chassen House. Chassen Road 
John Greaves offered his veterinary practice at Chassen ñfor immediate disposalò in 1873 and 
again in 1883 it did not pinpoint if he meant he resided at the farm, lodge, or another 
establishment. During 1881 Mr. Greaves was looking for a horse, possibly for his rounds, he 
stated it must be suitable for ñan old and heavy gentleman, with plenty of substance.ò  
 
Chassen Lodge. (Shaw Lodge) Chassen Road 
This large home stood directly at the rear of the Roebuck and after the bowling green. At the side of this were the Farm 
outbuildings. Also known as Shaw Lodge, James Royle is shown as being there in 1848 then, in 1891 Robert Smelt took 
possession. 1898, Duncan McPherson. George Stott farmed in 1901-10 with Alex Webster moving in for 1911. James Stott 
continued farming in 1919 and William Shawcross 1928-39. The original Lodge was dated as 1796-1971 and owned by the 
Shawcross family. The lodge has been replaced now with modern housing built by the last family in residence, Cornish. A picture of 
the Lodge has not been produced to date. 
 
Placed on the open market during 1922 the four bedroomed, double fronted home carried, two entertaining rooms, kitchen, 
scullery, separate bath and w/c, with cellars below. The outer buildings comprised of; a wash house, tool shed, two stall stables, 
loose box or barn with loft, hay shed and lean-to. Arable land came with the deal amounting to 27 acres some of which fronted onto 
Church Road. All the wrought iron railings and the main gate to the Lodge were sacrificed for the war effort. 
 
 
 
Chassen Road Group. 
The three semidetached houses along the south side of the road came in 1917. Only one carries 
a name today that of Chassen Cote at number 68. 
 
 
 
Corbe. Chassen Road 
Corbe was only traced from a 1926 index for the road. It was next door to the Shawtown Farm and noted as number 19 south. 
Oswald King was sharing tenancy with Mrs. Mary Agnes Lewton as his neighbour. 
 
Greystone Cottage. Chassen Road  

This cottage was never listed in any directories and is found to have been renamed from Grey 
Cottage and/or The Haven. There two cottages joined to one another and they can be seen at the 
corner of Chassen and Balmoral. A 1934 description gave forth three bedrooms, an upstairs 
bathroom, parlour, living room, and a small kitchen that had its original flagged flooring. To 
complete the scene was a pantry underneath the stairway and the home was lit by gas. An 
occupant for the period stated the cottage was once a part of the nearby farm. 
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Holly Cottage. Chassen Road 
This cottage was the first residence past the Chassen Lodge in 1891 it was home to George Platt. 
Detail came about this home later, and it was built in 1740. It carried the name Holly Cottage 
Woodbine. Edwin Wright stayed here for 1898 and Thomas Clarke was resident there from 1900-
1912. Today, the cottage sits almost at the corner of Balmoral Road and the Woodbine calling has 
been dropped. Only the main structure remains. Its initialled date stone carries the letters of I C which 
some believe stands for Ivy Cottage.1922 showed the detached cottage up for grabs, it had four 
bedrooms, kitchen, sitting room, scullery and pantry. There were outbuildings comprised of a two 
stalled stable, a small shippon for three cattle, wash house, barn, and pig sty.  
 
John Fisher Court. Chassen Road 
This small cluster home was built on the land used for an electrical substation. The Electricity Board reinstalled an enlarged unit 
nearer to the railway line leaving surplus area for development. 
 
Little Barn Farm. Chassen Road 
The farm has been tracked down as a very early name for Chassen Lodge. It comprised of 15 acres. It was only ever recorded by 
this name in the 1881 census. The farmer was a man called John Whitehead. As John was noted at the Tithe Barn Farm in 1871 
there was confusion in recording this farm and its naming. Johnôs wife Eliza took over and was found there in 1891. 
 
Shaw Cottage. Chassen Road 
The cottage was to be found in the grounds of the Shaw House according to entries in directories. The family found here was 1891 
Cairns. In 1909 it showed up as being with the house but under its own address. Alfred Sumner was to be the householder for the 
next two years. A family called Mottram are dated here as 1888 with Porter and Booth there for varying times of 1898.  
 
Shawe View. (Shaw View) Chassen Road                                        

A group of terraced housing built by the Stott Mill it gave affordable homes to its employees. 
The housing to be found across the other side of the mill on Flixton Road called Mossfield 
met the same purpose. Other householders could live there as long as they provided facilities 
to employees during work hours. The Terrace was built sometime between 1890 and 1895 
for an approximation. The View has 18 homes with the óEô being dropped from Shawe by 
1901. The mill, being sold in 1929, gave the information that this row would be included in the 
sale. It gave forth the entails as being of three bedrooms, three living rooms, bathroom and 
kitchen. The address for the block was always as Chassen Road. 

 
The Haven. Chassen Road 
Only found in 1926 on this road it was placed between Shawtown Farm at Balmoral Road and Chassen Lodge. Living there was 
William Flockton. This home was subject to a name change on several occasions. Greystone, Shaw Cottage, and Haven. Two 
cottages are joined as one behind Holly Cottage. 
 
Tithe Barn. Shaw Town Chassen Road. 
It is put forward that Leonard Asshawe built the tithe barn at the time of Shawtown existence around 1603. There have been many 
owners laying claim to this barn over its years. 
 
Tithe. (One Tenth) 

One tenth of any farm produce had to be donated to the Church. It would be stored in a Tithe Barn. 
There were two well-known Tithe Barns, Millatts on Flixton Road and Shaw Town on Chassen 
Road (aka. Penny Lane). This óTitheô was later converted into a monetary tax 1844. Originally such 
barns were built in the form of a cross and had church like exteriors this was not close to the case 
for the local barns. Each of the structures showed the barn behind with a cottage type frontage 
forming an L in style. A sale of cattle and horses in 1878 presented the Flixton version as the Tithe 
Barn Farm. This presents the possibility of it being as a part of Millatts Farm for the period. 
 

A report of 1898 stated that the Flixton Tithe Barn was demolished. This was found to be untrue as the 
reference was made to a barn in Ely. The barn frontage at Flixton was converted into shops and in 1898 
A. & J. Holdsworth butcher took one of them with George William Wood a Stationer the other. The 
Chassen version was also put to different usage for many years. The best date so far attained is 1779 
for it, Millatts, to have been in existence. John Faulkner leased the lands to Richard Millatt at that time. 
Reference is sometimes made to both old places as the Tithe Cottages at a time before the conversion 
to other usage. 
 
Urmston AFC. Chassen Road 

It is not known when this club first started the game of soccer in Urmston. It has been around for 
many years c.1880 as John Hibbert of the Urmston Grange was President at that time. Later 
teams as Urmston AFC played in Flixton at the first Chassen Road ground. A date has been 
traced for origin 1912 with club house and grandstand established post war 1935. Manchester 
United entered into a contract to use the facilities for their A team at that time. 
 
This clubhouse was a large wooden construction, contained a bar that had a sunken floor where 
the staff had to stand on a platform to serve customers. Not having a cellar, the beer was tapped 

direct from barrels. The building was large enough to include a billiard table and a stage with entertainment hired for regular 
Saturday fare. Circa 1950 it is believed they played in the South East Lancashire League but were disbanded 1971 when 
Manchester City brought their training facilities next door at Shaw View. The club house caught fire in 1972, nothing survived. 
Other clubs have been formed under this name since this time and are detailed as found. One year the Urmston club team of dart 
players won the local division; it brought in Manchester City captain for the time, Roy Paul, to present the prizes.  
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Grandstand. 
A stand was erected on the Chassen football field of Urmston AFC during the middle 1950ôs. Once 
Manchester City arrived, at the ground next door on Shaw View, it killed this particular venture of 
local football and Urmstons team. City purchased the steel structure but passed it over to Sutton 
Town FC. The spectator shelter is believed to still exist, albeit drastically modified, to sit over the 
change rooms. 
 
 

 

¶ Chatsworth Close. Urmston 
14 houses and 1 flat make up this Close.  
 

¶ Chelsea Road. Flixton 
Difficult for some local soccer fans to accept but it has 20 houses built circa 1925. Chelsea is old English for óChalk landing placeô. 
1928 Chelsea carried several homes of a calling: Miany, Arnside, South View, Fairfield, Roemarsh, Mayfield, Ednor, and Holmfield. 
 
Arnside. Chelsea Road 
1928 and Harold Taylor lived in Arnside, by chance he was a tailor. 
 
Ednor. Chelsea Road 
For Norman Smith this was home in 1928. 
 
Fairfield. Chelsea Road 
John Edward Russum was living here for the time of 1928. 
 
Holmefield. Chelsea Road 
1928 resident William Hepburn called this his home field. It was the last-named house for the period down this road. 
 
Mayfield. Chelsea Road 
The field for Peter Stephen in 1928 it was to be found near the end of the no through way. 
 
Miany. Chelsea Road 
The 1928 directory brought this road into contention for the district. This, the first home on the road by position, was owned by 
Lawrence Martin. 
 
Roemarsh. Chelsea Road 
In the year of 1928 this was the marshy home of Bert Stableford. 
 
South View. Chelsea Road 
John Nicholson enjoyed this 1928 view from his home on the road. 
 
Winfield. Chelsea Road 
This three bedroomed semidetached showed the calling in 1927. It continued with the fact it had a bath and a greenhouse. 
 
 

¶ Chemist or Pharmacy. 
Manchester University had established courses for chemists by 1827. To find the entry into Urmston for this practice had not been 
forthcoming until 1901 when Joseph Rose opened on Station Road and Todd Levi dispensed from his pharmacy shop of 11 Crofts 
Bank Road. From newspaper promotions, Beecham products, and Carterôs little liver pills were standard fare for the 1850ôs. Gafan 
on Crofts Bank and Church Road, Fields of Church Road who took over from Gafan, Smith along Moorside, and Goldstone for 
Woodsend, were some of the found names for the following eras. Rose went on to a second shop at the Davyhulme Circle. 
 

¶ Cheriton Road. Flixton 
The Urmston Council posted for tender on the road a block of three story's containing 60 flats in five 
blocks of twelve during 1949.  Generally, it was developed about 1950 and this is now called home 
to 64 families. Cheriton has Devonshire origins. The three floors were unusual for the district as 
height was always a consideration for local buildings. This land was where one could find the Boiler 
House that supplied the Woodsend Estate with hot water for domestic use. 
 
 

¶ Chesham Avenue. Davyhulme 
There are 20 homes occupied here on the Avenue. The name arrives from Buckinghamshire as an ancient family. 
 

¶ Cheshire. 
The county was an important factor of Flixton. The boundary was so close its connection spilled over 
especially around the St. Michaelôs Church. Many recorded events at the church were registered under 
Cheshire rather than Lancashire. Carrington produce and products were ferried or carted across the 
Mersey into Flixton and beyond. In 1974 the boundary was crossed, as it became the Trafford M B. 
Partington is now included with Urmston under the Trafford designation but still as Cheshire. 
 

¶ Chester Avenue. Urmston 
8 properties from 1935 account for this ócityô named Avenue. 
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¶ Chetwynd Avenue. Urmston 
The avenue has 10 homes, no detail. There are several interpretations of the word Chetwynd, but the consensus seems to show Old 
English for ówinding way.ô 
 

¶ Chiltern Avenue. Davyhulme 
Chiltern is made up from 6 houses. The avenues name is commonly used throughout England. 
 

¶ Chislehurst Avenue. Davyhulme 
The properties are 14 in number. The Hurst is a place name near London.  
 

¶ Church Gate. (Estate) Urmston 
The 34 homes of Church Gate were built in 1963 on the land vacated by the Lime Tree Farm on Stretford Road. 
 

¶ Church Road. Church Lane or Shaw Lane 
As an established road it only received a sewerage pipe, with manholes, and street lighting in 1881. 
Starting at Flixton Village and ending at Stretford Road Urmston it has been widened in stages from 
1950 to 1969 losing some of its charm in the process. Tree lined and quaint cottage homes, all 
falling to progress. For the south side of Church Road, the majority of ownership was held jointly by 
G. Ridehalgh and J. Booth before it was developed as residential. 
 
 
 

 
One remaining feature is the slip road that sides the Church, it was once the main road 
leading up to and by the Inn. The old road returns in front of the Village cottages. Current 
Church Road details show 295 properties, 256 are homes, 7 are recorded as flats with the 
balance commercial.  
 

A finding for the present on Church Road is that the house of Brookfield carries a date stone it shows the 
building came in 1879 giving the indication of its true formation on the road along the south side. The 
earliest dates found so far for housing along this road had been for 1883 in sales adverts. As a pointer 
from the Grange Road area to Shaw Town before 1890 there was not a single house to be found on the 
south side. 
 
 
    

For the beginning years most of the land as Church Road south from St. Michaels to Queens Road was owned by the George 
Ridehalgh family. Once it fell into the hands of his second wife Elizabeth she released much to Joseph Spark for development. His 
style of building is prominent to this day. 
 

¶ Church Road. Urmston 1900 South 
1-3 Church Road was known as Lorne Villas alongside three more Villas, Clifton, Clinton, and 
Carlton. A single home next called Berwens with another Villa next door Mansfield. Hollingworth, 
Brookfield, and The Oaks take the housing to No.41 which bore no name. Oak Lawn, The 
Cottage, fit in between to Gordon Villas. Here a list of 10 uses the land through to the Chesham. 
Hopewood, Claremont House, Faversham, Ellastone, Overd Le, Strathdene, Hazledene, 
Oakhurst, Ennenda, to Abbotsford. The Chesham with Grafton and Glenageary came next. 
Aldersyde, The Knoll, Willoughby, and Bremen Lodge reach the Urmston ending.  
 

1911 there were several changes, at No.1 a veterinary surgeon had taken up residential 
practice.  A new list of names appears to fit in between Hazledene and Oakhurst. They were 
Elmhurst, Ravensdene, St. Leonardôs, Gower House, Mount Melfort, Innisfallen, Amstel House, 
Cranford, Capstone, Apsley Villa, Red House, and Priors Lea. There was another house 
recorded beyond the Bremen Lodge called White Croft. 
 

¶ Church Road. Urmston 1900 North 
Springfield is the beginning at No.22 partnered to Myrtle Villa, Bambro View came next with only one home here actually named, 
Rowan Tree. The last house before Lyme Grove was Sand Field c.1880. Fernside, Stray Field, Davenham Villas come in order 
before a terrace of 7 called Claribell Villas. This takes the list to Beech Avenue and the last home of Huralta. Three Villas, Birch 
Field, Rush Field, and Wood Field join with Birch Cottages to complete this block at Moss Grove. (Dartford) 116-122 carried no 
names but Rosecarbery, Leyburn House fill into a group of 8 passing as Smithfield Terrace. Smithfield House c.1880 ends the 
Urmston address. The Police Station had been built and two names came into being circa 1911, Eckington and Pershore before 
Lyme Grove.  
 

¶ Church Road. Flixton 1900 South 
This area starts with the farmland of Shaw Town. Barnfield did not exist so it was open land 
through to the farmhouse where there was not even a road called Southgate.  Meadow 
Bank, Fernholme, and Melrose were placed way before the Shaw Hall itself. Closest, after 
the Hall was Grove House and it accompanied the Shaw Cottages of which there were five 
or six. At Edgeley Road each side had a Villa, Edgewell, and Edgefield. After St. Michaelôs 
Church and the Inn, the duo of Throstledale appears with Mayfield House coupled to Ivy 
Cottage.  
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Into the Village the Greyhound had Oak Cottage sitting to the rear with, next to Chatham, Lark Rise which was not named at this 
time. The Hollies take Church Road up to Carrington Road. Missing was the cottage after Lark Rise which was there for the period.  
 
This stretch of road changed in 1905 with six new names for the section Barnfield to Southgate they were Pendennis, Holmwood, 
Nether-Royde, Kinclough, Ingleby, and Dovenby. Shaw Town Farm registers as an abode. No changes thereafter until reaching the 
established Flixton Golf Links, and last, the Ivy Cottage is not named any more. 
 
 
 

¶ Church Road. Flixton 1900 North 
Opposite Barnfield the housing opens with Stanley Cottage and its neighbour of an earlier time. A small block of 7 unnamed houses 
sits astride the Longfield Farm. From Chassen Road to Cambridge there was nothing remembering The Buck and Shaw Town 
were regarded as Chassen Road. At Cambridge the first houses were Elm Lea, Pine Hurst, Holly Lea, The Holly, Elm Wood, and 
lastly Oak Wood. Farmland with the School Cottages took precedence from here to the St. Michael school house and the school. 
Two small shops ended Church Road at Flixton Road. Victor Terrace as of 1911 came in between Lever Street and Cambridge 
Road. Elm Lea was renamed as Ash Lea, then new here, was Brentwood before Elm Wood followed by Wood Lea with Oak still at 
the end. 
 

Church Road Shops. 1940 (The row was built in 1931) 
 
North 
Left: Smethurst Tobacconist 
Center: Jackson Ladies Outfitter with the proprietor Gladys Jackson 
Right: Gafan Chemist 
 
South 
Left: Key Greengrocer 
Center: Wales Hairdresser 
Only two shops were converted at this time. 
 North 

Church Road shops. 1950 (The row was built in 1931) 
 
North 
Left: Church Road Post Office that was owned by Bennett's followed by Cumpstay until it closed. 
Center: Muriel Dress Shop with the proprietors F & M Needham for its period here. 
Right: Fields Chemist by Abe himself as Pharmacist who replaced Gafan. 
 
South 
Left:  The Off License  
Next: Four Seasons Dry Cleaners 
Followed by Wilde Hairdresser                      South 
Far right: Baxter Fish and Chips (Double Front)    
 
On this, the south side, the paired blocks were originally semidetached homes, from left to 
right: Fernholme and Melrose. The average date for such conversions in the district was 1932. 
 

 

The row north around 1940 from Chassen towards Urmston: Fernley Confectionery, Tennant 

Butcher, Burton Fish and Chips, Sarah Johnson Greengrocery, Hampson Wine and Spirit, 
Kenny and Hollis Ladies Fashion, Linden Lea Kennels, Derbyshire Ladyôs Hairdresser, 
Grieveson Shoe Repairs, Duckworth Grocer, Hall Confectionery, Talon Sweets and Tobacco, 
Greenlees Fruitier, Jones Grocer, Last here was a Co-op store opposite Barnfield. 
 

 

The row north around 1950 from Chassen towards Urmston: Cooper's Confectionery, Mason 

Butcher, Theobald's Fish and chips, Ernie Johnson Greengrocery, Fairman Radio and TV, 
Kenny and Hollis Ladies Fashions. Rushton Shoe repairs, Duckworth Grocer, Homewares 
Hardware, A. C. Talon Sweets and Tobacco, and Eric Shaw grocery. Last again was the Co-op 
store opposite Barnfield. A shop numbered as 248 was listed as owned by M. Hurley in 1953 
selling ladies and childrenôs outfitting. 

 
 

 
The last shop in this row, Kenny and Hollis, has been converted into a permanent residence  
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Church Road Shops. (No Name) The small row of shops which followed the Police Station at the beginning of this road have 
been place for 1933. A strip of its own that included a lay-by hidden behind large trees, it has fallen on difficult times in recent years 
with business changes and location. 
 
1938 gave some indication of what the beginning services were: 
Number 6. John Hamer Confectioner. 
Number 8. Clifford Eccles Fruitier. 
Number 10. Terry Bakery. 
Number 12. Ernest Rushton Boot repairs.  
Number 14. Edward Finnerty Fishmonger. 
An odd number found for 1953 was that of number 7. It had a confectioner called Irlam and 
Gibbs in shop. By 1954 an auctioneer called Smith & Whiteley had moved in. 
 
Church Road. Off Licence. 
For many years there was a shop close to Dartford Road, it sat back away from Church Road. Its 
beginnings were found to be as a grocery store run by David Griffith in 1898, Alfred Faulkner during the 
times of 1910 and later Mark Higginson during 1938-39, through into the 1950 era it was an óOff licenceô 
run by John Crook. It is entered here only to show the building has been reconstructed for another use. 
As the road became wider the front yard became smaller leaving it almost at the kerbside for the present. 
Some may also remember the hut next door where Alfred Funnell repaired shoes.  
 
Church Road Post Offices. 

There were two locations for the Post Office on Church Road. The first being at the corner of 
Southgate then addressed as 145 Church Road. An early name would be for 1938 James Rogers 
with Royle following once their news agency closed slightly up the road. As this too closed the 
second office took home opposite Kingston Drive. This was run by the Bennetts who passed on to 
Cumpstay.  
 
A greengrocer adjoined the first Post Office numbered as 147 Church Road, he was John Henry 
Stott, and this was dated 1939. A change by 1950 as it became V. James as owner. 
 

 
Church Road (seven) Bungalows. 
Placed before the Flixton Golf Club this row of bungalows was built c.1935 each was given a name and for 1938-39 they were, in 
order of appearance: 
 
Edale. Herbert Toy. 
Trille. Mrs Marris. 
Cartref. Mrs Catherine Hughes. 
Hay Kiln. George Wardle.                                                    
Parkdon. Arthur Leigh Johnson. 
Norbrae. Harry Norbury. 
Kinsdale. Miss Maud Ellen Wild. 
 
Abbotsford. 99 Church Road                     

This old home was converted into a school called Caius House in 1908. (See Caius House) The 
school stayed there until 1997 when it relocated to Flixton Road. Today it is utilised as a Day Care 
Centre for children. Much of the old interior was rediscovered hidden away behind false walling and it 
has been retained as its new décor. The building is dated as of 1898 and confirmed by finding a 
newspaper of the time hidden in the walls. The house was registered to Frederick Fletcher from 1901 
to 1919. The grounds show only one of its original gate posts. The house design was a copy of its 
neighbour Ennenda with five bedrooms, box bedroom, living room, sitting room, kitchen, hall, dining 
room, bathroom, cellars, and a large garden. 
 

Abbotsford. Caius House School. (Latin for keys) 99 Church Road 
The old home called was converted to a private school in 1908. Before it became called Caius it 
was Urmston College. The uniform the pupils wore had a distinctive red blazer and it was well 
known in the surrounds of Church Road. The school has relocated to Flixton Road and it is now 
called Abbotsford Prep School. The origin of the schoolhouse was confirmed after finding an old 
document in the walls during renovation. It is believed that the school began in a residential home 
around the Walmsley Grove area. It proved too small prompting the move to Church Road. 
 

 
A Gryphon was symbolic to the school with Crossed Keys the more recognisable signature.  
 
         A known principal carried forward for 1939 it was Frank Stuart Lewis. 
 
 

 
College. Church Road 
Adding to a confused past was that 1908 showed signage outside the Caius House School on 
Church Road as The College. The classroom still housed two fireplaces and the partition 
remained intact as it was when called Abbotsford. 
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Aldersyde. 107 Church Road 
Little is known of this home from 1885 or there about. Thomas John Clark was the resident there for 
1901. As 1938 came around Miss Clara Wilson Booth could be traced in residence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Amstel House. Church Road 
This was not the famous Lagerôs home but that of Alfred Calvert who was a teacher of languages 
at the time of 1908-1938. Amstel was coupled with Cranford. Amstel is actually a river in Holland.  
 
 
Apsley Villa. Church Road 

This was the last of a building spree in 1908 along Church Road where eight homes were introduced. 
William Simpson took the ownership of this one until at least 1928. The Villa was a part and parcel to 
Capstone. It gave the idea that this stayed in the family as by 1938 Misses Clara and Constance 
Simpson had title. 
 
 
 
 

 
Ash Lea. Church Road 
The 1890 semidetached house here was once called Elm Lea and partner to Pine Hurst. 1903 it 
was a family called Heywood in Ash Lea and then Bleakley for 1928. Doctor Bernard Sandler was 
in possession for 1934 then in 1941 it was home to the Walsh family. Close to the corner of 
Cambridge Road finds its location and the righthand home of the duo.  
 
Ashville. Church Road 

Ashville (Center) sat with Fernside and Strayfield along by Lyme Grove in a triple unit it was found 
to be established around 1879. Its old Church Road number was 68 and the earliest homeowner 
found was Daniel Sutherland. Each of the three homes here carried an individual name. Ashville 
was known to have six bedrooms and the entire usual accompaniment. 1894 William Clark had it 
numbered as 68 as well. 
 
 
 

 
Balmoral View. 54-60 Church Road          
Originally called Bambro View in 1881 it incorporated at 54 Church Road, Rowan Tree. In that 
year John Wood was selling unit No.4, then by c.1915 it did not bare any name, and all were 
listed as individual homes. Four homes went on the estate market in 1912 numbered as 1-4 they 
showed as five bedrooms, two entertaining rooms, kitchen and scullery. Each had front and rear 
gardens. When, or why, the change of name came about has not been traced as the first calling 
is still to be seen with a mounted stone directly on the front of the block. 
 
Barngate. Church Road 
An obvious joining in field name for the time, Barnfield and Westgate combined. The house was close to the Shawtown farmhouse 
in 1928 with salesman Henry Stott at home. Mrs Elizabeth Millican became homemaker for 1938. 
 
Baxter. Church Road (Later Woodsend) 
The well thought of Fish and Chip purveyor started life at 173 Church Road in 1945. They as a family were well received in this 
area of Flixton. Under stiff competition from another such operation only 100 yards away it was logical to take the move to 
Woodsend Circle, their business tradition carried into around forty odd years of service to the public. Strange as it may seem the 
occupant on Church Road became another fish and chip shop and the building was once called Melrose. This now functions as a 
ñTake awayò shop. 
 
Berwens. 21 Church Road (Also known as Burwens) 

A single home noted in as being on the south side of the road. This house had a date of about 1880 
for its erection along Church with large grounds.  A family called Marsden lived here and in 1881 it 
was a Miss Emily. Berwens is a corruption of the Welsh name Berwynôs meaning óWhite Headô it is 
also a Welsh mountain. A directory for 1938-9 also indicated the family name of Mardale still here 
with Berwens, in fact noted now by two names for the house, Mardale and Burwens. Clifford Ryder 
at home in Mardale for this split in 1938 and it had Charles Chapman as a last resident in the other.  
 
 

Berwens was replaced by modern housing that comprised of one detached and three semidetached homes. Included here were 
leaded windows and doors. Of futuristic design for the period, curved bay windows and arched porches completed the architectôs 
vision. Although the same in features the brickwork was varied between two designs. The picture shows the homes built on 
Berwens land estimated to arrive c.1938 with the main house removed as they were being erected. 
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Billiard Hall. (Temperance) Junction of Church, Station, Stretford Roads 
A unique building that came into being 1909, the Hall was granted a licence in the name of 
Arthur Charles Thomas. It served as the local billiard hall until after WW2 when it finally closed. 
The idea of ñTemperanceò halls was to provide places for entertainment that did not serve 
alcohol. In general, these halls were commissioned by the Manchester Temperance Society. 
 
The first billiard table open to the public was to be found at the Bird in Hand 1898. 
1956 was the year the Temperance Billiard Hall Ltd. Company placed the building as for sale. 
The holder of the licence was Thomas William Clark. The next phase was as a Roller-Skating 
Rink opened by Armstrong Bros. of Rusholme which did not last more than two years. Taken 

over later by Vernons, a part of the Seymour Mead group, it became a supermarket. Terrys Stores 1961 occupied it next becoming 
a local fixture for many years. Presently it is used for varied restaurants internally renovated to a high standard of authenticity. 
Externally, it presents itself in modern garb. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
          Billiard Hall                                      Vernon                                           Terrys                                              Kulshi 
 
 
 
 
                                             
 
 
 
 
                                                                         Chilli                                 Istanbul       
                                                 
Billiard Hall Descriptive. (Poetic licence) 

The hall comprised, it is thought, of six to eight full sized tables all decked out in a green baize material. 
The tables were typically Victorian in their features with heavily carved legs. Above each table were 
shaded lights, gas lit, and somewhat Tiffany in looks which gave off poor illumination to all but the tables 
beneath. These lights hung from massive arched structures which reached from one side of the hall to 
the other. For its day the décor was quite luxurious with Oakwood score boards and cue racks along the 
walls. Bench seating was upholstered in soft brown or black leather and it was provided for players and 
spectators along the side walls at each venue. The hardwood floor was in strip form not parquet with 
some areas carpeted but it was minimal and there was a light refreshment bar near to the entrance. 

 
 
Birch Cottages. 112-114 Church Road. 
The cottages were found to sit at the corner of Moss Grove (Dartford Road) in 1898. The pair 
housed John Restall and Miss. Sarah Cottrill. They were demolished to accommodate planned 
road widening in 1953. Recorded origins went back to 1878. 
 
 
Birchfield Villas. 90-92 Church Road 

This pair of homes c.1890 came just after Beech Avenue when heading towards Flixton. For that 
year William Benson claimed home then they housed in 1898 the families of The Rev. Allan 
Spencer, a Wesleyan Minister, and Frank Samuel. In 1901 the Rev. Arthur Kirby took possession 
then for 1903 a new reverend had moved in Rev. Arthur Wooliescroft. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bremen Lodge. Church Road  
Sarah Ann McGowan was living here in 1901 but this 1890 detached home built by Spark & Sons 
was removed for the newer Warbrick Drive of recent years. Sarah had not moved she was noted 
as there in 1928. The Lodge was taken by a physician surgeon about 1937 he passed by the name 
of Dr. Bernard Sandler. He shared the building with a chemist Reuben Sandler who was more than 
likely a relative. Once used as a Care Home it carried two known names that of The Orchard and 
Meadow View. Bremen had a calling of German origin. 
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Brentwood. Church Road 
In a group close to Cambridge Road Brentwood was coupled with Elm Wood. At this locale on the 
north side, the righthand home was occupied by George Thomas Langston in 1911. Sarah Alice 
Ward moved in for 1938. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brookfield. 33-35 Church Road.  
The Reverend Henry Shaw of the Congregational Church and Thomas Burgess are named as 
living here through the time of 1901. A little earlier showed a date of 1881 for this residence and a 
family called Wilson. The house shows a date stone of 1879 confirming it as being one of the 
earliest known on the south side of Church Road.  
 
 
Caife Heights. (Claife) 123 Church Road 

A semidetached house-built c.1930, with this one side marked as Caife. It is to be traced as a being 
two away from the Shawtown Farmhouse prior to Southgate. There is Irish origin for Caife. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Capstone. 85 Church Road 
Only showing up in 1905-09 this was where Hugh Frederick Dunbar lived at that time. The 
neighbouring home was called Apsley. Hugh remained in the house as owner, noted in 1928. He 
was followed around 1939 by Thomas Cuthbert. 
 
 
Caradoe House. Church Road 
This calling of the house in 1909 became Eckington on the north side at No.50. John William Richards knew it by that name as he 
was at home during those years. 
 
Carlton Villas. 13-15 Church Road  
The fourth in a row of Villas here and a notary living there was Charles Griffin he was the 
Assistant Overseer for Urmston and Flixton in 1901, by 1911 he was promoted to the actual 
Overseer. Carlton was known to be on Church for 1881. Four floors, four bedrooms, cellars, 
kitchen, bathroom, and large garden, make up the Villa with living room and sitting room. 
Period fireplaces and wooden hand railing to stairs. Its exterior look does not allow for the 
opulence the home offered.  
 
 
Chassen. Church Road. 
The óhouseô could be found as the first building before Southgate in 1928. Alfred Samuel Gregory, an outfitter, fitted in nicely. A 
change of occupation showed up in 1939 Alfred was now a shop fitter, one of these possibly would be wrong. 
 
Chesham House. 101 Church Road 

A home presently converted into Bed and Breakfast accommodation. Starting its life as residential 
with William Bolton here in 1890 he had Spark and Sons build it for his own use. John James 
Cookson bought it in 1918 remaining till sometime after 1939. The house comprised of five 
bedrooms, two living rooms, kitchen, bathroom, billiard room, three cellars and a double attic. There 
are large open grounds to the rear. A garage has been adapted by entering a lower cellar on one 
side. The home was changed into a childrenôs nursery 1941 until c.1978 before becoming a B&B.  
 
 

The guest house today has a Gaelic plate at its front door it states `Cead Mile 
Failte` translating as ``A hundred thousand welcomes`` A rather vain Mr. Bolton 
had a leaded window installed bearing his initials to show his opulence. Leaded 
glass room dividing screens between its entertaining areas are also featured 
here. 
 
 
Christian Science. 26 Church Road     
This practice was to be found approximately 1965 to 1985 along the road. Their main feature being the provision of a religious reading 
room a common finding for this following. A wooden construction painted white the site is now transformed and built on as flats. 
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Church Inn. Church Road                             
The present Inn was restyled in 1924. Artistic renditions show an early version of it there in 
1731. (Most pubs around were licensed c.1780ôs) In a deed of sale from 1830 the premises 
are referred to as, ñformerlyò The Dog and Partridge. The rear of the Inn housed a brew 
house, stable and piggery in its 1770-1867 versions.  The Inn was used as a Court House 
for any local Squire who was the Justice of the Peace for the time. Licensee names include; 
1850 John Hewitt, 1880 William Davies 1901-10 Sarah Jane Moller, 1911 Harry Price, 1919 
Elizabeth Smith, and 1928 Harry Cheetham.   
 
Dog and Partridge.  

Squire Ralph Wright, who was the local JP, held his Court there. 1772 is the first date found with 
Edmund Hesketh then for 1784 it was James Tonge, who moved to the Greyhound four years later. In 
1788 the Ale Housekeeper was John Shawcross. This pub was used as a local auction house, mainly 
for Real Estate selling, well into the 1800's. The hostelry was often referred to as Colliers House in the 
1820's due to a John Collier (Not the famous Tim Bobbin) being landlord then.  
 
 
 
 

 
Claremont House. 53 Church Road  
Claremont was a dwelling in its own right at this time it is thought to have been built around 1883 
householder for 1898 at home was Cornelius Nicholls and later in 1901 it was Robert Mills. Richard 
Hadfield moved in for 1904. 
 
Claribel Villas. 76-88 Church Road 

This group of detached and semidetached built in 1877 was leading up to Beech Avenue.  It was a 
series of seven homes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clibran and Sons. Church Road 
A business venture here had William Clibran and his sons selling seed for trial growing. This was 
in action for 1898 and continued until 1908 when Arthur Upton took the premises for a nursery. 
He stayed there right through into c.1930. William or Arthur could be found where Fairholme 
Avenue is today. 
                                                                                                                                                        Clibran alongside the house of Leyburn. 

Clifton and Clinton Villas. 5-11 Church Road  
Nothing spectacular has ever been recorded regarding these old 
semidetached Villas at the early end of the road, they are known to have 
been there in 1881. The 1901 occupants were Rutter and Stubbs for 
Clifton, with Hewitt and Manors for Clinton. At this the beginnings of 
Church Road there were four villas Lorne, Clifton, Clinton, and Carlton. 
 
 Clifton                                                          
                                                                                                  Clinton 
  

        The description for this pair is as it was with Carlton Villa. Large spacious and offering more than the exterior showed. 
                                                                                
Cranford. 83 Church Road.   

William Harrison 1909 lived here in this a slightly later addition to the road compared to the others from 
the 1880ôs. Bernard Law took his place in 1939 Cranford. As a semi the second home was called 
Amstel House.  
 
 
 
 
 

Davenham Villa. Church Road. 
In line before the terrace of Claribell the villa was known for 1898 and had a postal address of 
numbers 72-74. Robert Scott Chrystal was an early resident here in one and William Cutler in the 
other. The villa showed two living rooms, five bedrooms, kitchen and bath, cellared and large 
garden. 
 
Derbyshire Orchard. Church Road 
This orchard received special attention during the Bottoms Path trial. Justice of the Peace Norries, told Squire Wright not to include 
this area in his claim to close the pathways on his lands. This because it was not a part of his fields or lands although it did join up 
with Bottomôs. The home of the Derbyshire family was replaced by Flixton Station. For the beginnings it was found to be the first 
ever brick built house in Flixton. The orchard went from Flixton House to opposite the Church and it was owned by Jenny 
Derbyshire. This small portion of pathway still sits there to this day alongside the Grove. The balance of the path has been taken by 
the new St. Michaelôs School. The name of Derbyshire is recorded for here in 1750. 
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Dovenby. 129 Church Road 
Shown in 1948 as being next to the Shawtown Farmhouse and noted to be part of a semidetached 
house built in 1902. Making up the par was Ingleby.  A vestibule, hall, lounge, dining room, kitchen, 
scullery, and larder began its description. A wash house, complete with stone sink, gas boiler, and 
coal shed finished off the ground floor. The first floor had three bedrooms and a bathroom while the 
attic contained two more bedrooms. Findings are that in 1909 Thomas Worthington had it for his 
family with Mrs. E. F. Worthington alone in 1911. J. Howson Emmins, who was a surveyor, lined up 
in 1938-39.  
 
Eckington. Church Road 
The north side of the road was where this home became established. For 1909 it was called Caradoe House and had John 
Richards there. The building itself was numbered as 50 for this era. 
 
Edenfield. Church Road 
This belonged to Harry Robert Cheetham in 1928 it was the first home after the Shawtown farmhouse. Harry was a well reputed 
merchant by occupation. Into 1938 and it brought Frederick Worsley to his Eden. 
 
Edgewell and Edgefield Villas. Church Road   
The Edgewell Villas (numbered 277-281) and the Edgefield Villas (numbered 271-275) both 
c.1850 sit each side Edgeley Road a small road off Church Road that went to Lumbs farm in the 
1950ôs. Yet another site attached to the Shaw group it led to its real name of Shaw Hey farm. 
The most well-known óEdgeô is Alderley Edge which was órough forest landô however; a William 
Edge was living in one of the houses down Edgeley Road in a 1907 coincidence. The Villas 
have been slightly altered and modernised with the basis as original. 
 
Ellastone. 61 Church Road  

A connection has been traced to the same named building on Stretford Road. The house was owned 
by a family called Goodwin in the 1890ôs who later also resided at the Ellastone Hill.  At this address 
on Church Road the buildings are only known by name and were not numbered here after. This 
particular home is incorporated into the Urmston Manor Retirement Home with Overdale. An advert 
for 1914 presented it with six bedrooms and three entertaining rooms. 
 
 
 

 
Elmhurst. Church Road 

This name was given for the home of George William Smith c.1906. It only entered into directories as 
of 1911 it was matched with Ravensdene and Harold Thompson was the householder then. Mrs Ena 
Whittam made her 1938 home in Elmhurst. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elm Lea. Church Road 
This was the first house after Cambridge Road in 1900 with William Arthur Heywood 
homeowner. Before it changed to carry the name of Ash Lea as of 1911 the owner was John 
Cottrill. The partner here for Elm Lea is Pinehurst. William Heywood had it under the altered 
calling. Inexplicably the block was so mixed up for 1928 it lost its way for records. 
 
 
Elm Wood. Church Road 

Arthur Stockwell lived in this house for 1901 which was around Cambridge Road. The righthand side 
to this pair was Elm Wood while the left had the calling of Brentwood. The group here included four 
Villas split by Davis Road. As it was for its associates the references to the christening of this home 
were confusing over time, there is detail for a resident, 1938 Robert Coppock lived there. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ennenda. 97 Church Road  
A house on Church Road built c.1885 and still a private residence. It was the neighbour of Abbotsford, 
the Caius House School. Retaining its original gate posts the exterior is well preserved. A 1903 resident 
there, Mr. Arthur Scholfield, was named as a Justice of the Peace in January 1917.  
 
The house boasted 7 bedrooms; the hall leads to a stairway, a large living room, sitting room, kitchen, 
utility room, laundry, 2 dressing rooms, cellars and garage. A laid-out garden completed its description. 
Added features included; a cast iron fireplace and a mahogany fireplace, the dining and sitting rooms 
were serviced by a retractable screen which could be opened up to form one huge room. The house 
was taken by the Spastic Society for a while; they changed to calling this Meade House. 
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Faversham House. 59 Church Road 
This old house c.1885 has been converted into a Nursing Home. Faversham was numbered as 55 
but it would appear this has changed to 59 in modern times. The 1898 resident was Samuel 
Smallman. There was an association here with the English Martyrs Church. At one time Faversham 
was classed as a hotel from news adverts of the 1960ôs showing it to have had varying usage 
during its life. Conversion back as a hotel was in order for 1977 after council tried to change into a 
home for the homeless. It finally became a care home for the elderly. 
 
 

Fernholme. 167 Church Road 
This was one of the many holdings of the Shawcross family c.1880. First found registered 1897 with Richard Stokes and in 1898 
directories with James Hughes living there, he was a coal merchant living here until 1909 when Henry Swire took it. The Swire 
name continued but as William by 1911 and further up to and into 1930. Its fame arrives from it being home to the Stretford and 
Urmston Gunners Club. This house was partially converted into a shop it has been converted back for today. Its neighbour was 
Melrose and the two semidetached homes sat at Kingston Drive that was to be. 
 
 
The Stretford & Urmston Gunners Club. 167 Church Road 
The club was housed in this house built in 1889 and called Fernholme. Closing in 1949 the 
building was offered for use as shop premises or for reinstating to its former use as a dwelling. The 
ground floor was the only section in use by the club with the upper floor converted into an 
apartment. This had two bedrooms a living room, kitchen and bathroom, its cellars below. A 
garage, outside, was accompanied by Ladies and Gents brick toilets. A club of sorts continued into 
later years but today it is residential. The second half of this semidetached was made into a shop it 
has a returned status for the present. 
             
Gunners arrive from all branches of military service usually associated with the artillery. This was a social club for their specific 
pleasure as veterans of the service.   
 
Fernside. 66 Church Road 

Fernside 1885 sat close to Lyme Grove for location. The house had six beds, two living rooms and 
the normal conveniences. Two cellars were below. Albert Edwin Gresty was the homeowner for 
1901-1928 he was involved with cotton for his work. It was one of three in a row here, for 
identification, the east end. The next-door home was Ashville followed by Strayfield. 
 
 
 
 
 

Flixton Golf Links. (Private Course) Church Road                                 
Founded in 1893 and called Entwisle Golf Club it moved to Flixton in 1903. A links type 
course with nine holes was established with a club house sited in a Church Roadhouse 
and a pavilion close to the first hole.  

 
A fire in the clubs first year made it a new club house had to be built of a higher standard 
than the first. Some of the design has been accredited to George Duncan a Scottish 
Professional who won the Open in 1920. Yardage was increased c.1955 incorporating a 
portion of the fields from the defunct Shaw Hall Farmlands. It is claimed that this course is 
one of the longest nine holes in England. Samuel Bridge Stott who had inherited the land, 
known as Trialham, for this Links died in 1978 and the club were able to purchase the 
land that was previously leased. In 1922 the club was to sell its horse mower with grass 
box evolving into motorised equipment. A new club house was opened in 1988. 
 
The golf course, being isolated, had another use which was found on a map celebrating 10 years 1894 to 1904. It indicated that the 
Snowden Avenue end was once used for weapon target practice. The map shows a hillock where targets were placed perhaps by a 
sporting club or even military use. Another o/s map actually called it a Rifle Range that was one year later in 1905.  
 
In 1921 the club was seeking a new groundôs man professional. His wife would be expected to act as stewardess and in return 
there was a free house, free gas, and free coal. Profit share from the catering, sale of clubs, balls, and coaching lessons was a part 
of the deal along with a wage to be discussed. The c.1938-1950 Professional was Frank Warburton with William Nicholls as 
Steward. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Fairways. 269 Church Road                                                                                                               
A nursing and care home for the elderly which is housed in the former club house of the Flixton 
Golf Club. The house has been distinctly modernised from its 1903 beginnings with service as a 
care home since 1989. 
 
Flixton Village. Church Road 

Difficult to define but from St. Michaelôs Church to Parsonage Road and along to Flixton Station 
Bridge is generally known as the Village. The Old Grove is being included. 
 

                     The Village detail follows the Church Road entries. 
 

 



    66 
 

 
 

Glenageary. Church Road 
One of several homes built around 1880-85 in this row on Church Road, all of similar architecture 
and size. Its owner for 1898 was John OôBrian. The gate posts show Gwynant today with the 
possibility it was called Woodseats for a while. The Glen is a Gaelic place and it translates into Glen 
of the sheep. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Gordon Villas. 47-49 Church Road  
A pair connected as the Villas, in earlier times of 1898 bearing the names for reference of Maria 
Williams and Mary Finn. They were found at the same period as the first housing along the road 
which came in or around 1883.  
 
 
Gower House. 75 Church Road 

This old home was built around 1905 to become the dwelling of Thomas Nuttall. Gower and St 
Leonards are partners here as one. The 1939 engineer called Edmund Cooper went to work from this 
house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grafton House. 103 Church Road 
Grafton is alongside the Chesham bed and breakfast accommodation with Gwynant on the other 
side. This house from the 1880ôs still stands today after having an early occupant of John 
Edward Green during 1898 and Richard Glazier in 1901. Mrs. Eleanor Glazier took over for 
1919 once the war was over, then handing it to Misses Annie and Mary Glazier by 1938. Mrs 
Amy Cook helped with the mortgage in one half of the home. 
 
 
Grasmere. Church Road 

This house, a detached, is to be found as the second home after Shaw Hall and its cottages along the 
road. As a neighbour to Highfield it was not named for olden times but stands proud as being from 
an early era. The statement can now be corrected both homes here were built in 1932 by the 
Warburton family. For detail the house had 4 bedrooms, a sitting room, lounge, the kitchen included a 
dining area, garage plus additional car port. The conservatory overlooked the fine grounds. When 
asked why they were established so close together on such a large piece of land Mr. Warburton 
replied it was because he wanted at least one of them to have a large garden. Grasmere certainly has 
that. His tenant or purchaser for 1939 was Harry Chadderton. 
 

 
Grove House. Church Road 
The house sat close to Shaw Hall with its cottages and it is dated as before 1840. For 1887 to 1898 the homeowner was Robert W. 
Millard and during 1896 the Draffin family stayed here. Location of this home and its past has been found. Albert Padmore lived 
there during 1938-39 its location shows as being before the Shaw Hall Cottages. The house and cottages were demolished soon 
after that date. 
 
 
Gwynant.  195 Church Road 

Gwynant follows the same style as its neighbour Grafton as a detached home of 1890. For a while it 
went by the name of Glenageary, but its gate post stipulates otherwise. For this reason, its several 
name changes, names are associated with each of its newer callings. Here at the time of Gwynant 
was 1928 a silk merchant known as John Roberts he was known to remain there into 1940. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hayesleigh. Church Road 
A home of this name had never been located along Church Road. This entry was found when a birth occurred to the pairing of John 
and Louisa Mollison there in 1902. Street directories do not indicate any family name or abode accredited to a Hayesleigh. 
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Hazeldene. 67 Church Road 
Hazel stands with Strathdene at 59 along this road. John McCullum held house for the time of 1901.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highfield. Church Road 
Once past the Shaw Hall and its cottages Highfield was the first of two large detached houses. 
Neither was named in directories until modern times, but their structures show them to be quite 
mature. The second detached house is called Grasmere. Information now shows the two 
homes were built in 1932 by a family called Warburton and 1939 had Walter Warburton 
confirmed as owner. 
 
Hollingworth House. 31 Church Road  

When William Hill was letting this house in 1883, it showed as follows; two entertaining rooms, the 
rest of the house had six bedrooms and a bathroom with separate w c. 
There was a dressing room to the bedrooms. Its cellars were in three 
chamber form. For the exterior, a coach house noted as being on Carlton 
Road, with double stabling in the large garden. Over the front door is a 
monogram transposed with an R over a B, this lettering has not yet been 
identified for ownership at its onset. At this time of 1883 a plain cook was 
being advertised for in want ads.  
 

The home of 1891 Phyllis Shinger with William Wright. 1898 residents Alfred Croad and William are recorded into 1911; William 
married a lady named as Catherine. As 1913 arrived Mrs. Catherine Wright had ownership as William had passed on. (1868-1913). 
She remarried to Thomas MacDonald (1873-1940) and became Catherine MacDonald in 1922 still residing there to 1953 when she 
too passed on aged 85. Hollingworth is a town 12 miles east of Manchester in Tameside. 
 
 
Holly Lea. Church Road  
Mrs. Sarah Sharman lived at this Lea in 1900 it was to be found as one of a pair close to 
Cambridge Road. Making up this duo was The Holly, the Lea, is to be found as the righthand 
home of the two. When proffered for sale it included four bedrooms, a hallway, two entertaining 
rooms and kitchen. The owner for 1939 was William Henry Goldstraw. 
 
 
Holmwood. 121 Church Road 

A large double fronted house of 1903 with a hall, cloak room, three entertaining rooms, kitchen, 
scullery, pantry, four bedrooms, box room, storeroom and bath. A washroom, coal, and cellars finished 
this advertised abode for 1949. Edmond Fullerton may have offered it for sale as he was around during 
1939. This house became the Williamson Ballet School until around 1960. 
 
 
 

 
Hopewood. 51 Church Road  
Noted for a time of 1885 for its construction, in 1898 it belonged to Charles Heyward and still was in 
1911.  
 
Huralta. 88 Church Road 
The last home in the row called Claribel Villas and the only individual one to carry its own name. Frederick Worsley was the proud 
owner in 1901. 
 
Ingleby. Church Road 

One of the semidetached homes close to the Shawtown Farmhouse prior to Southgate of c.1902 its 
partner was Dovenby. John Arthur Thompson had this first half. The cinema director who was 
Rennie Hartley came along for 1938. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Innisfallen. Church Road 
Arriving around 1905-06 the house is occupied today at number 79. Its proud owner at the 
beginning was Thomas Bromley. The home is paired with Mount Melfort. Two names could be 
found at the time of 1939 Arthur Dearden and William Elkin. 
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Ivy Cottage. (Rebuilt) Church Road  
The original cottage name that was first built on Church Road was taken further to be the home next 
door to the Greyhound Hotel more commonly known as either Swindellôs or Birtwellôs. It was then 
transformed exquisitely back into a private home once more by Tate family c.1978. Mrs. Maria 
Ashton was shopkeeper for 1898, the earliest shop connection found. This version of Ivy was 
positioned after the semi of Mayfield and Throstledale. 
 
 
 

 
Birtwell. Schofield, Racle. (Ivy Cottage)                                                                                              
Mary Emmett continued the story of this small shop in 1900 she was followed by the name of 
Swindells it was a sweets and tobacconist shop alongside the Greyhound Hotel. Edie Birtwell 
(Daisy in 1939) took it and saw it through the rationing days of wartime. The Church School 
across the way utilised it as the local tuck shop. Names that followed were Scholfield who sold 
to Racles in 1964. Its shop windowed front has been removed but the home is as it was over a 
hundred years ago. 
                                                                                                                                                                        Village shop alongside the Greyhound 

The Church Croft. (Ivy Cottage) 
This is the latest designation for the cottage. Because the home fell under the Conservation Area 
of Flixton the consulting firm of Lloyd Evans and Prichard were engaged. This was to ensure the 
correct procedure was taken in renovating the premises for the St. Michaelôs Church specifications 
and to conform to the conservation regulations. The last people to actually live here privately were 
the Tate family. 
 
 
Unknown Cottage. (Possibility) Church Road 

Described as possible as confirmation is derived from description only. This cottage was the 
first Shawtown School. A lease described the two bayed sites as being to the north of the 
church but adjoining the churchyard this small abode behind the Church Inn was given to Flixton 
by Peter Egerton for use as a school in 1643. This was until a new school could be built across 
at Shawtown in 1662. Re-habited thereafter by a Roger Smith it was vacated around 1908 later 
to be demolished. The area of this land became a holding pen for livestock then later a parking 
lot for the Church Inn prior to Mayfield and Throstledale. 
 

 
Kinclough. Church Road 
The neighbour to Nether Royde was dated 1902 by its lease documents. It was home for Herbert Harrison at that time and was a 
three bedroomed semidetached, each side having, hall lounge, dining, kitchen etc. Twin bedrooms were to be found in the attic. 
Nathanial Horrocks took his place here by 1903 but lost his daughter as she took hand in marriage to Herbert Smith from Sale. 
Sidney Foggett put his feet under the table for 1938 and felt good about it. 
 
Knowsley Bakery. Church Road 

First found as Herbert Moore baker in 1938. The bakery, as a part of a semidetached, was not 
named but it partnered with the home believed to be Southgate for the 1920ôs. The 1950's saw this 
bakery thriving later to be taken by another baker called Barrows. A speciality from here, Knowles, 
was its Balm Cakes with customers lining up half an hour before they were due to come out of the 
ovens. Christopher Knowles being the confectioner there at the time. Only spelling differences raise 
question of Knowles and Knowsley. Barrows was established there in 1993. 
 

 
 
Leyburn House. 134 Church Road  
The house was situated before Smithfield Terrace carrying a date prior to 1900. On the north side 
it became home to Henry Alex Henderson in 1911. The only semi found for this area was 
connected to Rosecarbery and numbered as 132-134 in 1901. (Leyburn was the home to the left) 
 
 
Longfield Farm. Church Road 
This farm occupied land between Shawtown and Longfield Road. This farm was named something other than Longfield during its 
lifetime as an address refers to Malt Kiln Farm at this location. In the 1881 census it claimed to be of small acreage, only two. 
Survey maps indicate it was larger than this but still a small holding compared to most around Urmston. The farmer for 1897-1901 
was William Thorpe.  
 
Lorne Villas. 1-3 Church Road 
The first numbered house on this road would be found today, as a commercial building it was also 
known as a branch of Terrys for 1961. An abnormal semidetached home of the 1880ôs as it comprised 
of three homes. George and Maria Howard lived in it for 1888 with John Fitzgerald and Ebenezer 
Helm the following year. The third residence was addressed as Queens Road; it sits as a corner site. 
In 1898 Sydney Foggett listed his name for the Queens address. Around 1911 the villa became the 
offices for a veterinary surgeon as well as residences, all were approved for full conversion into shops 
in 1938. For 1941 a large portion was used as a day nursery. The general design matched its 
companions of Clifton, Clinton, and Carlton, offering the same architect and builder was used. 
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This building has gone through many changes of use most likely because of its centred position to 
the beginnings of Urmston. The UUDC used this site for small offices which included the Citizens 
Advice Bureau. Doctors, dentists and vets, filled portions during its lifetime. Under the possession of 
Charles Terry, he named the building as the Charles Court Business Centre. Since then the brick 
structure has been painted and the shops removed, its design has not altered when compared to the 
like companions that are neighbours. A restaurant took the building into its next phase with a reversal 
back into commercial offices current. Age UK opened the premises under the new name of the 
Sharples Building October 2015. 
 

 
Malt Kiln Farm and Cottages. Church Road 
First traced in the 1861 census it came up in an 1875 auction document report the farm was being 
run by Thomas Burgess, he was leaving the premises and was selling up his stock. A further 
document shows this farm to be another name for Longfield Farm around 1916 and confirmed as 
of 1928 with Bernard Close farming it. Residents who lived at Longfield in recent times received 
mail carrying this address. Longfield Farm is indicated in name because of location it should be 
called Malt Kiln. Field naming papers carry information that there were actual Malt Kilns in use at 
Shawtown in 1818.  
 
The Malt Kiln Cottages, which also showed in 1871, have been located for information. This building alongside the Church Road 
Co-op was home to Bernard Close around the 1930ôs. It, being near to the actual area of the farm, had several families housed 
there. Although not named, they belonged with the acreage and were demolished as unfit for habitation in 1957.  
 
Mansfield Villas. 27-29 Church Road  

Another of several Villas along this section of Church Road in the 
1880s with no other historical fact to it. The date for its arrival would be 
about 1882 as a Joseph Leece was living there. In 1901 the two 
families here were the Nelsonôs and the Proudfootôs. 1903 Nelson and 
Jones. 1909 Roberts and Suart. 1911 Cliffe and Suart. 1919-1828 Cliffe 
and Osborne. 1938 Latham and Langman. 
 
 
 

  
Meade House. Church Road 
Mrs. H. Birtwell was secretary to the Urmston, Flixton, and Davyhulme, Nursing Association at this address in 1929 Ennenda was 
the original calling for this location. Leonard Louis Willis changed things during 1938-39 he was a commercial traveller by 
profession. Mr. & Mrs. Dicken donated this home to the Urmston Spastic Society when they relocated in 1954 to a bungalow on 
Moorside Road. For 1963 a new home was built specifically for the Society on Renshaw Field, Flixton Road.   
  
Meadow Bank. 163 Church Road 
One of several houses found to be in existence for 1891 between Shaw Town Farmhouse and 
the estate of Shaw Hall. A Shawcross holding that had Timothy Sales in the home before being 
leased to Robert Ingleby. 1901 still had Robert in the house but Meadow Bank had gone from 
the 1909 street index. The house was removed completely from its Southgate location. The 
house reappears, coupled with Wych Elms in 1911 only confirmed by O/S mapping. It was 
detached with Wych Elms also detached sitting to the rear. The new Meadow Bank is known but 
at a totally different site. In 1928 Alfred Harrison is shown as living there. Again in 1938 it 
appeared with Mrs Margaret Swindells now at home.    
 
Meadow Bank 
Surmising from the facts provided allows for conjecture only, a dairy opened at the original site under the banner of Webster & 
Martin c.1909. When the building was to be removed, they took the calling with them to a new dairy. For 1911 Walter Scott became 
dairyman followed by Albert Taylor into the 1930ôs. At some point, around WW2 or before, it was converted into a grocery shop. 
Three names appear for this Greenhalgh, Drogan, and Bradley c.1940-1960. With only mapping to create this, it would appear the 
Elms might have been the dairy portion as the Meadow always had an associated occupant. Remaining for the present are stables 
converted for domestic living space. The Church Road and Southgate site for the original Meadow Bank was re-established with 
three semidetached homes and two shops. The earliest records show the Post Office and news agency with a greengrocer. 
 

An example of a local store of the 1950's closed and returned to a residential home. At that time this 
small section of Church Road had Drogan, Timothy, Shaw, and a Co-op, all selling Grocery. This 
particular shop became Bradley after Drogan left. There is evidence to show the house was around 
c.1910 as a dairy run by Webster & Martin who in turn were followed by Walter Scott in 1911 in the 
same trade. Confirmed once more with Albert Taylor in 1938 as dairyman. This house became the 
second under the calling of Meadow Bank. To the rear of this building was another home that of 
Wych Elm. 
 

 
Wych Elm. 165 Church Road 
This home appeared in 1909 built at the rear of Meadow Bank on Shawcross land near to Shaw Hall. George Astley was the 
tenant at this time. John Johnson was there for 1919 leaving it to 1928 Mary Johnson. Speculation has it that this may have been a 
dairy between 1909 and 1939. Only a converted cottage remains for any trace of the past and by size the Wych Elm was little more 
than that. The last known Dairyman was Albert Taylor in 1938. A story followed of the space used by a builderôs merchant named 
as George Greenhalgh who made use of these premises.  
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Meadowside. Church Road 
This house was close to Southgate following on from Shawtown Farm in 1928. A commercial traveller called George Cartrell made 
this his base. The new name of Holdcroft came in 1938, John R. S. to be precise. 
 
Melrose. Church Road 
Melrose was the last house at the border of Shaw Town and Shaw Hall 1889. It was owned by the Shawcross family up until the 
1930s who rented it out to John Murray for 1901. Charles Wood for 1909 with Robert Devonport thereafter 1919 and on. These 
homes were converted to shops remaining that way today. The next door semidetached was Fernholme and the pairing can be 
found prior to Kingston Drive. 
 
Field View.   
This home existed in 1896 Flixton. Found in the registry of St. Michaelôs Church was an entry naming the Chevalier family in this 
house and it could be found along Church Road. Baynes Hick followed a year or so later. The directory for 1898 confirmed the 
Adolph Chevalier did indeed live there and by locale it was the house of Melrose. 
 
 
Mortuary. Church Road and others. 
Indicated on maps of 1920-30 a mortuary sat at the foot of the St. Michaelôs Church Yard. It has been removed from this site c.1970 
leaving only the gate.  
 
There were mortuary facilities at the Urmston Cemetery to be found 
along with the chapels. Naturally there is provision at Trafford 
General in this respect. The Jewish Cemetery had one, but this too 
is boarded up today. One of the earliest was behind Bethells Farm 
at the end of what is now Old Crofts Bank. 
 
 
Mount Melfort. 77 Church Road Urmston 
A late starter in directories it only turned up in 1909 with Alfred Brooks residing there. The original name given was Melford with the 
added Mount called a couple of years later. Into 2010 and this home is still around to show its architecture of days-gone-by 
associated with Innisfallen. 1934 indicated it was home to R. Whittaker. 
 
Myrtle Villa. 24 Church Road 
The Villa was to be found on the north side attached to Springfield in 1882 and it had Arthur and William Hill living in the home. 
The land had been purchased from Thomas Royle-Higginson in 1881. 
 
Nether-Royde. (Netheroyd) Church Road 
The house, from 1902 according to its lease, had several spellings to its name over the years. It was 
a three bedroom each side semidetached, hall lounge, dining, kitchen etc. Twin bedrooms were to be 
found in the attic. William Sunderland lived here in 1909 and Victor Morgan 1939. Kinclough was the 
neighbour. 
 
Oakhurst. 95 Church Road                                                                                                          

A home from 1893 land owned by Elizabeth Ridehalgh that was leased to Joseph 
Spark in 1901. It was in turn leased to William Edwards for his abode. Captain 
Charles Lambert who cruised the Ship Canal and another local in that of Harry 
Tetlow also lived here. Richard Thomson came along next around 1908. At one 
time this was the home of George Coulouris 1918-1926. An actor who was Oscar 
nominated in 1932. Herbert Taylor came later as of c.1938 who was a Co-op 
warehouse manager. Found today as 95 Church Road with little changed and 
there is a large Oak tree in the frontage to capitalise on the name. The current 
owner Mrs Anna Sumira has lived in the house for over forty years. (2015)        

                                                                                                                                                                                       Captain Lambert 
 

Internally there are five bedrooms with several box rooms, a double entertaining area divided at one time by a folding screen door, 
a feature Spark loved to add in the Church Road buildings. A large kitchen is accompanied by cellars and attic space. The cellars 
were used in the past for a one-time teen spot called Sandyôs Jive Dive. Peter Noone being one of the members who frequented 
this popular club of around 1961. 
 
Oak Lawn. 41-43 Church Road Urmston  

A Victorian home and confirmed as standing as it was built in 1881. An 1898 homeowner was 
William Swan at 41 and with James Hudson in 43.  Unconfirmed reports show it as being adjoined to 
a new-found name of Staten Villa. The house at number 41 never carried a name in its opening 
years. The occupant gave detail for its magnificence even today. Five bedrooms, two in the attic, 
hall, kitchen, large spacious living rooms front and rear, and the normal bathroom with attire. Cellars 
and an outhouse make up the remaining structures. 
 
Much has been preserved by way of plastering with architraves and rose ceilings. Added to this is 
the Mahogany staircase. A fireplace was lost over time but replaced by one obtained from the house 

of Abbotsford, refinished and installed. The front door is original only the glass panes have been replaced. All internal doors are as 
they were at the time of construction. The large rear garden which used to be accompanied by a large frontage, until road widening 
took its toll, completes the grand appearance.  
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Oak Wood. Church Road Flixton 
A new addition to the list on this road, found to still be around into the present. Josiah Smith lived 
there for many years as of 1900 to 1909 when it became the home of a family called Brown. A 
neighbour living close by was Joseph Holdsworth the butcher in 1901. This Oak Wood was the 
home on the left of the two. It had Wood Lea adjoining, the small three bed property telling of 
nothing more. A 1938 Joiner named as Horatio Smith joined in to live here. 
 
Ormeau. Church Road 

Ormeau is a house along the south side of the road which was owned by Reuben Cochrane around 
1905. This was the last building before Barnfield for that year and is today. By 1924 this was called 
Ormeau lodge, being detached it treated Flixton to four bedrooms, two entertaining rooms, hall, 
kitchen and garage. The home was set in large delightful gardens. 1938 dweller was Arthur Wardle. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Overdale. 63 Church Road   

For the Dale c.1895 William Atherton was the occupier. Presently it makes up a portion of the 
Urmston Manor Nursing Home with Ellastone. Known was that his son Fred Winstanley Atherton 
married from the home to Nellie Deakin of Glenthorne on Station Road in March of 1900. Thomas 
Emmott looked over this dale in 1938 and moved in. 
 
Another possible version of Overdale, this one closer to Shawtown farm in 1928. The dweller for 
the year was Harold Rutter he was engaged as a clerk for a living. He was recorded as being there 
into 1940.  

 
Park Cottages. Church Road 
The St. Michaelôs registers have the family of Joseph and Alice Holdsworth in one of the cottages for 
1888. According to the 1928 street directory there were three in number to be found across from the 
local Mortuary. This site is now next to the Grove and above the golf course. They were shown on 
O/S maps for their identification and presence with a name of the School Cottages. In their early 
form they would have been thatched and not as presented here. 
 
Parkins Butchery. 153 Church Road 

The butcher shop that was has now reverted into a home. Alice Noone is the first found to take the 
butchery in 1928 while Walter Guest continued for 1938. Parkin was there during the 1950's. 
Before returning to its domestic state it became a video shop for a while. The home was placed 
directly after Southgate and became called Southgate accordingly. 
 
 
 

 
Pendennis. 119 Church Road            

The detached home previously noted in street directories of 1903 this naming disappeared to show as 
Prior Lee about 1905. This first called home was in the same hands as the second suggesting he, 
William Atherton, took the name with him to the second. 
 
The second Pendennis to turn up along the road this one at the corner of Barnfield came in 1909 as 
the actual road (Barnfield) accepted its first homes. Taking the keys to the house was William Atherton 
followed by George Wadsworth 1939. The house became available in 1941 but a number for the 
home was not forth coming. It comprised of five bedrooms, three living rooms, cloak room, kitchen, 
scullery, and bath with two w c. There was a brick tool house outside.   
 

 
Victoria Gospel Hall. 119 Church Road.                                                                        
No details at this time other than they offered Christian Brethren in the title. The Hall was placed in 
the house at the corner of Barnfield called Pendennis for its religious practice. This church closed in 
2014 at this location to be altered into flats. In tribute to its past the new converted flats are called as 
the Old Church House.     
 
                                                                                 
Pershore House. Church Road 
The house turned up around 1908 with a Miss. Mary Millar living at number 52 north. A date of 1911 traced Julius Justesen at 
home, he called the house Pershaw. 
 
Pinehurst. Church Road 
A neighbour to Elm Lea and sitting after Cambridge Road Pinehurst was home to Joseph Snaith in 1900. Find Pine Hurst to the left 
of this pair. Thomas Roberts registered here for 1939. 
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Police Station. (Original) Church Road                          
Urmstons main police station was opened in 1904 after the land being purchased in 1896. It 
comprised of the usual police requirements and was living accommodation for the Superintendent. 
An example would be in 1938 P C Jack Davies lived at number 4, the station was known as number 
2. At first it was controlled by the Cheshire Police Constabulary before it fell to the hands of 
Lancashire. The local constabulary has since moved to Crofts Bank Road, but the old building 
remains on Church Road. It has been renovated privately for a business purpose with the outer 
façade kept in accordance with its known look. Early police stations were at 31 Lorne Grove and 17 
Cavendish Road. Five in all were allocated in Urmston at that time.  

   
The role of a Constable is documented by the expense sheets proffered for approval each year. As far back as 
1772 names were being put forward, for Flixton John Faulkner and William Gerrard held the position. Other names 
found are those of George Royle 1820 and Jonathon Royle 1821. Thomas Irlam and Thomas Yates showed for 
1830 with John Derbyshire and John Barlow covering for 1835 at the same time John 
Whitnall with John Whitehead making up the team. A Constable of the year 1820 would earn 
£5 per annum rising to £15 by 1840.  
The local óBobbyô after WW2 would walk the beat, would know many residents personally by 
name, and more than likely lived close to the town. The bicycle played an important role in 
providing quicker response times and expanding the area of coverage.  

 
James Bent, was recorded for the time as Britainôs longest serving policeman 1848-1901 (53 years) 
 
Crimes of the past. 

It would seem that crime is not a new thing around Urmston. In 1648 Thomas Taylor of Flixton was fined 13 
shillings and 4 pence for selling a Peck of oats and a piece of sack the bottoms of which were worse than the top. 
1655 and John Thompson of Flixton, was fined 5 shillings for selling unwholesome meat. Several people were 
caught selling butter underweight and three more for dealing in un-tanned or illicit hides for leather. Robert Holt in 
1662 had a fine of 2 shillings and 6 pence levied because he sold unwholesome flesh. For selling milk short of a 
bowl John Whiteleg was fined 21 shillings. (A Guinea) The Flixton Constables were also in trouble for not 

attending court with 26 occurrences recorded over a series of years. The Manchester Court did not have the power to make them 
pay any fines levied for this breach of the law. The Guardian newspaper, in its archive collection, shows Urmston as being a rough 
place to live. Murder, robbery, suicide, and accidents were almost an everyday occurrence. Alcohol played a large part but for the 
most it was the way of life in the early 1890-1900's. 
 
Debtors Prison. 
All persona who fell into debt causing bankruptcy were to be held at His or Her Majestyôs pleasure in the Gaol of Lancaster. This 
was until a decision could be made in regard to paying off any outstanding monies. In 1847 King George IV passed a resolution 
allowing debtors to be freed on condition their assets were sold at auction regardless of the amount received. Here are a few of the 
locals who benefitted from this almost pardon. 1847 Henry Cormack of Davyhulme and John Bennett of the White House Flixton. 
1852 also from the White House, John Beckett. 1852 Alfred Smith the Agent for the Union Provision Store Flixton and 1853 William 
Boucock of Davyhulme. The list of debtors is extremely long between 1840 and 1860 with the majority left without any assets, 
occasionally some would pay up the outstanding money. Examples like Thomas Bent of Davyhulme, who went under in 1802, he 
settled every outstanding bill. George Holt dissolved his partnership but completed all outstanding transactions before continuing in 
the manufacture of Gingham. By 1850 the business was being handled by Oliver Holt, who met the exact same fate. 
 
Priors Lea. Church Road 
Number 93 is the place to find this building named as the Lea in 1910 or thereafter with Red 
House next door. In house was George W. Owen. A solicitor and Commissioner of Oaths wrote 
this one up in 1938 his name was Robert Kilbeg, I swear. 
 
Ravensdene. Church Road 

The Raven is linked to Elmhurst at this particular site on Church Road with a George Bishop the 
homeowner for 1908. John Cartwright was raving about living here in 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Red House. 91 Church Road 
2010 finds this abode so named as of 1903 sitting as always externally unchanged by time. Living 
in the house then was William Hart who had Priors Lea for his neighbour. The cashier, John 
Cassidy, could have painted the town red in 1938 while living in the home. 
                                                                                                                 Red House with Priors Lea. 
Richard O'Jones. Church Road 1700 

This was the given name for where John Collier (Tim Bobbin) lived. It was described as, a 
house fronting on the righthand side of Church Road (from Urmston) between Beech Avenue 
and Moss Grove. (Dartford Road) The picture shows it as being more of a cottage than a house. 
The date of 1849 had the cottage up for sale being offered with three newly built companion 
cottages and a pew in Flixton Church. A Stretford Road resident of Urmston called Sam 
Johnson informed the Council that he was having a plaque engraved and mounted on stone at 
the site in 1940. There is no confirmation of this ever being completed although it was 
authorised by the UUDC. Sam chose Manor Gardens as being the closest one could get to the 
cottage site as he had found. 
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Roebuck Hotel. Church Road   
First licensed to sell ale in 1788 this as a new establishment was erected in Shaw Town, prior to that 
it ran as an ale house with Joseph Gilbody in charge for 1772. Some wording found in 1828 called it 
just the ñBuckò, Shaw Town; this was when John Wood held licence. An interesting fact is that there 
was an additional entrance to the hotel on Chassen Road. This opened out to an outside toilet which 
was eventually removed for the sake of hygiene and the obvious progress of internal plumbing. The 
hotel used to have revolving doors at both entries, a common feature for the district. Extended 
several times, efforts to retain the façade have been effective if not quite correct.  
 

1882 the licence was held by Robert Smethill who sold up lock, stock, and barrel, opening the door for the Holts of 1890. At this 
time 1891 James Healy was in charge. William Bevan Holt, the next licensee, approached council in August of 1900 to enlarge the 
pub as it was becoming too small. A second application was submitted, and a license granted for a Billiard Room in 1909. Two full 
sized tables were sold off in 1935. One of the few hotels around to retain its bowling green in todays commercialised climate 
although the garden frontage is now parking.  
 
A fire in March of 2007 left its future uncertain but it has reopened, and it now includes a 
ófine diningô restaurant at the rear. The Holt family had cause for celebration 4th 
September 1902 when Eleanor Alice and her sister Elizabeth Allen both married at St. 
Michaelôs Church on the same day. The Holts date back to 1894 with William, Robert, 
and Edwin, as keepers of the house.  
                                                                                                                                                           
                               The Roebuck enlarged 
 

Rosecarbery.  Church Road 
The house was one of a semidetached, its partner was Leyburn House and for 1910 it had Robert 
Ferguson living there. The pair was the last homes before the Smithfield Terrace which was replaced 
with the Royle-Higginson Court. They sit today opposite the Chesham. 
 
 
 
 
 

Roseneath. Church Road 
Sitting between the Shawtown Farmhouse and Southgate John Crowther called this home in 1928-1939. 
 
Royle Tobacconist & News Agency. 118-120 Church Road 
Probably the most well-known news agency of this area the Royle shop was still around fifty years or more from its start of 1898. 
Mathew Royle was owner the largest portion of the time. For the next move they took the agency to Southgate corner and became 
the Church Road Post Office. Just before its demise it was owned by William Arnold who moved to the corner of Dartford when the 

old shop was demolished during one of the Church Road widening schemes. 
 
 
As licenced tobacconist Mathew was fined two shillings and six pence in 
1909 for being the first case in Britain under the 'Children Act of 1908' 
in respect of the sale of tobacco to persons under the age of 16. 
 
 

 
Royle-Higginson Court. Church Road. 
The Court is named after Ruth Royal-Higginson who had served on council in all capacities for many years. It was officially opened 
in 1974 as a care home for the elderly. Some history for the site can be found under Smithfield. 
 
Rushfield Villas. 94-96 Church Road 
The Villas were another semidetached pair found established by 1887. By 1891 Charles George 
Flynn was at home. He was followed by Elizabeth Cochrane and William Benson as householders 
during 1901, William being found as there from 1898. 
 
 
Sandler Surgery. Church Road. 

A residence was converted in a surgery and waiting room during 1948 by Dr. B. Sandler. This 
practice was continued until around 2015 when it closed up and relocated to Woodsend. The 
building has been vacant ever since pending a decision by Trafford Housing. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sandfield. Church Road 
This was the last house next to Lyme Grove in 1881 and home to the families of Naylor and 
Whittaker in 1898. A semidetached home with no further detail. The neighbour to this home is 
Balmoral View and it carries the same architectural style for design and brickwork. 
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School Cottages. Church Road 
The cottages, of which there were two, had not been tracked down for any calling until Church 
records showed them to be home for Norman and Mary Jackson during 1889. Placed close to the 
Parochial School at Shey Bridge they sat alone. In the second cottage was Mary Ann Worsley, 
spinster. A map of 1848 shows a presence here but without identification. Pictures from 1908 
showed them to sit between Shey Bridge and the Grove above the valley of the now golf course.  
References found suggest these became the Park Cottages once the Wright fields were taken by 
the UUDC in 1935. 
 

These cottages are not the Shawtown School once found on Church Road as a part of Shawtown. 
 
 

Shaw Hall. (Shawe Hall) Church Road 
Estimated to be a 12th century home with later thought to have been built by the Valentine family in the reign of James 1st. (1603-
1635) these claims are often contested by the Asshawe family as they contend, they built it. John Valentineôs daughter Jane 
married Lawrence Asshawe of the ñHall on the hillò meaning the hall stood at that time. This marriage between the two families 

decided the closest to the truth when they órebuiltô the Hall 
during this time. This became the Hall, as it was known to the 
modern-day society. The original hall was encircled by a moat 
which was planted over in 1847.  
 
The family of James Ridehalgh were occupants here along with 
Stott family members early 1880. Date wise land transactions 
were taking place in and after 1641 by Leonard and Peter 
Egerton as often payment or reward to Flixton Yeomen. 

  
The Hall was a two-story building with its frontage being the opposite face to Church Road. A better view was said to be of the 
frontage which faced Ashton on Mersey. Gabled brick in style which was later rough cast as a finish to the brickwork. A blue slate 
roof did not help in making the whole building look of any interest. Fifteen gables were rough cast like the walls. Above, there was 
something called a cupola where a bell was once housed but lost over time (first noted as removed in 1863). The estate in 1774 
comprised of 149 acres with a ring of fencing.  
 

The next era c.1870 had it divided into two dwellings which managed to retain much of the fine 
woodwork including a Jacobean staircase. Before new windows were installed, they were made up of 
17th century heraldic glass. One of the finer windows was saved during the demolition and presented 
to St. Michaelôs Church. The interior was decorated with tapestry work and many paintings making its 
grandeur amenable and superior to the outside. For the farm section there were the usual barns and 
a small shippon with the actual Hall sitting on eight acres. A dove cote and malt house were to be 
found with the rights to a fishery on the Irwell River. 
 

This hand drawn sketch was accurately produced to show the interior of 1890. It was printed in a book called 
"Rambles around Manchester" by Alfred Rimmer. 

 

In 1926 the occupant, W. H. Sunderland, tried to let a portion of the hall. There would be five bedrooms one with dressing room, 
lounge, hall, three living rooms and back staircase with separate entry. Considering this only to be half of the Hall, it gives an idea 
of size in general. It is shown that by 1928-39 the Hall and the Farm were to be separate entities. While Miss Annie Ridehalgh ran 
the hall, Alfred Cooper watched the farm. 
 
The hall was demolished for an extended Shaw Hall housing estate in 1956 even after the 
public opposed the scheme. This was carried out by Maunders Construction. It was cleared 
of all and anything that could be removed before being put to the torch. This was deemed the 
easiest way of finishing the job and the most cost effective. The hall did not burn down as 
arson and the fire was controlled throughout. 
 
Warehousemen. Shaw Hall 

One of the early schools at Shaw was named as the Warehousemen and Clerks School opened in 1855. Daniel 
Leech was the editor of their monthly magazine introduced by Rev. James McDougall. This was the first formation of 
a group now called the WACS better known today as the Waconia Lacrosse Club in Manchester. Known was that 
they had a ground on Church Road in 1938 close to the Hall on the north side fields. The possibility is that they 
formed the basis of the lacrosse group who played at the Flixton House fields. 
 
 
 

 
 
Shaw Hall Community Centre. Church Road 
This centre was built in 1962 by OôConnor builders on land that was the Shaw Hall 
Horticultural Society's allotments. It is a hall for the community in the full sense of 
the word being available for any, and all events that are presented for the local 
residents. It is available too for general booking of a private nature. 2012 marked 
the fiftieth year of its operation. The building was constructed by P. OôConner Ltd. 
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Shaw Hall Cottages. Church Road (aka. Asshawe Cottages and or Hall Cottages) 
This row of cottages was placed in front of Shaw Hall with the house called Grove. To let adverts 
have been located showing six cottages were standing there in 1840. These could be still be seen on 
maps dated around 1920. As a part of Shaw Town and the Hall they were built long before that time. 
The current row of houses before the golf course there are not descendants from these.  
 
According to documents traced these cottages were medium sized for their time having room for 
three beds, a large parlour, and kitchen. Sam Collier in 1915 was the only resident found from 
records until George Atkins and his wife Sarah were traced there for 1885. Further to this a wedding 

took place, again in 1915, between Ann Collier of the Cottages and Harold Harrop of Carrington Road. Six names are confirmed for 
1891 those of Marlboro Johnson, Thomas Mottram, Betty Prescott, Josiah Smith, Jane Smith, and Ellen Astbury. An update of 
information came in 1938-39 when a directory placed Grove House and the cottages almost directly in front of the Hall. In the 
house was Albert Henry Padmore with his neighbours in the cottages as Joseph Kenworthy, Charles Cobb, Robert Heap, Robert 
Alfred Heaton, Robert Alty, and a Miss Hambleton. Notice of intent to demolish the row was given in 1934 and granted in 1939. 
 

The photograph of the cottages is subject to strict copyright and reproduced here with the permission of the owner. 
 
Shaw Lane. 
This, after a series of other names, is now Church Road. 
 
Shaw Town Corner. 220-222 Church Road 
The Tithe Barn with its two front cottages slowly got to be transformed. The barn was used for a 
while as a stable and the portion along the cottages became a garage that found home here 
around the mid 1930 period, known was that in 1938 John R. S. Holdcroft was the engineer 
who was working there. The garage was a converted part of the Tithe cottages cornering 
Chassen Road and that later in its life the introduction as a pick-up point for Cashôs coach tours 
enhanced the business.  

 
 
All was removed and a permanent garage/petrol station was 
built in 1966 it was named as Motor Lands. Several other 
ventures from caravans to lock up garages took their turn until 
1964 when the whole corner went to auction. Now it is totally 
residential with the last structure of the garage replaced. 
 

 
Shaw Town (Tithe) Cottages.  
Offered on the real estate market for 1922 they were classed as a farm. Each of the two 
cottages had two bedrooms, kitchen and scullery. A barn and shippon for five cattle came with 
the property along with a loose box that had a loft over. The lean to shed with corrugated roofing 
almost closed the list; added was five acres of land. These were the last remnants of the Shaw 
Tithe Barn complex sitting across from the Buck. 
 
Shawtown Farmhouse. Church Road 
The house is slightly set back from the road and small compared to the homes along this strip. Directories show it being there many 

years before the first official recording of its address which came in 1897 and listed George Stott as 
being the owner. The facts arrived for 2010 when it was discovered to have a date stone showing 
1839, initialled J W M. Access to the farmhouse was from what was to become Westgate, and there is 
still a farm style gate at this point.  
 
As a home it stood alone for years close to what is now Southgate. When built there were no 
neighbours only farmland as it stood across from Shawtown proper. The house itself has five 
bedrooms which include one as a box room. There are two living rooms with a normal kitchen and 
bathroom to make up some of the detail. There are no outbuildings left to show it was once a farm. 

 
 
During the times of the Stott family and their connection to the Shawtown era John Henry Stott is 
recorded as being married from there in 1923 and Misses. Martha Ann Margaret and Mary Stott 
lived in the farmhouse during c. 1918-1939 while Adam and George were close by on Barnfield. 
John Stott was also in on the act living at Barn-gate a house next door-but-one to the farmhouse. 
 
                                                                                                                              The view of Shaw from the rear  
 
 

A note regarding the initialling on this house, there were a James and William Macaulay around at this time. They leased the Tithe 
Barn, Malt Kiln, and apportionments to Thomas Coupe in or around 1800. A connection for the J W M stone is only suggested. Two 
other stones found here create a story. One, 1782 JHM, was imported from a home in Leigh and with nothing to connect with the 
house. The second remains unknown as 1774 JMS, in each case the J and M remains constant with perhaps James Macaulay 
connected in some way. A date of 1774 has been traced naming James and Harriet Macaulay in Flixton. Harriet was named in the 
Will of Lucy Latus Shaw Hall. (Harriet married Conyers Gale of Yorkshire, she leased off all her properties in Flixton) 
 
Truthfully one should not speculate as it has not actually been documented in any form. 
                                                                                                                                    
 



    76 
 

 
 

Shey Bridge.  Church Road 
Sitting at the bottom of the hill that elevates to the Church this little-known bridge was to allow flood waters from the Mersey under 
the road and onto the fields via a culvert. (Now the Wroe Golf course) The name originated from a corruption of Shaw Hey the 

fields of which it was designed to protect. After years of being a natural culvert it was piped in 
1953 to ensure it continued to serve its purpose. Since the inception of the golf course the 
c.1890 stonework walling has been removed. The system is now aided by a pumping station 
that takes excess flooding away and through normal run off into general drainage. Nature waits 
for no man and the natural culvert has cut its path into the fields once more. A Shaw Lane 
Bridge was mentioned during the 1827 Bottoms trial. (Shaw Lane became Church Road) 
 

 
Smithfield House. 152 Church Road 
The house and terrace were purchased by the UUDC in 1939 for future considerations. In its early days the field here was used for 
archery by an established club. After eventual demolition, the site of this house became the development of Royle-Higginson Court 
taking place in January of 1974 after being planned since 1963. For 1890 this was also named as following Smithfield Terrace. 
1898-1901 saw Mrs. Mary Jarman registered as being home for that period. 1953 and this was to be the address of Urmstons 
Divisional Ambulance Service newly built after WW2, the 1949 station at first was called as the Smithfield Division.  
 
Smithfield Terrace. 136-150 Church Road 
The terrace comprised of eight homes and was to be found there in 1890 surviving until 1974. The lands here were the site of the 
Urmston Archery Club until 1965. 
 
Southgate. Corner Church Road and Southgate 
At this corner a building was located and called Southgate. The address is shown in a directory of 1928 with Mrs. Alice Noone a 
butcher living there. Alongside Christopher Knowles, a confectioner, and Albert Taylor a dairyman, shared the lot.  
 
Springfield. 22 Church Road 
Attached to its partner of Myrtle Villa on the north side it was known to be established 1882. 
Phyllis Slinger was living there in 1901. Three floors, an attic, and cellars are all that has been 
found for description. 1938 brought Henry Fisher to this neighbourhood semi. The original land 
belonged to Thomas Royle-Higginson who had sold out to William and Arthur Hill. 
 
 
Stanley Cottage. Nos. 164 & 162 Church Road                                               

Located on Church Road, Stanley was built in 1896. Adjoined to a neighbour of 1734 they make a 
fine presentation of preserved local history. The homes show little by way of historical past for 
reference. Jane Johnson and Martha Robinson were noted as householders for 1901. How or why 
the two places dated so differently came to be together is something that may never be found. 
Conjecture would be that one family added the latter part to the existing cottage for the period. 
Many people came and left but the Johnson descendants always remained into 1940 and possibly 
longer. 

 
St. Leonards. Church Road 
The arrival of this home came in about 1908 and it sat with Gower House. Gideon Coope 
registers as first occupant. St. Leonard was a true Frankish Saint. A difficult name to pronounce 
found for 1939, it was Mrs P. Gulbenkian. 
 
 
St. Michaelôs. Church of England Church Road. 
For unfound reasons the Diocese of Manchester named this house of worship St. Michael and All Saints Church. Founded in the 
twelfth century it has been altered many times over the years. The first documents found show a date of 1197 followed with 1224 

and reference to pensions for the Prior and Canon there. The basic style is mostly Georgian, its 
main structure is of sandstone and the roof is slated.  
 
One record of the church and its history is to be found by the 
Baptistery Wall, it shows a builder marking for 1756 although 
the actual church was re-built in 1731 and the bells (8) four 
were added in 1806. The church was restored again in 1877 
along with the tower. The church had a pipe organ which has 
been replaced by modern technology. 

 
The two clock faces were donated by Miss. Newton of Holly House on Irlam Road. St. Michaelôs was listed in 1966 Grade 2*. The 
Church was opened to the public in 1997 as a part of its recorded celebration for 800 years in the community. It is also open for 
viewing during certain days of the week. 
 

A survey conducted in 1650 confirmed that the St. Michaelôs Church was the only one available to 
the district. Urmston had neither a Church nor Chapel available for any followers of any other 
religion. A notice was produced to inform, print sellers, carvers, and guilders, that 60 lithographs of 
the church were for sale, and this was in 1876. 
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St. Michael's Bells. 
The bells of St. Michaelôs church started as four only, one was known as the ñpoor folkôs bellò having 
been donated by the villagers. Three of the four bore the motto ñJesus Be Our Speedò with the fourth 
ñLeonard Asshawe, Peter Edgerton Esq.1624ò When the bells needed a recast in 1804 enough 
money was collected to increase the bells to a peel of eight. A. Rudall of Gloucester re-cast the first 
four bells in 1806 the first peal came in 1808. When the bells were returned in 1808 the Tenor Bell 
was placed mouth upwards in a field. It was filled with ten guineas worth of strong ale for the 
populous to regale themselves.  
 

A second re-casting was needed for selected bells in 1887 and it was carried out by Taylor of Lough they were re-hung in 1889. By 
1934 they needed to be re-evaluated with three bells once more cast by Taylor this time to make them lighter in weight. The last 
repair work carried out in 1974 was for the wooden headstocks to be replaced by metal ones. The bells did not come cheaply the 
eight bells of 1808 cost £720. 
 
St. Michael's Graveyard. 
The church had its own yard cemetery. Enlarged in 1868 with additional ground and again in 1887 
from land purchased from Squire Wright. The yards oldest stone is simply marked as WD 1669. 
The largest stone belongs to the family of Walkden it lies on the southern side of the yard and 
measures 8'-9" by 7'-0" and it is 6¼" thick. Several stones bear the markings of 'never to be 
opened again' or noted to be 'full'. The Wright family's plot is surrounded by close iron work which 
is unusual, and the cross form for the Alker family is notably tall. 
 
All funerals were abolished on a Sunday as of 1873 and the earliest records show that only the unknown dead were buried on the 
north side of this God's acre. This superstition is no longer followed. Here too are heritage sites, one for the Jones Tomb and a 
second for its Sundial. The graveyard is now advised as full; only graves in existence are open for burial. 
 
Hatchments. St. Michaelôs 
The term Hatchment was a corruption of the word ñachievementò referred to in heraldic language. When a person passed on, and 
had born arms, wooden boards would be painted with any relevant coat of arms for mounting at the home of the deceased. Two 
such Hatchments are to be found in St. Michaelôs Church and carry the name and arms of the Norreys family.   
 
Tomb. (Jones) St. Michaelôs              
Johannes Jones died in 1751 along with Anna Jones in 1755 they are buried in a large chest 
tomb. He was a Pastor of the church for 28 years and was known as John. St. Michaelôs Church 
has this tomb south of the main building. Built of stone with raised panels on each side the 
square corner balusters support the moulded edged slab. Latin has been used for the inscription. 
It is now protected under a listing of 1987 Grade 2 and has recently been repaired. 
 
 
St. Michaelôs Registry. 
In the first year where registry was kept 1570 there were eleven baptisms, two marriages, and seven burials. The names mentioned 
the most included Radcliffe, Asshawe, and Egerton, with first name calling as the most popular being Hamlet, Randle, and Ralph. 
Comparing 300 years later 1870 the surnames of Gratrix, Gilbody, Valentine, Millatt, and Low, still appear on records today as they 
did back then. Searching for past names in the burial register is available by appointment and a small donation, the general 
registry is held by the G M records office. 
 
St. Michaelôs Sundial.   
A sundial situated in the grounds of St. Michaelôs church yard has been listed (1987 Grade 2) as a heritage 
monument. Surrounded by cast iron railings it is sited on the south side and dated as 1772. The dial was made 
of bronze supported on a single baluster all mounted on two steps. The manufacturer was James Sandiford of 
Manchester and it was engraved with the names of the church wardens for that period. The present shows the 
bronze/brass plate and indicator have been stolen for scrap value and the stonework is showing much in the way 
of erosion. The cast iron rail too is rusting away from lack of maintenance; there are few volunteers around today 
to correct this unfortunate situation. This timepiece was created to commemorate past vicars whose names once 
adorned the work until that plaque too was stolen. 
 
St. Michael's Tower.  

The Church Tower of St. Michaelôs has been rebuilt twice. In 1729-31 it cost £300 but by 1863 it was once 
more becoming unsafe. After a final peal of the bells in 1887 it was rebuilt in 1889 the same style, stronger, 
and a little higher. The tower carries plaques to record these events. The clock inside the tower is weight 
driven and activates six of the bells. At one time the weights had to be wound up by hand every few days, 
but they are now electrically wound. The clock, winding mechanism, and dials were restored in 1990. 
 
A reference from Lawtonôs book of Flixton stated that; ñNone of the Old Noll and his army had ever hit the 
tower with cannon balls.ò The 1650ôs were a worrisome time in Lancashire. 
 
 

 
 
The towers plaques are difficult to read as they are installed high off the ground. 
The first records the rebuilding of the brickwork in 1888 and the second 
commemorates Queen Victoria and her Jubilee. 
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St. Michaelôs Parochial School. Church Road                                                         
The school has the longest history for the district. It dates as of 1643 when the Squire Peter Egerton gave up a cottage near to the 

Church of St. Michael as a classroom. By 1662 a new school became available at Shaw Town 
until the classes were once more returned to a later established school of 1828. The last 
building was dated as 1861 which was enlarged 1893. This land was donated by Squire 
Wright for the purpose. Headmaster J. D. Wilkie retired in July 1924 after forty yearsô service 
to the school. He was followed by Harry Spencer who took the headmastership from 1925 
until 1956. The Parochial has been replaced by a new school at the rear where the Grove and 
playing fields stood in 1967. The old school, which was closed, had its demolition in 1975 
leaving only the schoolhouse. (See note with National School)  
 

When the school was still on Church Road c.1946 Miss Brydon, a teacher for this period, designed the first 
school blazer. Up until this time any clothing was accepted with the understanding it was war time and there 
was little money for such luxury apparel. The colours were to be black, enabling any source of supply but, for 
those who could afford it, there was yellow trim to the lapel, cuffs, and pockets. The pocket badge to match was 
another optional item. Later caps followed incorporating the same trim and badge. The blazer was for both boys 
and girls to wear. The school logo shows today black is now blue with the original design remaining as it was. 
 
National School. Church Road 
The school housed 204 children and was built in 1861 an extension was added in 1893. It is confirmed to have been the old St.  
Michaelôs Church School which has now been removed. Known is that there were five class rooms meaning around forty children 
being taught in each at any given time. For more confirmation that the National was St. Mikes, John Wilkie was found to be head in 
1903. The four teachers assisting were Miss E. Cook, Miss M. Whitnall, Miss L. Cook, and Miss Dann. 
 
St. Michaelôs School House. Church Road  

Sitting next door to the school it was the home for the headmasters until later years when it was 
taken by the caretaker or custodian. The earliest head found at this time was John D. Wilkie 1884-
1924 and Harry Spencer was the last head to conform to this arrangement, the caretaker Mr. 
Henshaw, taking his place. It is now a private residence and can be seen as the neighbour to the 
current Rectory. This house was built in 1861 with the school and the schoolôs distinct style of 
architecture evident in this today. 
 
 
 

 
Strathdene. Church Road 
In 1901, a gentleman called James Richardson lived here. Construction took place c.1885 for this 
house with its adjoining side of Hazeldene. Many years on showed John King in 1938 in house. 
 
Strathmore. Church Road  
This house arrived in 1903 directories as an addition to the corner of Barnfield it is also the last house indicated as Urmston for 
address purposes and it was named Ormeau Lodge 1909. 
 
Strayfield Villa. 70 Church Road 
1800 traced this home in a triplex with Ashfield and Fernside on the north section of Urmstons 
Church Road. A well-known family name of Cheetham lived there in 1899, this one was Ernest 
Augustus followed by William Henry in 1901. Ernest was a Royal Meteorological Fellow. Strayfield 
was the left-hand home of the three.  
 
Sunny Dale. Church Road 
1948 brought this name to the fore when the Hassack family announced their sonôs engagement. There were no details of where to 
send any RSVP should there be a celebration. 
 
Terryôs. Church Road junction Stretford Road 
Charles Terry stepped into the shoes of the roller-skating rink when they vacated the Billiard Hall in 1958. He later expanded across 

the road into the Lorne Villas which had been converted into shops. Much of his earlier time was 
spent working as an auctioneer selling the same style of products he sold in the store. His outlet for 
this in 1955 was at the Morris Hall on Atkinson Road and it was his idea to sell the first no name 
brand of washing powder. Charles sold the shop to Seymour Meade in 1961 who introduced 
Vernons as their branch. The next venture (1980) for this entrepreneur was to go into the mail order 
business advertising as Terrys Stores (Urmston) Ltd. Very much a family affair the company then 
listed Cedric and Mary Terry as Directors, but the Urmston Company is no more. 1961-2013 
 

 
1-3 Church Road (Lorne Villa)                                         

The story of Terryôs stores has become legendary. (See Billiard Hall) This second store across on 
Church Road has its own tale. This home converted into a small row of offices and 3 shops had 
many occupants before Terry. Doctors, Dentists, Veterinary surgeons, had offices there and at one 
stage the Urmston Council used it for their Citizens Advice Bureau. The upper floor architecture has 
been retained as original even after a fire which caused £20,000 damage to Terryôs stock.  
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Charles took the liberty of naming the block as the Charles Court Business Centre. A sign was 
installed proclaiming the new centre but hidden from street view in the rear parking area. The sign 
has been removed to accommodate a new tenantôs requirement but preserved as a piece of the 
past. 2014 had it purchased by the Age UK. (Trafford) 
 
 
Terrys (Urmston) Ltd. 

This wonder of the world closed up to become restaurants of varied degrees.  In 2014 another new 
occupant arrived and began the task of installing signage. This operation uncovered one of the original 
signs from 1961, this version in green. 
 
 
 
 

 
Terryôs Soap Powder. 

When the Terry store opened, to gain some publicity, a Soap Powder was introduced c.1961. This cleaner would do 
floors, clothes, woodwork, walls, and lino. Charles Terry said he even cleaned his car with the product. It was named as 
Brand X to go into a head to head competition with TV commercials that advertised it, Brand X, as being inferior. After 
much litigation the outcome was that it put Terry and Urmston on the map. The possibility that it also became the first 
ñno nameò brand to be offered by stores is another factor.   

 
 
The Cottage. 45 Church Road  

Much larger than known cottages this home sat between the abode of Oak Lawn and Gordon Villas. 
Henry Austin Mather lived there for many years his name is noted here from 1898 through to 1911 
and beyond. The cottage has been dated as of around 1880 and was built by an architect for his own 
occupation. One feature was windows that opened inwardly for ease of cleaning. For the motifs 
carved into the woodwork, sketches were found hidden under wallpaper etched into the walls during 
rework. The Cottage has been reassigned in name and number. 
 
 

 
The Holly. 258 Church Road Flixton 
A gent called Henry William Woodruff was its owner 1901 but the Albert Hutchinson family took it by 
1909 dwelling there into 1940. Two homes here the second was called Holly Lea with The Holly 
taking the left-hand side. 
 
The Knoll. 109 Church Road                              

A very large Spark built home close to Warbrick Drive, a distinction is that it has a multi-facet roof. It is 
now a home for the elderly or retired persons. Peter Watson could be found in this house for 1898. 
Peter had it named as The Knowle during his stay. The house is believed to be Spark built under the 
same conditions as its neighbour Willoughby on land owned by the Ridehalgh family. Much later in 
1938 Percy Stephen Mosley found it of use for his own purposes. As a retirement home The Knoll has 
been of service since 1988.     
 
 
 

 
The Oaks. 37-39 Church Road  
This house c.1885 is listed as having many tenants through the ten-year period shown. To begin in 
1898, it was Francis Fitzgerald and Naylor Hayes. A Victorian six bedroomed semidetached property. 
This well-presented property comprised of each; Entrance hallway, dining room, living room, 
conservatory, a dining kitchen and a downstairs W.C. On the first floor there are three bedrooms and a 
bathroom. To the second floor there are three double bedrooms and a shower room. This property 
also benefits from a three-chamber cellar accessed from the entrance hallway. Externally there is off 
road parking to the front of the property provided by a driveway. To the rear there is an extensive 
south facing garden, mainly lawn with a raised decked seating area overlooking the garden. One 
resident W. G. Hilditch was the organist at St. Clementôs for 51 years. 
 
Theobalds Cosy Café. Church Road  
Also known as the Chassen Supper Bar the location for this fish and chip shop was 214 Church Road. c.1960 
 
Toc H. Church Road 
This group began in Belgium during the war where a house named Talbot House was introduce for R & R at the troopôs leisure. It 
developed into an International Christian Movement. It was to be that Urmston had a branch to be found on Church Road at No. 
138 under the name of Mrs May Lingham.   
 
Trailham. Church Road 
The area of land c.1819 was so called before it became the Flixton Golf Club in 1905. In that year it was offered for sale and 
accounted for 47 acres. The land eventually was purchased by George Bolton Stott from the Ridehalgh estate who allowed it to be 
leased to the club. In 1699 there was a field called Tralam in land registers, it is quite possible this was the basis in name for this 
parcel of fields. 
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Tresco. Church Road 
This home appeared around 1928 with a name. It was to be found next door to the original Co-op building having George 
Hodginson co-operating. 
 
Urmston Cottage. 160 Church Road 
Not to be confused with The Cottage at 45 Church Road, for its beginnings of 1890 this was tiny in comparison to its location. There 
was a parlour and sitting room, two bedrooms, scullery and pantry. The toilet was outside. For reference today, this would have 
been found around the Longfield area offering it as a part of the farm there. 
 
Urmston Manor. 61-63 Church Road  

A conversion of homes for the senior citizens of Urmston made up from old named houses and the 
names of Ellastone and Overdale have been confirmed. The Manor has been established and 
serving the community since 1984.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Urmston Motor Store. Church Road 
This long serving company has been in Urmston since 1970. Originally as Schofield Brothers on Flixton 
Road they relocated to their present address in 2007. Mustering over forty years they are recognised for 
that fact with no business advert intended. 
 
Victor Terrace. 234-240 Church Road Flixton  

The terrace was between Cambridge Avenue and Lever Street. (Hazelmere Road) One notable 
resident was John Coombs who in 1911 ran the Roebuck Hotel for a while. The east end had one 
shop in its original form of 1905. A second was converted later from the remaining three homes. For 
1906 Fredrick John Tame fell into bankruptcy as a baker and grocer in the end premises. 
 
 
 

 
Fryer. G. A. & Son Ltd. Decorator. Victor Terrace 
The Flixton business belonged with the many that functioned prior to the war, this one known for 
1938 as already established. The shop was compact but offered a high-end service in wallpapering 
and painting. This was the second of two shops on Victor Terrace however the Fryer family actually 
lived on Kingston Drive.  
                                                                                          Fryer and Timothy shops in their present state. 
 

Timothy Grocers. Victor Terrace 
A three bedroomed home, two large living rooms and dining room with kitchen off. Very large cellar 
and, for three cars, garages at the rear. Early in 1947 Mary Timothy and her family arrived to set up 
shop here in what was once a creamery/dairy called Winstanley who also did grocery. They stayed 
until retirement in or around 1958 and sold out to the Bradbury family. The last owners of 2005 had it 
converted into a Real Estate office. Its origin was that of a corner of Victor Terrace. Jean Timothy 
1930-2011 married Geoffrey S. Fletcher a prominent London artist who loved to sketch in the 
Urmston Urban District. 
 
Tame. F.J. Grocer. Victor Terrace 
Frederick John ran a grocery and bakeshop on the corner of Victor Terrace. Findings show at this time he was possibly the first to 
occupy these premises. The date of 1906 brought about his demise and he declared bankruptcy. 
 
 
Welsh Supply Stores. 102 Church Road 
As a general store it was found for 1893 as a grocery and provisions dealer applying for a license to sell beer, porter and cider. This 
would be consumed off the premises. 
 
West Wood. Church Road 
This was a 1919 calling for the home of Ellastone adjoined to Overdale. 
 
White Croft. 115 Church Road 
The Croft also known as White House came late in directories or the first year entered of 1911 it was the accommodation for 

Meredith MacKusick. A detached residence standing within a large plot the accommodation retained 
mainly original period features. Four well-proportioned bedrooms benefit from tasteful Georgian style 
windows. An enclosed porch begins the detail; reception entrance hall with magnificent staircase, 
ground floor W/C, Inglenook lounge, sitting room, and inner hallway. The kitchen had a breakfast 
room off, rear hallway with access to large useful cellars and an imposing shaped landing. Of the 
four bedrooms one was ensuite, bathroom, separate W/C. The impressive gardens surrounded all 
four sides and offered parking space. Frank Garside feeling at home here in 1938 with Justice of the 
Peace and Councillor S. N. Penlington resided here around 1958. 
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Wilde. 171 Church Road 
Not as well-known as Gene's or Tonyôs of the after-war years but for this section of Church Road it was the only Barber shop 
around. Hair cutting began here in the 1930ôs under the hands of Frank Wales then in 1945 as long as all you needed was a short 
back and sides later Wilde took over. 
 
Willoughby. Church Road  
A home built by Elizabeth Ridehalgh, the wife of the late George, after entering into a contract with Joseph Spark. She did not stay 

long as it followed to be the home to the Allured family, it was a detached house dated as 1898. 
Very large with a hall, sunshine lounge, dining room, kitchen with scullery, five bedrooms to the first 
floor accompanied by a bathroom. There were two bedrooms on the second floor along with a 
storage room. The building had cellars, one complete with a w c; a garage, wash house, and coal 
shed were available outside. Willoughby commanded a magnificent view of the Meadows and 
Cheshire in its opening years. Recently sold it is known this will become a residence once more. 
One earlier name for the house was that of 1939 owner Sydney Axon.  
 

 
Woodfield Villas. 98-100 Church Road 
This was the last house in a row of three villas at this point on Church Road. 1898 had Morgan and Benson families here. Its 1901 
numbering of 98-100 gave home to the families of Cochrane and again Benson.  
 
Wood Lea. Church Road 
The last pair of semidetached in a line of four only divided by Davis Road. This lea was the 
righthand home with Oak Wood taking the other. Here during 1911 was Henry Pearson but into 
1938 it showed that Hanna Pearson was in charge. 
 
Woodseats. Church Road 
This name was given to Glenageary around 1919. 
 
 

The Village Flixton. (This area was designated as a Conservation area in 1975) 
 
The Village. Flixton residences 
The oldest place known was built in the mid-16th century, newer homes came during the 17th century and they are still there today 
making up 11 residences addressed and noted as The Village. Saint Michael's Church and its new rectory, Church Inn, Chatham, 
Lark Rise, and the Hollies are features which also include the Greyhound Hotel and The Croft. (Ivy) The un-named ólistedô cottage 
is to be included.  All other housing came after the School was removed and the road widened. The Grove was deemed inhabitable 
and rebuilt behind its older position. 
 
Aldcroft J. V.  5 The Village                                                                                 

This Ladies and Gentôs Hairdresser also offered Chiropody around 1945-50 in Flixton. At the beginning 
as a butcher shop known was Henry Booth for 1914, it was also one of many premises held by the 
Holdsworth butcher family as they relocated around the district. This home for styling was at the end of 
Stocks Terrace and at the corner of the Old Grove. The shop was removed during road widening with 
the terrace. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chatham House. Church Road 22. The Village  

Standing next to the Greyhound Hotel it is inscribed as W. W. E. and circled. This often denoted the 
initials of the first owner, in this case a possibility for this would be William Warburton known for being 
around the Village at that time with his wife Ellen. It is believed Chatham was built in the late 17th 
century.  
 
The description includes it being a two storied house made of brick topped by a slate roof. It has been 
altered in some small way having doors blocked and a porch added. Rendering has taken place to all 
outer walls. Leaded glass windows are a feature as is the arched headers. The house in 1874 offered 
two entertaining rooms, kitchen, pantry, larder, a wash house and cellar for the ground floor. The first 
floor gave way to three bedrooms, dressing room, bathroom and w c. The second floor was comprised 
of four more bedrooms. The grounds had a very large green house 36ô long by 9ô wide, two horse 

stables, coach house with saddle room, and a hay loft. The slightly later date of 1895 showed as the passing here of Thomas 
Bowker who owned Moorside House at the same time. 
 
The census for 1881 called it Stathans House with many people living in it. By 1898 Charles Earthey was recorded as being there 
and a birth was registered here in 1893, a boy who was named William Spencer Madan, mother and child were fine. One resident 
of note was Alfred Derbyshire (1839-1908) as an architect, he worked on the Comedy Theatre and The Palace of Varieties with 
another achievement that of the Theatre Royal. His tombstone in St. Michaels records the fact that he was the Architect of 
Manchester. Around the era of 1901 Samuel Henley began some of the associated names: Mrs Derbyshire took title when Alfred 
died in 1908 until 1918, when it became the property of John Camplin. The partnership of William Grime and John Williams shared 
Chatham in 1928 as a successful pair of local coal merchants. 
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Dodds. 33 The Village  
Few people of the 1945-1950 eras will forget this grocery store sitting across from the Greyhound 
Hotel. With its neighbour of Hardman, the pair of shops were among the first to establish a history 
for the village. (Known from 1800) Dodd actually took over from the Elsie Dalton family after WW2 

and The Royle Family Grocer was there before that. 1938 gave information that John Dalton was 
a Village Postman. These cottages and shops were the origin of the title óMersey Viewô long 
before it was utilised for the Carrington Road, Four Lane Ends version.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                Doddôs left of the main home 
Flixton Ley. The Village 
The Flixton Ley was usually held at the Church Inn, many 1800-1830 dates record this as fact. A Ley was a form of market related 
to the feeding and care of Cattle, Horse, and general livestock. 
 
Greyhound Hotel. (The Village Inn) Church Road  
Before licences were required Thomas Darbyshire ran an ale house here in 1772. The first official license came in 1788, the hotel 

has been altered, re-built, and changed much over the years. When John Stott was the licensee in 
1893 the hotel was still offering stables for horse travellers. Sports fields and a bowling green were 
once featuring at the rear. Joseph Whitelegg was the licensee found in 1828 when it still referred to 
having its own brew house.  
 
An auction in 1907 to sell the hotel added that there was an eight stalled stable, two loose boxes, 
barn, yard and other outbuildings. A cottage passing by the name of Oak was together with the sale. 
In 1882 the hotel was releasing a horse cab, harness, and the right of stand. 

  
It took until 1883 to provide internal information for the hotel. There was a large filling bar, vault, 
bar parlour, news room, kitchen, scullery, pantry, a large club room, sitting room, five bed rooms, 
ale and spirit cellars, and wash house. The stables now could house twelve horses and a pig sty 
was added. Room for Quoits became a feature of the outstanding gardens. Typical here was a 
revolving door as the main entry point.                                                                  
                                                                                                                                  Threlfallôs 1922 
 
1983 had the Whitbread Brewery in control changing to their Beefeater style restaurant. By 2007 it was renamed as The Village 

Inn and the hotel was used as a Thai restaurant and as a pub, it changed its hat frequently. Closed once 
again 2018 and under new ownership its three stories coupled with a half-timbered outlook still prominent for 
the area. 
 
Other known licensees were 1850 Thomas Warburton. 1857-1867 James Buckley, 1874 Mary Buckley, 1875 
John Partington, 1877 Thomas Gilmore, 1788 James Tongs, in 1880 C. E. Lloyd transferred the licence to 
Annie Lloyd, 1881 Joseph Ward, 1883 Garside, 1890-1901 John Stott, 1909-20 Joseph Jenkinson, and 1928 
John Jones who called the hotel Ye Greyhound Inn during his time there. In 1939 William Arthur Bogg took 
his place with Robert Warburton 1941-1951. 1952 Archie Bebbington. 
 
    Joseph Jenkinson 1920 

 

 
Oak Cottage. The Village  
Somewhat of a mystery for a while as it was shown to sit behind the Greyhound Hotel around 1730. Charles and Elizabeth Royle 
were the first tenants found c.1800 and John Barnett was living there 1882 following this time. Captain Thomas Hornby was in 
residence for 1898. Not recorded after c.1905 but reference has been found to substantiate its presence. An auction of 1907 
included the cottage at number 24 adjacent to the hotel at the rear. This was small, three beds, living room, it had lawns and fruit 
trees. The cottage is now confirmed, with the hotel, and encompassed in the grounds alongside the Church Fields. 
 
Hardman. The Village  
The ladies and childrenôs outfitter who occupied one, of two, shops opposite the Greyhound. The 
shop was slated for demolition around 1939 only to be placed on hold due to the shortage of 
materials for new premises. Both shops were eventually lost a road widening scheme of the 
1960ôs. Annie Hardman, known to be there for many years, sold boots, shoes, drapery, and 
hosiery, continuing for a short while in a new shop by the Station Garage which was built in 1957 
as the new Grove. 
 
Jubilee Tree. Flixton Village 

Early documents show a tree planted, suggested an Oak, it was to commemorate the Queen 
Victoria Golden Jubilee in 1887. It is believed that the last was a Beech Tree. The surviving tree, no 
matter what cultivar, was eventually removed for good in 1987. Here the Flixton Stocks sat awaiting 
customers in ye olde world. Road widening over the years has taken away the site totally at the 
junction of Church, Carrington, and Flixton Roads. Features here were 
a bus stop, a phone booth, the tree, and a seat, not to mention road 
signage and eventually street lighting.  
 

Although no real records show the trees culture it was a Horse Chestnut, as reports talk of collecting 
conkers at this point. The significance of the Jubilee was the importance. A slice of the last tree was 
retained by John Howe the local historian. 
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Lark Rise Cottage. The Village. Church Road 18-20.  
This cottage is probably the oldest in Flixton Village. Built in 1672 it has been preserved in immaculate condition. Initialled as I. F. 
W. and likely to be the first owner or builder as this was a common practice. (Listed in 1966 Grade 2) Never mentioned in Slaterôs 
by this name and suggested is that it was only christened late in its life.  

 
The cottages have been as one for many years, internally the woodwork is outstanding even some 
of the doors that are no longer in use have been retained in place as part of the interior décor. The 
cottage boasts an apparition it appears next to the old fireplace embedded into the wood panelled 
wall. The face of a female shows but when approached she disappears. This can be seen in any 
light, artificial or natural, and can be quite eerie. 
 

                                                                            Lark Rise is not available to the public. 
 
A portion of the Heritage description includes, the cottages are a two bayed timber framed construction on a stone plinth. Brick 
extension left, right, and above. The roof is slate, and the timber frame is in square panels with diagonal bracing to the principle 
posts. An original studded Oak door exists, and some windows show as added later. To the left is a Flemish bond brick extension 
and right replaced casement windows. Internally the door opens to an inglenook fireplace which has a chamfered curved 
bressumer (Lintel) beam. There is a wattle and daubed heck and heck post. (Lattice work daubed with a substance to make it rock 
hard) Overhead the roof trusses are tie-beamed with inclined struts. 
 
Mayfield House. Church Road 
A home that followed Throstledale after the Church Inn and between a sweet and tobacconists called Swindells of 1911. It was 
once thought to be a small terrace but correctly found to be a semidetached as a partner to Throstledale. An early occupant was 
Thomas Irlam who was a slater by trade in 1898. The front wall and posts are still standing at this site. 
 
 
Rectory. The Village 
The present St. Mikes Rectory sits on what was vacant land and the Rookery opposite the 
church. This replaced the Carrington Road version for modern times. However, the design has 
been kept in keeping with the school house placed as its neighbour. 
 
 
Royle Family Grocers. The Village 

Much photographed, there were two small shops opposite the Greyhound Hotel. In 1898 or there 
about, one was leased by William Royle through to the 1920ôs. It was better known later as Dodds 
and its neighbour was Hardmanôs. Both shops and their accompanying cottages were lost to the 
road widening of Church Road in 1962. One of the Royle cottages was home to the 1891 Harper 
family and the adjoining shop was a butcher called Henry Booth. 
 
 
 

 
Scolds Bridle. (Brank) 
The 1820 use of the village stocks in Flixton had an added feature only used on the female population. A 
Scolds Bridle was a device that restricted the use of the tongue. This debilitating equipment was placed in a 
Trafford exhibition by Samuel Davies during 1887 to show the world it was no longer being used. The Brank, 
as it was also called, was housed at the Flixton Poor House on Moorside Road. One of these bridles is now 
held at Trafford Local Studies in Sale, they cannot confirm as to it being the Flixton version. 
 
 
Stocks.  The Village                                                              

The Village of Flixton maintained stocks until c.1823. The stocks were a wooden structure utilised by 
holding common criminals for public humiliation, they restrained the feet in a prone position. The 
locale was surrounded by so named buildings Stocks House, Stocks View, and Stocks Terrace. The 
site became the home of the first Jubilee Tree in 1809. All has finally been removed and the whole 
stocks island at this corner no longer exists. There is evidence provided in various local constabulary 
reports to show that the stocks were used. Their presence was an effective deterrent against crime 
just to have them available.  
 

Stocks Cottage. The Village (Unknown) 
In the Village for 1851 this cottage was ñTo Be Letò. As the cottages there were generally known to be named it is difficult to say 
which this one was. The sale advised it was near the Church and there were two front and two back rooms. Three bedrooms and a 
large garden completed the small description.  
 
A possible answer to this unknown cottage is number 16, the neighbour to Lark Rise. The Rise, which was not named at this time, 
did not fit the description. One last home close to the church was Ivy but this was double story and could not match as it was with 
Chatham House. Lastly, Oak Cottage that fell to the rear of the Greyhound remains an alternative. 
 
Stocks Green. The Village Flixton 
Surrounding the stocks open land is found to have been called the Green. Predominately public land it was often occupied during 
the wakes period for the pitching of booths which would stretch through to Reade House. The booths would have included boxing, 
roulette tables, shooting galleries, and side shows with all the fun of the fair. Hospitality and local commodity sales also featured in 
or around the 1800ôs in true village green style. 
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Stocks View and Terrace.  
These terraced homes were part of the original Flixton Village. They 
sat close to the Stocks along with Stocks House. This formed the 
junction of Carrington, Church, and Flixton Roads. The View c.1850 
sat across from the terrace, it only housed three families where as 
the Terrace had room for eight. The View was recorded in the 1881 
census but not the Terrace. Stocks View become new homes for 
1969 when Maunders won the contract to build 10 homes in its place. 
 
 
Typical at Stocks View was; three bedrooms, living room, kitchen and bath. A wash house could 
be found in the gardens. An entry in Lawsonôs book of c.1889 told of the Wooden Stocks position 
near the newly erected Stocks Terrace this gave idea both were built before the Stocks House 
1893. This has since been proven when the date stone was found along Mersey View in a pile of 
rubble, it showed 1890. Further facts present the Terrace as being built in two stages the latter 
portion came in 1893. The terrace was removed in 1961 by M. J. Duffy Ltd. 
 

 
The Grove. Flixton Village                                                 
A small but renowned block of homes was set aside from the Stocks triangle of terraced units. Placed 

between the railway and Stocks Terrace c.1848 it was unique in its 
own right. Many baptism records are to be traced for here in 1886 
showing a thriving community. The Grove had accommodation for 
16 families. It was replaced after being condemned and purchased 
c.1938 under a CPO, by a new Grove c.1945 behind the original to 
accommodate 46 families.  

 
It was found that the Grove was also known as New Street for its address and could be found in the 1861 census. Planning 
permission was applied in for 1939 to erect a new home complete with a shop at the corner of Flixton Road on a portion of the soon 
to be vacant land. Once this too was to be demolished another shop was built at the entry to the new Grove. It did not last many 
years when it was taken for the garage presently occupying the space. A final placing of homes came in 1953 as four flats were to 
be built cornering Church Road. 
 
The Village as property. 
The ownership of the varied lands for the Village shows as complex. It passed through many hands and at various times. Dates 
refer to late 1700 for the most part where names such as Coupe, Bostock, Johnson, Faulkner, Lowe, Millatt, and Wright all featured 
in transactions. The largest portion not privately owned fell to Grove and Whitnall in 1934. 
 
Throstledale. Church Road 
Although built looking like a terraced house it only ever showed with one person living there in 
the early 1880ôs. In fact, it was adjoined to Mayfield as a pair before Ivy Cottage. The date of 
1898 showed the owner to be Henry Hindley.  This building faced St. Michaelôs Church School 
and it was sited between the Church Inn and The Greyhound Hotel. The front posts and wall can 
still be seen at this point along the road. 
 
 
St. Michaelôs C E. Aided School. The Grove 

Trafford Locals suggest 1959 was its beginning but it took until 1967 to be completed with its 
assembly hall and full classrooms. With the support of H R H. Prince Charles, the children here 
developed a special garden dedicated to the Millennium. The school was built on the vacant 
field behind the Grove and the Church Road version. This field was home to the Nissan Hut of 
the 3rd Flixton scouting troop after WW2. 
 
 

 
The Hollies. The Village Flixton                
Standing in Flixton Village ñThe Holliesò is another example of old architectural Flixton. It still sits 
between the old Stocks House (Village Court) and Lark Rise. A simple brick building well 
preserved retaining some small character of its age built 1781. Slaters show it to house the family 
of Bank in 1881 and for 1898 it was in the hands of Mrs. Janet Ballard. Janet was still in 
occupancy for 1928 and possibly longer, it fell to Helen Ballard in or around 1939. The Flixton 
Conservation plan called this home Holly Bank this is incorrect. 
 
The Village Number 16. (Church Road) 

This house was ñListedò as Grade 2 in 1987 in carries no name but was considered as moderately 
important enough for the status. At one stage, because of its numbering, Chatham was thought to 
be at 16 but this is not correct the numerical order was outward from the Village. Its description, 
No.16 goes as follows: The cottage is built from Flemish bond brick rendered at the rear. This 
relates to the fact that this side today is used as the front. It has a slate roof and is a two bay, with 
two story outlooks. The one bay has been added to the side with a porch also added. The original 
door has been blocked. Casement windows with leaded glass are accompanied by cambered brick 
work with arched heads. It has ridged and gable chimney stacks. 
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Wilkins. Flixton Village 
Harriet and Polly Wilkins ran a greengrocery store here c.1940 among the residences of Stocks Terrace. The description given by 
Bob Potts in his book was that the sisters were akin to óGert and Daisyô a comical duo from the days of radio c.1945. Once the 
terrace of Stocks was to be removed a new shop was built for this business next the Station Garage and the Grove. When the 
Grove was redeveloped this shop went into the past just as the first did. 
 
Widening scheme. Flixton Village 
Alterations to Church Road took place in stages during the 1960ôs. 
Various cottages around Darford were removed along the way with 
the Village affected the most. The block of two shops and Stocks 
Terrace was completely demolished as the twists and turns through 
this section were straightened. From slightly before the St. Michaelôs 
Church through to the Jubilee Tree at Carrington Road, radical 
improvements altered the Village for ever.    
 

¶ Ciss Lane. Urmston  
This old lane was recorded from the 1800ôs and the sites for two quaint thatched cottages. At the corner 
off Higher Road and Ciss Lane one dated as of 1870 and survived for many years. Ciss now has 31 
houses now with most of the historic changes coming after council had purchased the land at £500 per 
acre. The lane was often excluded in directories without reason. A census of 1911 had William 
Pennington a manager for a builderôs merchant in one Ciss home and in the other John and Ada 
Millward. John was a carter and had a daughter Mary. The original cottages were condemned in 1933 
and William Pennington with F. Baldwin, both given notices to leave. The cottage on Higher and Ciss 
became a rest garden in 1934. Consideration was made to change the name of Ciss to Beech Farm 
Road in 1935 with the residents failing to agree it was left as it was. 
 
 

¶ Clarendon Road. Flixton (South side) 
This small stretch turned up in c.1903 as a no through road comprised of buildings numbered 2-14. A proposal was put forward to 
build a block of 6 flats here in 1973. Today there are 15 houses and 1 block of flats to make the road complete. 
 

¶ Clevedon Avenue. Urmston 
The homes are 31 in number. Clevedon appears to originate from Somerset. 
 

¶ Clifton Road. Flixton  
There were 4 homes here circa 1908-1909. Like so many parts of Urmston it was further developed in 1935 and now has 26 
homes. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Clubs and associations. 
 
Bible Club. Lyme Grove 
In an effort to preach temperance a Bible Club was created here on the Grove in 1903. The club held its 
meeting on the licensed Urmston Men's Club premises of the time but limited drinkers to two intoxicating 
drinks per meeting. Out of the 76 members 46 were abstainers and anyone under 25 years of age had not 
asked to be served. The Rev. C. B. Jones was the instigator for this project which was proving to be a 
success. 
 
Canine and Feline Societies. 
An Urmston, Flixton, and District Canine Society was formed in 1903 it held itôs shows at that time in the 
Drill Hall on Flixton Road followed by the Urmston Public Hall in 1909 as the venue. The felines and 
canines for Urmston fall under the paws of the Manchester Societies which holds their shows at the 
Carnall Centre. Generally, there is not enough support locally for a defined Urmston Club for either of 
the groups.  
 
Canterbury Players. 

This amateur dramatic group were established in Davyhulme 1949 from school teachers and 
parents of the Canterbury School. They have recently moved home and now operate from places 
like the Davyhulme Junior School and the Brook Road Church. Their President has been with the 
group for 57 years, he is Gordon Wells. 

 
Classic Car Club. Urmston 
A car club set up for the followers of this hobby in 2008. Members gather to show off their classic cars 
and discuss mutual topics related to the subject. The Lancashire & Cheshire Car Club met at the 
Roebuck Hotel. This would have made the members drool; John J. Royle of Stocks House Flixton was 
selling his automobile in 1919. The car was a 1910 Lanchester, 28 HP Landaulette with dual ignition, 
spare rimôs and accessories. 
 

Davyhulme Art Club. 
The club formed in 1977 with the aim of sharing the practice of this form in a friendly atmosphere. They meet weekly at the St. 
Michaelôs Croft on Church Road. 
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Davyhulme Camera Club. Flixton House 
Formed 1969 in rooms near to Davyhulme Park they last congregated monthly at the Brook Road Church, their headquarters. The 
club is open to the entire district for the furtherance of photography as a hobby. They were commissioned in 1961 to photograph 
local buildings that were to be demolished at the time. 
 
Photographers. 
Often seen on old postcards of Urmston are the names of two photographers James Wride was probably the most prolific he had a 

stationerôs shop on Flixton Road. The other was Edwin Mather, his main occupation was that of Post-master at 
the Flixton Post Office but at the front was his stationery and tobacco shop. Both gentlemen took photos of 
local streets for publication into cards for distribution in their shops. A later addition to this post card picture 
business was James Henry Smith who also listed his address as the P O. Flixton.  
 
One last well known photographer was Henry Cuthbert although renowned for his butcher shop on Crofts 
Bank Road he took dozens of local pictures recording events and scenes of Urmston from 1912 into the 1930ôs. 
This Cuthbert collection is readily available at the G M County Record Office. Several photographers set up 
shop to provide portrait service an example would be Myers & Frost of Higher Road Urmston. 
 

 
Flixton and Urmston Good Buddies Association.    

Breaker, breaker, one nine, this is Teddy Bear on the line. The club became known during the 1970s 
when Citizen Band Radio was at its height. Still calling in the 80ôs it had websites then to promote the 
hobby which was a big ten four.    
 
Floral Art Club. The club emerged from the Urmston & District Allotment Society as of 1965. Meetings were held at the Alker Hall. 
 
Irish. Not found 
The Scots had a Burns Club locally and the Welsh, a Society, but nothing has been found for the 
descendants of the Emerald Isles in Urmston. The closest they came was with the bar OôSheaôs on Railway 
Road which did not fare very well and closed.     
 
Manchester CHA Ramblers & Social Club. 
CHA stands for Countrywide Holiday Association it was established in 1891. The walking group under this name had members who 

believed it was time to form a group which was more localised. Then, in 1921, four followers of 
the rambles began a new division in Urmston. After a meeting in rooms on Higher Road it 
was decided they would add their own alphabetical calling to the already known sections of A, 
B, and C, they were to become Section D. Since 1975 the section was dropped and reverted 
back to its main roots but did not stop there. After several changes in name 2004 saw the onset 
of Rambles Holidays. 

 
National Association of Bikers with Disability. NABD 
This association was formed in 1991 with Urmston joining in on their own merit. The home for this club is at the 
Bridgewater Centre on Robson Avenue. It began as a challenge for people who would not accept the fact that 
being disabled meant no biking. Assistance is provided to adapt motorcycles according to the disability. All 
bikers disabled or not, are welcomed. 
 
Owner Occupiers Association. 
In its onset this was the Rate Payers Association formed in 1904, they met at the Wesleyan School on Moorside Road. The later 
association was formed from residents in the Urban District to voice opinion on civic matters. The early days were at 223 Flixton 
Road this was 1953 and by 1968 it had a combined membership of 15,000 spread among Manchester, Stretford, Urmston, and 
Sale. As at 1971 this group proposed to the local MP that Rates should be replaced by a local income tax collected by an extension 
of the PAYE system. In or around 2003 a group formed for the Granville Road area as a Tenants Association to look after their 
affairs surrounding this part of Urmston. 
 
Urmston and District Commercial Travellers Assn. 
Establish c.1903 their Hon. Secretary operated from 44 Moorside Road in 1943 under the name of E. S. Lockley. 
 
Urmston and District Model Engineering Society. Chassen Park  
Started in 1948 it has grown from a 500 ft. track into a metricated 2000 metre run installed in 1982. 
The track now provides a complete circuit of the park with a bridge over the track approved for 
construction in 1970. A new club house was opened in 1974. The club was responsible for the event 
called May Day Steam held annually after its start in 1981. The old shed they once used was sold to 
the Flixton Golf Club for storage purposes. 
 
Urmston and District Philatelic Society. Church Road 

Collectors of Stamps held their meetings at the Shaw Hall Community Centre where they were 
established in 1955. After a move to Haylands, Old Crofts Bank they closed up due to lack of support in 
2010. 
 
 
 

 
Urmston and District Spastic Society. 
Formed to aid people who suffered from Cerebral Palsy they registered as a charity in 1954 and presented their constitution to fall 
under the War Charities act of 1940. Notice was given in 1981 that they ceased to exist. This charity has reformed as Scope. 
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Urmston and District Tape Recording Club. 
The club had a beginning of c.1957 opening up with the Gardeners Institute as its first home on 
Railway Road. They continued at the Hartford Community Centre until around 1973 when they 
disbanded. One of their boasts was that they did a demo tape for Hermanôs Hermits when they were 
an up-and-coming group. The founders were Bill Firth and Len Bullock. 
 
 
 
 

 
Urmston and Flixton Literary and Scientific Society. 1881-1884 
The year of 1878 showed that meetings of the minds were held for this group in Urmston. Speakers were brought 
in to give talks ending in overall discussion about subjects ranging from books to experiments. The last date traced 
for this group was 1904 when a Mr. Deacon presented a talk about his daring tramp across America. 
 
 
Urmston Aquarium Society. 
Found when organising an event in 1953, it was an exhibition of tropical fish during the Queenôs coronation. 
 
 
Urmston "Burns" Club. 
A dinner arranged by the Scottish people of Urmston was held in 1886 at the Victoria Hotel. The result was the 
formation of a group called The Burns Club. They were a clan of five strong. 
 
 
 
Urmston Musical Theatre. 
Previously called the Urmston Amateur Operatic Society they formed as a group in 1911. Their aim is to bring music and 
pantomime performances to Urmston, usually at the various schools and theatres. A later addition is that of a junior section. 
 
 
Urmston Primrose League.  

This league was formed in 1883 with its branch operating from Wilderspool House around 1911. 
The intent was for the maintenance of religion, the constitution, and the honour of the British Empire. 
A basic club for the Conservative Party. 
 
 
 
 

 
Urmston Probus Club. 
The club movement began in 1965 and as in many cases it was connected to the Urmston branch of the Rotary Club. This 
continued into 1985 with a local membership being formed. Members meet in an informal way over coffee and usually it includes a 
speaker on subjects covering a wide range of interesting topics. Members come from the senior section of society (over 60) and 
they are encouraged to present their own stories. The Probus currently meet at the Davyhulme Golf Club. 
 
 
Urmston Radio Controlled Car Club. Humphrey Lane 
Starting their engines in 1979 these enthusiasts race their 1/12 scale cars at the St. Clementôs Branch Church 
Hall. Urmston historian Alan Crossland has been this clubôs staunch supporter since its inception. 
 
 
Welsh Society. (Manchester Association) 

Not strongly represented in Urmston but their Hon. Treasurer in 1926 resided on Railway Road with a 
real Welsh sounding name of Hugh Jones. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Working Menôs Clubs. 
The workers were catered for under many headings around the district, generally church groups and associations formed their own. 
One very early version could be found at Abbotsfield established in 1885 under the wings of the Conservative Club. 
 
Youth Clubs. 1900-1960 
Several of these facilities were in operation at one time or another. Besides the Flixton Youth Club there were Church youth clubs 
such as at the Congregational and St Clement Churches. Others too survived for a long time but today they are unfortunately in 
short supply. The first known to be established for Flixton was in the cellar of the Rectory on Carrington Rd. The Hartford 
Community Centre run one for the present. 
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¶ Coal Merchants and yards. 
According to the London Gazette of 1893 a partnership of Boothby and Forsyth working as coal dealers in Urmston and Flixton was 
dissolved by mutual consent. Noted for the 1900ôs was Clifton & Kersley along with Sydney Smith and Thomas Ogden. They were 
joined by five other merchants around 1926 as the local demand increased and Urmston Station became the main center having a 
larger yard than Flixton. Familiar names for many since the war would be Eckersley, Grime and Williams, Irlam, and Corser Bros. 
 
Both Flixton and Urmston Stations had coal yards which gradually took over from cattle pens. Local 
distributors would bag and deliver throughout the town usually per hundred weights. Coke was another 
staple as well as nutty slack and cobs each designed to fit the financial status of the recipient. Coal was 
not a cheap commodity, so mixing was common place. Both yards have been removed as redundant. 
Phimax and Anthracite, as smokeless fuels were introduced to Urmston in 1957. 
 
 

¶ Cob Kiln Lane. Urmston 
This lane was placed at the end of Meadow Road Urmston the directories show nothing of its two houses. The Westbourne Park 
small bore rifle range transferred here, and a portion of the lands became a municipal rubbish dump. A road was laid out to allow 
trucks to operate at the tip, made of railway sleepers council bought 700 of them at 2/6d each in 1931. The ñTipò was closed in 1976. 
The lane once led to Cob Kiln Woods where a brick works could be found in operation for its early years. This now home to a variety 
of stables and agricultural holdings that are under planning for future development.  
 

¶ Coberley Avenue. Davyhulme  
This one contains 22 houses as of 2010. Coberley is an early Buckinghamshire name. 
 

¶ Cockedge Lane. 
Better known today as Flixton Road it means ódweller at the hillsideô and is usually connected to game birds. 
 

¶ Coll Drive. Davyhulme 
The year of 1968 saw the 41 house and 1 flat appear at this location. 
 

¶ Compton Close. Flixton 
The Close, at the end of Arundel, was born out in 1970 with 27 homes. 
 

¶ Community Centres. 
Detail for Shaw Hall, Hartford, etc. or any other of these centres is entered under a heading accordingly when information is traced. 
Most were formed in or around 1965-70 for each local community. Humphrey Park was much earlier but has since been rebuilt.  
 

¶ Coniston Road. Flixton 
The road had accommodation for 28 family units. Coniston Lake presents itself for origin.     
 

¶ Conway Road. Davyhulme 
The majority of the 67 houses were built in 1935. The word is found to be both Irish and Welsh in origin, certainly Gaelic. The River 
and Castle in Wales would be favoured. Conway is the location for the 3rd Davyhulme Scouts and their home is called Endeavour. 
  

¶ Corfe Close. Flixton 
Built in 1970, there are 15 houses in the Close. A Corfe is a ópass or cuttingô in early English. 
 

¶ Cornhill Road and Avenue. Davyhulme  
The road gets its name from the field it sat on. Accounted for in the 56 properties is the clinic, added to this are 8 flats to make up 
the road. For the avenue include 11 homes. The clinic in the main has relocated as of 2009 but still operates a branch here. The 
Davyhulme Social Club calls this road home too. Other random homes here were called Newcroft, Maitland at No.52, and South 
View at No.54, Hazeldene, The Gables, and St. Michael's.  
   
1928 house names for Cornhill Road: The Knolls, Beechwood, Netherside, Ellesmere, The Deans, Hazeldene, Burn Bank, Dlanor, 
Moorlands, Knowsfield, Acresfield, National School, Crombie, Haslemere, Inglenook, Woolacombe, Castlestead, Craigmore, 
ending with St Michael, Kelmscott, Treeton, and Maitland. It should be recognised that Cornhill was assumed under the name of 
Moorside until it, Moorside Road, was expanded through to Crofts Bank Road. 
 
Acresfield. Cornhill Road 

The house built in 1910 was to be found in on the north east side by the National School for the period. It 
was where William Shawcross 1919 stayed at that time, still recorded as being there in 1928. This home 
was coupled to Knowsfield housing a likely relative, Harry Shawcross. An entry for 1891 showed a 
Rhoda Oaks occupying this home prior to marrying John Wood at the Wesley Church around the corner 
on Moorside Road.    
 
 
 
 

 
Beechwood. 39 Cornhill Road 
The home was to be tracked down in 1919 as neighbour to The Knolls. For that year Thomas 
Wakefield held occupancy, by 1928 he was its only owner. On its other side was Netherside.  
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Burn Bank. Cornhill Road 
This was discovered for 1919 as a home with The Deans along one side and Hazledene on the other. 1928 had a Mrs. Hargaves 
as homemaker after it was in her husbandôs name of Herbert earlier. 
 
Castlestead. Cornhill Road 
John Knaggs called this his castle in 1919-1928 on the north east side of the road. 
 
Craigmore. Cornhill Road 
Craig was a house on the north east side in 1919 where Peter Brookes, a manager, made home into 1928. 
 
Crombie. Cornhill Road 
Thomas Dutton lived at this home in 1928 it was on the north east side.  
  
Davyhulme Social and Bowling Club. Cornhill Road  

The club has recently rebuilt its club house. (2008). After many 
years it was be rid of its old abode which, as the picture shows, was 
prefabricated structures. A date is given for the formation of this 
club is 1908 when it had Rev. Harland as President. Like several 
clubs of this nature, women were not allowed, and it took to around 
1970 the change this. Stanley Blackburn was 1938 Hon. Sec. 
    
 
 

 
Dlanor. Cornhill Road 
The naming may well be misspelt but that was its listed name in documents. Stringer Williams was here in 1928 and next door was 
the well-known Moorlands. Ronald, spelt backwards, is the finding for origin. 
 
Ellesmere. Cornhill Road 
Only noted after 1920 the house was between Netherside and the Deans. 
 
Haslemere. Cornhill Road 
For 1928 this was the place where Thomas Starkie enjoyed his life close to the National School. 
 
Hazeldene. 47 Cornhill Road 
1928 introduced this home as a semidetached faced with Accrington brick and for 1951 had the 
following lounge, dining, kitchen, scullery, and pantry. There were three bedrooms, and a bathroom. 
Outside, a garage and greenhouse, the garden sported a lily pond. This, almost present day, 
information is the best found for these c.1900 homes, the second was called The Deans. The house 
of Burn Bank sat as the other neighbour. The road is mentioned as Cornhill after being recognised 
under Moorside Road. 
 
Inglenook. 22 Cornhill Road 
This was the nook home of Walter Newton during 1928 on the north east side of Cornhill. Walter was in charge of all local libraries 
from the late 1920s and through approximately 20 years thereafter. 
 
Kelmscott. 44 Cornhill Road 
A home in 1928 for the well-known, it belonged to Ernest Leonard Leeming the Town Engineer 
and Surveyor who worked tirelessly for the Urban District. He had the house built from concrete 
blocks of his own design. The calling is from a village on the River Thames and this is now 
Kelmscott Court. 
 
Knolls Corner and the Knolls. Cornhill Road 

Street lighting was proposed for installation here in 1887 it was to join with a plan to light up the road 
from the Nags Head. There was a house here called The Knolls owned by the Hardman family from 
1878-1904. The link to Knolls Corn Hill has origins as an area bounded by Cornhill and Canterbury 
Roads, specifically the corner where the two meet. The earliest date to be found is in the Barton-
upon-Irwell street directory of 1861. William Royle, a stalwart founder of developing Flixton, died 
here in 1939. A newspaper report of 1889 inferred that Knolls Corn Hill was a part of the Norreys 
Estate which also accommodated the St. Mary's Church built in that area. Intended to be óThe 
Knollsô it carried the Corn Hill or corner following due to address references. 
 

 
Knolls Field. Cornhill Road Little is known of Knolls Field other than in 1919 it sat with Acresfield down this road. John Owen, who 
was a sheet metal worker, was comfortable here. Sometime around 1928 both homes were occupied by Shawcross family that of 
Harry and William. (Directories show this as Knowsfield) 
 
 
Maitland. Cornhill Road 
A large double fronted home noted in 1945 when possession was offered. Some of its features were 
a porch to the entrance hall, two living rooms, four bedrooms, kitchen, etc. It carried a wash house 
and coal house outside. Earlier in 1928 it had the boast of being the last building at this point along 
Cornhill. 
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Moorlands. 59 Cornhill Road  
A descendant of old family who lived there informs it was standing during the 1880ôs. Slaterôs show it as being registered at that 

time under Moorside Road as Cornhill did not exist. Moorlands was for some time a School Clinic for 
the district. 1939 gave it the calling of Lancashire County Council School Clinic and Child Welfare 
Centre, Mrs Ivy Caines was caretaker. It was to become the home of the Cornhill Clinic. The St. John 
Ambulance, as Barton Corps, used this as their headquarters for several years. 
 
This has been replaced by a new clinic established on Broadway with effect of 2009. The fate 
hereafter of the old building is uncertain, but it is still being used as a clinic in the meantime. This 
house, south west on the road, housed Mrs. Letitia Beck for 1898. The Moorlands occupied eleven 
acres of land at its beginnings.  

 
Netherside. 41 Cornhill Road 

The one side to this home was Beechwood and on the other side was Burn Bank in 1919 which 
made them either side to Netherside.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Newlands. Cornhill Road 
A recent calling as it did not show this name in directories and remains an unknown quantity. 
 
 
St. Maryôs Primary School. Cornhill Road 

The school originated as both a mission church and school in 1881. 
Records show a version of St. Maryôs School way back in 1789 
when pupils had to pay for their own education. It opened under the 
status of a National School which was common in those days. Land 
bought off John Haywood was used as the original site on 
Davyhulme Road. Both sites, the original and for the Cornhill 
School, were donated by the local Squire Norreys. (Cornhill Road 
was then called School Lane.)  

 
In 1971 it was damaged by fire and later in 1973 the school was rebuilt. While building this new school a jar was found amongst the 
rubble of the old foundation. It held a copy of the Eccles Advertiser reporting the ceremony of the earlier school. This was replaced 
behind the new foundation stone. 
 
St. Michael's. 40 Cornhill Road 

Unknown is if there was any connection to the actual church, but this house was advertised as 
available in 1953 with its lounge, dining room, and morning room. The three bedrooms with a box 
room complete with bathroom, made up the home. The house was entered in the directory for 1919 
sitting to the North West and having Austin Smith as owner. A later occupant was 1939 and Herbert 
Croft. 
 
 
 
 

 
The Croft. 28 Cornhill Road 
This house is to be found at the corner of Entwisle modern by Cornhill standards it housed 
Edward Faulkner in 1938 to 1940.  
 
The Deans. Cornhill Road 
A fine pair made up with Hazeldene, along this road that was not known as Cornhill until, one might say, modern times. This makes 
tracking them down for history difficult, but they do show features typical for the beginnings of the 1900ôs. 
 
The Gables. 15 Cornhill Road 
A small modern detached with two bedrooms etc. rooms. Outside were garage, greenhouse, gardens front and rear. 
 
Treeton. Cornhill Road 
The house for the Walters family during 1928 it had the honour of being the neighbour to Ernest Leeming. 
 
Woolacoombe. Cornhill Road 
For 1928 the house was on the north east side with Hubert Kinder in attendance. This was the last building before Entwisle Ave. 
 
 
 

¶ Cotswold Avenue. Davyhulme 
The residences are 16-fold. There should be little need to explain this avenues origin, the hills of which span five counties. 
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¶ Cow Lane. 
A common term for a road or lane connected and used for, or by, many farms for the district. Known is that one led down to the 
Urmston Meadows while another connected Shawtown Farm with Penny Lane. Humphrey Lane also had a portion so called. 
 
 

¶ Craig Avenue. Flixton 
29 homes and 1 flat are the score for Craig and its interpreted name for a óScottish rockô. The avenue was opened on the original 
site of the Woodsend Wesleyan Chapel. 
 
Alverne. Craig Avenue 
Living in the home was James Delaney and during 1927-1931 he was a tailor. The word seems to refer to a mountain.  
 
Arnside. Craig Avenue 
This was home to the Mooney family for 1928. 
 
Ash Lea. Craig Avenue 
Lawrence Wolstenholme lived here in 1928.  
 
Darwin House. Craig Avenue 
No Darwin slept here sign over the door in 1928 it was Mrs. Elizabeth Marsden who was thinking of Evolution. 
 
Elwyn. Craig Avenue 
James Bold lived here next door to Reginald Bold who was in Spring Bank. The Bold family members stayed here in 1927 both as 
builders by trade.  
 
Helsley. Craig Avenue 
The 1928 house of Helsley was occupied by a brick setter called James Bold. 
 
Oak Lea. Craig Avenue 
Painting was the occupation of the 1928 resident he was Walter Randall.  
 
Spring Bank. Craig Avenue 
As a builder Reginald Thomas Bold stayed at the house in 1928. He was a part of Bold Bros. who built many homes along Craig. 
 
Sylvadene. Craig Avenue 
A 1928 clerk named as Benjamin Robertshaw was here on Craig. 
 
Trevor Bank. Craig Avenue 
A family called Orme resided in the house at the time of 1928. 
 
 

¶ Cranford Gardens and Road. Davyhulme 
The Gardens have 12 houses and 1 flat accounted for, whereas the Road has 15 houses built about 1935 by D. Franklyn. 
Hopkinson Electrical Co. operated from number 11 in 1948. An óopen fieldô is the old English for Cranford. 
 

¶ Croft. 
This was a district in its own right as large as Dumplington. It covered the area south of Lostock Road towards Urmston. A óCroftô is 
simply a farm or farmland. 
 
 

¶ Crofts Bank. 
A Township situated where the Davyhulme Circle is today. In the earliest of times this was presented as Cross Bank. The old 
English way of writing an S, was with an F, and could have led to the corruption of Cross to Croft, but this has not been 
substantiated. The cross became known due to the four ways meeting point at what is now Davyhulme Circle. The district here was 
called Croft even if the road is disputed by its spelling. 
 
Baptist P. S. A. Cricket Ground. Crofts Bank 
The ground was at the intersection of Crofts Bank Road and Davyhulme Road. The 
wording dates as 1892-1911 and is an acronym for Pleasant Sunday Afternoon, a 
brotherhood associated to the church for social and promotion of the Baptist movement. 
 
Bethell Farm. Crofts Bank (aka. Crofts Bank Farm) 

The large barns and 28 acres appear to be the main attraction to this farm which was known to be 
around for 1794. The transaction of James and Edward Bethell is to be found for this age they 
were involved in the sale of property along Flixton Road. A registered birth of a child is recorded 
here for 1871 to John and Sarah Bethell.  
 
Other detail is unknown about the farmhouse itself however; it 
was removed to accommodate Davyhulme Circle just before 
1929. The actual cenotaph was erected in the farm yard prior 

to the development of the planned circle which was still being designed. This was known as 
Crofts Bank in regard to the district. Further to this it was only second to the Nags Head Hotel 
as post office to the area. 1898 showed Sarah Bethell as Post mistress. 
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Bethell and the Post Office. 
The fact that Sarah Bethell of farm fame also held title to the Post Office at Davyhulme is not disputed. After initially being held at 

the local hostelry of the Nags Head it found a home of its own being established aside to Crofts 
Bank. The picture, in this case by artist Tom Dodson, allows sight into its position. 
 
The Post Office, right, had placing close to what was called Longshaw Cottage. Reginald Longshaw 
lived here; he was the Post Master that preceded Sarah Bethell.  It was also an added fact that the 
Town Hall adjoined for the time. A mortuary could be found behind the farm on Old Crofts Bank, 
here too were council offices. 
 
 

Nags Head Hotel. Crofts Bank (1 Lostock Road) 
This public house dates back to the 16th century and was about the size of a small cottage John Parr ran an early version of this in 

1828. For the year 1834 William Hudson was the licenced keep. The old inn run by John Chapman 
was removed c.1879 to be replaced by the structure more in keeping with todayôs hotel. This new 
pub was built before the removal of the old. Mary E. Cronshaw, the Inn Keeper at that time, stayed 
around for ten years or more.  
 
Surveys show a bowling green as early as 1895 at the rear. The bowling green area was converted 
to parking for the patrons later. The courtyard along Barton Road still shows cobbled as it was 
back in 1880.  

 
                                                 Licensees: 1919 E. G. Terry. 1928 Frederick Latham. 1939 James Copeland. 
 

¶ Crofts Bank Crescent. 
One of the mystery places for Davyhulme, found only when Samuel Thompstone passed way at this address in 1847. 
 

¶ Crofts Bank Road. (Lane) 
This road was another of the central points of Urmston. The old lane, as it was called, wound from Station Road and up to the Nags 
Head and beyond at Davyhulme. It was altered for a more direct route c.1896 hence the reason for Crofts Bank Road being so 
named. From the circle at Davyhulme and on became Barton Road later. A short section of Crofts Bank Road was called Talbot 
Road (1929) for a brief period. Of the 108 homes there are 18 flats and the rest up to 143 in all are commercial as of 2010. 
Unaccounted for is the Eden Square which will affect both Crofts Bank and Flixton Roads.     
                                                                   
Crofts Bank Road. Urmston 1880 
An early census showed only a few of the names as known later here. Stanley Villa, Rose Leigh, Sunnyside, Cliffden, Oakfield, and 
Moorfield were all registered. It is not known if there were name changes during the twenty years to the directories of 1900 but 
certainly Stanley and Cliffden no longer featured.  
 
Three homes, semidetached, were built here in 1883 all in a row, 
shown to be opposite Davyhulme Road their true situation today, is 
on Old Crofts Bank. These homes accounted for The Thorns, 
Beeches, and Hollies, which were supposedly the last buildings at 
the end of Crofts Bank in its original form.  
                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                  Then and now 

Crofts Bank Road. Urmston 1900 
On the west side Burgonôs occupied number 1, four shops followed to the Conservative Club at 
No.11. Eight further shops end at Hilton Avenue. A terrace of nine went to Egerton with four more 
taking it up to Moorfield. Arrandale, Oakfield, Springfield, Brookfield, Holly Bank, Broad Lea, and 
Woodlands arrive at Davyhulme Road. Here all is noted to change into Crofts Bank. Four homes 
led to The Retreat with one more to Crofts Bank House. Small abodes sat each side of Croft Hall 
Farm then, to end this stretch, Rose Bank and Rose Cottage. Sometime between 1903 and 1909 
Number 5 was taken by Cuthbert Butchery.  
 

 
1911 shows Bendineer slotted in between Broad Lea and Woodlands, then a Baptist cricket ground filled the corner to Davyhulme 
Road. Primrose Terrace is noted for its appearance in directories c.1909-1911 and in its centenary year it is has been vacated for 
demolition.  A house named Broadstones was located in 1938 and again in 1959 addressed as No.89 Crofts Bank Road. 
  
Crofts Bank Road. Urmston 1900  
 
The east side of the road began with six stores in a row before the Urmston Council Office at No.14. Four more shops to Primrose 
Avenue. At this corner, Alliston and Alliston House continue with Inglewood at No.30, Lynwood, Ashville, and Broad Oak. Fern Acre 
and Westcliffe lead the way to Tanfield, and Holmesdale followed by the Urmston College better known as Roseleigh and 
Thorndale, next The Firs and York Lodge bring this part to Derby Road. Going up to Lostock from Derby it began with Sunnyside, 
Oaklands, Mayfield, Glenmaye, and Haylands. Finally, The Thorns, The Hollies, and the Beeches with Beech Mews reach the 
official Crofts Bank. Going beyond leads to Bent Terrace after Lostock Road and Croft Cottage there is Wilderspool Farm. Lilac 
Cottage, Wilderspool Cottage, West View, and The White House complete Crofts Bank Road of this era. 
 
Kent Villa became the neighbour of Oaklands in 1903 and by 1909 Williams Deacon had occupied No.2. The Council had moved 
from No.14 and before the College there was now Dunedin and Woollarah. The formation from Derby Road became Sunnyside, 
Hazlehurst, Brookside, Kent Villa, Oaklands, Carlton Villa, Rostherne, and then back to the previously shown names after Mayfield. 
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Crofts Bank Road Shops 1898-1928. East side from Railway Road 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 2 East 
In 1898 the Bank House did not exist, the honour of beginning the row fell to an 
Ironmonger called George Robert Lyon. It was only around 1908 that the Williams 
Deacon Bank Ltd claimed number 2. Manager for that period was Henry Davis who 
handed over to Alfred Johnston around 1910 and through to 1928. The next manager 
found was 1938 as Ralph Wilks took control. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 4 East 
Charles Williamson was a Baker in this shop during 1898 with the Grocer Joseph Blincow in place for 1910. Atkins Supplies could 
be placed here for 1913 as a Grocer. Singer Sewing Machines offered sales and service in 1918-1939. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 6 East 
Dulson Tobacco started to trade here in 1898 and in 1909 David Lindsay added Hairdressing to the smoke shop. Two ladies took 
up Millinery here in a partnership for 1919 they were Misses Ann Tyldesley and Ann Forbes. Thomas Aidley, also a Milliner, 
ended up at the shop for 1928. Arthur Booth took the place for Stationary in 1938. 
 
Crofts bank Road. Shop No. 8 East 
Cabinet Making was being sold in 1898 at this shop Joseph white being the tradesman. Blomley butchery took over for 1901 
when Robert moved on vacating the shop for 1919 Frederick Ellison to offer China and Glassware. Sometime after this came 
Bramwell Ogden and his Hardware c. 1928. Ten years on to 1938 it became the Wireless accessory home to John Brierley. 
. 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 10 East 
The better-known Sowersby ventures began with Confectionery in 1898 Francis being the first in line of a family business. They 
turned to Wine and never looked back through to a time after WW2. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 12 East 
George Stubbings Tailored his way into 1898 with Henry Goodwin 1901 making Boots thereafter. 1910 showed major change as 
the Lancashire & Yorkshire Bank Ltd squeezed him to once side eventually taking two shops at this point 12-14. Banking has taken 
place there ever since. Martins showed for 1939-55. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 14 East 
The Urmston Urban District Council shared accommodation here with The Township Overseer as of 1898. The turnaround came 
for 1910, as this shop became the second to join and form the Bank with number 12. Sharing home here too was the Curate for 
Urmston the Rev. Thomas Bache. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 16 East 
The shop of an 1898 Fruiterer was in the hands of James Viney. Then for 1901 Joseph Taylor added Fish to the fruit successfully 
selling out to 1909 Herbert Ollerenshaw who kept the same produce. 1911 Herbert went in another direction becoming a Grocer 
who handed over to Mrs. Agnes Coumbs, she took it back to a Fishmongers. Strange as it may seem by 1928 George Mountney 
turned this into Fried Fish for the district. William Gronback continued into 1940. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 18 East 
Stationery was the line for 1898 Mrs. Grace Knapton, but Boots became the sales pitch for 1901 Stephan Barlow. For variety 
James Hill opened his Pork Butchery in 1903 with the Parkinson Brothers turning to Home Furnishing by 1919. Into 1928 and 
Edward Kelly still offered the same furnishing lines, he was still there into 1940. Cabinet making with upholstery came for the 1950 
era W. Hailwood offering service. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 20 East 
The Boot maker named Stephan Barlow appeared to move one shop from an 1898 onset. Harry Pulford went into Stationery here 
in 1903 and Edith Starkey Fancy Drapery 1909. Ever changing ideas George Smith went into Ladies Outfitting for 1911 and was 
still at it by 1953 but trading as J. R. Smith. 
 
1901 showed the addition of two shops leading up to Primrose Avenue. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 22 East 
Henry Dicks thought Hairdressing was the way to go in 1901 with Urmston Hardware taking control 
by 1903 before moving to the corner shop of 24. Mary Clark had the last laugh with her Stationers 
shop sitting pretty from 1918 to 1928. (Mary Clark was an early carrier of library books) Ernest 
Whitworth took it further and into 1954. Still into stationery G. E. & I. Crowther carried this forward 
after the mid-1950s.  
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 24 East  
The Cycle dealership of Edith Annie Bebbington and Co. took this the last shop at Primrose for 
1901. George Whatley an Ironmonger had occupation in 1909, and then Charles Davies carried on 
in the same business for 1911. Alex Mackie altered all by 1923 being a Tailor. 1935-1939 showed 
that this was to become the Manchester & Salford Savings Bank. 
 
Primrose Avenue 
 
Apart from its varied new signage and product offering this block, building wise, is still intact for 2015. 
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Crofts Bank Road Shops 1898-1928.  
 
West side from Flixton Road to Hilton Avenue 
 
The Italian Warehouse and Burgons began all for 1898 and through to 1928. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 3 West 
The first shop after Burgons began its life as a Butchery it went by the name of Midgley for 
1898. Followed in 1909, still as a butcher shop, it was called Waltons. This gave way for the 
Stretford Gas Company offices of 1919. By 1928 to 1940 the premises were home to a 
Hairdresser, David Lindsay. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 5 West 
No. 5 became the second Butchery in a row here for 1898 with John Henry Barlow in charge. 1902 the butcher working for Mr. 
Barlow was Hugh Anstey. It took Henry Cuthbert to unseat him in 1904 and he never looked back. The Cuthbert family reigned 
supreme until in 2005 when finally, it closed. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 7 West 
The earliest found to offer service here is a Draper called McKellen. Several years went by until Titley Jewellers took home. 
Thomas Titley was still there in 1928 but after joining forces with Meakinôs, the pair turned to Optical supplies with the jewellery in 
1934. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 9 West 
An 1898 Fishmonger called Evans begins the tale of this shop; it was only for 1903 did the Boot Dealer of Baggley take over. He 
was followed by a Stationer in1908 going by the name of Hobson. Two years after this Boydôs Glass & China were on offer. It was 
not too long before that business moved on and Hill Confectioners filled the gap. Mrs. Annie Hill proprietor baked until at least 
1928. The next phase was as a District Bank. As a sub-branch it became the work of 1938 manager John Chadderton. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Conservative Club frontage 
Here tracing history gets into some trouble. The Conservative Club, at times listed as No.9, held office at this point but controlled a 
possible two shops on its frontage. Addressed here for 1898 was a gentleman called Jones, his occupation is recorded as Painting 
and Decorating. For 1901 this became a Chemist shop run by Levi Todd. 1903 shows the now two premises, a Post Office 
arrived, and George Allen took the Chemist shop.  
 
The Post Office had gone for 1909 converted into a Gentôs Outfitting shop named Furness including Harrop and Son who were 
Tailors. Miss. A. Booth ran a hairdressing shop at 9d in 1923. By 1935 the premises were listed as 9c with E. & H. Bone 
specialising in Ladies Wear. 
 
1939 was quite specific Number 9 was the District Bank Limited, the Urmston Public Hall (Mrs R. Goude. Hon. Sec.) The Urmston 
Conservative Club (G. H. Gillett. Hon. Sec.) The Urmston Conservative Club Limited (Mrs R. Goude Hon. Sec.)  
No. 9c. Misses Elsie and Hilda Bone Outfitters who registered there into 1953. 
No. 9d. Mrs Annie Samuel Confectioner. This became in 1953 ñThe Bon, Bon.ò 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop. No. 11-13 West 
William Restall a Confectioner was in No.13 for the year of 1898, not around for long the shop became Fisherôs in 1901 that was 
also in the same trade. Another Confectioner carried on in 1919, George Morton, and Cecil Atkin continued through into 1928. The 
shops split again for 1930-1938 No.11 became Solomon Gafan as Chemist and No.13 James Whittaker selling Confectionery. 
Stanley took the shop for 1953 changing to sweets and tobacco. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop. No. 15 West 
John Restall plied his trade as a Cabinet Maker, next to what would appear as a family tie of William Restall. This was 1898 but 
unlike his neighbour he managed until 1909 before capitulating to Jacksonôs Tailor shop. In 1919 Isabella Eversden opened up in 
Wool and Needlework and was still sewing up to 1953. T. & E. Johnson brought childrens wear to this shop for 1953. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 17 West 
Holts began in 1898 as a Millinery shop, two years later Frederick Hawker decided he could tune pianos and sell Music from the 
shop. A return to hats was in order for 1919 when Dicks Milliners tried the fashion once more. William Dick was doing fine into 
1928. Ten years later Misses Nellie and Ethel Godfrey presented the hats and were still doing so into the 1950ôs. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 19 West 
1898 shows a Mrs. Isabella Cooper selling Drapery until the name of 1928 Hilda Baldur appeared to take on this business. James 
lambert had other things in mind for 1938; he took the shop into Ironmongery. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 21 West 
Alfred Parry set up a Saddlers business for 1898, it went really well as he was still there by 1928. The first showing of a known 
family came up for 1938 it was that of the Silcocks. This was to be the early venture into Fruit and Veg until the time came to 
commandeer the dairy shop next door later. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 23 West 
The last of the row here and in 1898 a Laundry was in operation. The grand naming of Imperial Laundry took it through until its 
owner, Mrs. Mary Martin, allowed the first Creamery to take its place. Samuel Slack started the trend in 1911 selling later to 
become Allen (The Creamery.) Mrs Ellen Elizabeth Allen took stock for 1939. Known is that this was eventually incorporated as 
Silcocks. 
 



    95 
 

 
 

Arriving at Hilton Avenue. For the first time 1938-39 records now present the usage of homes here on as shops and offices. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 25. West 
This the corner of Hilton was taken by Miss Florence Gale who ran a Ladies Outfitting. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. Shop No. 27 West 
The Leeds Permanent Building Society moved into the next place. This was shared with two other businesses, J. E. Simster & Co 
Estate Agents and Charles Montague Henman as another Estate Agent.   
  
Crofts Bank Road. No. 29-31 West  
Remained as private homes. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No.33 West 
This became an office for the Urmston U D C it was the headquarters for the ARP. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No. 35-37  
Private residences. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No. 39 
The Urmston UDC Housing, Manager Ronald Lister. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No. 41 
The Urmston UDC Cashiers Office shared with the British Red Cross Society (Urmston Branch) 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No. 43-45 
The Urmston UDC Rating & Valuation Department, with the UUDC Accounts Department. 
 
Crofts Bank Road. No 47 
Again, shared accommodation for the UDC Public Health Dept. and the Urmston Registration Office. Here births, deaths, and 
marriages would be registered by Miss Sarah E. Yates. 
  
Egerton Avenue. 
 
The changes show for 2011 that Cuthbert and his butchery were taken by the neighbouring Nat West Bank. The Conservative Club 
is now housed in the Eden Square Centre, but still showing entry from Crofts Bank, the old site was replaced with a newer three 
shop retail block. Hilton still stands as an entry to the centre at the library.  
 
The latest Police Station stands where Egerton, now Sumner Way, used to be. This small portion of Crofts Bank has not radically 
changed over the one hundred years 1911-2011 and being almost recognisable to many who remember the center of Urmston 
since the Second World War.  
 
Alliston and Alliston House. Crofts Bank Road                                                                    

                                                   A home of c.1889 now utilised for a medical centre it is at the corner of 
Primrose Avenue. Back in 1898 it was a dental surgery, at practice, was 
Roger Walker L.D.S. The house with the same name sat alongside with 
Robert S. Anderson as resident. Noted in 2010 the centre was coupled 
with a solicitorôs office and numbered as 26-28 and showed some 
alteration or additions to the structure.  
 
Alliston came up for sale in 1909 and included the description of; 4 
entertaining rooms, 5 bed rooms, kitchen, scullery, larder, dressing room, 
bathroom, 3 attics, inside and out w/côs, and large cellars. A heated green 

house was included in spacious gardens. Hot and cold water was a feature as was the declaration that the home was free from 
draughts. Access could be made via front and side entrances; it was at this juncture one entry was 
placed on the corner.  
 
 
A staircase was purchased at the time the home was being built with its suggested origin that of 
Davyhulme Hall.  
 
 
The familiar name of Wolstenholme is associated with this structure, Doctor William Hartley Wolstenholme shared home and offices 
for the medical practice here with his wife Mrs. S. A. Wolstenholme, Dr. Mervyn Poston and, Dr. George Newton Scotts who was in 
the Alliston House as a dentist. Later names to join were Dr. Scott Clark with Dr. Graham. William carried the practice after his 
father passed in 1934, he, Dr. T. B. Wolstenholme, had been there since 1903. 
 
The complex was vacated as of 2015 with an unknown future for its usage. A restaurant called ñThe surgeryò was opened for 2017 
and closed in 2018.  
 
 
Annfield. Crofts Bank Road 
This house became a feature for 1938-39 as being located at the corner of Moorside Road. Thomas William Shawcross was in 
residence for that time otherwise it is an unknown quantity. 
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Arrandale. 57 Crofts Bank Road. 
Arrandale was a home of an estimated 1881-5 which belonged to James Plowman for 1894-1901. A 
series of medical practitioners lived here, Thomas Fiddes, Richard Barnes, and later Mr. George 
Ernest Fryer M.R.C.S. O.B.E. (1868-1930) He was noted at 25 Crofts Bank Road prior to moving into 
Moorfield. By 1920 this home was back into the Plowman family, namely William. In 1930 the house, 
Arrandale, was bequeathed to the Urmston Council on condition it be used for offices or general 
purposes of the town. This continued into the 1960 era.  
 
The house was then utilised for the Surveyors Dept. alongside Moorfield which were the actual 

Council offices. 1939 had Ernest Leeming in charge. This building was razed in 1969 to form part of the Golden Hill Park and its 
memorial cross. There was once a commemorative tablet set into the lawn dedicated to this fact, it was removed and placed on the 
associate home of Moorfield. Arrandale the name for today has been accepted as a retirement facility across the road.  
 
 
Arrandale Court. Crofts Bank Road 
Little is known other than the flats are numbered 1-29. The Court sits opposite to the site of the 
original Arrandale and is retirement housing run by a company called Anchor.  
 
 
Ashville. Crofts Bank Road 
A home belonging to the Beardsall family for 1910, it had an earlier birth being found in documents of 1898 with William T. Wood 
there suggesting it belonged to the 1880-90 era. At home for the 1938-40 age was Mrs. Margaret Ann Atkin. The house was to be 
found two away from Alliston and the corner of Primrose Avenue it is neighbour to Lynwood. The home had four bed rooms, two 
living rooms, large kitchen, scullery, cellars, and a garage in 1922. This complex has been much altered over its lifespan. 
 
 
 
Atkins Supplies. Crofts Bank Road  
A grocery store that sat close to the Williams Deacons Bank was shown to be in existence c.1913. 
Roast ham and Irish rolls catching the eye in its advertisements. Atkins was one of many ever-
changing shops here. 
 
 
Bank House. Crofts Bank Road & Railway Road 
This was home to Alfred Johnson when first found in directories, he also held title to number 2 Railway Road which had Mrs. Louisa 

Johnson showing as being there. Alfred was the manager of the Williams Deacon Bank Ltd. The 
house is still serving purpose with the Royal Bank of Scotland as its resident although perhaps 
more famous for its other long-standing client. Once part residential, part commercial, it was 
converted into a full bank around 1908 and has been so ever since. Internally, apart from the 
banking hall, the upper floors are preserved yet turned into office space. Fireplaces remain intact 
among other original features such as doors and mouldings. New information has it that this was a 
purpose-built bank. Included were residential amenities for the manager of the time. The Royal 
has closed as of 2018. 

 
 
Blincow J. Crofts Bank Road 
This shop was sandwiched between the Bank and Atkins Supplies. Joseph Blincow sold grocery 
and when he closed up the Singer Sewing Machine Company took his place. The shop was 
absorbed into the bank eventually. 
 
 
Blomley R. 8 Crofts Bank Road 
Robert Blomley (1859-1927) was branch manager for a company called Eastmans Ltd. that was located 
on Station Road in 1898. He took the initiative and went on his own plying the trade along Crofts Bank in 
1900, his speciality was lamb. Robert was there until 1919 when the shop became a Glass and China 
distributer. He then moved to another shop on Flixton Road where the butchery was operating and noted 
to 1927.  
 
 
 
Broadstones. 89 Crofts Bank Road 
This late comer name found as 1938-39 is shown as being close to Moorside Road. At home for this period was Harold Dobbs. It 
was traced again for 1958 as around in the neighbourhood. 
 
Broad Oak. Crofts Bank Road 

Retaining its stature from c.1889 this home still stands, it is numbered as 36. Robert Smelt is first to 
be found for here in 1898. From 1901 through to 1911 this was the home of Gilbert Fowler, whose 
name was used for a calling of an MSC Sludge Boat. The home was utilised as a base for an art 
school which offered sketching classes by Robert Stuart Mayer in 1922-40. Into 1952 the family 
called Mayer still lived here.  
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Fowler. J. Gilbert 
Residing at Broad Oak on Crofts Bank Road, Gilbert was an expert in sludge technology. His 
work at the Davyhulme plant was ongoing for many years and he reached acclaim when a 
sludge boat was named after him to work in the fleet of boats transferring sludge to Liverpool 
Bay. The MV. Gilbert J. Fowler went into service in January 1972 with an unfortunate side in 
that it became known asò Foul Gilbertò due to the aroma emitting from the works. 
 
Brookfield. 71 Crofts Bank Road 

Origins show it brand new in 1883 and today it is a registered nursing 
home for the elderly. It was the private home of Benjamin A. Moore for 
1894-1908 having seven bedrooms and three sitting rooms as its main 
features. One added attraction was its front door arrangement, its brick 
columns, outstanding over an arched lintel something only the 
Victorian era could produce. As a detached structure it is next door to 
Springfield. A name for here in 1938 was Allan Taylor. The UUDC 
decided to take the building when it came up for sale in 1945. 
Brookfield for the present is utilised as a retirement home. 

 
Brook House Farm. Crofts Bank   
1898 and John Rogers was farming here but no address was given. The place called Brook House has been located under the 
hands of John and passed into the Mosedale family thereafter. This has proven to be a farm prior to the brickworks taking its place. 
 
Brookside. Crofts Bank Road 
The semidetached house matched up with Kent Villa, but the pair was replaced with new housing many years ago. This pre-1890 
dwelling was home to Mrs. S. A. Smith then John Walsh was the 1911 owner. Still available for 1939 Sidney Russell looked after it. 
 
Burgons Ltd. 1 Crofts Bank Road                                                          

Already a going concern in the 1890's, this grocery business anchored the corner of Flixton and 
Crofts Bank Roads, as it became a central feature for many years. The main shop frontage faced 
Flixton Road, as the buildings entry was Crofts Bank it remained so located. The name lives on as a 
solicitor has offices on the 1st floor of the building called Burgons Chambers. (2011)  
 
This building, as often found, was a residence in its origin. It was nameless and the only home 
placed west from Flixton Road. As a semidetached the nearest neighbour was Moorfield House in 
c.1880. 

 
Carlton Villa. Crofts Bank Road 
The villa was a semidetached along with Rostherne it only appeared around 1905 and it is shown 
to have been the dwelling of Frank Taylor in 1909. Some years hence it belonged in the hands of 
Arthur Webb 1939. One of the last homes to still exist on the original road as it changed direction 
here into the old road.  
 
Chestnut Cottage. Crofts Bank 
The only information about this cottage arrives from church records of 1895. It was where Alfred and Elizabeth Thompson lived. They 
were not too sure about their child born in that year as they called him Angus correcting it to a daughter called Freda. 
 
Clifton Villa. Crofts Bank Road 
This villa of 1876 had six bedrooms and the usual attachments for the era. An address has not yet been forthcoming for location or 
further description. Add the possibility that in 1912 it was home to Thomas Lightfoot. 
 
College. (Later changing to Urmston College) Crofts Bank Road 

Established c.1898 and just called ñThe Collegeò this education centre was a high school for girls 
and a preparatory school for boys, on Crofts Bank Road. It was being run by Miss. Margaret Ann 
Hill.  A combined pair of houses made up this unique school, Roseleigh and Thorndale. Slaters 
listed the Urmston College in 1901 as Holmsdale and Roseleigh but changed it to Roseleigh and 
Thorndale in 1903. Holmsdale became the local council offices at that time. This confusion of 
names suggests that the College possibly moved home during this period. A sale of The College in 
1928 was withdrawn. Both buildings dated as of 1889 for their beginnings with a date of c.1950 for 
its end as a school. 

 
At the rear of St. Clementôs Church there is a wall plaque dedicated to May Hollard 1901-1909. She was the Junior Principle at the 
college passing in 1909 at the age of 39. To be recognised in this way must have meant something special.  
 
Conservative Club. Eden Square Crofts Bank Road 
As far back as 1886 the club was operating out of Gregory House on Stretford Road. A move to Holly 
Cottage, also on Stretford Road, came next in or around 1887. Finally, 9 Crofts Bank Road became their 

home in 1888. As part of the new Eden Square they continue once more.  
During the year 1966 the club negotiated a óPeppercornô 99-year lease finally 
moving into their new home in 1968.  
 
There is a lot of misconception regarding this as the general public think they get it 
for nothing. The club actually ceded a large holding of valuable land, in exchange 
for the nominal renting of the premises, to the council. 9 Crofts Bank was pulled 
down and three newly built shops took its place.  
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Creamery. Allens Crofts Bank Road and Hilton Avenue 
Urmstonôs local creamery of 1908 was an outlet for anything and everything to do with dairy 
products. They sold eggs, milk, and cream, with their own manufactured cheese and butter. 
Offered was a twice a day delivery to all homes. This corner store once known as Slacks and then 
Allens was to become Silcocks Grocery later in its life with the shop just surviving at the edge of 
Eden Square. Today 2017, finished kitchens appear as the products on display. 
 
 
Croft Cottages. Crofts Bank Road 
The cottages were nestled in after the present Bent Terrace. A farmer called Thomas Rudyard took one while Joseph Webb had 
the other for 1894. These were the last buildings before Wilderspool Farm on the east side of the road and falling under the 
address of Barton Road for today. 
 
Crofts Bank Bridge. Crofts Bank Road-Barton Road 
The bridge, close to the Nags Head, crosses a culvert that runs for several miles through 
Davyhulme and its old farm fields, now park lands, running parallel to Broadway and Kingsway. 
The culvert pipes were laid in 1955 and it officially became the Crofts Bank Brook. Maunders 
Construction was awarded the contract to widen and strengthen the bridge in 1959 then, for 
1962, the culvert was extended to take in more of the Brook there.  
 
Crofts Bank House. Crofts Bank Road 
Today, it would be approximately between the end of Davyhulme Road (North side) and the Nags Head. In 1956 the two acres of 

land plus the house were bought by the RC Diocese with the Church and Presbytery of Our Lady to 
be built there. For this house the earliest recorded date found is 1851. An early owner for this house 
was Edward Kenworthy 1889 followed by a florist named Charles Cosmo Hooley who lived there in 
1894-1901. The house, before its demise around 1961, had three entertaining rooms, a billiard 
room, eight bedrooms and kitchen, cellars below, two attics above, and outside a stable and coach 
house. A shippon, garden with a green house, were included in the acreage. A denied proposal was 
to build a Super Cinema here by the Empress Company Ltd. In 1943 

 
Cuthbert. Henry 1874-1939 Crofts Bank Road  

Henry was born in 1874 Wilsdon near Bradford. This renowned butcher plied his trade locally 
beginning in 1904 when he took possession of No.5 from J. Ashworth on a lease. All cattle were 
slaughtered at the rear of his premises in Urmston. At one time Henrys involvement locally, included 
Presidency of the Allotment Society and teaching in 1928 at the Butchers Night School. Henry had 
help from his family with Anthony and later Denis taking charge over its years. The family celebrated 
100 years in 2003 noting that they were the oldest surviving business in Urmston still trading from 
their original premises.  After 102 years the shop at number 5 was absorbed by a bank in 2005. 
 

 
Davyhulme Park. (Public) Crofts Bank Road 
Reports show there was a place called Davyhulme Park as far back as 1880 but is was probably 
the reference found as Davyhulme Hall and its grounds. The current park had beginnings of 1934 
with many amenities from gardens to sports facilities. (Tennis and Bowls) The park was started by 
the outgoing Council at the time of the transition in 1933 but the incoming Council continued 
through to its completion. The opening was carried out by Councillor J. W. Manning as chair for the 
Parks committee.  
 

The shell formed band stand with its garden was added in 1935 this was removed as unsafe several 
years ago. (1987) At one time the ponds were stocked with goldfish and there was a pool for children to 
sail model boats on or paddle. A playground and sand pit completed this extravaganza of yesteryear. 
The gardens housed a special arch which carried the name of a Rose Bowl, a tunnel of roses. Another 
pair of features were a map of England formed with inlaid stones and a fountain. The first bowling club 
house was built in 1928 and constructed by John Maunders with a new pavilion 
established in 1973. In 1939 a turf nursery was established here to supply grass for 
the local bowling greens. 
 

In July of 1997 one of the last original amenities was closed, the paddling pool was drained and made into a 
play area. The latest addition is a skate park which has been controversial in its positioning. The Friends Group 
was formed for the interests of the present park in 2009. A football team play under the name of Davyhulme 
Park. 
 
Davyhulme Park Entry. 
The way into the park was once a stone structured arch. With the surrounding foliage were two stones that were 

inverted as bowls. These stones came from the pedestals that were once the base 
stands for the lamp posts outside the Nags Head Hotel and the opposite side of the 
circle at Bethellôs. This entrance was removed completely, and along with the 
historic plinths, gone for ever. A local story has it that they were taken by a farmer. 
He placed them at his Town Gate farm on Irlam Road this has not been confirmed. 
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Dunedin. Crofts Bank Road 
The home standing on Crofts Bank today has a younger look than one would expect for Victorian 
times. However, a close inspection of its chimney stacks showed distinct brick work for the period. If 
the house had been rebuilt it is an unknown. Robert Murray would have known, as it was his for 
1909 sitting between Westcliffe and Holmesdale. The address was shared for 1911, as Woollarah 
became his neighbour. George Sanderson made his home here in 1938. This impressive home was 
removed as Trafford passed planning permission for an assisted living home to take its place. This 
tied in with the previous three homes already demolished. Dunedin arrives from a New Zealand city. 
 

 
Egerton Nursing Home. Crofts Bank Road 
1935 brought this home to the fore at the corner of Winchester Road. The matron was Miss. M. C. Daniel. A general thought was 
that his was the home of Oaklands and is confirmed. 
  
Fern Acre. 38 Crofts Bank Road 
Still showing the gate posted name this house stands on the impressive row of 1880ôs Crofts 

Bank. An early owner was John Hunter in 1898 and 1901 Henry James 
Davis then by 1938-40 Reginald Whittle. 
 
Internally there are a few features to be seen a magnificent stained-glass 
window adorns the wooden stairway, moulded motifs in an entry, and a 
mosaic sits as the front door step. 
                                                                                          
                                                                          
 
 
 
                                                
 

 
                                                                                                          
Glenmaye. Crofts Bank Road 
This was one of the homes held by the Faulkner family of 1898; in this case it was Alfred. He was no longer there as 1938 brought 
forward William Longworth into the home. This house was semidetached coupled with Mayfield for this period and around before 
the road was split into the ñoldò road.  
 
Golden Hill Park. (Public) 
The land reaches from the War Memorial on Crofts Bank Road to and along Moorside Road. Now a 
small park with few amenities, it once housed a band stand designed by Messrs Hill & Smith Ltd, 
pavilion, putting green, and tennis courts which were closed and converted in a carpark in 1961. 
Only the bowling green, although relocated, still stands. An environmental assessment of 2005 
stated the park was established in 1927 while evaluating the site for the shopping Precinct to be 
called Eden Square. In 1900 an objection was raised by several hundred residents to prevent 
council from purchasing these 10 acres of land under the fear of it being too far out of town to be of 
use for recreational purposes. A map of 1846 shows the park is so named as it is situated on an old 
field called Golden Hill.   
 
                                        Golden Hill Park                                  

                    
                                                            1982                                                     2012 

 
 
 
 
 
For the year 2000 the Trafford Council planted a rose garden to commemorate World Peace at the 
site of the war memorial situated at the edge of Golden Hill Park. A small note, football pitches here 
were replaced by parkland and gardens in 1951. 
 

 
Haylands. 93 Crofts Bank Road. 

Known by this name of old, the house is dated from 1870, this is now another of the retirement 
locations in the Urmston area, and it is a maleôs only establishment. Elizabeth Ann Gelling was 
owner for 1898. The time of 1901 showed a James Smith as being the owner occupier eventually 
giving way to Mrs Margaret Smith 1927, she belonged here into 1940. The home has a connection 
the charity called the Inner Wheel Urmston. It was opened by Councillor W. Wroe in 1960 as the 
retirement home. 
 
 

 
Hazlehurst. Crofts Bank Road 
The home of William Spafford Jones in 1908, William was still there twenty years later into 1928 with, 1938 occupant, Theodore 
Lean taking over. When built is was semidetached and went with Sunnyside. This was a five bedroomed house, with two 
entertaining rooms, kitchen, scullery, bathroom, cellars and large garden. 
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Hill Confectionary. Crofts Bank Road 
A confectioner of some renown, Annie Hill occupied the shop next to the Conservative Club for several 
years during the 1920ôs. Before Annie set up shop this was a Glassware and China distributer called Boyd.  
 
 
 
 
Holly Bank. Crofts Bank Road 
John Hulme is registered in the 1881 census then a Mr. H. W. Barlow was known to be living there in 1889. Semidetached, by 
1894-1901 it was Mrs. Elizabeth Barlow and a Miss. Gratrix. Available in 1868 there was a drawing room, dining room, five bed 
rooms, dressing room, bath room and water closet, kitchen and scullery, good cellars throughout. A coach house, stable, fruit and 
flower garden were to be found externally. 
 
Holmesdale. 46 Crofts Bank Road  
This Victorian house, best date found 1889, was once utilised by the Urmston Council for its offices. 
Its description for 1920 was that there were nine bedrooms, three living rooms, cellars, extensive 
gardens with room for a tennis court, and it could be adapted for a school. It turned to flats by 1938 
with an all-female occupancy of Miss Poel, Mrs. Mather, Miss. Sarah Roberts, who was caretaker, 
Mrs. Ashby, and Mrs. De Boghossian. 2007 and developers were planning to move in with a view to 
creating apartments of four stories, planning has been approved and it was demolished in 2009, the 
land stood vacant until developed into a new assisted living home for 2015. 
 
Inglewood. Crofts Bank Road 
Originally Inglewood was a private house with, for 1898, Elias Frost as homemaker. It is home now in association with 
Development House. It is adjoined to Lynwood as one building. Before it went commercial names for 1938-1940 were Mrs. Edith 
Taylor and Miss. Edna Smith. 
 
Kent Villa. Crofts Bank Road 
The villa appeared first in a sales advert of 1881 when it belonged to G. H. Groves, again in 1898 when it changed to Arthur 
Scholfield. Only in 1926 it showed a gentleman called John Collier living there. (Not the famous Tim Bobbin) He was a partner in a 
Leather business operating in Salford. Brookside was the other half of this semidetached home which was demolished for 
redevelopment. The UUDC informed tenants in 1947 that it was to be demolished according to future plans and redevelopment. 
 
Kinmundy. 69 Crofts Bank Road 
Not a lot is known about this house although it is thought to be old and its neighbours are of 1880. 
The home showed another version of its spelling when it came out as Kilmundy for some street 
documents. All that is known adds up to its position between Brookfield and Oakfield with for 1928 
the occupant being William Handley. It is shown as Sophia Handley by 1938. For the 1960ôs this 
was a dental practice under the name of Morsman. The calling has Scottish origin for calling 
 
Kremlyn. Crofts Bank Road  
This unknown until 1938 positioned itself next to Kinmundy, a builder called Fred Taylor was at home here. 
 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Bank Ltd. Crofts Bank Road 
A branch office for this bank opened in 1909 at number 12-14. By 1925 it had opened a branch on Flixton Road in opposition to 
Williams Deacon and their Flixton office. 
 
 
Lindsay. D. Crofts Bank Road 
1913 and this shop next door to Sowersby Wines was a tobacconist which proudly boasted fine pipes and 
Marcella cigars.      
   
 
 
Longshaw Cottages. Crofts Bank 
This was a series of cottages found where the Katharine Lowe Home is of the present. 1898 showed a compliment of four. 
Neighbours here were Bethellôs farm, the post office, and town hall at the Nags Head. Called by this name as the Reginald 
Longshaw family lived here. They were approved for demolition in 1934. 
 
Lynwood. Crofts Bank Road 

Thomas Ashworth began living in Urmston here in 1898 sitting next to Ashville. A homeowner for 
1938-39 was Miss. Ethel Ashworth. The homes for the present are reconstructed and now adjoined. 
Re-named as Development House, Maunders Construction took possession of the old Victorian 
buildings. This gave way to Westbury House and a company that was in Real Estate, they moved to 
be followed by Persimmon Builders.  
 
 
 

 
Mallowhide. 29 Crofts Bank, Davyhulme 
This modern detached house for 1947 included; hall, lounge, dining, kitchenette, bathroom. An inside coal house and brick garage 
were features along with a large garden. It also included a workshop. Mallowhide is Irish for its origin. 
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Manchester Corporation Sewerage Works. (Davyhulme Works) Crofts Bank Road 
The Corporation had offices on Crofts Bank Road in the 1900ôs while the plant developed, and it remained there into 1928. 
 
Maunders Construction PLC. 
This well-known local builder had a large part of Urmston as its history. Their last office was at 30 Crofts Bank Road, which was 
then called Development House. Maunders diversified in that they built estates, individual homes, and went into demolition. The 
razing of the Medieval Shaw Hall was one of the contracts taken on with the following erection of the estate later. Woodsend Estate 
was another large project for this company. 
 
Mayfield. 74-76 Crofts Bank Road 
This was another of the 1800ôs houses built along the Bank. Here, in 1898, was Thomas Alfred 
Lomas. The property was shared with Glenmaye as the named half. A later resident 1939 was 
Frank Beatie. 
 
Moorfield House. 57 Crofts Bank Road  
An early owner of this large house was a physician called Thomas Fiddes MD. MB. MC, he was there in 1894-1907. (Thomas Fiddes 

1855-1910) The Urmston Council offices were maintained here in this 1880's house. Moorfield burnt 
down in the 1990ôs and many town records were lost during this óunfortunateô incident. This was 
replaced by a new building at Sumner where the new police station now stands. The council retained 
the name of Moorfield throughout this change. The calling was carried into the defunct Precinct as 
Moorfield Walk. 
 
Moorfield was also home to the Lancashire Education Committee, known as the Area 33 Office. For 
the year of 1928 the clerk was Whittaker Roslyn and 1938 it became Thomas Whitelegg. Since the 
introduction of Eden Square all traces of the name have been lost. The house was built on lands of the 
same name. 

 
Oakfield. 65 Crofts Bank Road 
Oakfield was found as of 1880 to be on Crofts and it is one of the few left from that era today. The 
homemaker for 1898 was Mrs. Eliza Armstrong then directories of 1894-1903 showed John 
Ainsworth as principle owner. The house is the closest presently to the Golden Hill Park war 
memorial on Crofts Bank Road. Robert Masters Summerset was here for 1939 his accademic 
success evident as he offered M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P after his name. 
 
Oaklands. Crofts Bank Road 
1879 shows this as one of the first in a line of many Victorian type homes to come along Crofts Bank Road and it sits at the corner 

of Winchester Road. Here was William Carvell in 1898 and Edwin Loach had his family here in 
1901.  
 
The home and associated land were purchased by council in 1933 to facilitate the introduction of 
Winchester Road. Once completed the home then went out for lease its first occupant was a Miss 
C. Daniel in 1934. Licence was granted in 1935 for conversion into a nursing home in the hands 
of Miss. May McDonald. Notice was forwarded to the UUDC in 1971 that it was to close as the 
Egerton Nursing Home and return to a residence. 

 
Ogden Hardware. 8 Crofts Bank Road 
The hardware shop sat next to Sowersby the wine merchant around 1925. Bramwell Ogden offered 
accumulator charging as a service not only for domestic use but also for the up and coming automobile 
influx to the area. Bram later switched to sweets and tobacco. This store was used many times by 
different people from butcher to hardware outlet. The last report was that it is now an optician. 2009 
 
 
Police Station. Crofts Bank Road. See under Police, fire, and ambulance. 
 
 
Roseleigh. 50-52 Crofts Bank Road (Rose Lea) 
The original house of the 1880ôs has been removed it had eight bedrooms, drawing, dining, breakfast rooms. There was a kitchen, 
scullery and good cellars. All situated in large gardens. By 1927 it was already being converted to offer flats. Three residents for 
1938 were Mrs. A. Honeysett, D. Buckley, and Miss. M. Carroll. For 1968 a new building took its place as Roseleigh Court and it is 
now a block of apartments for retirees. (The second house here was called Thorndale) Only the original gate posts still stand 
etched with the name. First resident found was 1898 Edwin Leach. 
 
Rostherne Villa. 70-72 Crofts Bank Road 

The old home still shows its name on the gateposts and as a semi it was coupled with Carlton Villa 
arriving on the road around 1902. Home owners from the past would be Mrs. Helen Burns for 1909 
and John Moore for 1939. Rostherne advised; hall with leaded light windows, two capital 
entertaining rooms, kitchen, scullery, three principle bed rooms, bathroom with separate w/c, two 
secondary bed rooms, box room and cellared throughout. Double bay windows facing a garden out 
front and a croquet lawn to the rear complete the amenities available. 
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Silcocks. Crofts Bank Road 
This corner shop arrived on the Urmston scene in 1929 and for its many years of service the owners 
ran it as a Greengrocery. Although Stephen Silcock was from Salford, he and his ten children opened 
shops in many areas. The building itself was once the anchor of the Dairy industry and its outlet to the 
public being the only Creamery around. In 1999 Charlie Silcock decided that the competition with 
super markets was chipping away at the business indicating a new approach was needed. The shop 
was to become a Florist only venture followed by various other company offerings. Silcocks have a 
connection to the Carnival and fun fair business. 
 
Shervington. Crofts Bank Road 
It is possible this house could be found on the old road the name arrived late for the area 1939. This was noted as neighbour to 
Broadstones, another late unknown. Robert Crawshaw lived here. 
 
Sowersby. Crofts Bank Road 
By 1896 this place of interest was established at 10 Crofts Bank Road and granted a licence to sell wine. 
Arriving from Yorkshire the senior Mr. Sowersby purchased the premises with thoughts of a grocery store. 
In 1899 a son Lawrence was born who later, along with his brother Albert, kept the wine store and 
restaurant in the family when his father died in 1946.  
 
First as confectioners then as wine merchants of note they sold wine on draught and had a restaurant well 
frequented for the time. The upper level also offered rooms for the holding of Whist Drives. This was a total 
family involvement with Miss. Minnie Sowersby running the restaurant for most of its operating time. As 
another branch to the business imported canned goods joined the many activities of the group into the 
1970ôs. A set of 69 photographs is available at the GM Records Office. 
 
Springfield. Crofts Bank Road 
Created in 1883 and it is detached home and neighbour to Brookfield, this as a seven bedroomed house is today a nursing home 
for retired citizens. William McKinnel had ownership for 1894-1901.  
 
Stanley Villa. 19-23 Crofts Bank Road 
Renamed today as Stanley House a commercial business operates from this site. First noted for a date of 1898 and divided into 
three, Lynwood, Ashville, and Broad Oak. 
 
Stretford Gas Company. Crofts Bank Road 
The local gas company of 1910 had an office on Crofts Bank with Cuthbert Butchery for its 
neighbour. This all changed by 1928 as it had already become the Urmston and District Gas 
Board with offices at 57 Flixton Road. This was better known as the Britannia or Whitegates 
Tavern for the 1950-60 eras. The original shop was neighbour to Cuthbert the butcher.        
     
Sunnyside. Crofts Bank Road 
Already established as a semi in the late 1870's a date of 1875 had it for sale. The year of 1901 had Thomas Royle living at the 
corner of Derby Road. 1940 showed F. Hutchinson living there. Internally it had five bedrooms, two living rooms, kitchen and large 
gardens, included was a garage. A later date of 1887 had the bedrooms increased to six. The house and land have been redeveloped 
along with is partner Hazlehurst. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Talbot House. Crofts Bank Road 
This was a detached home built in 1923 with four bedrooms along with five rooms of normally 
designated usage. A wash house, garage for three cars, and gardens filled in the exterior. Perhaps 
one could forgive anyone not knowing this home as this was on Talbot Road before it was called 
Crofts Bank. More confirmation came in 1938-39 that it did exist with Brick maker Thomas 
Mosedale living there with the fact it was housed as neighbour to Haylands. 
 
The Red House. Crofts Bank 
The information first traced for this abode did not indicate where the house was to be found, it could have been, the district, the 
road, or the old Bank. 1919 and the home turned up to be the next-door home to Haylands, Talbot House, along the Crofts Bank 
Road. 
 
Tanfield Lodge. 48 Crofts Bank Road                                                                                
Detached, Victorian, residential property of 1889 was to be replaced by a four storied block of 
apartments. 2007. Planning has been approved with the Lodge demolished in 2009 it has become an 
assisted living home as of 2015. Originally it had a dining room, drawing room, and kitchen with 
scullery. The upper floor had six bedrooms, a dressing room, and a fully equiped bathroom. The 
exterior boasted a large greenhouse. In 1898 James Butterworth had ownership and later 1938 it was 
Mrs. Emma Jones. A fire assisted in a convenient demise. 
 
The Firs. Crofts Bank Road 
This house is now classified as the York Lodge a retirement home for the elderly and built around 1880. As the Firs in 1901 it 
belonged to William Brown. John Lund lived here during 1938-1940. 
 
The Hollies. Crofts Bank Road 
A semidetached, earliest date found 1882, was linked to The Thorns, small compared to many mansions of Crofts Bank. The four 
bedrooms show this although there were the usual living, dining, and kitchen areas. For 1883 this was where you could find Arthur 
Smart. 1896-8 the Cave and Connolly families stayed here. 
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Thorndale. Crofts Bank Road 
Built c.1889, 1893 had this house up for rent at £50 per year. The only information given was that there were eight bedrooms and 
three entertaining rooms. This house became a half of the Urmston College c.1900 after being the home of Samuel Isherwood in 
1898. The accompanying home was Roseleigh. A finding for 1927 showed a portion was made over to let as flats. Occupants for 
1939 were Miss Alice Pope and Miss. Bertha Collett. 
 
The Thorns. Crofts Bank Road 
A date of 1882 showed this semidetached to be in existence for the road. Along with its partner The Hollies each had, four 
bedrooms, bathroom, and a kitchen. Add dining and drawing rooms, good cellars, both situated in gardens. The families who 
stayed there were called Heath and Houliston of 1898. 
 
Titley. Thomas Crofts Bank Road 
Thomas was in the shop next door to Cuthbert and was the seller of fine jewellery in 1900-1910. 
 
Urmston Council. (UUDC) Crofts Bank Road 
For 1895 the council took up offices at No.14 Crofts Bank Road. 
By 1911 they were in Holmesdale and later moved in to 
Moorfield. (See Moorfield) The offices had always been on Crofts 
Bank Road no matter the location. Due to the ever-expanding 
town more office space was required. As a result, the terraced 
housing along from Hilton to Egerton was purchased each time a 
vacancy came, to then be converted into departmental offices.  
 
 
In 1957 the Council approved preliminary drawings of its newest building. It would take away a portion of Golden Hill Park and it 
was explained by surveyor Mr. A. Potter that all earlier schemes were shelved because of the war. This was deferred in 1959 and 
the last offices came in 1971 with the completion of the buildings at the Precinct. These offices have now been removed to 
accommodate Eden Square.  
 
                                             
The proposed offices that were never built due to pending talks of amalgamation.  
 
 
 
 
Urmston Council Offices. (The last) 
Once the decision was made and the last council offices were to be removed the contract was awarded to a Bolton company called 
Walter Forshaw. January 2007, they moved in on the site, April 2007 the deed was done, and all was cleared. 
 
 
   
                                         Before                                                                                                                        After 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Urmstons Council is presently divided into five Wards. Each of these Wards has three representatives accounting for 15 out of the 
Trafford total 63. (As at 2010) 
 
Acland Cup. 
This cup was awarded to the Urmston Council in 1956 as a National prize. This particular cup was given out to the council for its 
work in making the most progress in providing amenities to the public. This cup has not been found to have any history or a record 
of it being handed out again since. A recent finding indicated this cup is associated with regard to allotments. 
 
Council Housing. 
The sale of housing under the council's scheme came in to effect in 1953. For the equivalent of 22 years rent one could buy a pre-
war home with only £10 deposit. This was waved in 1954 as being a limitation on residents again changing to tenants of 1961 at 
building cost. In another meeting unrelated, the Council decided that too many people were living in the housing provided under the 
guise of needing four bed roomed accommodation. For 1955 this had become apparent and many house holders were informed 
that they would have to move out. As an incentive the Council would pay £7 towards any moving costs. In 1934 the Council 
requested tenders to construct 200 brick or concrete tool sheds all for erection on the Council House Estates. 
 
Councillors of note. 
The last Chairman Councillor for Flixton was William Clough while the last for Urmston was Marie C. Sharp. The first for the newly 
formed UUDC was David Jones. Many familiar names featured over the years Wroe, Carnall, Royal-Higginson, and Lowe, all of 
whom had local recognition with places of local interest named after them. Lesser known perhaps is the Stanley N. Penlington 
Fountain at Flixton House. The Urmston Baths were officially opened by the last of the famous Stott family to serve on the council, 
Lt. Col. Samuel Stott. The final chair for the UUDC was Councillor R. Haigh. 
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                            Clough                                            Sharp                                           Jones                                                Penlington 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              

 
Urmston Public Halls. Crofts Bank Road 
Over the years reference had been made to meetings in the ñPublic Hallò however no address was given to locate where the hall 
was to be found. This was until 1919 when it finally became entered in the Slaterôs Directory as being the hall used by the 
Conservative Club on Crofts Bank Road. The club relinquished the hall in 1941 with the UUDC taking control. As well as being 
the clubôs home the space was where general public gatherings were held. The Urmston Council had three alternate halls available 
for hire around 1965, the Princess Rooms, Flixton House, and Collingwood. Each dependent on the calculated number of guests to 
gauge the size needed. 
 
War Memorial. Crofts Bank Road 

Standing in the Arrandale House portion of Golden Hill Park this memorial was unveiled May 1927. 
Called 'The Cross of Memory,' the ceremony was carried out by Colonel William Coates C.B. Made 
from Cornish Granite it stands 18ft high and faces Crofts Bank Road. The Rev. Harwood Cook of 
Urmston dedicated the Cross and the 'Last Post' was played as a tribute to the fallen of WW1. The 
Cross was paid for by the citizens of Urmston. Trafford Council had it cleaned in 2003.  
 
An approach to ex-servicemen in 1945 was made by Council asking what they would like to see as a 
memorial to the fallen of WW2. The response was a surprise; the majority wanted to see a community 
centre, or the like, rather than another site akin to Golden Hill. What they got was this same memorial 
dedicated to both World Wars.  

 
Westcliffe. 40 Crofts Bank Road 
The early 1890 house was semidetached with a hall and cloak room, four good sized rooms and 
four bedrooms. There were cellars and a garage with a summer house outdoors. The two families 
for 1898 living here were, Holroyd and Travis. 1912 had William Nuttall and into the 1938-1940 era 
here was George Herbert Carnall who was to become the Mayor of Urmston. 
 
West View. Crofts Bank Road. 
The View was correctly named as it sat east along the road as a semi. Living in the view for 1898 was Frank Birtill. The two families 
dwelling here in 1901 were Mrs Sarah Faulkner and Henry Rushworth. 
 
Williams Deacon Bank. Crofts Bank Road 
The bank established itself in Flixton c.1897. This main branch was opened on Flixton Road near to the 
Flixton Station. Open 10am to 2-30pm. Tue to Fri. A sub branch existed in 1898 Urmston at 10 Station 
Road. Transferring its attention to Urmston it opened a full office on the corner of Railway Road and Crofts 
Bank around 1905. It is now being vacated by The Royal Bank of Scotland 2018 as the branch has closed. 
 
 
Wood Lawn. Crofts Bank Road 
Mapping of 1890 indicates this house as an unknown at Primrose Ave. Certain was that it held position as the first by site of the 
homes on the east side from Flixton Road. 
 
Woollarah. Crofts Bank Road (Woolahara in later directories) 
This home is no more as it sat by the side of Dunedin. This was slated for demolition with 
Dunedin in 2014. For 1911 it was where one could find George Morton by 1940 George was still 
at home. Its design was that of a ranch house and its Monica comes from an Australian town. 
 
York Lodge. 54-56 Crofts Bank Road 
The lodge is actively engaged as a nursing home, it has taken over the site of its neighbour ñThe Firsò as part of its grounds. The 
house was converted after being sold in 1981. When it was a home in 1898 it belonged to Edward Farrand. Misses. Alice and Hilda 
Heath had it for the period of 1938-1981 when Hilda passed on, it sat at the corner of Derby Road.  York was found here in 1889.        
     
                                 

¶ Old Crofts Bank. Davyhulme 
With the new road completed the old became known. The term Road was not meant to relate to 

this current bi way. Residents along here get annoyed at the 
reference to Old Crofts Bank Road while it is correctly plain Old 
Crofts Bank. Out of the 69 other properties 9 are flats the more 
modern development coming in 2002. The early features were 
the Post Office, Davyhulme Council Office (Town Hall for the 
period) and Mortuary. Three distinct estates could be traced for 
here, Woodlands, Broad Lea, and Haylands. Each had its own 
named house with Haylands later falling under Crofts Bank Road. 
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The Urban District Council of Urmston (Part of Old Crofts Bank) (One-Way Traffic) Order, 1967 

Notice is hereby given that the Urban District Council of Urmston propose to make an Order under sections 26 and 27 of the Road Traffic Act, 

1960, the effect of which will be to require traffic using that length of Old Crofts Bank between its junction with Davyhulme Circle and its 

junction with Canterbury Road to proceed in a south-easterly direction only, that is, from Davyhulme Circle towards Canterbury Road.  

Objections to the proposal must be sent in writing to the undersigned by not later than the 31st July 1967. 

 

Dated 5th July 1967 

Alan Bancroft, Clerk of the Council. 

Council Offices, Crofts Bank Road, Urmston.        

  

Beeches. Old Crofts Bank                  
In 1890 there was only one home here, but it was sub-named as the Beech Mews. It had four bedrooms for 
size, but that is all that is known. At home here was William W. Reilly occupying this, the last house, before 
it ended Crofts Bank at Lostock Road. Alexander Edwards inhabited the place for 1894. He was a surveyor 
for the council and was still living there in 1928. A note from 1898 has the home as two a Thomas Arthur 
Johns had joined with William at the same address. The eventual outcome was three homes in the row, all 
converted into shops. 
 
Belmont. 10 Old Crofts Bank  

The date for this house is c.1925 it became the place for Henri Chappellier to reside. Little else has 
been found apart for 10 years later the name became Mrs Harriett Chappellier. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Berick. 15 Old Crofts Bank  
Described as a modern 1932 semidetached of character and made from weathered brick. It had a 
porch, entry hall and cloak, lounge with French window to the garden, dining room. The morning 
room and kitchenette went together with a bathroom and three bedrooms. A two-car garage, with a 
workshop, extended into a large well laid out garden. Currently there is no information of its early 
origin, but it belonged in the Woodlands Cookson family until J. B. Eckersley a local coal merchant 
took it around 1960. 
 
Broadlea. Old Crofts Bank 

A side road off Old Crofts Bank created from the site of the house called Broadlea has 12 
buildings where No.13 is omitted. A Broad Lea is generally known as a Meadow.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Broadlea, the house itself, was found from 1898 with the name for this period as Joseph Birtill. 
He had moved on by 1901 as Jeffrey Swire held home and this was followed by George Sullivan 
for 1909. A new name for 1911 Pickles Wilkinson preceded a later resident for 1928-38 Thomas 
Burgess. The building was demolished in 2018.  
 
Labour Club. Broadlea 
The Party had a social club along this old road up from 1947 to 1953 it was to be found in the house called Broadlea at Number 5. 
The party headquarters at the Morris Hall on Atkinson Road were then expanded and Broadlea was sold. 
 
Crofts Bank Garage. Broadlea 5 Old Crofts Bank  
A complex of 14 garages on 1½ acres but utilised for several other purposes. A main portion was as a garage run by a character 
called Ernie Wrench renowned for his motor cycle repair skills. There was also a gymnasium run by Harry Bennett, weight lifting 
and body building was specialised. Millers Taxi Service kept their vehicles there as another use for the premises. The whole set up 
was a part and parcel to the original house of Broadlea of 1889 and into 1960. 
 
Urmston Social Club. 1-3 Old Crofts Bank  

An early club in 1881 held office where the Masonic Hall is now. It is not recorded as to the 
demise of this club, but the current association has nothing to do with any earlier versions. The 
Urmston Labour Party held ownership until 1963 when it was taken by the Manchester Oil 
Refinery as a social club. A new group, formed in 1973, were the founders taking their idea into 
the home which was called Broadlea. All amenities are provided from snooker to dancing, as it 
was a social club for all. The club closed and the building was demolished in 2018. 
 
 

 
Brulos. 4 Old Crofts Bank 
Half of a 1923 semidetached adjoining the home of Merion, the details are to be found under that calling. 
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Clovelly. 12 Old Crofts Bank  
The next to the last house reaching Canterbury Road for 1928-1938 Helena Mary Taylor in residence. 
The row here is known from 1923. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cottington. Old Crofts Bank  
Detail unknown at this time apart from it being owned by a solicitor called Dodds for recent times. 
 
 
Crofts Bank Day Nursery. 14 Old Crofts Bank 

A large home that faces both Crofts and Canterbury Roads which has been transformed into Childrenôs 
Nursery. Found at this time is that there was no name connected to the house which has been enlarged 
from its thought of 1923 construction. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Davyhulme Library. (Public) Old Crofts Bank and Hayswater Road               
The library has an opening date of 1962 although it has been reconstructed as of 1988 with the 
entry now off Old Crofts Bank. It came under scrutiny for closure as cost cutting of 2015 demands 
it so. The library has closed it is now for medical purposes. 
 
 
Ennerdale. 8 Old Crofts Bank 
1928 had as occupant Albert Davies. He was still there for 1938. 
 
 
 
Glynwood. Old Crofts Bank  
Numbered as 33 nothing has been traced at this time for the home apart from Herbert Kemp being there as an engineer in 1938. 
 
Grey House. 27 Old Crofts Bank  
Working with a date of 1938 this house is scant on detail. At that time Annie Maddock who was a Midwife practiced from here. 
 
Merion. 4-6 Old Crofts Bank  
Ernest Henry Nall had purchased the land from the Trafford Estate 1904-1914 on a 999-year lease 
and it was taken by Arthur Foster who wanted half to live in and half to rent out. The home is dated 
as 1923 and is marked as such on a drain cornice. The first tenant in 1923 was H. A. Openshaw 
through to 1933.  
 
This was next door neighbour to Talbot House facing the new Crofts Bank Road. 1937-1944 had 
James Chapman at home in No.6. More names followed in that Sydney James Yates took 
ownership 1971 until its later occupant moved in as I. J. Pollard. 
 
Quainton. Old Crofts Bank  
A likely candidate for the old road because it was addressed as plain óCrofts Bankô in 1938. Leonard Fitzgeorge was comfortable 
where ever it was as a clerk. 
 
 
Stenkrith. 39 Old Crofts Bank  
This Lake District calling offers a date between 1934 and 1935. Compared to the early homes along 
this road its architecture is modern as it is with most following from Canterbury Road to Davyhulme 
Road. For 1938 Miss E. Turtle was to be found here. 

 
 
Three shops ended Old Crofts Bank, the land was owned by John Trafford in 1794. It was sold to 
John Carrington who developed it with John Burn Storey around 1881. This was transferred to 
Markendale in 1883 who had a partnership with Samuel Clapham. During the 1920ôs Gratrix family 
became involved with the outcome being if fell to Joseph Lillicrap who owned the neighbouring land. 
By 1931 Frederick Ripley had possession. Since the 1930 era this has changed hands, and or, lease 
several times. 
 

 
The Beacon Stores. 62 Crofts Bank 
F. G. Hardie operated a grocery and provision shop here in 1953.  
 



    107 
 

 
 

The Woodlands. Crofts Bank  
There was little to go on for The Woodlands tracked down for 1883 other than it was known as a small house pleasantly situated. 
By 1887 the house had grown into four bedrooms, three entertaining rooms, and every convenience. Still described as compact the 
outbuildings included, stables, coach house, ornamental gardens and an orchard set in seven acres of land. Once this information 
became available it matched that of the lands and home of Woodlands previously noted as only grounds along Crofts Bank Road.  
 
Woodlands Estate. Crofts Bank 
This part of the district was named Woodlands before any building took place, in date form 1860 reveals that transactions were 
taking place selling and buying the lands with a view to development. Davyhulme was included with Flixton for location of this area 
as it fell within the bounds of Moorside Road and to the west of Cornhill Road. Wrangling between the families of Rogers, Walkden, 
and Royal eventually deciding it fate as they let it fall to the Cooksonôs. In turn the land became a part of the Barton upon Irwell 
Council in 1925. The estate was cleared for new development in 1975. 
 
Woodlands. 
Open land halfway down Old Crofts Bank which later, in the 1890ôs, carried a home by this name with stables and accounted for 7 
acres of land. John James Cookson was noted for the time of 1898. The lady of the house 
was Margaret Cookson during 1894-1904. Woodlands as an area still exists in the form of 
a small close along Old Crofts Bank.  
 
Once the decision was made to remove the home for development James, one assumes 
junior, moved to Berick and Walter Cookson moved to Bendemeer. Woodlands, as a 
newer estate, was dated around 1935 with three homes found. Henry Leadbetter, John 
Budd, and Frederick Muspratt were the named occupants. By 1937 eight more homes 
were added to the estate. 
 

¶ Cross Street. Urmston 1900 
A no thoroughfare which had ten homes to the south of the street, these are unnamed. For todayôs evaluation there are 13 homes 
there now. A paper hanger worked from No.14 Cross in 1923 by the name of J. Brown. 
 

¶ Cumberland Road. Urmston 
The late 1920s brought about this road and it has 111 houses on it. An early name dated 1927 was for the Harold Burdett family at 
number 17, this provided further fact that by 1938 there were already 80 homes along the road. 
 

¶ Cross Knowle View. Davyhulme 
Most of the 63 houses here were built in 1959 and the main view is of the intersection of Woodhouse and Broadway. The Knowle 
has Cornish beginnings meaning óhillô. John W. Stott was acting as an agent in Real Estate and operating from Cross Knowle 
Cottage in 1868. An orchard is the only feature found for the beginning years. 
 
 
 

¶ CWS. (Eccles and District). The Co-operative Wholesale Society             
Known as the Co-op (Est.1857 in Eccles) they had several stores throughout the area. Many still stand and are used for other 
purposes their architecture is unmistakable. Although the Co-op was in existence locally from 1878 and in Flixton, the oldest 

building still standing locally is likely to be Brook Road dated as 1906 closely followed by Church 
Road and Higher Road which came next in 1908. At Carrington Road the building only came later 
in 1928.This caused some confusion due to the Brook Road branch being called the Flixton branch 
earlier than this newer shop. It was about this time too that one was established on Woodsend 
Road.  
 
The main branch was at Winifred and Flixton Roads (1901) and trashed for the Precinct in 1964. 
Moss Vale Circle shows 1938 for its Co-op. Co-op stores were often opened in an area before a 
permanent building was erected.  

 
The Flixton branch, Brook Road, was established around 1897. It had grocery on the left and a 

butcher to the right as it was with the Flixton, Carrington style shops.  
At the entrance to the butcherôs side on Carrington Road there is a 
mosaic showing EPICS Ltd which can be seen today as it is with the 
original tile work internally. This stands for Eccles Provident Industrial 
Co-operative Society. Brook Road carries another mosaic, this one 
reads butchering.  
 
 

 
A Higher Road branch began around 1897 sited across from where it finished up later. Arthur Peat of Lime Tree farm was a butcher 

in his own right at the Higher Road shop before it became a Co-op. Mrs. Elizabeth Peat became 
manager by 1928. Two others traced for the past have to be added in 1938 one operated at the 
corner of Davyhulme Road and Hayswater Road, the second on Stretford Road 1928 alongside the 
Simpson Food factory. A branch of Co-op was created for coal at the Urmston stockyard with 
another as a dairy on Atkinson Road. Co-operatives in modern times are Independent Retailers 
functioning from new or established buildings. 
  
The Carrington Road site before construction. 
 

 



    108 
 

 
 

Co-op stores still being utilised. 
The details of the original Co-ops throughout the district are entered under the heading of CWS. This is to show how many are 
still around but being used for other purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                           Carrington Road                                                             Church Road                                                          Brook Road                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            Higher Road                                                 Stretford Road 

¶ Dairy.     
Several dairies were in existence throughout the town. One was behind the Curzon and another alongside the Bird. (Frank Roles) 

This is besides the Grange Dairy Farm (Woods) on Stretford Road and Haves Dairy on 
Moorside. Another was called Lowes over Chadwick way plus the Co-op along by the Empress. 
These are only a few examples of a major local industry. The Express Dairy Co. bought out 
most of these with finally, Dobsons Dairy in 1959, to take the rights of the Creamery established 
for Urmston. Express operated out of 181 Moorside Road it became Dairy Crest Ltd with the final 
closure in 2014. This complex has been rebuilt as a series of flats as of 2017. 
                                                                                                                           

¶ Dalton Gardens. Davyhulme 
The gardens carry a date of 1935 and they have 18 properties today. This is a well-used name with the early meaning of óTown in 
the valleyô. 
 

¶ Dalveen Avenue. Davyhulme  
26 houses here, with nothing known about them. The corner of Dalveen and Davyhulme Road was 
taken by the Primitive Methodist Chapel in 1853. The chapel was converted into a mushroom factory 
before being demolished in 1950. A bungalow has taken its place today. Dalveen has Scottish 
connections. 
                                                                                                                      
Limpsfield. 10 Dalveen Avenue 
There was little information available, the finding was dated 1923 and it had three bedrooms with two entertaining rooms. The 
house was semidetached.  
 

¶ Dance and studios. 
 
Flixton Academy of Performing Arts. The Curzon Flixton  
First formed in 1989 as a school of dance on Brook Road its founder Karen Baird saw this change 
of name from Flixton Dance Studios. Opening here to fill a void in the usage of the Curzon Cinema 
building, the dance studio has gone from strength to strength. It is well patronised and looks likely to 
expand because of its popularity. As an art the studio has been practicing for twenty-five years. 
 
Gwyneth Hare School of Dance. 
The school started in 1972 it is led by the owner herself. It caters for all kinds in that the teachings go from ballet to street dancing. 
A proud boast is that many of the pupils have found careers in the art throughout Europe since attending the school. Names like 
Abigail Riley and Katy Molden are talented artists produced via this mode. The Unitarian Church was the home for this dancing 
business. 
 
Jane Jarvis Dance Studio. Atkinson Road 
The studio is located in what was the Morris Hall; it carries little by way of information for dancing history. 
 
Theresa Cope School of Dance. Roseneath Road 
One of several dance schools for Urmston, this one appeared to exist around 1950 along Roseneath. Theresa 
began at the age of 17 with her school accumulating 50 pupils. 
 
Williamson Ballet School. 121 Church Road 
A school for classical dance highly regarded throughout the region. This popular school was housed in 1905 
building called Holmwood.  Open until the 1960ôs it sent many students on to better things. Irene Williamson 
was the proprietor and one of her famous protégé was Jeffrey James Taylor. Although this was a school in name only, they still 
afforded a uniform of grey associated with yellow bands. The school performed a special ballet in 1951 for the Festival of Britain. It 
was based on the MacDougal poem ñThe bride of Shawò 
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¶ Daresbury Avenue. Davyhulme 
Close by to the MSC and Hulmes Ferry the 70 homes include the Ferry Cottage. This section of town 

is dated from 1954 although the cottage is many years older. A development 
for 2013 was that the steel pylons erected along here were to be removed as 
obsolete, removing an eyesore to the neighbourhood. This work began in 
October of that year. With the pylons finally removed it left the problem of 
what to do with the island it was subject to consultation. The result was three 
trees and that, so far, is it. The avenue is linked to Cheshire for its name.  
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

¶ Dartford Road. Urmston 
There are 34 houses along this 1880 Urmston roadway once called Moss Grove up to 1926. At 
the corner of Dartford and Church Roads was a shop which was once the 1920ôs business of a 
plumber, William Henry Davies, it became a small sweets and tobacconist. Barton had it for a 
while and then it became Arnold around the late 1950's. Several of the buildings down here were 
named, Laurel Villa in 1888 and Fern Lea for 1897 are examples, and they are all entered under 
Moss Grove for reference. 
 
Thomas Noone was living at No. 28 in the late 1930ôs this was óHermans Hermitô (Peter Noone) family. Then at No.4 the Royle 
family representing the News Agency at Dartford and Church Road were Misses. May, Ethel, and Pattie. Still plumbing from the 
corner shop was Bill H. Davies into 1940. 
 

¶ Davis Road. Off Church Road 
Directories show Davis in 1903 with just 3 houses but by 1909 there were 3 more added. It is recorded that there were four each 
side of the road in 1911. The road was renamed as Mansfield. The UUDC assumed title in 1935. 
 
 
 

¶  Davyhulme  
As with most town or district names, Davyhulme is thought to have its origins derived from earlier days. During 
1429 the calling was Deefhulme and it was called Denaholme in 1610. The word Hulme or Holme is suggested to 
be of European origin meaning ñland surrounded by waterò A thought is that Davy probably came from an owner 
or farmer of lands around there way back in the eleventh century. (Davy of Hulme) 
 
There are many versions for the name none ever finalised. Known is that the Hulme family lived in the area 
during the 12th century. The family built Davyhulme Hall which was demolished in or around 1888. A civil parish 
was formed in 1894 and it belonged to the Barton upon Irwell Township. This eventually became a part of the 
Urmston Urban district in 1933. The population in 1891 was 1,300 and it covered an area of 2,701 acres. 

 

¶ Davyhulme Circle. Aka Nags Head Circle 
As a circle it is the central point for Lostock, Crofts Bank, Hayswater, Davyhulme, and Barton 
Roads. Beautifully laid out with gardens and a clock housed in a Stancliffe stone cenotaph. The 
circle here was officially opened by Urmston Council in July 1929 by J. P. Forsyth who was the 
Chair of the Davyhulme Council. Ernest Leeming was an overseer for this 
project while working for the Barton Council along with Potter of Urmston. 
 
Tenders for the cenotaph were asked for in 1921 several years prior to this 
dedication of the circle itself. Requested was the erection of a ñClock Towerò 
which was not to exceed £500. The locale was originally farm land and 

called Crofts Bank with Bethells Farm as host site. Originally up to 1928 it comprised of Bethells Farm with its 
Post Office, a Town Hall and mortuary, along with a few cottages, the Nags Head Hotel giving cause for foot 
and cart tracks in the vicinity.  It was one of the first sites in the district to have electric street lighting. The 
Circle has 22 properties which are mostly commercial with residences above in todayôs estate market. The 
contract was carried out by Wilson and Wilkinson of Pendleton. The cenotaph was cleaned and re-pointed in 
1948 by William Kirkpatrick Ltd. In 1948. 
 
War Memorial. Davyhulme Circle 
To be more correct the memorial is a cenotaph, it houses a clock in its Stancliffe stone work. This was the work of Thomas 
Maclaughlan who was a stonemason and Clerk of Works for Urmston. An early date of 1921 shows it being dedicated to those lost 
in WW I and later incorporating WW 2. Alarming at first to local residents, it was built in the yard of Bethells Farm the structure had 
begun. The Council had planned the circle ahead of this but as the cenotaph was ready to be started, they gave the all clear to 
erect it. The project was based on a 180ft circle surrounded by a road and was to be complete with footpaths and gardens.  

 
 
The structure was renovated in 1962 after an inspection revealed some 
erosion. An unfortunate story to this cenotaph is that many local names 
are still regarded as missing from the toll paid by many in the Second 
World War. Before the clock was supplied with electricity James Bethell 
wound the mechanism by hand every Monday, regular as clockwork you 
might say. Mr. A. Stamford took the contract in 1933 for the princely sum 
of £5 per annum.  It was granted a listing of Grade 2 in 2014. 
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Davyhulme Circle Shops. 
At this time some small information is available for the varied shops around the circle. The 
architectural styles are random offering an array of dates for establishment, most came 
around 1932 with added shops through to 1934. J. L. Edwards was responsible for this 
complex. 
 
For this list of proprietors, the date was 1938-40. 
 
 

 
West side. 
 
Shop No.1 Peddies childrenôs outfitting. It was owner run by Alex Peddie. (Needlework supplies were added in 1955) 
 
Shop No.1a Carrington Hairdressing. Ladies coiffure was the speciality of Miss. Margaret Carrington. 
 
Shop No. 3 Cluff and Pickering. Wine and Spirit Merchants. 
 
Shop No. 5 Normanton. Ladies Wear, in fashion was Clement Edward Normanton. 
 
Shop No. 7 Millward. Stationer. Frank Edmund kept the till. 
 
Shop No. 9 Brumwell Bakery. John Thomas cooking up a storm. 
 
Shop No.11 Brumwell Tobacconist. John Thomas smoking now. 
 
Shop No.13 Blake. Hairdresser. Lester with the scissors.  
 
Davyhulme Circle. 
 
East side.         
 
Shop No. 2 Perfection Outfitters. 
 
Shop No. 4 Montague Gaynor. Butcher. (1953 S. Tennant who had a second shop at 262 Flixton Road) 
 
Shop No. 6 District Bank Ltd. 
 
Shop No. 8 Harold Daykin. Drapery.     
                                      
Shop No.10 Rose Chemist. Joseph as Pharmacist.  
 
Shop No.12 Grimwood Bros. Dairy and Ice cream. Alfred Grimwood living over the shop. 
 
Shop No.14 William Wilson and son. Newsagents that stayed the pace into the 1950s. 
 
Shop and House No.16 Mrs. Minnie Roston.  
 
No.16 Faulkner Ltd. Alfred as Grocer.  
 
Mrs. R. Ridgeway as a News Agent operated from a shack on the circle which appears not to have been numbered. 
 
Lostock Road. 
 
For all the shops that were created surrounding the circle there was one significant newsagent that 
passed by the name of Ridgeway. A small insignificant wooden hut that found home where the Crofts 
Bank House once was sited. Eunice Ridgeway as proprietor belonged here for many years and had a 
serious following of clientele. The ñHutò sat at the end of the wall shown where today stands Our Lady 
of the Rosary. During 1946 the temporary hut was rebuilt and made stable until the lease expired in 
1959 and it was closed. 
 
Davyhulme Post Office. Davyhulme Circle 
The first Post office of any note was housed across from the Bethells Farm House circa 1850. A specific building with a town hall 
could be found there. Later added to Bethells, it was removed to accommodate the Davyhulme Circle and surrounds. Prior to this 
post would have been left at the Nags Head Hotel for collection or distribution. Since that era, it has relocated several times but 
usually near to the Circle in some form with the exception of one along Davyhulme Road. 
                                                 
Katharine Lowe House. The Circle Davyhulme 
A care home of approximately 50 residents, the House was opened in May of 1962 with the 
building offered for sale in 2014 due to Traffords austerity measures. Katharine was a well-
supported councillor for Urmston. A note from the past was that this building took the place where 
the Longshaw Cottage sat. A new lease on life it became the Shaw Lodge nursing home. This 
too has closed now as of 2018. 
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¶ Davyhulme Road. Davyhulme 1900 (North)  
The north side of the road was highly residential. Crofts Bank House, Rose Cottage, and Bank 
Field were the only named houses up to the Primitive Methodist Church. Bennettôs Cottages came 
next with The Limes, Oak House, The Glen, Pear Tree Cottage, Ivy Cottage, and Collingwood 
named in a group of fifteen. Mount Pleasant and Daisy Bank followed to a block of nine, here only 
four are named, Laurel House, The Willows, Briar Cottage, and Green Bank. The Elms begin the 
next phase again nine houses but only Hawthorne House, Shaw Cottage, and Davyhulme House 
are identified. Three groups, Park View, Lily Bank, and Luptonôs Building are prior to the Yew Tree 
Farm at Bent Lanes. Laurel Villa and Calderbank House are at Woodsend Road. 

 
Many established places had found names by 1911, Green Gales, Hawthorne Cottage, Edina Cottage, Hope cottage, Thorn Lea, 
Fern Lea, Laburnum Villa, Cross Knowls, Mazeena, all sitting before Shaw Cottage. For todayôs count this road has 197 sites for 
residence, business, and flats. A previously unfound home came out in 1946 it was called Bankfield at number 12. By 1947 Cross 
Knowls appears to have changed to Cross Knoll. Tenterden came to light for 1950 as a new-found name. Mavrene was noted as of 
1954 and Greenways as of 1961 addressed as No. 220. 
 
 
1928 placed a multitude of homes with names: Worsley View, Hopefield, Lerie, Eastleigh, Chalet, Morton, Eversley, St Mary 
Church, Nuthurst, Aderley, Burne Lea, Sherbrooke, Bella Vista, Brockholt, La Bonille, Chessville, Purdon Villa, Tavistock, 
Cringlewood, Penlorye, Lindow, Strathdene, Lynton, Burnhope, Tenterden, Mount Carmel, Lauriston, Newholme, Rolvenden, 
Ingleside, Stretfield, Ingleton, Noctoruin, Calder Bank Farm, Peacock Poultry Farm, Primitive Methodist Chapel, Meltham, 
Rhodallon, Dilkusha, Thorncliffe, Post Office, Edina Cottage, Redfield House, Thorn Lea, Laburnum Villa, Hawthorn Villa, and lastly 
Davyhulme Golf Club. There were 190 properties accounting for Davyhulme Road as at 2010. 
 

¶ Davyhulme Road. Davyhulme 1900 (South) 
The road was already formed by the 1890ôs. The south side towards Woodsend Road leads off 
with Hayhead House and Saint Marys Church. The golf club called Entwisle at 99 took up to the 
Old Lodge at No.101. 103-133 are unnamed with Brook Bank and Calder Bank completing the 
homes along here. Worsley View was the only change into 1911 as a seven-home terrace 
leading off Davyhulme Road to Rose Street. 
 
Alderley. 95 Davyhulme Road 
1928 showed that Thomas Alfred Farrell resided in this home. This south side building was close to Bowers Avenue and the St. 
Maryôs Church at this period. Once the home was bequeathed to the church it became known as Farrell House. 
 
Bankfield. 12-14 Davyhulme Road 
At home for 1891 was Joseph Williamson, Bankfield was a neighbour of Rose Cottage. A Joseph and Mary Moon were living on 

the north side of the road in 1894-1908 with a member of the Estill family taking over in 1909, 
Robert B. to be precise. For 2009 it was found as home to the Davyhulme Day Nursery. Foster 
Conway passed away here in 1905 leaving the home as follows; three entertaining rooms, five 
bedrooms, kitchen, scullery, pantry, bath and lavatory. The premises had four cellars below. 
Outside were, barn, stable and smaller outbuildings, the coach house had a recreation room over 
and a garden with orchard, glass house, and tennis court. Add to this loose boxes and poultry 
runs. Two plots of land were included with the deeds which amounted to eight acres of good land. 

 
Bay Tree Cottage. 70 Davyhulme Road. 
A Christmas card brought this cottage to the fore with Florence J. Savage the addressee c.1930. She was an 1884 born school 
teacher who later moved to 54 Davyhulme Road. 
 
Beehive Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
A Mr. Atkinson passed away here in 1883 it brought about the sale of all his holdings. 
 
Bella Vista. Davyhulme Road  
James Beardsall was occupying this house in 1928. It was to be found on the south side of the road. 
 
Bennett Cottages. 30-34 Davyhulme Road  
1891 shows two living in the cottages George Foden and James Genry. Messrs Barlow, Kerr, and Mosedale were at home here in 
1894-1901 on the north side of the road. The cottages were two away from the Methodist Church.  
 
Briar Cottage. 106 Davyhulme Road  
Briar was numbered 84 during 1891 with a name of William Wilcox as occupant. The Spittalls came 
here as at 1894 and the cottage was confirmed as number 84. (North side) Mr. H. Spittall stayed 
until 1909 as it was listed to John Hoseason for that year. The same numbered home listed Miss 
Agnes Hoseason teaching music. After 1911 the home was in the hands of Eva Gordon. This now 
shows as being No.106 and sits directly across from Bowers Avenue. 
 
Brockholt. Davyhulme Road 
The times of 1928 showed Frederick Tomlinson living in the Holt. Mrs. L. M. Tomlinson became a JP for 1953. 
 
Brook Bank. Davyhulme Road 
This bank was on the south side and came just before 139 Calder Bank House and Woodsend Road. First names traced were for 
1891 Robert Martin and Lawrence Moore in residence. At home in 1894 were three named people, Rogers, Davis, and 
Chadderton, suggesting it was more than a single house. 1908 proved this correct when the two semidetached homes called 133-
137 Brook Bank came up for sale. Of interest was that a footpath alongside the houses came included in the purchase price. 
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Burne Lea. Davyhulme Road 
Harry Leason held his home fires and burned in the Lea for 1928.                                                 Burne Lea 
 
 
 
Burnhope. Davyhulme Road 
Hoping Charles Martin did not burn all his hope in 1928 as he lived in this southern side home. 
 
Carmel. Davyhulme Road 
A new address to be investigated from 1927 it housed the Dodd family. 
 
Chalet. Davyhulme Road 
This modernised version of the Chalet was home to 1927 resident Lawrence Gainford 
Hodgson.    
                                                                                                                                
Chessville. Davyhulme Road 
Playing chess at home in 1928 was Herbert Latchford. 
 
Chilton. 82 Davyhulme Road.  

Recorded by name since 1745 but treated as relatively unknown for any information. The home was a 
semidetached connected to Rose Lawn Cottage. Richard Johnson lived here in 1898 he was a coal 
merchant. The number was then 66 and stated as Chiltern Cottage. 
 
   Remnants found here suggest a farm of sorts sat here with Kilns. 
 
 
 
 

 
Clematis Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
This cottage is one of several buildings along the road that carry little by way of information. It did 
however show many Clematis plants in its frontage. It sits as neighbour to Oak House. 
 
Cleave. C. & Son. 67 Davyhulme Road 
One of the few shops along this part of the world, it was a butchery for 1928-30. 
 
Cobblers Croft. Davyhulme Road 

The cottage was a residence at the entry to the original Bent Lanes on 
Davyhulme Road. It has never been known in street directories by this name 
although locals have called it by this for its past. Present today, it was built 
c.1713 and as a property belonged to the Davyhulme Hall Estate. The 
Cobblers Croft has an ancient stone sitting on the road side. As it is with the 
Library Stone this is also a remnant from prehistoric days. It has the 
technical name of an ñErraticò. 
 
 

 
Collingwood. Davyhulme Road 
As a hall it was used by the diocese of the Catholic Church as temporary premises before the Our Lady Church was built in 1960. 
The home, its address was No. 46 in 1894, with the Rev. Thomas Dugdale Harland there. Mary Harland passed away here in 1925 

and shortly after Catherine Coulson passed on in 1927 leaving the estate for sale.  As an 1870 
structure it was still being put to good use, during the as it became home to the Registrar of Births and 
Deaths for the district and was available for community hire advertising a floor capacity for 80 dancers. 
The building had a further attachment to the past in that it was home to Davyhulmeôs first Library in 
1928-9. Addressed here for the time the Head Librarian was Walter Newton with the caretaker, Mrs. 
Lavinia Thompson. As a library it closed in 1940 with all the books moving to Flixton and Davyhulme. 
At one stage, in 1952, class was being held there for the overspill at the Flixton Senior School This 
was originally a six bedroomed, two entertaining rooms, kitchen, bath, 1880 detached home, carrying 
a history of being a boarding school at one time run by the principle, Miss. Hill. Collingwood was 
demolished in 1970 after a fire rendered it useless. 

 
Collingwood Community Centre. 
This hall was built in 1964 by Spark & Sons. It remains today in use for public activities and a 
youth club. 
 
 
Cringlewood. Davyhulme Road 
Lost in the wood was James Buckley in 1928. This was a south side home. 
 
Cross Knowle Cottage. Davyhulme Road. 
This cottage became known as of 1891 alongside Mazeena at 100 on the road. A farmer called Richard Greatorix held home.  
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Daisy Bank. 84 Davyhulme Road 
This semidetached on the north side was home to 1891 residents George Kidson and Mrs Ann 
Seckerson trailed by1894 dwellers Henry Yates and John Bury. An even earlier date has been 
entered in records, that of 1796 and the road numbering shown is correct for the present with 
records showing it changes several times. 
 
 
Davyhulme Hall. (Hulme Hall) Davyhulme Road 
The seat of the Hulme family since 1152 it has been a farm, a race course and a golf links during its lifetime. First held by the 

Hulme family it was sold to William Allen in 1765 a Manchester banker who went 
bankrupt in 1788. Next was the Norris clan which, through succession, changed to 
Norreys. Its three stories and architecture were well known throughout the county. The 
landscaped gardens included an artificial lake with the removed earth forming the 
mounds of the Bent Lanes footpath. A sundial here was dated 1809. Archery was another 
favoured sport on this sprawling land.  
 
The coach house and stables were very large 

showing a huge coach door centred between saddle rooms and livery stores. On top was a 
cupola and bell.  
 
Almost the entire estate was demolished in 1888 when there were no buyers. The stables 
survived until 1927. During the life of the Hall it was also known as Davyhulme Park. This 
accounts for Park Cottage, Park Hospital, Park Golf, and the several others especially along 
Moorside Road. 
 
Some features of the hall have been saved, a door can be found at Yew Tree Farm and a stairway in Alliston House. The front 
stone slab is at St. Marys Church then a fireplace was sold to a collector in Birmingham. One whale jaw bone still stands at the 
cottage called Hulmes Dale.  
 
At the time the hall was to go its head gardener was Alexander Taylor, he took a portion of the lands as a nursery eventually 
leaving it to his daughter Jane Taylor who continued until Davyhulme Golf took possession around 1933. 
 
Davyhulme Hall Cottages. 
These now long-gone cottages were known for their time as the Witches Cottages. Advertised as for rent in 1833 were four on the 
grounds of the hall. The first offered was detached and had a small garden suitable for a retired couple. The second was a cottage 
with a Blacksmith shop. Number three, another cottage that included a Wheelwrights or Carpenters shop. Lastly came the home 
with a lofty shop suitable for a silk weaver, it had room for 6 looms. Interested parties would have to contact the Hall's gardener. 
 
Davyhulme House. Davyhulme Road.  
Found to be in existence for 1840 possibly built by Norris of the Hall. Confirmed is that John Newton 
had it in 1891. It was a two storied home typical for the era. During 1894-1904 it belonged to Richard 
H. Risk and 1908 Joseph Moon. An earlier description of 1864 said it was a modern built home with 
three entertaining rooms, six bed rooms, bath room, water closet, good kitchen and excellent cellars. 
The three and a half acres with a capital orchard and garden showed outside with two stalled stable, 
coach house and piggery.  
 
1958 showed that Justice of the Peace and County Alderman Mrs. Katherine Lowe lived in this house. 
All has been removed and a bungalow was built in 1972. The estates surrounding the current home 
have been built on the lands of Davyhulme House. 
 
Davyhulme Methodist Church. Davyhulme Road 
1845 the church is shown on maps as a Wesleyan Chapel sitting next to the Endowed School. For followers of the Primitive faith it 
was replaced by the Hayeswater Church and the old chapel was demolished c.1960. (Also see Dalveen Avenue) 
 
Davyhulme National School. (Endowed School) Davyhulme Road 

This school originated in 1870 on a site donated by Robert Henry Norreys of Davyhulme Hall it was 
to be found opposite Knowsley Avenue. This school replaced an earlier one of 1789. Mr. J. Herd of 
Manchester did the building and the architect was John Lowe from Manchester. The official opening 
fell at Easter which fittingly saw the Bishop of Manchester do the ceremony. The cream coloured 
house still occupies the land and the school eventually moved on to become St. Marys of Cornhill 
Road. 
 
 

 
Davyhulme Park Golf Club. Original Club House 

When first opened a pavilion of black and white was erected while 
an existing lodge became home to the ladies and Club Steward. 
This original club house 1883 was kept in use until 1937 being 
made redundant by a new facility. There is confirmation that this 
building was known as The Lodge, a gatehouse at the edge of 
Davyhulme Hall and on Davyhulme Road. 
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Davyhulme Race Course. 
Before it became a golf links, the Davyhulme Hall grounds were used for a horse racing circuit. On 
the north side of the Hall there was a grand stand that could accommodate 300 punters c.1850. 
This emanates from the Norreys family and their sporting activities at the Hall. 
 
Davyhulme Rest Garden. Davyhulme Road  

No date has been found for the establishment of the Garden other 
than it has been there since the late 1920ôs. The only given is that local residents there had a brass 
plaque installed proclaiming the site as a rest garden for all to enjoy, since stolen. The Norreys family 
owned the land in this area and suggested is that this was a donated piece. It can be found between 
Cornhill and Entwisle Avenue. 
 
 

Davyhulme Road. Home of unknown detail. 
Another delightful home of old, it shows a stone which carries the initials C I A and the date of 1808. 
The number today is 70 and it is adjoined to a larger unknown for now, building. The deeds show 
only the naming of the first land purchasers in 1794, Reginald Heywood, John Carter, Daniel 
Speakman, and John Johnson. None offering an explanation to the lettering.                                                                                                                                                    
 
Davyhulme Road Post Office. Davyhulme Road 

The first indication in directories showed that for 1918 the Post Office along here was at 56. John 
Riley was a Grocer who also ran the office around 1928. Greaves of the 1970ôs were the last people 
to venture into this business with the home reverting back to normal for the present time. The 
beginnings of this house are only related to information for 1901 and on. It was owned in this period 
by Mark Hines, followed by Emily Wardle during 1903, and Thomas Ormston in 1909, all three were 
grocers.  
 
 

 
Davyhulme Road untitled. 

A small row of homes followed on from the main Lodge of Davyhulme Hall. Never actually named 
they were possibly the last solid remains of any hint to residences for the estate. The local 
historian Jane Taylor lived here for the majority of her life. 
 
 
 
 

 
Domestic Road. Davyhulme Road 
This little-known road existed in the late 1880ôs it left Davyhulme Road and led to the Davyhulme 
Hall. The road was travelled by the staff of the hall as it ran alongside the Jawbone Cottage. At this 
point of Davyhulme Road sat the Old Lodge providing a gateway to the Hall. This was superseded 
by the lodge further up the road and stands today. Now the road is used only by the golf club 
maintenance grounds people from the present. Occupation Road has been offered for an 
alternate name, it was most certainly the tradesmanôs entrance. 
 
Dilkusha. Davyhulme Road 
An odd calling for the 1928 find when Christopher Armstrong lived in it. 
 
Eastleigh. Davyhulme Road 
The home was on the south side with Walter Aikin at home for 1928. 
 
Edina Cottage. 82 Davyhulme Road 
The address for here was found to be number 76 and shared with Hawthorn Cottage which had an early date of 1903. At this time 
there was not a name showing for Edina only Thomas Lund in Hawthorn. Confusion continued until both carrying the same number 
of 76 showed in 1909, William Miller in Hawthorn and John Stanley in Edina. Revised for its postal location it appears to be No. 92 
for now. Information gathered shows the home of Edina to have four beds, living room, sitting room, box room, scullery, kitchen, 
bath with w/c. 
 
Eversley. Davyhulme Road 
This was the house where William Henry Taffs lived in 1928. This was a three bedroomed detached house with two living rooms, 
bath and kitchen. The calling went on to say it was compact and had a good garden. 
 
Farrell House. Davyhulme Road. 
The house was bequeathed to St. Marys Church for use as a Vicarage it sits alongside the church. 
This was owned by Farrell family giving cause for the naming. 
 
 
 
Fern Lea. Davyhulme Road 
Sharing number 80 with other homes in 1911 it sat on the north side, the joint title holders were The Willows and Thorn Lea. This 
situation was modified in 1919 as The Willows had been re-named Redfield House. Next to go was Fern Lea for 1928 making it 
difficult to keep track of its inhabitants through these years. 
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Gainford. Davyhulme Road 
In 1928 Lawrence Hodgson gained by living here. 
 
Garden House. Davyhulme Road  
The smallest detail has been tracked down for this home in that it is from 1924. 
 
Green Bank. Davyhulme Road 
The Bank was numbered 88-90 on the north side of the road. This building was known to have been there in 1880, it possibly 
comprised of several dwellings. This proved correct as later for 1897 when three residents became known, they were Longbottom, 
Smith, and Spittall. This brought about from a pairing only in 1891. The two owners were Walter Ashworth and John Rogers. Then 
for 1898 it became numbered as 86-88 adding to the other home to confirm a complex of three homes, two houses and a cottage. 
Brick Kiln Lane ran directly alongside this home. 
 
Green Gales. Davyhulme Road 
Numbered, as 74-76 in 1891, it was known as Green Gates with William Ogg and John Hill. In 1910 the Gales were sitting on the 
north side the principle owner appears to have been Thomas MacDonald.  
 
 
Greystone. Davyhulme Road 
As a house Greystone is numbered today at 58. The only fact known is that it is a neighbour to Oak 
House. 
 
(Hawthorne and Hawthorn regarded by spelling as the same place) 
 
Hawthorn Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
An 1894 directory had this cottage at number 76 and Thomas Lund in occupation. Percy Cartwright 1901. 
 
Hawthorn House. Davyhulme Road 
This Hawthorn was No. 98 and was home to a florist in 1891 called James G. Taylor. Henry Bent began his time here in 1903. 
 
Hawthorn Villa. Davyhulme Road 

Two homes found for 1908 at this address Hawthorn coupled with Laburnum Villa. The named 
gatepost of Laburnum giving the only clue that this pair is around for the present. The Villa, even as 
a pair, did not show any address other than sitting between 98 and 100 on the road. The only 
occupant actually named was Charles Todd in the year of 1909. 
 
 
 
 

Hey Head House. 43 Davyhulme Road                                                                         
This farm is documented as far back as 1744 with William Hesketh leasing the property to William Shawe. At that time this included 

19 acres of land. Further to this several acres at Dumplington and Bromyhurst were also to be 
added. The names following for here were Samuel and William Rogers they were there in 1833 
and by 1858 they too sold out to Robert Henry Norris of Davyhulme Hall. For 1856 it was 
described as Hey Head Farm behind the St. Marys Church with Richard Leather as tenant farmer. 
Several outbuildings were attributed to the farm, now 27 acres, that include an orchard and 
gardens. 1883 named T. S. Rowlandson as occupant with James Robertson there for 1891. An 
1898 gent there was Richard Wadsworth. Near to Entwisle Ave, this was being farmed by Austin 
Irlam at its demise in 1932. The house was still offered for sale in 1934.           

 
 
Hollies. Davyhulme Road 
The cottage sits just before the corner of Cornhill Road. It is shown on maps but remained unlisted 
in directories until 1928 when it turned up as Hopefield. Peter Brooks was living there then. 
 
 
Holly Berry. 114 Davyhulme Road (Possibly Holly Bank) 
This particular Berry was without reference other than being numbered 66. Its deeds brought forward that it was involved in a land 
transaction during 1791. Fredrick Willows from 1909 had the correct locale without the name. The calling of Holly Bank came in 
1891 addressed as 92 along the road with John Cooper. James Hayes had this home for the period of 1898. It is unconfirmed if 
these two Holly names are one and the same. 
 
 
Holly Cottage. Davyhulme Lane (Road) 
Noted here was that the occupant John Leyland applied to liquidate in 1877 he was a coal merchant 
and brick maker who operated out of Urmston Station. 1879 and he was absolved of all debts. 
 
 
Holt Farm. 100 Davyhulme Road.  
Holt was a simple white faced ñcottageò type farm with a thatched roof, very much a small holding venture. Identified as Hall Farm 
in 1891 Mary Barlow carried out the work. A Holt House was known to sit opposite The Lodge offering the possibility they were 
once one and the same, this dated as 1744 and John Heyworth. Generally, it was made up of a detached house with outbuildings 
and sat on nine acres of arable land. The last known name for here around 1932-33 was that of a Miss Barlow who had to be a 
descendant if not the same Mary. 
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Hope Cottage. 94 Davyhulme Road 
The cottage was named in directories around 1891 as John Waterworth has been traced for that period. This was entered as being 
in existence at 78 on the north side. The cottage was a detached dwelling and home for Miss. Haggerty in 1889. 
 
Hope Field. 79 Davyhulme Road 
The 1928 home to the Peter Brookes family, this was not called by name in earlier directories but as a part of Worsley View it was 
the last unit there. 
 
Hulmes Dale. Davyhulme Road 
This is the correct designation for the better-known Jaw Bone Cottage. (See Jaw Bone Cottage) 
 
Ingleside. Davyhulme Road 
The south side for Ingleside had Frank Palmer in the inside in 1928. 
 
Ingleton. Davyhulme Road 
This was where Frank Hill made his 1928 home. 
 
Ivy Cottage. Davyhulme Road  
Often named Ivy Cottage, this one was at No. 44. The time of 1894 showed it home to Joseph Beidford and James Barrow had 
possession in 1901. In between a tobacconist called Richard Flynn of 1898 called it his. By the time of 1927 Sidney Bridgeford had 
moved in. Ivyôs neighbour was Collingwood. 
 
Jawbone Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
At Bent Lanes this was a cottage left over from the Davyhulme Hall Estate. Whale jaw bones, 
which were brought over from the hall by a gardener who lived there, at its gateway gave rise to its 
name. The bones were removed from an entrance at Davyhulme Hall and installed in the garden 
of the cottage. Still in existence it has an approximate date of c.1720.  
 

The true name for this cottage is Hulmes Dale traced through the 
deeds to the home. Confusion over the calling arrives from 
spelling as Holmes and Hulmes occurred, this coupled to Dole 
and Dale has made the matter worse.  The second chimney to the 
left was installed in 1829 and the home originally un-rendered. 1898 had William Burgess here, 
whose family origin was at Shaw View. William passed on in 1940 but the Burgess clan remained 
in attendance through until 1995. 
 

 
The Jawbones as a pair are recorded in documents to have been dated as 
being at Davyhulme Hall prior to c.1825 making them over 190 years old. The 
bones today are almost gone, one still stands covered in Ivy, but the second 
half has rotted away leaving only a stump. This was removed for preservation 
in 2015. 
 
The original Jaw Bone Cottage was the Old lodge entry to the Hall giving rise 
to some confusion about the calling at different periods. 
 

 
Kelsall Farm. Davyhulme Road 
David Kelsall tended this Market Garden from 1868 until 1882. A commodious farm house, outbuildings, and thirteen acres of land 
completed the picture. 
 
La Bonille. Davyhulme Road 
The French naming did not sound like its occupant of Arthur Cash for 1928. The óbeautifulô would be a close translation for the 
wording. 
 
Laburnum Villa. Davyhulme Road 
The Villa, of 1884, appeared is a semidetached with no number but between 98 and 100. James 
Taylor showed for 1889. Here too was Hawthorn Villa as named in 1908 but had Henry Bent at 
home during 1898. The north side was home to this pair with the single gatepost showing the 
name of Laburnum. George Jeffery was living here for the time of 1908. 
 
Laurel Cottage. Davyhulme Road Calder Bank 
The owner of the cottage was seeking work in 1882; it may have been an alternate name for any of the Davyhulme Road Laurels to 
be found in this area as it brought forward little in detail. He or she identified himself or herself by the initial D for the application. A 
later snippet of detail gave that it was detached, included stable and wash house set on half an acre of land. 
 
Laurel House or Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
Number 72 is known for this home on the road and in situ was Sidney Hancock 1901. An earlier 
time of 1891 showed George Adye then 1894 had Alfred Hudswell at home here. Changes in 
postal numbering make this address obsolete the House may have been also called a Cottage 
for its beginnings. For identification it left little only the flowers, vegetable garden, and its fruit 
trees were prominent. A wash house and stable being the other structures mentioned on a half-
acre plot. A Laurel Cottage here was traced to 1879 and sits on the corner of Laburnum Road. 
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Laurel Villa. Davyhulme Road 
The Villa stood at the corner of Bent Lane and had a number of 134 to its name in 1891 and William W. Wilks as occupant. At this 
address in 1893 it was made up from four bedrooms, a living room with offset kitchen. A stable and summer house completed the 
home. Mrs. M. S. Twyman called it home in 1894-1898 when Edward Harold Lord took over. 
 
Lauriston. Davyhulme Road 
A certain Miss Eliza Naylor called this for her own in 1928. 
 
Lees Field. (Public) Davyhulme Road 

Mr. Arthur Tyndall Oldham Lees bequeathed nine acres of land to Urmston c.1935 to be utilised as 
ñPublic pleasure and or rest gardens.ò Today they are known as Lees Playing Fields which are still 
enjoyed by all. This land belonged to Samuel Oldham Lees; as far back as 1870 he was found to 
be selling hay there. Samuel bequeathed the lands to his son Arthur and his daughter Edith at the 
time of his death in 1879.  
 
The true name for the field is Calder Bank. The farm buildings, fields, orchard, and market garden 
comprised of 22 acres in total. The last farmer known was Albert Burgess, there until its demise in 

1965. The council erected a timber framed prefabricated building there in that year for public use which is currently in the hands of 
the club called Meadowside. The UUDC officially accepted the lands legally in 1946. 
 
Lerie. Davyhulme Road 
Ernest Leighton made this his own for 1928 on the south side but close to Cornhill Road.      
   
Lily Bank. 116-122 Davyhulme Road 
Appearing for 1891 Lily was numbered as 118-120 Charles Vlies and Herbert Ferguson were established. 1878 the date found an 
extra family for this group of homes. Living in each for 1894-1903 were the Hanson, Ogden, Ferguson, and Ashworth families. 
Included here were the coach house, stables, and outbuildings. The Bank went along with the brick making croft called the Old 
House identified by the field of Lime Kiln where it sat. This changed from 1887 when the lands were used as two vineries with a hot 
house and three greenhouses. 
 
Lindow. Davyhulme Road 
Home to Thomas Lea this was a south side building found named for 1928.     
 
Lodges. Davyhulme Road 

The Lodge was placed at the junction of Woodhouse Road, shown to have existed in early 1800. 
Certainly, the Livesey family there were hiring servants in 1855 and resident Peter Clare was found 
for 1891. From map indications it was an entrance to the Davyhulme Hall Estate and the following 
golf club as a club house with the club secretary there for 1901 W. Hayes. In all documents around 
1890-1900 the address given was always as 99 for the Lodge and 101 for the Old Lodge on 
Davyhulme Road.  
 
 
 

 
The Old Lodge that shows in directories and O/S maps, sat further down Davyhulme Road alongside 
the Witches Cottages and opposite Teesdale Avenue for the present. An early name for here was 1891 
with William Pearson. For sure an Edwin Wyche knew where it was as he lived there in 1894-1901 and if 
this found to be correct then Edwin was in the right home. This was the house suggested originally to 
carry the name of Jawbone before the bones were taken to Hulmes Dale. 
 
 
Luptons Building. 124-128 Davyhulme Road 
First found in the 1891 lists as home to the Stanley, Wilson, and Eales, families. 1894 directories confirm a block of three homes 
with three new names Fielding, Gilbody, and Booth in residence. 
 
Mazeena Cottage. (Mazenna) 168 Davyhulme Road                                                              
Although this 1880ôs cottage is referred to on several occasions nothing has been found to give it 
any story. Law. John Smith is the directory name shown for 1891. Only known was of its existence 
up to 1940 and that it sat next to Shaw Cottage. For some reference it is a female name, perhaps 
connected to its first owner. A sale of contents in 1895 offered two grand pianos and an organ 
showing this was no small homestead. John Ashworth dwelt here for 1897. The year of 1927 gave 
more, now numbered 104 the home had eight large rooms, it was double fronted. There were 
kitchen, bath and w/c to complete the list. 
                                                                                                                                                                   Shaw left and Mazeena Right 

 
Meltham. Davyhulme Road 
Miss Amy Mellor was addressed under this name, for 1928 it was a north side house. 
 
Morton. Davyhulme Road 
For the year of 1928 Allan Pollitt was homeowner. 
 
Mount Carmel.  Davyhulme Road 
Climbing the south side mountains here was for 1928 Arthur Dodds. 
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Mount Pleasant. 60 Davyhulme Road 
This semidetached home had Thornbury House as its partner. In 1891 it was noted as being numbered 62 with Charles Rogerson 
at home. 1897 showed this as only Mount Pleasant one name for both houses, in residence was James Burts. This followed in 
1901 with again only one resident shown that of Joseph Bowers. 
 
Myrtle. Davyhulme Road 

This home as a detached home it bore no identifying names for its past 
which has been corrected for the present. A stand out feature is a very 
large windmill housed in the rear garden from an unknown, but recent 
time. 
 
 
 

 
Netherwood. Davyhulme Road  
No detail has been found for any identification at this time, only of its existence. 
 
Newholme. Davyhulme Road 
This was óholmeô to the George Whitehead family of 1928. 
 
Noctoruin. Davyhulme Road 
Alfred Amey had a sense of humour to live in a home that was knocked about but for 1928 he did it. 
 
Nuthurst. Davyhulme Road 

Going nuts here in 1928 was Frank Dickenson and for 1943 it was Frank Wilson. Oakfield. 
Davyhulme Road Number 79 is given as the address for this cottage in 1943 at the corner of Cornhill 
Road. There were two bedrooms, porch and entry hall, two entertaining rooms, bathroom, 
kitchenette with pantry, and outside a greenhouse in a pleasant garden. A garage was to be found 
here too.  
 
 
 

Oak House. Davyhulme Road 
Number 38 along the road was the address for Oak House at the time of 1891 William Bagshaw lived 
here. (Today it is addressed as 56) The years of 1894-1901 saw George Kidson as its resident. Oak 
had four bed rooms, a box room, two living rooms, kitchen and bath with w/c, attic and cellar. Outside 
were a two stalled stable, coach house, a large garden and orchard. The Oak is to be found in the 
rear of the garden still standing proud. 
 
Our Lady of the Rosary Primary School. Davyhulme Road 
Opened in 1973 the school has not been affected by the closure of the church. Today, it has approximately 200 pupils. 
 
Our Lady of the Rosary. R C Church                
Opening first as a school in 1973 it was used for services on Sundays. The initial church was built in 1961 and followed by the 

present church in 1986 officially opened by Bishop Kelly. This 
church was about to close in 2007 but was reprieved continuing 
to operate for at least another three years. The period of grace 
has now ended, and all parishioners attend English Martyrs 
Church in Urmston. One of the few churches in the area that did 
not support a bell. The church which was funded by public 
money is now used as a community assembly hall. The site for 
this church was once home to Crofts Bank House. 

 
 
Park View. 110-114 Davyhulme Road 
Three homes carried this name as the View in 1891 and in house were the Boor, Sharp, and Hall, families. By 1894 the Eatonôs, 
Sharpôs, and Crankôs. 
 
Parkwood Poultry Farm. 200 Davyhulme Road 
Mr. J. W. Patterson auctioned off his 1935 farm that included 270 head of poultry, 41 ducks, brooder housing, cabins and 
appliances that made up the business. 
 
Peacock Poultry Farm. Davyhulme Road 
The farm was addressed as next to the Methodist Church in 1928. Clucking away for 1939 was Mrs. Emily Peacock as farmer now 
noted as being on Woodsend Road at the Calderbank Cottage area. 
 
Pear Tree Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
Earliest found name for 1891 showed as Charles Cooper then in 1894 number 42 was home to Richard Flynn, a traveller. 
 
Penlorye. Davyhulme Road 
For 1928 Walter Pendlebury was master of this domain.    
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Primrose Cottage. 22 Davyhulme Road 
William Hunt is named as living here in 1901, his name appeared every year through to 1919. 
Thereafter Henry Crisp took the cottage which sits across from Bedford Road, close to the 
Hollies. 
 
Purdon Villa. Davyhulme Road 
It was home to Thomas Dunham for the year of 1928. Purdon was a north facing house. 
 
Ragood Estate. Davyhulme Road 
An unknown calling even the spelling until a set of deeds came forth as being the seller of land on Davyhulme Road in 1794. 
 
Recreational Grounds and Youth Centre. Broadway  
(No details) The youth centre is addressed as Davyhulme Road with connection to Broadway Park. Collingwood as a possible 
home. 
 
Redfield House. Davyhulme Road 
At an unfound location this was to be marketed in 1941. On offer was a detached, three bed roomed home, two entertaining rooms, 
with kitchen, bath and box rooms. For the exterior there was a garage and green house. 1911 showed it to be in the hands of 
George Plant, numbered as 80, and renamed from The Willows. 
 
Rhodallon. Davyhulme Road 
This was a north side home for 1928 with Joseph Batton in charge. 
 
Rolvendon. Davyhulme Road 
James McAlpine had this abode in 1928 sitting on the south. 
 
Rose Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
This cottage from the 1880ôs was numbered as 10 on the north side, confirmed is that Richard 
Taylor held home for 1891. Along with Bankfield No.12 is it now a Day Nursery. For 1889 the 
cottage, at the time called Rose Lawn Cottage, belonged to John Kettle. He was followed by a 
farmer called John Rogers in 1898. 
 
Rose Lawn Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
Best found date so far is 1891 with Henry Spittle at home. Numbered as 64 for the period this adjoined Chiltern Cottage. 
 
Shaw Cottage. Davyhulme Road                  
Next to Mazeena Cottage the pair were noted as habitable in 1939, they no longer stand. Shaw 
which was numbered as 106 Davyhulme Road could be found in directories of 1851. The earliest 
found as resident is Sarah Royle in 1891. Later, shown in 1901, was William Donevan staying 
there. This combination could be placed as neighbours to Davyhulme House.    
 
Sherbrook. Davyhulme Road 
This house belonged to Henry Cooke for 1928. 
 
Stables.  Davyhulme Road                  
The early 18th century stables adjacent to Yew Tree Farm on Davyhulme Roadôs north side are 
listed as Heritage buildings in 1987 as Grade 2. Described as Flemish bond brick with a graduated 
stone slate roof, there are two bays and a hay loft. Its two doors have cambered brick arches and 
the windows are gabled. It has tie-beamed roof trusses with inclined struts. Some vents and loft 
hatchings have been closed. The stables are scheduled for removal as application for a delisting is 
confirmed as of 2018. 
 
St. Mary the Virgin. C of E Church Davyhulme Road.  
As early as 1881 a Sunday school was in operation for the Church and it developed into a full time Mission. Built in 1889 it was 

dedicated to the memory of the Norreys family who partially financed it and donated the land. (Mrs. 
Isabella Bowers left £2,000 for the church erection) Mrs. Moorhouse, who was the Bishop of 
Manchesterôs wife, laid the foundation stone. The architect was George Trufitt of London. The 
materials used for the church are Ashlars and Cheshire sand stone with brown Redland tile for the 
roofing.  An organ manufactured by Wadsworth Bros. was installed during 1895 followed by eight 
bells 1899. The bells, which were tubular, by Harrington of Coventry are no longer in use being 
stopped in 1959 and replaced by an electronically recorded bell sound played from the tower in 
1969. Electric lighting was installed for 1926 the foundation for a vicarage was laid in 1928 and a 
new Church Hall was added in 1989. The church was listed Grade 2 in 2013. 

 
 
War Memorial. St. Marys Church. Grade 2 Listed. 
Outside the church a granite Celtic cross was erected in 1922 as a war memorial of the First World War and 
the garden of remembrance was landscaped and dedicated in 1960 in memory of Thomas A. Farrell. 
Twenty-one males are recorded here who lost their lives fighting during 1914 and 1918. Twenty-two more 
can be found inside the church on a commemorative wooden plaque dedicated to the Second World War 
1939-1945. A choir vestry was installed in 1952 dedicated to those who fell in the Second World War. 
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Vicarage. Davyhulme Road (See Entwisle) 
Reference to the vicarage has been traced and was dated 1929 for it being in existence. A 
complication for 1969 came when Thomas and Annie Farrell bequeathed their house to the St. Marys 
Church. Numbered as 95 Davyhulme Road it was being used as the Curacy home. 2014 now 
indicates the vicarage to be at 13 Vicarage Road Davyhulme. Both Farrell House and the Vicarage 
are still to be found by the church to this day. 
 
A date stone to be found mounted on the building gives the date of 1929 It is followed by the initials E 
W placed over E K C. They are yet to be interpreted. 
  

 
Stretfield. Davyhulme Road 
The Lonsdale family kept house in 1928 along the southern edge of the road. 
 
Tenterden. Davyhulme Road 
This south side house belonged to Harold Sharp for 1928. 
 
The Elms. 94-96 Davyhulme Road 
A home found for 1875 which carried little detail towards its identification until 1884 when it advised 
four bed rooms, box and bath rooms, kitchen, stable with coach house. It was known to be on the 
north side of the road. 1891 changed thought as Mrs Margaret Evans and Henry Ollerenshaw had 
moved in. Doctor James Munroe spent his last years here after vacating Clovelly and his practice 
there.  
 
The Glen. Davyhulme Road 
This Glen was numbered as 40 back in 1891, with living there, Richard Gallaher.  
 
The Holt. Davyhulme Road 
1845 is noted for this homes date it was sited opposite the Lodge entry to Davyhulme Hall. A home of some grandeur it perched in 
the area of Crofts Bank in the days before Davyhulmes existence it corresponds with the Holt Farm. 
 
The Limes. (Lime House) Davyhulme Road 
This detached home at 36 Davyhulme Road was the address for 1891 James Dickson with, for 1894, Thomas Rogers as 
homeowner. This home has a date earlier than 1877 being found in documents that showed five bed rooms, three entertaining 
rooms, bathroom and kitchen. Outside a stable, coach house and other outbuildings encapsulated in fine gardens. A large orchard 
could be found on its three acres of land with two greenhouses. 1910 indicated that Thomas changed his surname name to Fogg 
by deed sighting himself as nephew to the Laurence Fogg family. 
 
The Magpie. Davyhulme Road 
Built in 1914-15 and this home was so called because it was black and white half timbered. There 
were two living rooms, a kitchen, scullery and larder, four bedrooms then completed the list of 
available space here. The house did not elude as to where it was only that it came detached. Since 
finding this advert the location has been established as at the corner of Dalveen. Henry Blyth kept 
his 1919 nest there. 
 
The Old Coach House. Davyhulme Road 

 
Just how old this coach house is, has not been 
determined nor has a detailed description been 
found. The home was comprised of a main house, 
semidetached, with the Coach House alongside. 
All three are residential for the present time. 
 
 

 
The Rookery. (Rookery Nook) Davyhulme Road 
This known house or cottage name was always a mystery when it came down to a location. Some believe it to be another name for 
the Jaw Bone Cottage while others deem it to be an old house on the grounds of Davyhulme Hall perhaps a lodge or gate house. A 
resident, Mr. F. Aldred, was granted permission to modify the home to accommodate his elderly parents in 1950. 
 
The Willows. Davyhulme Road 
Across from Davyhulme Hall and noted as a part of the estate, the cottage stood in 1790 with stables, outbuildings, and gardens 
which were stocked with fruit and ornamental trees. The Willows in 1852 was then home to the Thomas Street family they lost a 
family member called Mary in 1899. 1909 it was still in the hands of a Street member that of James. The address has a number 
change on several occasions, last recorded as 96-98. When purchased in 1911 it was renamed as Redfield. Complicating matters 
here a directory entry of 1891 showed William Hanchell perhaps as a tenant. 
 
Thornbury. Davyhulme Road 
Only a little of its past is known as in 1891 Robert Stone as occupant. 1897 it was found to be a detached home next to a 
semidetached pair called Mount Pleasant. For 1907 Thomas Rogers was resident. 
 
Thorncliffe. Davyhulme Road 
In 1928 this Thorn belonged to Percy Garner it was to be found on the north side. 
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Thorn Lea. Davyhulme Road 
Three named homes held number 80 on the north side as their own. This, The Willows, and Fern Lea each were calling it theirs in 
1911. The Willows had first claim, as it was known there in 1900. Thorn Lea in 1920 showed it to be a small semi with three bed 
rooms, two living rooms Etc. There was a large garden complete with an outbuilding. 
 
Travistock. Davyhulme Road 
A George Walker called this his home for 1928 on the south side of the road. 
 
Urn.  
On Davyhulme Road there is a large Urn designated a heritage monument in 1987 Grade 2. The Urn which is almost three metres 
high is alleged to be mid-17th century and to commemorate the resting place of two race horses. They belonged to R. H. Norreys of 
Davyhulme Hall and were said to be favourites of his.  

 
The Urn can be found at the junction of Lowood Avenue, but it is surrounded by tree growth and is 
difficult to view from the road. The tribute is made of stone and mounted on a plinth. This is sited on 
the south side of the road and can usually be seen from the road during the winter months when 
the surrounding trees are bare.  
 
This may constitute as an óUrban Mythô as it has been reported that the Urn has had several 
locations during its life and began as an ornament in the gardens of the Hall. Nothing has ever been 
produced to prove or deny this tale. 

 
Due to the land belonging to the Davyhulme Golf Club sightseeing is not allowed and prosecution for trespass will apply. 
 
Whitegate Farm. Davyhulme Road. 
Dated c.1800 it was shown on Tax registers of 1837 for its earliest recording. The Farm was also shown as Woodsend Road in 
some directories. Noted as a Hay and Straw distributer for its prime directive in 1898 when William Bury ran the place. 1903 
suggested it would suit a dairy producer or milk dealer. Offered for sale in 1913 the description was freehold farm house and 
buildings, two cottages, 5 acres 2 roods 38 perches of land. The lot was near to Irlam Road. A latter-day farmer here was 1927 
George Hulme.  
 
Worsley View. Davyhulme Road 
This is an eight homed terrace dating from c.1908. The end unit faced into Knowsley Avenue 
and the other end home became called as Hopefield. 
 
 
 
Yew Tree Farm. Davyhulme Road 
Dated as 1713 and confirmed with a date stone, it sits east of Ryeburn Walk on Davyhulme Road. A two storied house of rendered 
brick it has a graduated stone slate roof. The front door carries a date of 1717 it was used as an 

inner door as there was a porch prior to the entry. The door itself 
originates from the Davyhulme Hall giving reason for the 
difference in date.  This porch has a casement window on the first 
floor and shows the date stone initialled as J W M. Suggested is 
Wright, John and Mary but there is reference a family called 
Mather in early records. To complete the detail, it has gable 
chimney stacks with three diagonally set shafts in brick. Inside 
there are moulded beams and a dog legged staircase with turned 
balusters. Several outbuildings survive that include many pigsties. 

  
All ladies for 1891 Sarah Dennis and Rachel Richardson began the farming list. Miss. Elizabeth 
Richardson took the farm in 1898 then John Robertson 1901 became a farmer here, with Alf Wood 
1909, Tom Molyneux in 1911, and John Pollitt 1919, to name a few following. In recent times this has 
become known as Days a dairy farm, even later it has been used as a cattery. Building land for 
development and surrounding the farm became available in 1965. This farm was listed in 1978 as Grade 
2 but the outbuildings were de-listed in 2018. 
 
        Although the farm carries this historical recognition it does not open to the public for viewing. 
 
 
 

 
 
Yew Tree.  
There was an actual Yew Tree growing on Davyhulme Road for many years. Besides the name being 
taken for the farm, John Wesley is supposed to have preached under it, although many English towns 
claim this, the tree was a well-known local land mark before being lost to road widening.  
 
Many sections of its bark have been preserved by local families as treasured heirlooms. Several 
pieces were held by the Davyhulme Methodist Church, their fate is unknown, but this fact gives 
credence to the story. 
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¶ Davyhulme View. Flixton Road 
An unlikely name as it was not that close to Davyhulme although in 1874 it would have been in view. The homes between Lime 

Avenue and a walkway into Chassen Park comprised of two shops and a possible house. Later 
directories showed this as two homes.  When first built this row was of yellow brick and it had slate 
siding to the walls and described as semidetached. All are now converted into private residences.  
 
Some older documents state that the view went as far as the corner of Chassen Road which would 
have incorporated the Tetlow Garage and the house of Abbotsfield. The first shop in 1898 was John 
Harrison a greengrocer the second, Boyer Grocery. The remaining two homes showed Walker Hall and 
James Cox. The View ended with a wall mounted letter box believed to have been Victorian in design.  
 

Davyhulme View. 1901 
Harrison and Boyer remained with a new showing of John Pratt who was a Shoe Maker. The last house was occupied in 1901 by a 
Mrs. Porter whose son Herbert left to get married in that year. For the first time James Stott could be found under the heading of 
Abbotsfield. 
 
Davyhulme View. 1903 
There were to be some changes for this year Robert Boyer and John Pratt had John Mellor, a Baker, for a neighbour. Henry Frost 
Smith took occupancy of the last home as an Envelope maker. 
 
Davyhulme View. 1909  
Richard Dyson was listed as the Grocer, Thomas Jones took second place with his News Agency and John Henry Heyes resided in 
the third he was a Traveller. Robert Boyer was now a Compositor shown living in the last unit. 
 
Davyhulme View. 1911 
Dyson, Jones, and Heyes were still as 1909, the new comer was Richard Rainford, and he was a Cashier. Abbotsfield and the Stott 
Mill became separated from the View as an address. 
 
Davyhulme View. 1919 
By the time this year came around it was all change. Herbert Shephard was baking here in the first shop. Miss Alice Hilda Jones 
had opened a Tobacco shop next door and the last two abodes were occupied by Benjamin Fletcher and Mrs. Cissie Rainford.  
 
Davyhulme View. 1928 
Shephard, Jones, Fletcher, and Rainford, all remained. The difference was that Richard Rainford was not noted but his wife Mollie 
was. The Garage of H. & J. Tetlow was now to be found addressed as the View. 
 
Davyhulme View. 1939 
Shephard and Jones showed no change, Fletcher had now passed to Misses. Isabella and Esther, with 
lastly Cecil Radcliffe in the end home. The garage of Tetlow H. & J. was defined as The Garage and 
James Stott in Abbotsfield. Chassen Park is now described as the Recreational Ground and Tennis 
Courts. Later directories corrected the fact that the tennis courts were to be accessed from Lime Avenue 
where the pavilion was installed.  Names that followed at the View were, Herbert Shephard who sold out 
the first shop to Gerald Furnivall this in turn became the home of the Teece family with Denise Southwell 
taking ownership as the last shop keeper. The Tetlow Garage followed to be Riley into the late 1950ôs 
which then became a block of flats called Scotts House. 
 

¶ Davylands. Davyhulme 
This end to Bent Lanes has 16 homes. There some older cottages of 1860 still to be found here amongst the new. 
 

¶ Deanway. Flixton 
Family homes for 12 in this tiny ówayô off Irlam Road. 
 

¶ De Brook Close. Flixton 
Also known as De Brook Court 2003 saw 8 homes being built here although the original property dates back to 1967. It carries the 
name from De Brook Farm history and built on Nichos fields. The lands were once a portion of the Wright fields. 
 
De Brook Farm. 
Nestled in between Wellacre and Whitehead Farm it was 65 acres of Worthington Wright 
acreage in the vicinity of Irlam Road with a very early date of 1680. The farm was demolished 
in 1968-9. A barn carried a date stone of 1737 and church documents show Warburton family 

here in 1768 with surveys of 1840-48 showing as Day Brook. A 
new term for 1871 was brought in by Charles Jones when he 
retired the farm was called Dee Brook. A later farmer 1879-1904 
was John Johnson.  Duttonôs Pond was a part of this holding 
and a piece of the land went for the grounds of Wellacre School. 
Other farmers were 1909 Astley Johnson with his wife, Francis Alice, taking his place in 1919. John 
Taylor was here for 1928-1943, he passed it over the George Sanders thereafter. In 1952 J. Dutton 
took the last three-year lease on the farm that was slated for demolition in 1969. 
 

Lea Brook Farm. Flixton 
A farm of no detail only found as being in existence for 1880. Farming there was J. Johnson. There was an association to De Brook 
enumerators often got names incorrect. The finding of John Johnson as farmer there in 1904 proved this fact as the family were 
known as being at De Brook. 
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Duttonôs Pond.  
Fishing in Urmston appears to be a difficult task as the amenities are limited. The pond was a part of the De Brook Farm at the end 

of Ambleside Road (De Brook Court) and has an angling group for membership. The Urmston Angling 
Association was formed in 1974 once council allowed the leasing of the land in 1972. Work on 
enlarging the pond was approved by council earlier in 1971. The fish to be found there are 
predominately Carp and Bream. Improvements to this pond have been carried out by the anglers they 
include fencing, pathways, and clearing of the pond to ensure a high quality of water. Bird life too is 
becoming a feature of this delightful Flixton corner. A right of way was passed by council in 1957 
allowing access to these lands. 
A lake was noted for the 1800ôs and known as Old Dea covering two acres. As there are no other lakes 
in the district the calling offers this as being possible for Duttons. 

 

¶ Delamere Road. Flixton (Est.1897)                        
This no through Road had a dozen houses along its west side only one was named at No.37 it 
was called Orrell Leigh. The east side was comprised of 18 unnamed homes. It was here, at the 
very end, Flixton Council School was built. Private enterprise was working down here in 1951 a 
car hire firm operated out of number 46. For today there are 40 with 2 un-named as commercial 
premises. The road is from the French, De la mere, of the waters or sea. 
 
Flixton Junior School. (County School)  
The school is to be found at the end of Delamere Road off Flixton Road. Well known for having air raid 

shelters under the playing fields. It is found to have originated in 1911 when 
the Methodist school on Moorside Road closed. It was opened by George. B. 
Stott with in attendance Squire Samuel Wright and Col. Samuel Stott. The 
school has a motif built into is structure that of a Greyhound. In Heraldic terms 
this stands for: Courage, Vigilance, and Loyalty. The noted calling in 1928 was 
that of being an Elementary School, W. N. Warren was headmaster. 
 

 
Flixton Manor. 2-8 Delamere Road 
This nursing home in Flixton founded in 1985 offers care for the elderly in converted housing. 
 
Orrell Leigh. Delamere Road 
The only house on Delamere west to carry a name in 1901 its address was No. 37 with George Astley at home.  
 

¶ Delbooth Avenue. Davyhulme 
This avenue has 28 homes and it relates to 1958 for its age. Thomas Del Booth bequeathed money for the bridge at Barton in 1360 
for a naming connection. 
 

¶ Dennington Drive. Davyhulme 
100% residential the Drive is from 1930 with its 24 postal addresses. Dennington is an Anglo-Saxon family name. 
 

¶ Denstone Road and Avenue. Davyhulme 
Benarth of 1952 at No.2 and Westleigh 1954 are the only named homes tracked for the road. Property count 19 for the avenue and 
11 for the road. This road and avenue are called so with Staffordshire origins. The Avenue was changed to Dovedale in 1933. 
 

¶ Derby Road. Urmston 1900 
Only two homes at this time that of Collinwood and Ravenshore House they both date from c.1889. This grew to be ten by 1905 
and 27 in that same year. New homes came on the North West side, and on the South East three, called Fairfield, Birwyn, and 
Not Ash. (Net Ash) Derby Cottage was named later as well as Southdene and South Holm. Several of the homes along Derby were 
built in 1928 by a company called Irlam Woodworking and Building Co.  Into 2010 and there were 45 homes of which 15 are flats. 
The newer buildings are of c.2003. 
 
Avoca. Derby Road 
The builder, Albert Locke was shown as the 1939 homeowner. The house was a later addition to the road but came in as number 1 
for postal purposes. Hazelwood Court has taken this the first north corner of Derby out of play. 
 
Birwyn. 28 Derby Road 
Of the three homes on the north east side of Derby, Birwyn sat in the middle. These additions to the road were done c.1910 and 
this house was looked after by Richard Baines.  
 
Collinwood. 11 Derby Road 
This was a north side detached home of c.1880 with six bedrooms and three entertaining rooms, bathroom, kitchen, scullery and a 
wash room. A feature for the house was a fernery. It was Mrs. Mary Collins in residence for 1898, which may or may not be a 
coincidence in its calling. William Spensley took home for 1928 while it became James Walker into 1939. The building was 
redeveloped into a three homed complex each named with the center retaining Collinwood and either side as Beech and Manor. 
 
Derby Cottage. 33 Derby Road 
For an early occupant Charles Davies called it home in 1928. This detached house was for sale in 
1949. It had three bedrooms, lounge and conservatory, all the conveniences, and central heating. 
Included here were a wash house and a cellar. For the outside there was a garage, greenhouse, and 
a summer house. The cottage retained Charles as the resident recorded into 1940. 
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Fairfield. Derby Road 
The east side of the road was only developed about 1910 and known are three houses for this side Birwyn and Net Ash making 
up the other two. Findlay McCulloch had Fairfield for 1911 with John Augustine Dromgoogle dropping the title for 1919. All these 
homes on the east side lost their names at this year. 
 
Net Ash. Derby Road 
The Ash was built c.1910 along with two others on the east side of Derby. This was the last of the three tended by Joseph William 
Steel in this case. 
 
Ravenshore House. 31 Derby Road 

William Henry Barnes called this his home during 1889 with a possible relative Kenyon Barnes taking it for 
1905. It was one of only two houses here on Derby for that time the other was Collinwood. Henry Naylor 
could be found here for 1939. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
South Holme. 7 Derby Road 
Found as number 7 with, in residence for 1939, John Henry Holbrook. The Holme was addressed as 
no.3 in earlier times. 
 

¶ Derwent Road. Flixton 
Derwent has been around since the early 1900ôs and comprises of 98 houses. The best-known landmark here is the Greenfield 
Terrace with the road named as Greenfield until 1933. Derwent is a well-known River. This became the residence of a JP he was 
Mr. A Peters known for number 85 in 1953. 
 
Greenfield Terrace.  Derwent Road Woodsend  
Greenfield is noted as one of the oldest terraced blocks in this part of Flixton it was so well known there was no need for a road 

address and Derwent only came later in its life. One document found suggests that the terrace 
was one of the Stott family creations built for the time when they owned Woodsend as an area. 
To date the structure, in 1992 the residents held a party to commemorate 100 years of its being. 
 
Facts came forward to show the terrace as a portion associated to the Wellacre Estate which was 
Stott holdings. There was a major sale of the 23 units in 1905, the year John Stott passed away. 
The homes were numbered as 1-45 down this no through road. 

 

¶ Devon Road. Flixton  
Devon is in the corner of Flixton as it is in the corner of England. Its established date is c.1925. 1941 showed some properties for 
sale under the heading of Ambleside Estate. Here, today, there are 23 family homes. 
 
1928 Devon Road was noted for 20 homes and each one was known by name: Springfield, Ribblevale, Mara Villa, Westdene, Oak 
Lea, Olfra, June House, Templestowe, Hazeldene, Alphome, Thorn Lea, Keswick, Pendennis, Margeria, Westholme, Ellesmere, 
Belmont, Hillsborough, Fern Lea, and Coniston. 
 
Alphome. Devon Road 
At home in the Alph was Douglas Spalton a 1928 local. 
 
Belmont. Devon Road 
This was home to the Lambert family of 1928 it was registered to Basil by name. 
 
Coniston. Devon Road 
Not living by the lake but Arthur Barker did stay here for 1928. 
 
Ellesmere. Devon Road 
The port of call for Ernest Hopkins and during 1928 it was where he lived. 
 
Fern Lea. Devon Road 
The school master taught himself how to live here in 1928 he was John Frankland. 
 
Hazeldene. Devon Road 
The popular house name was occupied in 1928 by George Burgess. 
 
Hillsborough. Devon Road 
The hills provided shelter for 1928 homemaker Edward Humphreys. Mossgiel in 1925 was another calling here, the name of 
Robert Burns Scottish home. 
 
June House. Devon Road   
Fred German suggests he moved in here for June 1928. Certain, is that it had little to do with his work as a wheelwright. 
 
Keswick. Devon Road 
Ernest William Hulme for 1928 lived here at that period. 
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Maravilla. Devon Road 
As a villa it belonged to Frank Gandy during 1928. 
 
Margeria. Devon Road 
The civil servant Eric Nicholls was living here for 1928. 
 
Oak Lea. Devon Road 
A printer called George Holehouse had this for his home as of 1928. 
 
Olfra. Devon Road 
The salesman for 1928 bought this home for himself he was named Thomas Carr. 
 
Ribblevale. Devon Road 
The river of Ribble may have prompted this calling in 1928 as Herbert Owen called it his own. 
 
Springfield. Devon Road 
This became the house of 1928 and Samuel Bell. 
 
Templestowe. Devon road 
Possibly it was a 1928 temple home belonging to Frank Emmerson in that year. 
 
Thorn Lea. Devon Road 
Henry Thickett, who was a 1928 printer, made home in this Lea. 
 
Westdene. Devon Road 
Heading west in 1928 was Mrs. May Whitehead as she called this home. 
 
Westholme. Devon Road 
This, of the year 1928, was where William Cross held residence. 
 

¶ Devonshire Close. Urmston 
Only 8 houses make up the Close off Railway Road. 
 

¶ Dorchester Avenue. Davyhulme 
Dorchester has 10 residences down its avenue. 
 

¶ Dorclyn Avenue. Urmston 
There are numbered properties of 1-9 and 2-6 along here, naming became official in 1931. The strange origin of the word Dorclyn 
has not been found. 
 

¶ Dovedale Avenue. Urmston 
The homes for the avenue number two, one of which was called Denstone in 1944. Dovedale is off Derby Road. 
 

¶ Dover Park. Davyhulme 
After many years of prefabricated wartime homes, this newer estate has 38 modern buildings that date from 1965. An advert of 
1959 stated that the homes were ñAmerican Bungalows.ò Once included as Kingsway Park, Dover is now stand alone. 
 
 

¶ Dumplington. 
The district called Dumplington incorporated the Hamlet of Crofts Bank and was a very early township. The major family here was 
the Holcroftôs with history of the 1600ôs. The John Holcroft Farm of 57 acres was left to his three sons in 1801. The son named 
Mathew died in 1878 and he was noted as the last Dumplington Yeoman for the family. Even though this land was claimed by the 
Holcroftôs it was in fact rented from Sir Humphrey de Trafford. A transfer of the holding with all the effects took place in 1872 when it 
went to Adam Stott. Dumplington fell under the scope of Barton upon Irwell in or around 1880. This land was centred on the 
Dumplington Farm with its cottages, Wilderspool Hall and Farm south of Redclyffe Road, which is now the location, as neighbour, 
to the Trafford Centre. Interestingly enough the A-Z Road Maps still show Dumplington as existing. 
 
Dumplington Circle.  
The circle was the only remnant of the family name óDumplingtonô that was still in use. Due to 
commercialisation this has now been lost and it now carries the name of Ellesmere. This was 
the site of the Dumplington Cottage in 1840. There has been a claim that this was the first circle 
of its kind in Britain, but this is not a fact.  
                                                                                                                           The original Circle                                                                                                                                  
 
Dumplington Hall Estate. 
The actual estate which covered the hall, cottages, and surrounding lands were purchased in 
1930 by the Manchester Ship Canal Company. 
 

Dumplington Hall Farm. 
Little is known about the farm; it dated approximately 1840-1945 and included several cottages. 
Only George Taylor as farmer has been traced for this address in 1885. 
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Dumplington Others.  
Other places carrying the Dumplington name were the Lane, Farm, Cottage, and Moss all of which were to be found around the 

region of the circle. Dumplington Lane was renamed Redclyffe Road until 1990 when it became 
Trafford Boulevard. Dumplington Moss was located approximately at the entry to the circle at Barton 
Dock Road. The 1871 street census brought forward some hitherto unknown addresses in 
Dumplington. They were Birch View, Canal Bank, Park View, and Rose Cottage. The Davyhulme 
Council of 1906 refused the Trafford Park Estate Company permission to run their omnibuses along 
Dumplington Lane. It was stated, ñIt would be too dangerous for this stretch of road.ò     
 
 

   Dumplington Lane 
       
Adamson Circle. Dumplington   
One of the newer additions to Urmstons roadways, it is situated on Trafford Way. The circle is named after 
Daniel Adamson 1820-1890. He was a driving force behind the Manchester Ship Canal development. 
 
                                                                                                                       Daniel Adamson the first Chairman   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 
 

Ellesmere Circle. Dumplington 

Ellesmere is the new calling of Dumplington Circle on Barton Dock Road. It was named after the district of Ellesmere and its 
familiar Port along the Canal. The Barton Dock Road itself was established in 1940 after the dirt road was surfaced by the UUDC. 
 
Laburnum Villa. Dumplington Lane 
Offered as prime real estate in 1885 it said the house had pleasantly sited gardens. It was dated as 1871 and called a cottage in 
the street directory of that year. 
 
The Poplars. Dumplington Lane 
Indicated as sitting directly behind Redclyffe House in 1888 but without detail. 
 
 

¶ Dunster Drive. Flixton 
The majority of the 85 homes came around 1979. Dunster itself is rated as one of the best-preserved medieval towns in England. 
 

¶ Duplications. 
Flixton. 
There are two other Flixtonôs in the United Kingdom. One is in Northern Yorkshire (Filey), another on the border of Norfolk and 
Suffolk (Lowestoft) in a district called Wangford, and this is located near Bungay. There is a location in Ballymena Ireland called 
Flixton Place. A last one, a homestead, can be found in NSW Australia. 
 
Urmston.  
Unlike it stands with versions of Flixton, there are only small locations showing the name of Urmston. One is the Urmston River in 
Hong Kong then two in the USA, Fort Urmston and Urmston Battery. There are probably more, these are a few examples only. 
 
 

¶ Durham Avenue. Urmston 
Individual homes are numbered as 1-8 up the avenue. 
 

¶ Durnford Avenue. Urmston 
34 dwellings for Durnford on the Humphrey side of town. Its beginnings are linked to Yorkshire families. 
 
 
 
 
 

E 
¶ Eas. Urmston Pre 1840's Ees 

As a name the Eas were fields and meadow lands for centuries. The entrance to the Meadows off Queens Road is now called 
Eeasbrook. The word incorporates both versions of spelling. The Eas, as a stream, enter the river Mersey at Southgate after 
meandering its way from the old Hillam Farm area. One theory has it that Eas is a corruption of the French word Eau meaning 
water. It should be recognised that both Urmston and Flixton had Eas as callings for fields and meadows.  
 
Eas Bridges. 

To date five bridges have been accounted for down on the Meadows. 
The first was to be found at a portion of the brook, a field or so away 
from the scout hut. Number two led to the football fields with the third 
following and sited after Calver House. A wooden structure at the end 
of Southgate and now leading to the farm there would make up four. 
The fifth was not over the stream but straddling a culvert also in the 
area of Willow Farm. Not bridges but óstilesô could also be found at one 

time in relation to this green belt. Two were known and still being used for c.1950 one leading onto the 
fields behind Calver House, the other from the Flixton Golf Links and onto the Shaw fields. 
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Eas Brook. 
The Brook is a natural stream running from Hillam Farm area to the Mersey and had it not been for 
the Urmston Drainage Committee it would have been the stream to convey sewerage out of the 
district into the Mersey. They fought to save the brook and for a better sewerage system for 
Urmston. A recent reference to the brook by the Mersey Authority called it a Yazoo. This name 
originates from the Yazoo River on the lower Mississippi USA. A Yazoo typically works to collect 
runoff water from the main river and is lower than the levees close by. Many called it the óTribô 
which was short for Tributary. After major flooding in the 1950s the Mersey and Trib were dredged. 
The banks were raised in height to no avail as it has since broken ground and flooded again. 
 

 
Flixton Eea. Flixton Ees (Eyes) 
This was a tract of land after the Flixton Village and towards Carrington. A large portion was taken up by brickworks later between 
Eea Lane and the Mersey at Carrington. This land became much sort after by the gentry, as arable farm acreage and competition 
was fierce to be an owner.  
 
Eea Lane. 
An extension to Carrington Road which led to the Oulton Brow, then via the Lower Eea and the River Irwell at Irlam. The lane now 
passes as Four Lane Ends and in some cases as Mersey View. 
 
 

¶ Easedale Close. Flixton 
The Close has housing numbered 1-9. 
 

¶ East Way. Davyhulme 
There are 22 properties this way with one found named, it was Kingslea 1953. 
 

¶ Eastwood Avenue. Urmston 1911 
Close to Westbourne Avenue it only had two residences for this age. Information has it that it was expanded in 1939 by a builder 
named Toft. All 25 buildings are residential in todayôs market. 
 

¶ Edale Avenue. Flixton 
This avenue has 32 properties. Edale was once a large land holding of the Shawcross family. The name arrives from the Pennines.  
 

¶ Eddisbury Avenue. Davyhulme 
Built around 1954, there are 87 houses to the avenue. A Cheshire connotation to the óbury. 
 
 

¶ Edgeley Road. Off Church Road 
As well as being the entry to Shaw Hey Farm it had two terraced homes either side but on Church Road dated as c.1900. William 
Edge lived and farmed here, and he gives reason for the calling. Edgeley accounted for two residences of its own these are found 
to be the farm house of today. They were numbered as 2 and 4. A name of Smith is shown for 1938-39 living at No 2 while William 
was still in number 4. After purchasing the land in 1922 he sold it back to Samuel Worthington Wright in 1924. 
 
Shaw Hey Farm. Edgeley Road 

Shown in transactions of 1868 when leased to the Royle family it is 
often mentioned as Lumbs farm, but the correct title was Shaw Hey 
off Church Road. The farm originally comprised of 52 acres it is now 
used by Beseeka for kennels they began the business in 1963. One 
factor always remained for this farm in that it was below the level of 
the Mersey. Flooding occurred many times and, to add to its past 
woe, fire nearly destroyed all in 1966. Before being built the farmland 
there was called The Hey. 

 

¶ Eeasbrook. Urmston 
A newer part of Urmston compared with many places being built in 1983. The homes were 
estimated to cost in the region of £1M to £1.25M, and are units listed as 1-6 and 8-34 with at 
No.7 a series of 34 flats. This particular area was once found to be referred to as The Green 
Queens Road. 
 

¶ Egerton Avenue. Urmston 1894 
The whole avenue was made up of five units each side none of these were named. The name could 
have been associated with either Peter Egerton or the Duke of Bridgewater who was Francis Egerton. 
This became Sumner Way acting as a boundary to the precinct. The avenue is now an entry to the 
new Eden Square and is home to the police station. 
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Ellaston Drive. Urmston 
The drive is home for 7 family abodes. The family name of Ellaston is used for roads and towns all over England. 
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¶ Elm Grove. Urmston 
Houses here 26, were started by a builder named Hosker who purchased land from the Urmston Lodge Estate in 1926 
 

¶ Eltham Drive. Davyhulme 
This short drive has 30 houses. Built on lands once occupied by the Croft Hall Farm. A barn was a dividing mark between the Drive 
and Wycombe Close. For a timeline this was developed in 1958. The London area has an Eltham, as its early calling. 
 

¶ Ely Gardens. Urmston 
The properties number 9 here in total. Ely is a city from Cambridgeshire. 
 

¶ Entwisle Avenue. Davyhulme 
1930 and this avenue came into being the homes are 35 in all and possibly the name arrives from 
a connection to the Norreys family relations. This Avenue was developed by John Waite 
Construction. A house called Carsville was traced for 1943 operating as a business under the 
name of A. B. McMurry and conducting funeral arrangements.  
 
 
 
 

 
The Vicarage. Entwisle Avenue (St. Mary) 
Cornered as of 1929 at Vicarage Road, the Right Honourable Rev. Frank Wilkinson Rideal, who 
was the 1940 Vicar for Davyhulme and Surrogates, placed his faith in this home. A date stone has 
yet to be interpreted for its lettering. (Combined with Davyhulme Road for detail) 
 
30 Entwisle Avenue. 
This was home to Justice of the Peace Mrs. B. E. Bull in 1953. 
 

¶ Esk Close. Davyhulme 
A small Close numbered 1-9. The River Esk appears to be the key with this naming. 
 

¶ Estonfield Drive. Urmston 
The 21 houses here are recent additions to Urmston built about 1997. Found is a field name only for the title. 
 

¶ Exeter Road. Davyhulme 
The 51 properties along this road came at the time of the Lostock Road expansion of 1933, Albert Locke building the majority. 
 
 
 
 
 

F 
 

¶ Fairburn Close. Davyhulme 
The properties here are newly built in comparison to the many in this document being established in 2000. 
 

¶ Fairholme Avenue. Urmston 
There are 19 fair homes listed for the avenue. 
 
 

¶ Falcon Avenue. Urmston 
Birds of a feather, this avenue has 22 residences. 
 
 
 

¶ Falmouth Avenue. Flixton 
Falmouth has a beginning of around 1935 it is made up of 20 houses. Falmouth has Cornish 
derivation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Feeble Lane. (Feeble Street) Flixton 1898           
The Lane only had two homes on the east side. Today it is called Millford Avenue. The two 
occupying residents then were James Edgerley and William Whitehead. 
 
  

¶ Fern Avenue. Flixton 
Once called Beech Avenue, recorded in 1928 as such, it sits off Brook Road. Today it has homes counting to ten in all.  
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¶ Fields, farmers, and land. 
 
Bluebell Woods. 
Every town has its Bluebell Woods and reference has been found for several around Urmston. One 
proven area was that of Booth's Hollow which could be found close to the canal at Woodsend. It is 
backed up by photographic evidence of the Bluebells in full bloom. A cycle ride away from Flixton 
would find you in a Bluebell Woods at the top of the Mile Road. 
 
Boanes.  
John Hyde of Flixton in 1684 leased land called the Boanes. The Lessee was named Richard Smith but where this land or 
homestead could be found was unknown until it was confirmed that Boanes was actually a field naming and on the Flixton Eas 
close to Carrington. When sold again in 1854 it was subject to the allowance of a Mrs. Barlow to remain in the cottage and garden 
for a life interest. A map for 1842-44 indicated Boanes Lane on the Eas. 
 
Bottoms. 
The field that carried the Footpath of legal dispute in 1824-27, the People of Flixton v Squire Ralph Wright. It was to be acclaimed 
as a Public Right of Way for all time. (PRW) 
 
Cattle Arch.                         
The arch, a small wooden structure, it was by the tunnel that went under the railway off Bottoms 
path. It allowed cattle to transfer from the fields on the Church Road side to the Flixton House 
side. Thus, it was also a direct route for access to Flixton Station and the transportation of animals 
to and from the market. The Wright family had fields either side of the railway line like many who 
got caught when it was built. The tunnel is filled in now and the wooden arch has been removed. 
 
Cattle Plague. (Foot and Mouth) 
Since this plague was abundant in the years around 1860 a law was passed in the Manchester Courts of the New Bailey in 1866 
restricting all sellers of agricultural land. Before sale a clearance certificate had to be issued by a designated veterinary to prevent 
the spread of this disease. The named Vet for Urmston and District was J. Rogerson of Crofts Bank. The last official outbreak came 
in 1961.  
 
Field Naming. 

It was a usual practice to name farm fields it would indicate their use, size, or position, about the 
acreage. Long field, Short field, Canal Bank, and Pasture were well incorporated into many farms. 
A field name was as important to the farmer as a street address is today. Some are carried into 
todayôs world because they are of consequence or relevance with regard to established estates. 
When found the details of specific fields are entered accordingly and in their own right. Examples 
are Tree Hay, Far Field, and Meadow, all to be found in Flixton in 1878. Two others date as at 1699 
and were called Tralam and Cawdoe.  

 
Since this entry, over 200 names have been found, too many to include here. Some examples of fields that did influence current 
buildings or places are Bottom, Moss Field, Shaw Hey, Barn Field, West Gate, South Gate, Abbots, White Lake, Wellacre, and 
Golden Hill with many more. 
 
Green Hill. Habitat 
This feature of Flixton is an artificial landscape created on fields near the site of the redundant brickworks. Once known as Ash Hill 
it has been renamed to reflect the regeneration of the area into natural habitat for wild life. The hill is made up from the leftover ash 

from the Carrington power station and general residue from the brickworks.  
 
The return of wild life in the form of fauna and flora is gaining momentum 
every month. All of this land now falls under the Mersey Valley Authority. 
A tree and shrub planting took place in 1997 with a survey regarding 
butterflies following three years later. The figures showed that there were 
21 species of butterfly to be found in this proximity.  

 
Land, Land Owners and farmers. 
The agricultural land in Urmston was shown in 1903 to be light and loamy with a subsoil of clay, the main crops being wheat and 
oats along with large quantities of garden produce. The average farmer held approximately 30 acres. 1904 records that out of 1,564 
acres making up Flixton, 32 of them were water. Another statistic was that the area never rose above sea level higher than 65ft.  
The principle land owners for the district dated 1800 and 1900 were, Stott, Booth, Walkden, Ridehalgh, Goldsworthy, Faulkner, 
Coupe, and Worthington-Wright. The Shawcross name can be included as William and James gathered small plots over the years. 
Competition was fierce to buy land along the Mersey at the Flixton Eas and around Trailham.  
 
Farm land was sold by the acre in general but for building purposes it was by the measured yard. In 1872 you could buy óper yard' 
near to the future railway station in Urmston for two pence and a year later it was three pence. From Surveys of 1212 and 1226 it 
appears that Flixton was held in ownership by two parties. Half belonged to the Crown while the other half to the Barony of 
Manchester. The Crown lands were gradually sold as estates where the Barony handed out portions to Yeomen soldiers in lieu of 
monetary payment. Eventually, all fell to hereditary descendants, churches, or private sale. 
 
Naming farmers for this area would be a daunting task. The Stotts operated many farm complexes as did, Shawcross, Faulkner, 
Massey, Fogg, and Royle. Some more recent names would be Booth, Peat, Woods, Potts, Massey, Close, and Lumb, just to 
mention a few. It is actually believed that there were at least 80 farms in the local area existing at one time or another. Sixty-five or 
more are named and confirmed in this A-Z however problems do arise due to farms taking the holders name as against the real 
name.  
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As market gardening appeared to be the main source of most it is difficult to draw a line between an actual farm and a small 
garden application. Another factor was that several farms were often run by the same farmer it was common. Coupled to this family 
became involved, a Booth member for example, would not be the same Booth at another location but a brother or son. 
 
Land fill sites. 
               Two large areas of Urmston were utilized as dumping grounds, mainly for cinders, those of Kingsway and 

Broadway. Both have seen restricted development other than being used as green space. Due to 
subsidence and a culvert that runs through both it is likely that this will remain so. Kingsway Park 
residents were trying to revitalize their end by tree planting and some cultivation towards an emerging 

recreational use, but this is falling by the wayside. A third fill was to be found at the end of Meadow 
Road, Cob Kiln as it as once known, this has since ended and turned into useful land. 
 

There has been a finding for the local cartage company involved in this movement of ash and rubble from power stations they were 
called Sanders Transport who operated from premises on Barton Road. At the onset the trucks or carts were wooden based, 
regularly catching fire from the hot ash collected. 
 
Potato Crop. 
The valley between the Irwell and the Mersey was adversely affected by a disease to its potato crop for 1846. It 
was regarded as being so bad a declaration stated that any future crops raised doubt as to it being prudent or 
even possible to cultivate potatoes in the neighbourhood again for many years. The cause of this blight was 
never confirmed, and it spread over to Carrington going further afield. No potatoes are grown commercially 
around the area to this day. For all the pesticides, organic growth, and modern technology, potato blight still 
affects the agricultural society of modern times. 
 
Shawcross. 
The family were land owners of note, mostly in the Shaw Town and Church Road area with the lands of Lime Tree Farm on 
Stretford Road thrown in too. Documents show much in the way of land transactions from 1790 right though until the 1960ôs. 
Chassen Road lots appear to be their main holding but there were many other places in the vicinity. Both Edale and Sunningdale 
housing groups were built on their lands. As owners of the Shaw Tithe Barn at one time, along with its surrounding lands, they 
controlled many small leased homes and shops. A recorded date of 1575 is shown for a John Shawcross being born in Shawtown. 
 
Warcock Hill. 
Recently found to be a plot of land or field name which was located near the end of Moss Lane. A land map of 1782 depicts this as 
the singularly named field on the whole of Dumplington Moss for that year. There are many places called this to commemorate the 
1642 Civil War Battle of Warcock Hill. 
 
Worthington Wright Estate. 
In 1935 the UUDC issued details of the lands acquired during the purchase of the Flixton House Estate. It was declared that there 
were 218 acres for future development of amenities. As many as ten farms were incorporated throughout these lands. 
 
Squires Wright.                                                                                                                     

The Wright family as farmers became evident in 1631 when Richard Wright bought his 
first three acres of land. In 1821 the Squires that followed had bought up many acres of 
land at auction including Bottoms, Church field and the Hey. Justice was served 1826 
when Squire Ralph Wright tried to prevent access to public paths in the area, he lost the 
case, and Bottoms Path came to be. The family built and occupied Flixton House where 
they farmed, or leased out, all the lands surrounding it until 1934. Samuel Worthington 
Wright was the last Squire he died in 1934. The Wright family mausoleum became a very 
conspicuous object in the St. Michaelôs church yard. Her Majesty the Queen granted the 
Wright name heraldic recognition in 1847 allowing the display of Arms.  
 

          Ralph                                                                                                                                                                                                Sam  
 
 

 

¶ Filey Avenue. Davyhulme 
There are 14 abodes along the avenue. The Yorkshire town of Filey dates to the Viking era.  
 
 

¶ Fingall Road. Longfield Road 
Eight houses on the north side enclosed this no thoroughfare around 1907.  As at 1928 the count of 8 had increased to 16 with it 
still showing that number today. Out of the 16, each is named with the exception of one and that was No.16. Fingall is a Scottish 
word meaning ófair haired strangerô. Fingall grew and now it has access into Spennithorne Road and the renamed Stamford. 2011 
and the story came out regarding No.16, its name was removed at the time of WWI due to its unfortunate connection of calling to 
Germany. It was called Heidelberg. 
 
Fingall 1909: No.2 Walter Hargreaves. No.4 William Heywood. No.6 Hargreaves Tonge. No.8 Andrew Spittall. 
No.10 Joseph Hatton. No.12 Walter Hunter. No.14 Dudley Strover. No.16 Harold Anderson. 
 
1911: Little changed, William Hanley replaced Dudley Strover in No. 14 Edward Thompson took No. 16 
 
1928 has the fifteen names as mentioned Wilmerdene, Stanromber, Snaefell, Ballure, Argyle Villa, Broom Cottage, Brentwood, 
Kynton, Fremington, Rose Mount, Mebden, Carmelite, Vesteras, Trentham, and Clovelly. 
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Fingall. North Side. 
 
Wilmerdene. 2 Fingall Road 
This home on the righthand side of the road was where John Chapman turned up to live in 1928. 
The first semi of three to the north with Stanromber. 
 
Stanromber. 4 Fingall Road 
Second on the north side for 1928 Herbert Wilson stayed here coupled to Wilmerdene. 

 
Snaefell. 6 Fingall Road 
Hargraves Tonge climbed the mountain to find home here in 1928 from being there since day one. It 
was north with Ballure for company. 
 
Ballure. 8 Fingall Road 
This was the 1928 house of Latimer, George to be precise. It was numbered with Snaefell for a 
mate. 
 

 
Argyle Villa. 10 Fingall Road 

Mrs. Emily Burgess could have knitted socks here in 1928 as she was sitting in this detached. A later 
finding had this renamed as Quinta. Argyle is a diamond checked pattern derived from a Scottish Tartan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Broom Cottage. 12 Fingall Road 
Sweeping clean Joseph Hatton called this his 1928 home, alone as a detached house. Joseph was a 
starter for this home being there since 1907. 
 
 
 
Brentwood. 14 Fingall Road  
The last semidetached and where Alfred Stockdale lived, the house was combined with Heidelberg for 1928. 
 
 
Heidelberg. 16 Fingall Road 

All the homes along this 1900 road carried names; this one was erased 
from memory pre the First World War due to the distinct connection to 
Germany.  
 
The original photo is dated 1907 at a time when it did not matter. The 
house alongside was Brentwood and Tom Partington was 1928 
resident. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fingall. South Side 

 
Kynton. 1 Fingall Road 
This Southside house began a row of 8 along the road in 1928. In residence was Clifford Ryder for 
that year. The associate being Fremington. 
 
Fremington. 3 Fingall Road 
The first semi for Fingall it was where 1928 resident Mrs. Bland became homemaker. He was joined 
with Kynton.  

 
 
Rosemount. 5 Fingall Road 
The home of Edwin Lester for the age of 1928 the house was connected to Mebden as a 
semidetached. 
 
Mebden. 7 Fingall Road 
As number 7 on Fingall the home shows as being where you could find Leslie Taylor in 1928. 
Rosemount went with this semi. 
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Carmelite. 9 Fingall Road 
No.9 was the number for this home in 1928 it belonged to Henry Cowley for the year. No.11, its 
adjoining home, was Vesteras. Carmelites are a religious order connected to Mount Carmel. 
 
Vesteras. 11 Fingall Road 
The home was near to the last down Fingall as Gordon Cluley called it his 1928 home with 
Carmelite as his neighbouring semi. 
 
 

 
Trentham. 13 Fingall Road 
As number 13, unlucky for some, this didnôt matter to 1928 resident James Heaford. Clovelly next 
door felt lucky to be with it. James was a Justice of the Peace and for 1958 still living there. 
 
Clovelly. 15 Fingall Road. 
The last semidetached of Fingall, it was 1928 when it showed Arthur Thomas Pilkington as owner. 
Trentham made the pair.               
        
                                                                                                                      

¶ Firwood Avenue. Urmston 1900 
West of the Avenue were numbered 1-59 and the east 2-58 none bore names. For a date the first 
homes here came around 1894. The Avenue increased its house numbers 1-85 and 2-86 by 
1911. A block numbered 74-86 described the interiors; they each had three rooms down, three 
bedrooms with bathroom and outside wash house. As an avenue it is split into two, one portion 
follows on after an allotment intersecting Bradfield Road. The total for present times is 139 with 
the majority arriving about 1935-37. Information is now showing a couple of houses were utilised 
as shops and this is being followed for more detail. 
 

 

¶ Fishermore Road. Flixton 
The building boom of 1935 gave the basis of the 23 houses on this road. 
 
 

¶ Finance. Banking and Building Societies  
 
ATM Banking.  
Although introduced back in 1967 an Urmston location only became famous in 2003. A faulty machine 
dispensed extra cash with each withdrawal and in a 12-hour period £65,000 was paid out before the 
mistake was found. This kind of dispensing mishap occurred more than once in Trafford. In 2008 and 
again in 2009 money was mistakenly given away. 
 
Banks.  
Banking in the district reflects upon two certain roads, Crofts Bank and Flixton. The first names on the scene were the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Bank with William Deacons. Both occupied buildings in Urmston and Flixton for 1890-1900. Over time 
amalgamations, take overôs and the like, brought new names the odd ones being building societies. The Halifax renowned for its 
position in the field is recognised as a bank today. Some went through many changes, the Lancashire and Yorkshire joined with 
Martins in 1928 only to finish up as Barclays in 1969.  

 
The other main financial house of 
Williams Deacon is now home to the 
Bank of Scotland. Among other 
names, Lloyds, Abbey, Britannia, and 
Nat West, all tend to the needs of the 
public and business currently.  
 

    Martins Urmston 1969                       Martins Flixton 1968                                                                                                  Barclay 1968           
 

One older building became vacant it was once a Midland Bank on the óhigh streetô of Station Road. Coupled to the Liberal Club or 
Gladstone Building in truth, its date of origin is not known but shown in pictures of 1903. The building has been transformed 
especially to the upper most floors and a pairing of shop fronts. Today it is for general commercial use and is occupied. (Detailed 

under its own heading on Station Road) 
 

The Westminster Bank opened its doors in 1836 eventually merging 
with the National Provincial Bank (Est.1830) in 1968. This formed the 
Nat West Bank group until The Royal Bank of Scotland purchased Nat 
West in 2000. Then became regarded as 85% publicly owned. Under 
its various guises the Royal celebrated 100 years of local service as of 
1891 to 1991. The Royal Bank closed its Urmston branch in 2018. 
 

 
   Midland Station Road             Nat West Davyhulme 
 

Changes up to 2019 in Urmston include the closure of the Royal Bank of Scotland, Barclayôs, and Halifax. 
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Halifax Building Society. 
Dated as of 1875 the Halifax suggests it was first for the district. This was closely followed by the Urmston 
and Flixton District Permanent in December 1875. The Perm was offering 5% interest per annum on any 
£50 loan deposit. Along these lines there came another called the Victoria Permanent Benefit Building 
Society for 1896. A trend now is for building societies to change status into full-service banking institutions. 
Notice of closeure came in 2019 for its Urmston branch. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Morrison. David & Son 78 Gloucester Road 
This company advertised that had been established for over 85 years. Certain is that the Halifax Building Society complies with that 
making Morrisonôs claim reasonable. How many years spent in Urmston has not been confirmed only a date of 1954, making 1879 
for its opening, has been traced. 
 
Penny Savings Bank. Attached to the Drill Hall Flixton Road 

 
The Penny Bank, on Flixton Road, had Squire Samuel Worthington Wright for its 
secretary. Established to encourage saving among the younger generation. The Squire 
often visited schools to open accounts or to collect money. This form of saving was also 
introduced for the poor people who could not afford to open bank accounts in the normal 
way in 1882. The books show that 67,000 transactions took place up to 1898. Few know 
what happened to this money.  
 

Up until the Second World War the average person would not have any general banking account as it is 
today. A Post Office savings account could be construed as being the way to go as far as money handling 
was concerned. Postal or Money Orders acted as cheques but for the most part everyone dealt in cash. 
There were occasions where postage stamps could be used to pay for some items. 
 
 

¶ Flixton. 
 
Disputed name origins but thought to be dating back to the Viking era and a name of Flikkie or Flick in 1177. It is a possibility that it 
was known as the land owned by Flick added to Tun or Ton in olde English. Another alternate is Fleece Town but as sheep were 
not well known in the vicinity, it is almost certain that its origins are from a corruption of early tongue. For an early spelling it was 
known as Flyxton in 1610. Population in 1891 was 2,786 and the acreage was 1,564 remembering it incorporated Urmston back 
then. The Lord of the Manor in 1890 was Arthur William Whitnall. A report of 1911 compiled to survey Flixtons history found that the 
names of David de Hulton and the Radcliffe family of Fordsall where the most prominent holders of the land.  
 
A report of 1893 stated Flixton took pride in having no lighting only the time-honoured lanterns were in use. It took until 1901 for this 
to change as in May, 102 streetlamps went on order. 
 
Flixton Parish. 
An extract from documents of the time 1650, state that Flixton Parish from its position has had a quiet and uneventful history. It lies 
out of touch with the old main roads from Manchester to Warrington and to Chester. Only one of its local gentry has taken any 
prominent part in the movements of the day, namely Peter Egerton of Shaw, an active partisan of the parliament during the civil 
war. The Parish had an office on Ambleside Road in 1928 James Henshall was noted as the Clerk. 
 
Flixton Township. 
The township was described in 1890 as being, 2 ¼ miles from east to west, with an average breadth of nearly 1 ½ miles. The 
principle road is that from Irlam and from that road another runs southward to the church. The road continues alongside the Mersey 
to a bridge over the river at Carrington. From the church a second road runs east to join the former one at Urmston. 
 
Pre-1800 Flixton. 
During the trial involving The Wright Estate and the public of Flixton witnesses offered statements declaring how long they had 
been living in Flixton. The time was 30 years, some more but in general this was the average. The trial was dated 1827 and all the 
landmark farms included in the discussion were known to the witnesses. This gives rise to dates of many being around c.1795.  
They included Millatt's Barn; Shaw House, and Shawcross Farm, origin dates for these places have never been traced with any 
accuracy.  
 
One field among these paths and farms is mentioned, called Woe Field. This field has been placed as the ground once occupied by 
the Golf Club House off Penny Bridge Lane where the Bottoms Path has an entry. Flixton children found to be born in 1740 
documentation take the established homesteads even further back. Lark Rise in the Village dates as 1672 and the old Woods 
Cottage on Moorside Road had a date over the door of 1666. 
 
Flixton Band. 

Founded in 1877 the band was on duty for the opening of the 
Manchester Ship Canal in 1894. They stopped playing for a while 
during the depression 1933. It re-formed in 1967 and in 1998 they 
received a Lottery Grant to purchase new instruments and 
equipment. The next step came in 2001 as they took a room in the 
old Brook Road Library for home with the help of the Trafford Council. 
This arrangement reached a conclusion in 2013 forcing them to practice elsewhere. They were 
last known to be in the Coach House at Flixton House. Winners of many prizes the band has 
been a credit to the district and will continue to do so.  
 

The band preforming for the Cottage Hospital Gala.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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¶ Flixton Road. (Cockedge Lane) 
Perhaps one of the longest roads in Urmston it starts at Carrington Road and 
transverses through to Crofts Bank and Station Roads. Some modern maps show it to 
include the Mile Road. Its details are 432 properties of which 71% are residential and 
include 75 flats. Dates for this road range from 1885 to 1995 which include places like 
the Alker Hall, Abbotsfield, schools, and cottages. The Urmston Station is known here 
even though its entry was from Station Road as well. 
 

 
1880. Many houses were still being built at this time Oban Villa (Urban Villa) was established but 
the gap to Moorside Terrace was either unoccupied or under construction. A Rose Street is 
shown leading up to Newton Street this was the origin of Roseneath as it is today. For a 
confirmed date of 1887 a home called Fern Lea was to be found along the road housing the 
Hully family, it had disappeared by 1900. As the picture shows there were no buildings of any 
kind to the south only Moss Farm and its lands. 
 

 

¶ Flixton Road. Urmston 1900 South 
The Railway Station was listed as being here with Moss Farm who was the neighbour to The Hollies. Four small units, The 
Woodlands, The Cedars, The Beeches, and The Ferns arrive at a series of homes before Longfield Road. Seven out of these were 
named, Fairburn Villa, Dee Mount, Sandy Croft, Brier Field, Brantwood, and Moss Field. Across at Longfield Rd are the Longfield 
Cottages, Pear Tree Cottage, Holly Bank, Holly Mount, and Rose Villas which end the south side of the road. 
 
Over the next few years and into 1911 a few of the newer names came into being after Longfield. Next to Sandy was Bromleigh 
with Maple House and Brierfield. Thornfield came next and was the last new naming before Brantwood. Across Spennithorn Road, 
Sunnyhurst and Dingledene were named before the known Holly Bank. Lastly, Rose Villa became Holly Villa. 
 
The 1930s brought the ñNewò garage along the road, Tumbelty & Davies suggested they could supply and service any make of car. 
Molineux and West as a garage came next c.1940-1970 with carpet sales in house for the time being. 
 
 
 

¶ Flixton Road. Urmston 1900 North 
On the north side, 2-12 were shops, known to be established for the 1880's, up to Winifred Road and three more to Urban Villas 
with Alton Villas, then at Lily Street, Moorside Terrace. Roseneath Road claims home to the R C Mission. Oakside fills the gap to 

Wycliffe Road and the Congregational Church. Newton Villas with Lynedoch Mount fit with 
Sunny Side at Newton Road then Sweet Green and Rose Cottage are last at the Flixton 
boundary of Princess Road. 
 
The store at numbers 14-20 was well established as the Co-op by 1911 followed by many shops 
right through to No.110 which had become a doctorôs office called Belmont. One other cottage 
was shown at this time, that of Ivy Cottage at Princess Road. 
 

 

¶ Flixton Road. Flixton 1900 South 
The postal boundary between Flixton and Urmston starts at Lime Avenue with Lymehurst. Davyhulme View is next and at this time 
it reaches to Chassen Road and Abbotsford. There were two shops and one home at the Lime end. The grouping of the Drill Hall, 
Squire Wrights Penny Bank, the Flixton & Davyhulme Conservative Club, and the Flixton Baths come next. With a slight deviation 
of the main road we have Acregate and Thorn Farms. Further down the road are Junction Cottage, Park House, and Flixton House.  
The old Tithe Barn was already converted into shops now. Along with its coal yards the Flixton Station is before Hawthorne View at 
the Grove where crossing over we add Stocks Terrace to end Flixton Road. The original Sandown Cottages are shown in 1911 
next to the wine retailer. (Bird in Hand later) In addition were the Brook Side Cottages which sat close to Alice Ann Terrace. 
 
 

¶ Flixton Road. Flixton 1900 North 
After crossing from Urmston into Flixton the first address is Flixton Cottage. From here there is 
nothing until the small farm of The Willows. The Mill housing of Stotts called Moss Field 
reaches all the way to Brook Road where Alice Ann Terrace went to Alderley Road. Only two 
houses are found from here and past Delamere to Whitelake Avenue. Whitelake House and 
the Smithy corner Irlam Road.  
 
On to Pears Fold and a Timber Yard which ends here with Rose Cottage. Apsley Terrace 
comprised of six living spaces with Woodbine at Western Road and Reade House. Four 
shops in a row take it to the bridge and Stocks View is the last residential abode.                                                                                                                   
    

                                                   
At Brook Road and just before Alice Ann Terrace two homes are in existence as of 1911, Thorne Leigh and Lymden. The Institute 
had been built at Delamere Road and although it was on Irlam Road the Holly House was shown as Flixton Road. The Timber Yard 
is named by its owner as Hulmes, and the Liberal Club had opened prior to Apsley Terrace. A home named Appledore is shown to 
exist on the road in 1948 and it is from an unknown address. 
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¶ Flixton Road shops by number. 1898-1928 
 

North side from Crofts Bank Road 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 2 North 
Although Burgons Shop was located as the first building on Flixton Road it was addressed 
as Crofts Bank allowing Clifton and Kersley the Coal Merchant to take number 2 in 1898. 
They remained in this tiny shop until a Tobacconist called William Restall, once on Crofts 
Bank Road, moved in. Noted there in 1928 and through to 1940.  
 
Addressed as 4a in 1938 Joseph Barber took the shop for hairdressing. Next door to the hairdresser, Colebourn Maison followed 
suit and operated as a hairdresser too and is shown as 6a in 1938. Both businesses were located in fact before the number of 4 
down this road. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 4 North 
William Taylor Provisions operated here for 1898. Moving from Crofts Bank Road in 1919 Robert Blomley introduced his Butcher 
shop with it still showing for 1927. A bakery came next with 1938 Price Bros. Ltd. opening. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 6 North 
1898 brothers, Bradley, ran a Drapery business until 1903 when Mary Jane Burgess brought her ideas for Home Furnishing. The 
Mayo Brothers continued with this for 1909 to 1911 when Cash & Co went for Boot and Shoe distribution. By the time 1928 arrived 
Miss Beatrice Hebb was selling Baby Linen.  
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 8 North 
The well-known Photographer and Stationer James Wride moved in for 1898. At this time, he offered the option of a News Agency 
as well staying the distance to 1928 and on. 
 
Numbers 6-8. This pair combined as one for late 1930 period as Boots Chemist filled the premises. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 10 North 
Cycling was well in vogue for 1898 so William Taylor exploited this by opening a Bicycle Dealership with repairs. 1903 showed 
Arthur Lawrence deciding Tobacco was a better deal. Mrs Emma Lawrence took name for 1909 and showed ten years later as still 
there. Eventually the address for 1928 had become Taylor and Co which included No.12 making a much larger store selling 
Grocery. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 12 North 
Jane Hopwood ventured into Glass & China for 1898 followed by Miss Beatrice Hebb in 1903, this before transferring to No. 6 later 
with her Baby Linen and ladiesô undergarments. As mentioned under No. 10 this shop was to be include with Taylors Grocery 
c.1928 and through into 1940. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 14-20 North 
A major player in the commercial district of Urmston arrived here for 1901 a triple front shopping experience to be known for years 
to come, the Eccles and District Co-operative Society under the banner of the Winifred Road Branch. A Grocer, Draper, Butcher, 
and including a library, brought Urmston into modern times. The store gave the appearance of expanding with its numbering for 
1938 as 14-24. Only a shopping precinct of the 1960ôs brought it down. 
 
Winifred Road. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 22 North 
Across Winifred Road the numbering continued, if slightly awry, documents show 1903 as the next shop inline back as No 18 with 
Bradbury Brothers into general Drapery. 1909 corrected this informing the address as No.22 but without further record. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 24 North 
The Cycle business of William Taylor turned up at this shop for 1903 making it a fact he had moved from number 10 and his 
beginnings. At this time William was also a local Gunsmith. It is not clear, but W. Taylor & Co became a 1919 Grocer here, the 
same Taylor who was at Numbers 10-12 by 1928. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 26 North 
Edward Fielding came into play as of 1903 he specialised in Fruit until David Lindsey altered course for Tobacco around 1919. 
 
After the confusion, of the Co-op taking the first shops after Winifred Road, the numbering returned at number 28. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 28 North 
A Furnisher called White worked this shop in 1901 he had disappeared by 1919. Only in 1928 does a change turn up with 
Seymour Mead Co. having a Grocery branch here. A change again for 1938 with R. R. Minton & Co. Paint manufacture and supply 
operating from here. They included a date of establishment of 1930 in their title. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 30 North 
Mary Restall was baking for her Confectionery shop in 1909 the cook off continued to 1928 under the hands of Mary Stevenson. 
Longôs followed with the trade during 1938-39 with Albert Booth as the confectioner. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 32 North 
1909 Baker, Albert Shaw, carried the shop into 1928 terming his efforts as a Confectioner. He was baking way into 1940. 
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Flixton Road. Shop No. 34 North 
Milliners for 1909 Misses Tyson and Eckersall were taking their shop forward until the name of Hugh Cook became known for 
1928 retailing as an Outfitter. His shop included number 36 for this year. Timpson shoes arrived and dated as 1938, officially 
called William Timpson Limited. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 36 North 
Fancy Dealing was the occupation of Jane Moore in 1909 and in 1919 it was Alice Webbôs turn as an Outfitter until the 
amalgamation of the shop into Cooks c.1928. Webb was still around for 1939 with Hugh Cook. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 38 North 
The large leap in numbering at this time with George Wills and his Confectioners found here in 1898. A possible answer would be 
the conversion of homes into shops beginning and new building taking place between Winfred and Grosvenor Roads. (Lily Street) 
George finished up located as number 42 by 1909. A 1939 Chemist showed up his name was Frank Stuart as next in line, he was 
dispensing into mid-1950. J. H. Sherwood was also a pharmacist at this number. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 40 North 
William Ruscoe carried on the business of a Draper here in 1898. The next information here was for 1909 Frederick Marsden held 
an Iron Mongers for this time. Thereafter it fell to Mrs Alice Marsden to look after the place 1928 and through 1935. It was the turn 
of James B. Marsden thereafter into 1940. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 42 North 
The reference offered under shop No.38 tells of the change in numbering where here is now recorded George Wills and his 
Confectionery shop in 1909. This suggests that they are one and the same shop renumbered. Confirmed for 1939 with George 
still there in his bakery. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 44 North 
1909 Stephens and Briggs were Drapers but for 1911 the owner was John Furness. A different tack as 1919 owner Herbert 
Andrew went into Stationery, Mrs Amy Andrew running the shop in 1928 to 1940. 
 
 
The Villas of Oban, and Alton, changed much at this point of Flixton Road as they were progressively altered into shops. 
1909-1911 Winifred to Grosvenor numbers became 22-60. 
 
 
Flixton Road. 46-48 Oban Villas North 
Directories show the Villas as homes for 1879 with a first real indication of an alteration coming in 1911. At this time 46 became a 
furnisher under John Furness and 48 William Davies had a Green Grocery. For 1919 John had gone and Thomas Kemp tried his 
hand at Grocery. By 1928 the Grocer was Walter Robinson and Mr Davies were still offering Greens. They continued into 1940. 
 
Flixton Road. 50-52 Alton Villas North 
As it was with Oban Villas the house gave way around 1911 for shopping space. Miss Jennie McCray became a Ladies Outfitter 
and her neighbour Miss Elizabeth Warburton a Dress Maker. A reversion to residential for number 50 in 1919 as Jennie continued 
to Outfit. 1928 had now a Miss Jane Redmond in place of Jennie and the British & Argentine Meat Co had No 52. For all their fancy 
title they were a Butchery Chain of stores. 1939 had Jane fitting out ladies as before but Edward Finnerty now ran as a 
Fishmonger from No. 52. 
 
 
More shops were added for the next period of 1938 to 1940. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 54 North 
Ernest Staley was doing Boot Repairs as of 1938 here. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 56 and 56a North 
Harry Tonge repairing boots alongside the same business as his neighbour for 1938 he could be found in the 56a part of this shop. 
In the other was Mrs. Rebecca Stone offering Outfitting. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 58 North 
Frances Patchett, Milliner was the 1938 shop here with Frances Broadbent as proprietress and known through to 1945. 
 
Grosvenor to Roseneath followed here as Moorside Terrace went commercial c. 1935. Scant details of the shops 
beginning designations are available at this time. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No.60 North 
Decorative Materials Supply Co. became the first found for here as of 1938. The fancy title only meant wallpaper was for sale. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 62 North 
Silcock and Son, 1938 Fruiters of renown who went to Crofts Bank Road later in time. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 64-66 North 
Campbell Teale brought Drapery to this section of the road in 1938. 
 
Flixton Road. Shop No. 68 North 
A house furnisher called Harry Partington held this 1938-39 shop. 
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Flixton Road. Shop No. 70 North 
A 1939 Grocer worked from here he was Joseph Turnstall. For 1953 this was a shoe shop under the name of Pickering. 
 
Flixton Road. Moorside Terrace North 1898 
This originally was the only shop to be found at this location No. 76 as a Grocer in 1898 Mrs Mary Amery could be traced for the 
period. This was the last and only shop to be in place at the corner of Roseneath Road. George Fairbarn carried it forth in 1909 and 
Henry Ball in 1919. Enough of the grocery, Henry applied for a licence c.1928 and opened the shop Retailing Beer. 
 
To Roseneath Road 
 
Flixton Road. Roseneath to Wycliffe Roads. North side 
 
A mixture of homes and commerce took precedence here around 1940. 
 
No.80. Gilbert Gager was a tailor, but it is not clear if he had a shop.  
No 82-86. Private dwellings. (1907 J. Riley taught music here) 
No 88. Mrs Margaret Thomas sold wool as a merchant. 
No.92. Sydney Goodwin had Leather goods for distribution. 
No.94. Arthurs Fruiters followed with no other detail other than he had a second shop at 71 Stretford Road. 
No.96. E. J. McGrath the cycle distributer who moved to Station Road. 
 
Newton to Glenhaven Road. 
 
The small block established here included Edmond McGrath as a grocer, Jack Bamford selling bicycles, and Nicholson who had a 
lady outfitting shop. Across Glenhaven there were two shops, a butcher named as Wade Wood and a grocer called Mrs. Elizabeth 
Louisa Bailey. When completed there were three shops each side of Glenhaven built by Ken Moffatt in 1935. 
 
A row of shops had now been built in or around 1936-38 between Mayfair Avenue and Princess Road. 
 

Mrs. Mary Green, Grocery 
Hugh Evans, Pastry (There into 1955) 
Mrs. Nora Blake, Gents hairdresser 
Reuben Sandler, Chemist 
Mrs Caroline Butterfield, Greengrocer (Est.1927) 
Clifford Cooper, Butcher 
Wilfred Toft, Confectioner 
Robert Broadbent, Grocer 
Harry Prince, Tobacconist 

 
                                                                  
Princess to Victoria Road also carried shops. The present shows they no longer exist, but they were: 
Geeôs Greengrocery, Miladys Hairdressing, Peters Ladies outfitting, and Flixton Road Wine Store. Hereafter the next shops to be 
found were included with Mossfield Terrace. No.124 in 1953 was noted for a shop called the Fashion Salon. For this same time H. 
L. Burges took the Princess Road corner as a grocery. 
 
Flixton Road South conversions of homes to shops. 
Up until about 1930 the buildings south on Flixton Road were residential, time was to change that as the homes were converted 
into shops. Only some of these were named and without reference it was a calculation as to which they were. The survey map 
available for 1928 shows them to be found between Roseneath and Wycliffe Road on the south side, it accounts for six where only 
five were known as named. Later detail added another name. 

 
 
The closest shown to Faburn Villa is where this exercise begins and progresses towards Urmston Station: 
ñThe Fernsò This is the only one mentioning a shop for the time of 1928 and it was a Grocer and Butcher. 
It carried the name of Fern Lea in 1898. 
 
                                                                                ñThe Firsò in 1898 

      ñThe Beechesò                                  ñThe Cedarsò                           ñThe Woodlandsò                            ñThe Holliesò 
 

 
 
     
 

 
 

                                 
These named homes are identified to show they did exist as residential and were the basis of general shopping today along this 
portion of Flixton Road. In addition, the examples of Oban, Alton Villas, and Moorside Terrace across the road on the north side 
followed suit. For the south side of Flixton Road the only shops existing hereafter were at Davyhulme View. Once the shops began 
to appear down Flixton Road the south side grew as well. From almost prefabs to homes being rebuilt ñanything goesò could have 
been the saying of the late 1930ôs. The architecture is so varied it went from art deco to óye oldeô houses and on into the new. 
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The very first shop for Flixton Road on the south side belonged to Thomas Dunn a boot and 
shoemaker. First shop by location No. 3 (The station addressed as No.1) and first by year 
1898. Thomas sold out to Henry Goodwin who was in the same business. By 1918 he had 
added a second shop No.5 as a confectionary outlet. In the world of 2014, it would have sat 
opposite the entry into Eden Square at the position of the clock. 
                                                                                                                                       Goodwin to the left 

Flixton Road. South 1938-39 
The Railway Station begins with Isaac Bosley as Station Master. 
 
Number 1. Goodwin Ltd. Mending shoes. 
              3. Greenhalgh Ltd. Cleaners. 
            9-11. Joseph Crook & Sons. Clothiers. 
              13. Arnold Maison. Ladies hairdresser. 
              15. Seymour Mead Co. Ltd. Butcher. 
              17. Seymour Mead Co. Ltd. Grocer. 
           19-21. Stretford & District Gas Board showrooms. 
 
Coronation Building. A calling traced only from the 1938-39 directories. The Coronation of 
King George VI would account for this in 1936. As this is shown directly after the Gas 
Showroom it is easy to place. Three places here separated: 
 
1. John Crocket Ltd. Dyers 
2. Watsonôs. Optician. 
3. Henry Horner. Tobacco. (Including photography by 1944) 
 
The shops continued with 
 
Number 27. Ernest Horrocks. Dairy. 
           29-41. Tumbelty & Davies Ltd. Motor Engineers. (Garage) 
              43. Wilkes Radio. Wireless Distributers. 
              45. Robert Allen. Plumber. 
              47. F. A. Gent & Co. Paint manufacture. 
              49. Household Stores. Hardware. (W. L. Cornish & sons 1950) 
              51. Bramall. Hairdresser. Miss May Bramall. 
              53. Bramall. Ladies Outfitting. Miss. Betty Bramall. 
              55. Sydney Young. Fried Fish. 
           57-61. Vacant. (Awaiting the Electric Showrooms to be built c.1939)  
 
63-81. Varied occupations were entered in directories, but it is not known at this time if they were as shops or homes. There       are 
shops to be found today however, this was a time of conversion and casts doubt for entries that do not carry confirmation, they 
have been omitted. One name has been found that of Thomas R. Kemp a butcher at 67 from 1908 to 1917 and at 89 a Real Estate 
office for Edward Vickers was shown for 1949.  
 
Abbotsfield. Flixton Road  

Built by James Stott in 1889 as a personal residence, it was utilised as a hospital during the 
Second World War and now houses the present day Flixton Conservative Club. The structure is 
made from semi-glazed brick and is two stories in height. A bowling green is included in this 
complex which has been altered with additions at the rear. Prior to the club taking these premises it 
was subject to a proposal from the Communist Party of developing the house into accommodation 
for six families. A date stone confirming the date and ownership for the original home is mounted 
on this building. This James Stott 1852-1934 was a descendant of the first James 1829-1858. In an 
unrelated event John A. Stott passed away here in 1919.  

 
Abbotsfield Civilian Hospital. 
The conversion began in 1939 as the Lancashire County Council made preparation to fill the void left by 
Park Hospital becoming a military hospital. This lasted until 1946 when it was to be returned to the 
rightful owners, the Conservative Club. The Conservative Club installed a commemorative plaque on a 
wall of the building in 1995. This to recognise the work of the dedicated hospital staff that worked there 
during WW2. 
 
Abbotsfield Walkers. (Abbotsfield) 
The Fell Walkers were formed in 1996 as a walking group based at the Flixton Conservative Club. 
There is another walking society called Moorside, but their detail is unknown. Both were associated 
with the Peak and Northern Footpath Society, they are believed to have amalgamated into a 
Trafford group. 
 
Flixton Conservative Club. (Abbotsfield) 

The Flixton and Urmston & District Conservatives were first to be found in the terrace of 
Mossfield at No. 262-282 this was in 1878. Taking up residence later alongside the Cotton 
Mill and Baths on Flixton Road as of 1883. The first Chairman was Adam Stott with the 

President Robert Norreys. They were to move over and take occupation at Abbotsfield just as war broke out. This was delayed as 
the temporary hospital there took precedence and they only moved in 1946. Now known as Flixton Conservatives, Urmston has its 
own branch in Eden Square. 
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Urmston Chess Club. (Abbotsfield) 
Check this board game out at their home of the Flixton Conservative Club as they have been around for many 
years. The club has won the prestigious Stockport League Wahltuch Trophy several times 1970-71 2001-02 
and 2012-13. Earlier in 1954 the club won the Hartley Trophy in the Manchester and District Association 
League. The club standard is high, but beginners are always welcome.                                                                                                                
   
                                                                                                                                                  Wahltuch Trophy   
                                                                                                                                                                       

Albemarle House. 350 Flixton Road 
This is the current name given to the house built in 1908 with a beginning as the Flixton Institute. For many years it was home to 

the Flixton Youth Club before being commandeered for renovation and other use. In 2010 it was 
for Education purposes. The change of name from the Flixton Institute came about following the 
publication of the Albemarle report, published in 1960, chaired by Lady Albemarle. The report was 
concerning the future of the Youth Service, its expansion and professionalism in its place within the 
education system. It brought forward the ideas of properly trained professional leaders working with 
young people. With the introduction of a fulltime youth leader employed by the local Education 
Authority the old institute was refurbished and re-named as The Flixton Centre. It now caters to 
children who are not receiving education due to difficulties found in normal school placement. 

 
Institute.  
First recorded as being the Flixton Womenôs Institute, the architect was W. M. Longworth. In 1908 the foundation stone was laid 
by Squire Wright. As an Institute it replaced an earlier version that sat along Woodsend Road south of the Wesley Mission. This 

building was later altered to be Flixton Boys Club. To be a member one had to be over 14 years of 
age, but the club became open to both boys and girls in its latter years. During the First World War 
it was transformed into a hospital to operate in conjunction with Wibbersley around the corner on 
Irlam Road. The renovated centre (2005) was working under a ñStarting out Projectò which was to 
help teenagers apply for work placement. Presently the use is for education with the building 
carrying the name of Albemarle House. The Urmston Womenôs Institute currently meet at the St. 
Clementôs Church. 
 

 
Flixton Youth Club.                          
Started life in the Flixton Institute and offered a place for the youth to congregate. There was music and dancing, snooker, darts, 
table tennis, all available to occupy young minds. Soccer featured and many trips were organized to places of interest. Names to 
remember here would be c.1940 William Newton, with for around 1950-60 Jim Kirkbright and Ernie Strath for their dedication to the 
youth of the area. The building, which closed in 2002, has been remodelled for other use (2005) and the Youth Club no longer 
functions from this corner of Delamere Road. The club was linked to the Youth Hostel Association around 1944. 
  
Alice Ann Cottage. Flixton Road 
The cottage is to be found slightly before Alderley Road in a small block called Brookside that would have preceded the terrace of 

the same name. By its architecture this cottage was built before the terrace, but it was never noted in 
directories by this name. Its naming arrived later due to the fact it was situated close to the terrace and 
had nothing to do with the neighbour for the time.  
 
Deeds show it had origins as early as 1796 way before most along this part of Flixton Road. The 
property was sold by James and Edward Bethell of Crofts Bank to Robert Wilcock at that time. 1798 an 
Indenture reads that Robert then sold the cottages along there to James Kay. The tenants for that time 
were Robert Giddy, Robert Bennett, and Robert Valentine. 
 

 
Alice Ann Terrace.  Flixton Road                                                                   
Who Alice Ann was, has not been established but this clutch of five terraced homes were in 
between Brook Road and Alderley Road in 1880. Samuel Beck was recorded as living in one of the 
homes for that year which helped with a first dating. James Alderson could be found in a second of 
the homes he died there again giving the date. It had one of the Joseph Holdsworth Butcher shops 
as a neighbour along with Thomas Neville Grocery store in another. Thomas lived in the Brookside 
Cottages that followed on from the Alice Ann Terrace as noted for 1901. Speculation has a builder 
called Bennett living here in the 1881 census his wife was named as Alice Ann. 
 
Alker Hall. Flixton Road                                   

Dedicated to John Alker its foundation stone was laid in 1926 and the building officially opened in 
1927. This hall was always to be an ex-servicemenôs club. In 1940 preparation was made to 
house refugees to be accommodated here should it be needed. It has two floors and is made 
from brick, inside the hall was a chapel licensed to perform marriages. The frontage has been 
altered from gardens to parking bays but still sports a bowling green and gardens alongside. 
There are commemorative stones each side of the front door and its official name is the John 
Alker Memorial Hall.  
 

 
Found was that the hall became home for the local Owner Occupiers Association in 1938. Rev. Fr. P. M. Bates of St. Monica held 
services there 1950 until the Church could be built on Irlam Road. A wartime clinic was housed here while Park Hospital was in the 
hands of the military. 
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Alker Hall Caretaker. (Stewards as a later calling)                                                              
All caretakers for the hall were accommodated in a small cottage that nestled in before the Bowling 
Green. This cottage sat on the site of ground where the look alike Hathaway Cottage used to be. 
Peter Haywood for 1938 then Albert and Maud Hamlett took the job of looking after the hall and 
bowling green in 1942, staying there until c.1960. (Renovation of the cottage took place in 2005) 
The area for this cottage was called Peers Fold in 1840 whereas some documents referred to it as 
Pears Fold. The cottage was demolished as of 2014. 
 
 
 

 
Alker Hall. Flixton Ex-Service Menôs Club.  
The club took home at the John Alker Memorial Hall as from the time it was built in 1927. Not only offering the hall as a recreational 
facility it acts as a function room for public hire. The social side includes golf, darts, bowling, snooker, dominoes, complete with a 
stage to produce entertainment of all kinds. There is a standing covenant covering the use of the hall in this regard, the only proviso 
is that if membership falls below 40 the hall can be repossessed by local council. 
 
Alton Villa. 50-52 Flixton Road 

As a building it arrived in 1879 with a second named as Oban Villa. Living there in 1881 were 
Messes Athorn and Oddy. Neighbouring Urban Villa, Alton sat on the corner of Lily Street, the 
occupants for 1898 were at No.50 Elizabeth Warburton who was a dressmaker and her neighbour 
was Rudolph Schilling. Both at this time were residential only. Many of Urmstons first shops along 
Flixton Road were conversions from residential buildings as it was these. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Appledore. 103 Flixton Road (Avondale) 
This house dates with Glenesk with land exchanges of around 1810. Only by 1928 does it appear with Mrs Ellen Pearson resided in 
Avon. William Bowles and Herbert Pearson were joined by Mrs. Frances Mary Sheard all noted as in Avondale for the latter time.  
 
Apsley Terrace. (Aspeley) 394-402 Flixton Road Urmston 

Many names associated here in 1881 but one in particular is of interest that of Gilbody. This name 
was associated with Urmston for years to follow in the like of Gratrix, both olde local names. The 
name Apsley is Anglo-Saxon and means óAspen woodô which belongs to the Willow family of trees. 
The accommodation here suited four families, one added alongside as a provision and bake shop. 
1830 is the best date found for origin at this time where it is mounted with the name of the first 
home, 402 Duck Cottage. One other of this group is named that of Apsley Cottage at number 396. 
Plumbing was the occupation of J. T. Williams who worked from the terrace in 1905. 
 

 
Art Galleries. 114 Flixton Road & Stretford Road 
A brave attempt to open an Art Gallery along Flixton Road came in 1996. The owner invested in an old bicycle shop and called it 
óThe Crown of the Wild Olive.ô The idea was to exhibit local un-recognised artistôs work as a steppingstone towards better things. In 
another attempt to bring the art world into Urmston a gallery was opened carrying the famous name of Frances Lennon, this too 
closed at its Stretford Road location close to the old Billiard Hall.  
 
Avondale. 103 Flixton Road 
Ellen Pearson was the first found in 1928 she gave way to 1938 Herbert Pearson who shared at this time with Mrs. Frances 
Sheard. She was already here with the Pearsons at the earlier date. The true name appears to be that of Appledore and lost 
around mid-1930. 
 
Bamford Jack. Flixton Road 
Competitor of McGrath in the cycle business Jacks shop was on Flixton Road throughout the 1950's. He was also the local agent 
for Hornby and Trix Twin model railway trains. Having brought his style of business to the district in 1919 he operated two shops. 
By 1944 he newly opened on Flixton Road and later a second at Woodsend which catered for appliances, TV, and radios.  
 
Beeches. 55-57 Flixton Road 
William Mabbott and Henry Sidebottom lived in this semi for 1898 which was better known as The Beeches on the south side 
 
Belmont. 130 Flixton Road 
The house bearing this name in 1882 took its place close to where Glenhaven Ave is today. The possibility of it being earlier c.1875 
is not discounted. It was a five bed, with three living-rooms complete with coach house and stable. Edwin Quayle JP. MRCS. LRCP. 

LSA, who was a Physician became the first recorded here in 1901 his business was healthy until 
1928 and Dr. Sydney Adams Winstanley moved into town to take over the patients. Dr. Michael 
Winstanley 'Baron of Urmston' ran his term of practice from this home.  
 
For the present it was being used as a day nursery called under the Bright Futures group. It was 
scheduled to close in 2010 with an undisclosed future, till now 2017, it appears to be in reprieve. 
Belmont is French for óBeautiful Mountainô. 
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Bird iôth Hand. Flixton Road 
The first name for this establishment was The Bird in Hand and it has been corrupted to its present 
calling. The history of the pub was somewhat shrouded by a lack of any detail. It is rare to find any 
mention of the place in historical directories and the same going for survey maps, often indicated but 
not named. 1879 brought the Beer House to attention being sold with four 
cottages adjoining called Acregate. 
 
Ambrose Smith was proprietor from the files of 1881, he was granted 
permission to rebuild the pub in 1898 as the building had been in existence 
for over two hundred years. This suggests it followed the pattern of being 

nothing more than a small cottage or house as it was with many hostelries of the local past. His 
application for a full licence in 1898 was refused after the Roebuck and the Greyhound opposed the 
idea. The building, a third bigger than the present, went ahead to completion in that year and included 
an Off Licence alongside. 

 
In 1901 Henry Thomas Street was a beer retailer at this address and by 1905 it changed to William 
Edwards. Up until this time the pub had still been refused a full licence. This gent is recorded as being 
landlord in 1926 of the now named Bird in Hand. Mrs. Julia Sophia Edwards became the 1938 
proprietress. A bowling green has been removed in more recent times for parking area. The Wibbersley 
and Thorne charity group originated from this pub collecting donations for Christieôs. 
 
The window was vandalised and never replaced. 

 
Birnham. Flixton Road 
First noted in the 1881 census, it was the abode of the Robertson family. Hereafter it was not located or seen of again and further 
detail is unknown. 
 
Bradbury Drapers. Flixton Road  

Sitting on the corner of Winifred Road this 1905 shop was possibly selling Children's clothing as it 
advertised for Little Wonders. The shop was run by brothers who also manufactured clothing and 
ribboning through into the 1920ôs. 
 
 
 
 

 
Brantwood. 91 Flixton Road (South) 
The tenant for here in 1898 was James Fielden Uttley. This is a semidetached with Mossfield as 
its neighbour. The house was the closest to the Hughenden but built slightly before it arrived to 
complement the road. The home carried six bedrooms, two entertaining rooms, a box room, 
kitchen, scullery and pantry, bath with two w côs, and was cellared. Spacious lawns and garden 
showed as a feature. 
 
Brentwood. Flixton Road 

This large block of flats was built on the site of the place simply called Cottage. It belonged to the 
family of William Smith who rented it out to the famous missionary Dr. Moffat. This was 
demolished in the 1930ôs. In 1953 it was announced that all 28 flats built there had been taken. 
 
 
 
 

 
Brierfield. 87 Flixton Road (South) 
1898 had Emile Albert Ehlinger as the earliest known then James MacMuun was homeowner for 
1901. Partnered with Thornfield this pair still support their named gate posts as they sit directly 
across from Newton Road.  
 
 
Britannia. Flixton Road                                                                

The Whitegates Tavern c.1950 traded under the better-known name of the Britannia Inn. This was 
until 2004 now another local bar has occupancy. This was first of two premises for the local gas 
offices and showroom in earlier days and before, it the showroom, was moved to Station Road. 
Under the ownership of Clarinbridge Pub Company it was renovated in 2000 with the pledge to 
retain its outward heritage no matter what the interior was to foresee. After many name changes 
2015 had it back as the Britannia. Under new ownership once more for 2016 it will be renamed yet 
again. 
 

 
British & Argentine Meat Co.   
This company operated from 52 Flixton Road in 1926-28. The butchery was a part of a chain of shops throughout Britain which was 
formed around 1914. They later became Union Cold Storage the largest retailer of this kind in the world for the era. 
 
 
 



    142 
 

 
 

Bromleigh. 79 Flixton Road (South) 
This is a semidetached house along the road but today hidden from view. It connected with Maple 
House as a later addition to the row at this point of the road being built around 1908. The home 
showed to have Frederick William Bromley (Bromleigh) as the owner which suggests he named it. 
Frederick was involved in the business of manufacturing cosmetics. His continuance to live here is 
noted through to 1928. 
 
Brookside. Flixton Road  
Two places became available here for sale in 1924 each contained a shop. The detail followed as; living room, three bedrooms, 
scullery, cellars, outside toilet and coal place. A two stalled stable was available for both. At the time they were in the hands of Mr. 
Walker and Mr. Newton. These were almost an extension of Alice Ann before Alderley Road and appear to have been removed 
shortly after this date c.1928-30. 
 
 
Brookside Cottages. Flixton Road 
These two cottages came between Alderley and Delamere Roads. The cottages were built well 
before the dates being found of around 1895. They survived to the time Trevor Road was 
established 1930 each with accommodation for double families. 
 
Broomlea. Flixton Road 

A placing for this house would be between Spennithorne and Lime Avenue and at the time of 1926 it 
had Henry Hartley living in it, he remained into 1940. As a Semidetached the partner was 
Sunnyhurst.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cash & Co. Flixton Road 1900                                                                 
Many old photographs of Urmston show advertising signs for this company. They appear to have 
had several locations over time and their business was as a óBoot & Shoeô dealership. 
 
 
Chadwick. (The) 34 Flixton Road 

Once a double fronted Timpson shoe store it was converted into a bar and named after Roy 
Chadwick. The owners, Barracuda Group, wanted a locally known name for its title when the bar 
was officially opened in 2005 it closed as of 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clifton & Kersley Coal Co. Ltd. 2 Flixton Road 
As number two this coal merchantôs office led off business offerings along the road. Dated as 1898 F. W. Houldsworth ran it as an 
agency. The tiny shop today is known as the Kiosk.      
 
Congregational Church.                  
Flixton Road became home for the first structure it was built in September 1879 at a cost of £3000 as up until then, services were 
held in a small building on Roseneath Road c.1840. Mainly as a schoolhouse and church it was to last until 1900. The true church 
being built in 1901 and the foundation stone for this building was laid by Henry Lee in 1880. The architecture, by Waddington & Son 
of Manchester, was Gothic revival finally being removed in 1979 although never finished to the original plans. One portion of the 
congregation joined with the Presbyterian followers and formed the United Reform Church in 1972. A further group joined in with 
the Greenfield Baptist Church in 1976. The design, architecturally magnificent, was beyond saving due to dry rot which had first 
been reported in 1963. The Church was affectionately called the óCongyô by locals. During the life of the church a Sunday school 
was added to the left of the main building, this was a design of R. F. Tolson. 
 
 
     
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
            
 
                       The design.                                                      No spire.                                         The end including the school. 
 
The first application to build on the vacant site was rejected in 1976 the reason being too many flats. This was scaled down and 
eventually approved by council. 
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Cotton Mill. (Stotts) 
Built by the Stott brothers, the mill stood on Flixton Road from 1851 until 1935. Probably the major 
provider for work around, the mill incorporated its own housing sites for its employees. A portion of 
the mill grounds was later built as a Drill Hall in 1873 and it remained as such even after the main 
buildings had been removed. A modern version followed which was occupied by the Territorial Army 
after the war these barracks still stand today but now used as a school. 
 
A fire at the Mill in 1879 nearly ended employment for a multitude of workers. The office, warehouse, 
and two weaving sheds were lost. Fortunate for all, the mill continued although much product had to 
be sold off as damaged. 
 
Adam and James Stott built and ran the business providing many associated homes and much 

employment until 1935. When James died his younger brother, John 
became the partner to continue the family connection.  
 
The 1895 Pigot Directory states they manufactured ñFancyò mattress 
and sunblind materials. Nearer to the mills demise it had changed over to clothing materials to 
increase the provision of jobs for a declining local industry of loom weaving. The mill at its peak 
employed 400 people, not too well known was that it became the second mill built by the Stotts the 
other was in Stockport and called Atlas Mill. A well, 300ft deep supplied the four reservoirs which 
were already supplemented by the natural stream there along what was to become Bowfell Road. 

 
The mill began to lose profitability and in 1911 a first attempt to sell up was initiated. Again in 1929 
it was offered for sale. The inventory brought forward was huge and its detail ran into several 
pages. The package included the sale of the mill itself along with Mossfield, Shaw View, the 
Conservative Club, baths, cottages, and a dairy. Also included were the reservoirs behind Mossfield 
which brought the lot to a total of 22,434 sq. yards in all.  

 
Some detail included a weaving shed, three story preparation building, 
two story die house, two fireproofed finishing rooms, stock rooms, and 
a pump house. The drill hall followed with a mechanics shop, boiler house including three boilers, 
engine room, power plant, and a water system. There were several pages involved in listing plant and 
equipment but to cap it off, a chimney. The Atlas Mill was presented at the same time to prospective 
buyers. 

 
 
The UUDC took possession of the Flixton Road factory and sold off, by auction, all the remaining equipment in February 1935. 
 
Before the Stott Mill opened one of the staple industries for the district was hand weaving. Once machinery 
became more common the local weavers were slowly driven out of business. As the depression wore on 
from 1821 to 1861 over 300 people had left the area. Cotton was the prime material for most of the Urmston 

weavers of 1800. Scarcely a cottage, or what went beyond any house part, 
would be without a hand loom some even having a loom shed which housed 
up to four looms. This accounts for many strange room formations in older 
homes and cottages. Even farms had a weaving room as a second form of 
income. The hard part was to walk and collect the raw materials in 
Manchester only to have to walk back again with the finished product. This was curtailed when the 
Stott Mill was built in 1865. Another term used locally was that of being a ñFustian cutterò the cloth 
woven by this group was similar to corduroy. 

 
 
Drill Hall.                             
The present building was opened in 1938 by General Sir Walter Kirke 1877-1949. He was the Director General of the Territorial 
Army. During WWII the General was Commander in Chief of the British Home Forces. The 

facilities there, in this two storied building, included a mess, storage, and 
office space with a range for gun practice. The hall was purchased by the 
Urmston Council in 1969 to be used first by the Flixton Senior School and 
then as a recreational facility and or indoor sports centre. Originally built on 
land of the Stott family for military use and later modernized, it is now 
Abbotsford School. For viewing, two insignia of regiments that once held 
interests are over the main doorway. The first company to call it home were 
the 39th Lancashire Fusiliers Anti-Aircraft Battalion. 
                                                                                                                        The Original Barracks demolished 1935 
Gen. Kirke 

 

Insignia. Drill Hall.                                                                                                       
Over the main door to what is now the Preparatory School there are two military insignia built into the concrete. The left shows The 

Lancashire Fusiliers and the right is from the Royal Engineers. Both were users of the 
hall during its life span. The Territorial Army also occupied this building until it was 
closed to them in 1967. For dating purposes, the Engineers moulding carries King 
George VI which adds to the confirmed 1938 opening. For WW2 the troops stationed 
here were from the Army Anti-aircraft command. During the war period this was also 
the Headquarters of the 44th Lancashire Home Guard. 
 



    144 
 

 
 

Abbotsford Preparatory School. Drill Hall 211 Flixton Road                 
Originally as Caius House School on Church Road, it transferred operations in 1997. This site was 
formerly the Barracks or Drill Hall and had an even earlier connection as grounds for the Stott Mill. 
2004 saw it fall under the wing of the GMS education group. They held a centenary celebration in 
2008 which included many events. 
 
 
 
 
 

Flixton Baths.  
Shown in business directories of 1901 it was a bath house built by the Stott family predominately for the 
workers of the mill. Its exact location was between the Cotton Mill on Flixton Road and the Bird in Hand. 
Such premises were common for use where home facilities were not available. A newer finding had it 
that swimming was a feature of this establishment. William Baxby Johnson was the manager during 
1907. By 1926 the Slaters directories indicate the bath had gone with only two homes called the Bath 
Cottages remaining and later a Dairy called Roles. In this modern era, it is an estate call Acregate. 
 
Bath Cottages.  
This pair sat between the Stott Mill terrace and the Bird in Hand. One early inhabitant was Francis Richard Hobson in 1912. During 
1926 they were owned by fireman Sam Mitchell and boot repairer William Nuttall. Later c.1930 they were to be replaced by the 
Frank Roles Dairy. All gone for today and they have been replaced with modern housing complex called Acregate as of 1966. 
 
Deccan Restaurant. Flixton Road  
It is not usual to include current business as it may be misconstrued as advertising, but the Deccan has it place. Established in 
1969 they have been a faithful server to Urmston that maintained a very high standard. Refurbished in 2010 it has modern ideas 
which have lost the charm of the old intimate booth style it once offered. 
 
 
Dee Mount. Flixton Road (South) 
After 67 Flixton Road the houses were no longer numbered with this home being the next after 
Faburn Villa. The residents for 1898 were Dr. James Hopwood and Frederick Pilling. By 1911 the 
Hopwood family had taken both sides of the Mount, residing there for many years to come. 
(Presently numbered as 71-73) 
 
 
Devonshire House. Flixton Road 
The home of Ellen Taffs in 1911 it showed no further detail for the time. W. H. Hopson lived here in 1927 and it was on lease from 
the Wright Estate. 
 
Diamond House. Flixton Road 
This home had been a mystery for some time when entered in 1851 as Dieomand. No location, or detail, was offered even the 
spelling came into question. It has now been translated into fact being found as Diamond House with the placing as being The 
Village and prior to New Street. Hawthorne View fits the description it was dated as 1870 for this title showing possibility as being 
Diamond in its infancy. 
 
Dualtone Flooring Ltd. 53 Flixton Road 
The proud boast of this company was that in 1976 they were associated with the Royal Exchange Theatre in supplying and fitting of 
all the carpeting. 
 
Eros. Flixton Road 
This was presented for 1932 as a delightful bungalow. No further information was forthcoming when found. 
 
 
Faburn Villa. Flixton Road 
Joseph Spark lived here at number 69 in 1898 until 1928 when it 
showed as belonging to Agnes Spark. This house was the 
beginning of a row which led to several homes built here between 
1895 and 1910 the last of this line being the Hughenden building. 
Recently modernised it kept in keeping with the original. 
 
 
Fairview Terrace. Flixton Road (South)  

The terrace became the last building before Longfield Road, now Stamford. It did not appear in 
directories until after the early 1910 years. The small detail for this group is that it was home to 
ten families and still stands today; some residences were converted into commercial usage. The 
land for the terrace became available in 1907 explaining the missing directory information. The 
Medicinal practice that took the last homes has moved on and a reinstatement has been 
completed. 
 

 
Fern Cottage. Flixton Road 
The cottage was home to Helen Griffin in 1913, she stood as executor for Ellen Barlow who lived and died at Peers Fold in that 
year. Due to this fact the cottage may have been one of the two known as Hathaway. 
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Fern Lea. 63-65 Flixton Road 
In 1887 Ellen Hully passed away her address was given as Fern Lea Flixton Road. The date of 1898 gave that this was a 
semidetached home having Thomas Selman and William Wright in house. Directories show a small óOff licenceô here run by C. B. 
Smallbun in 1944. 
 
Fieldings Nursery. Flixton Road 
The garden nursery comprised of two cottages, seven green houses, and 3 acres of land. Located between the Mossfield 
Allotments and Willow Farm this was to become the land to complete Malvern Avenue. Excess grounds were sold to the 
Lancashire County for use as playing fields at the Senior School. 
 
Flixton Cottage.  Flixton Road                                                      

It is in the 1800ôs Flixton, but only just as the boundary line for Urmston was close there. In 1871 
John Tasker, an Estate Broker, passed away and the new owner was called Brumby. 1898 traced 
Albert Cummings as cottage owner. Home later to William Stamp a Contractor in 1899-1905 and, 
even later, the home of the Corser Brothers c.1925-50 who owned a coal yard there.  
 
Beautifully preserved it stands across from Lime Avenue on Flixton Road. In the cottageôs original 
form, it included stables, hen cote, piggery, a pond, and an orchard. A shed and Greenhouses 
cared for vines at the rear. An addition came for 1881 that of a gardenerôs cottage.   
  

                              The Allotment Society have cleared the pond and itôs now included on their site of Mossfield. 
 
Flixton House. Flixton Road                                                 
Squire Ralph Wright acquired this home in 1806; it was only in 1915 that it was ever referred to as Flixton House Farm. The last 

Squire passed on in 1934 and the house and grounds 
purchased by the Urmston Council. Flemish bond brick makes 
up the exterior with white headers creating a chequered pattern. 
Doric columns adorn the offset front entry. Its roof is slate 
topping off the two stories. The front extension to the ballroom 
was carried out by the last Squire Samuel Worthington Wright. 
The census of 1881 showed that Samuel was sharing the house 
with his brother Thomas.  

 
Inside the house there is a plaque designating all the land surrounding the house to be protected. Open to the public for viewing 
by appointment there are a few items of interest saved there from the estate of Shaw Hall kept for posterity. Flixton House is 
licensed for the conduction of Civil Marriages. It is a ólistedô building with its surrounds. (Listed in 1981 Grade 2) 
 
In 1930 before Urmston took possession of the house, a proposal was made to turn it into a hotel complete with a new dining room 
and entry, this did not come to fruition although the ball room had been extended. September of 1935 saw the house and grounds 
opened to the public. The Chairman of the Council, S. N. Penlington officiated with children's races, music by the Cadishead Public 
Band, and a fireworks display. A plan put forward in 1936 was for the Red Cross to set up the house as a decontamination unit in 
the case of Mustard Gas exposure from a possible air attack. The TA Royal Medical Corps also used the house during their military 
exercises based on an encampment set up on the nearby fields.  
 
In 2002 a five-year plan was instituted for the renovation of the house and its grounds. Scheduled to be completed in 2006-7 
Trafford, along with local input, refurbished the whole site in an effort to return it to its former glory of 1935 when it was purchased 
by the UUDC. The total estate covered 218 acres originally and cost £69,793. The various Squires at Flixton House passed under 
several surnames, Wright, Wright Lee, and Worthington-Wright, ancestry has been traced from 1662 to 1935. One for 1854 was 
called William Wright Worthington Wright; there was also a Ralph, John, Samuel, and a Thomas amongst this Wright family. (See 
Squires) 
 
Flixton House Gardens. (Public) 
Beautiful grounds later opened to commemorate the Festival of Britain on 14th July 1951. Converted 
from a kitchen garden, the rose garden behind Flixton House, is worth a visit in season. These 
gardens were officially opened by Councillor F. Fuller.  
 

There is also a sensory garden for the blind, here one can smell the 
fragrances and hear the sounds of nature at its best. Another highlight 
here was a crocus lawn that each spring showing a colourful spread in all its glory.  
 
The gardens reclaimed its Green Flag status in 2018 thanks to hard work carried out by volunteers. 
 
 
 

 
The late Mr. E. Leeming, Urmstons surveyor and engineer, 
bequeathed a garden seat here July 1966. The arbour formed an 
entry into a garden tribute created to honour the WW2 fallen. 
Stonework here carries the typical style of Thomas Maclaughlan. 
An addition there is a fountain built into a rock formation, the 
sound of water now a feature in this special corner. The gardens 
also included a pond, now filled in, and an Oak tree tribute to Sir 
Winston Churchill MP. 
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Flixton House. Etcetera.  
An Oak tree has been planted in the gardens to honour Winston 
Churchill MP. His dedication to the district required recognition in some 
form this was decided to be a suitable way. Planted in 2002 it has 
much growing to look forward to as it stands all of 3ft high. Hidden from 
view is a very ancient sundial, this has been exposed and it is involved 
in a new landscaping exercise. At the rear of all the gardens is a small 
fenced off pond.  
 
 

Flixton House Garden Fountain. (Penlington Fountain)                  
In the grounds of the House there was a circular fountain. Built in 1935 it contained a 
commemorative stone which was laid by Councillor Stanley Nield Penlington who was Chairman 
for the Council. Penlington served council for twenty years and was Chair for the Lancashire 
Urban District Council Association 1946-47. Described as Art Deco in style the half that is left 
exposed has since been altered to take flower beds the balance, coated in shrubbery. Its 
descriptive plate has also been removed, lost, stolen, or strayed. 
 
Flixton House. Artefacts 
A visit to the house will provide some insight into a few items of interest retrieved from Shaw Hall before it 
was pulled down. Besides the drainpipe showing the Latus family initialling there is a wall section of 
panelling, and a tiled plaque which is made up to represent a Coat of Arms. This tiled picture was taken 
from a kitchen floor of Trafford Hall in 1943 and initially mounted at the óGarden of Retreatô entry, it has 
been taken indoors for display.   
 
For further study mounted on the walls are two description plates one which describes the designated field arrangement and a 

second to honour Squire Samuel Worthington-Wright as a person in 1935. 2017 will bring two new 
features, the Bottoms footpath Blue Plaque lost at Flixton Station is to be replaced and mounted at the 
house. A tribute to the Manchester Arena disaster has been introduced with a Bee sculpture in the 
gardens. 
 
Gone missing is a stained-glass window supposedly saved from the Shaw Hall demolition. It has been 
suggested that it was presented, either to St. Michaelôs Church, or to Flixton House. No one has come 
forward to confirm or deny the idea. 

      
There is also a drainpipe cornice on display. It was saved as a relic from Shaw Hall when it was torn down. 
On this cornice are the letters L. W. A. 1723. They are the initials of one of the families that resided there, 
Latus, William and Ann. William purchased Shaw Hall in 1722 and passed on in 1764 never actually living 
there. Their daughter Lucy Latus became a prominent dealer in land transactions around Shawtown later. 
 
Major Cross. 
Squire Ralph Wright extended the family estate by purchasing a farm and land owned by a Major Cross. After much research 
nothing has been found to trace this Major or his connection to Flixton. Knowing the acreage owned by the Wright family it had to 
be a farm found along the fields of Flixton Road before 1800. The Major was referred to during the Foot Path trial involving the 
Bottoms path. (In an earlier conflict a Sergeant Cross was the legal representative) 
 
Midden Cottages. Flixton House 
The suggestion of a row of cottages in the grounds of Flixton House has been confirmed they were close to the long-standing wall. 
The pictorial view has been put forward to show out buildings, of what might have been the basis for this. Information now to hand 

adds that there were eight or more of these cottages each with a front door and one window. The 
individual cottages had single ground floor room with a ladder that led to a single room on an upper 
floor. Built with their backs to the garden wall the roofing of slate sloped to create an overhang at 
the frontage.  
 
Midden as a word describes a cess pit or compost hole and does not present a pleasant view of 
these homes. However, this communal disposal of waste ran along in front of the cottages bounded 
only by a cobblestone yard out front. This was not actually residential but more of shelter for the 
farm/garden workers during their stay at the land. 

 
North Wall. Flixton House                                                               
The wall on the North side of the gardens at Flixton House is a designated Heritage site Grade 2. Incorporated in this wall was an 

1806 date stone. Made from Flemish Bond brick with stone copings it reaches three metres in 
height. To complete this delightful garden wall, there are two elliptical archways. Being a part of the 
gardens, it can be viewed by the public. For some detail the wall was built as a hot wall, steam was 
piped through a cavity from a boiler to the glass houses at the end. Due to much erosion renovation 
took place and now maintains its presence for the future generations. During the reconstruction its 
date stone was unfortunately lost. For 2018 a Bee Garden tribute to the lost lives in the Manchester 
Arena bombing has been completed at the end of the wall. 
 

 
Not known is the fate of the homes many paintings. Some are retained in the house, others out on loan were not returned. A tragic 
loss to the community regardless of monetary value. 
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Flixton House Seven Sisters. 
The largest Beech Tree in the grounds of Flixton House was named as the 
Seven Sisters. Much effort has gone into preserving this tree as it is thought 
to have been there since the house was built. A walk around the trunk 
showed it to be made up of seven saplings intertwined and forming what 
appears to be one tree. One report confirms that the tree is over two 
hundred years old. Pieces are beginning to fall from this spectacular Beech, 
it may be a sign that it will not be around in the full glory of yesteryear for too 
many years ahead without some attention.  
 

 
2018 and this tree has been included in a research program that records all and any trees of historical interest around Greater 
Manchester. This was with thanks to the Urmston History Society after they forwarded documentation about its origin.    
 
Barn. Flixton House 

The Barn and surrounding buildings at Flixton House were allotted in 1981 Grade 2 Heritage sites. It 
has been put forward that a mysterious bell, found here and later installed at St Johnôs Mission, 
belonged with the barn. Atop one section of the barn there is a cupola generally used for this 
purpose and circular pitching eyes, with a kingpost roof. The bell carries a date of 1785 for its 
manufacture and Flixton House was built in 1805. As can be seen this barn had its own coach 
house, the separate coach house now associated actually belonged to 
Park House the near neighbour. 
 
An extract from the óHistory of Flixton Houseô compiled by the Urmston 

Historical Society: Ralph Wright was an avid campanologist and had a bell installed in a tower over 
one of the outhouses, which was used to call in the farm workers from the fields at mealtimes. This 
bell was presented to the Mission Church on Irlam Road by U.D.D.C. in 1953. The cupola itself is 
believed to have originated at Shaw Hall giving thought to the fact the bell came with it. 
 
Flixton House. Coach House 
A visit and viewing shows signs of the original large doorways, of 

which there were three, into the 
courtyard. At the rear another two 
smaller doors can still be picked out 
among the brickwork. This coach house 
originally belonged with Park House. 
Proof of this came when a picture 
emerged of Park House Cottage of a 
time before conversion to its present state. Still occupied as a residence B. Allcock was there in 1936. 

 
Flixton House photographs. 
To commemorate one of the several official occasions at the house, a series of prints were offered to the public. These pictures are 
easily recognised by the brown cardboard frame in which they were presented. There were an unknown number comprising the set 
here follow six of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pond. Flixton House. 

There was a small pond to the rear of the gardens, it was never dedicated in any way and only adds 
to the ambiance of the grounds. The pond has since been filled in it now acts as a flower bed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Structure. Flixton House 
The main building shows three stages to its development clearly defined by viewing from the side. 
A fourth comprised of the glass extension on the frontage added by the Urmston Council. 
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Flixton Park. (Public) Flixton House 
The grounds of Flixton House were designated as the Park officially in 1966. These grounds are protected by agreement they 
reach from the Flixton Railway Station to the Bird iôth Hand along Flixton Road. There are 10 Hectares of ground which provided a 

base to win a Green Flag award for 2006/7, 2010/11, and again in 2012. A downturn for 2015 with the 
grounds now failing and the loss of the Green Flag recognition. Pleasing to note is that the award was 
retrieved by the Friends of the gardens group now working there in 2018.  
 
Inside the house there is a plaque describing the detail of this park arrangement. This proposed purchase 
required the approval of the Ministry of Health as it involved recreational lands. It was ratified. 
 
The estate comprised of 218 acres, 160 to be reserved as a public amenity the balance was ear marked for 
building purposes. For an idea of size, it converts to a quarter of a square mile. Noted for the present is that 
Council include all lands associated to the estate by adding the various farms to its list along with vacant 
recreational lands. The land that went from Church Road to Flixton Road was included as of 1969 and 
comprised of 70 acres.       

                                                                                                                                                             
Flixton Post Office. Flixton Road 

Under the heading of Post Offices, Flixton is entered along with the many others. This particular office had 
Edwin Mather as its Sub Postmaster 1894-1918 and from its conception he had a Stationery shop here 

too. As E. Mather, he was working the district taking photographs of the local 
streets, usually a past time done by stationers around the district to sell as 
post cards in their own various shops. James Smith trod in the same steps 
as Postmaster of the 1920ôs taking picture along the way. 
 
Over one hundred years later, the post office was closed and boarded up 
with no sign of its past apparent. The latest venture for the building is that of 
a commercial business. 
 
 

 
 
Flixton Road Bridge. Flixton                                                               
The bridge passes over the railway line on Flixton Road it is often confused in name with Flixton 
Bridge at the Carrington location. 
 
 
Flixton Secondary Modern. Flixton Road  
Flixton Secondary Modern School was built and opened in 1933 by the Lancashire County Council Education Committee with 
Councillor J. W. Baron Chairman. A two storied structure with open verandas (Quadrangles) the construction is of brick and carries 
shell styled motifs atop its higher reaches. The design was to take in 960 pupils with the architect Stephen 

Wilkinson F.R.I.B.A. Two names come to mind, pre-war it was F. G. 
Newcombe as headmaster and post-war Williams followed thereafter.  
 
Called locally, Flixton Senior School it catered for both boys and girls but 
later became girls only as a facility and the boys were transferred to a new 
school at Wellacre c.1955. In 1935 to commemorate the Jubilee of King 
George V a sundial was placed over the main entrance to the school.  
 

The schools were limited after the war as to what could be construed as a uniform. For the boys it was a grey blazer with grey 
pants, short or long. The girls wore standard black gymslips; all of this was subject to affordability with little enforcement. 
 
Flixton Girls High School. Flixton Road 

When the boys left this once co-ed school, for Wellacre, the girls section expanded 
to fill the vacated space. This division of boys and girls took place in 1955 from this 
once locally called Senior School. For the year of 2010 the High School fell under its 
own autonomy, as it became a Foundation Trust School. From now onward the 
word óAcademyô becomes synonymous with the school.  

 
 
Flixton Station.                  
One of two stations along the local line, the other being Urmston. A halt was added at Chassen Road later. William Barnaby, the 

Station Master in 1880, lived at the station with his wife. He was followed by 1903 Frederick 
Harrison. Built in 1873 it was eventually sold and converted 
into a restaurant called, The Station. This closed and a night 
club/bar took its place named Brunel. In 1998 it burnt down 
and now there is nothing left eventually having the site 
cleared in 2001. The goods yard has been converted into a 
car park with one small shelter surviving from the original 
building this too has been removed.  

 
          Southern platform                                                                                                                                                          Northern platform     
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The foot bridge came out unscathed from this picturesque old railway station. One other feature of this station was a manually 
operated signal box situated slightly down the line towards Urmston this too has been removed. In 2007 permission by the Office of 
Rail Regulation was given to Network Rail to sell off this land for building on the old site of the demolished pub. So far this has not 
taken place due to Green Belt status applying. 
 

Once the station buildings were to be converted, into first a restaurant 
and later a bar, a new bridge was to be constructed. It only lasted 
until the demise of Brunel in a fire. The picture was dated 1988. The 
lines original wrought iron foot bridge still stands showing resistance 
to the modern world and its trends. The main building of the station 
housed the Blue Plaque award for the Bottom Path, it was lost among 
the burnt-out ruins and will be replaced at Flixton House. 

 
Flixton Station and Goods Yard 1901. 
George William Morgan was the Station Master in charge of the complex here. The yard was utilised by two coal merchants, The 
Bridgewater Trustees and Sydney Smith. Holding pens were also a feature for cattle headed towards market or being received. 
Frederick Harrison took over as Station Master in 1903 then through to 1911 it was Joseph Lightfoot. By 1926 the coal merchants 
had added the Corser Brothers and Grime & Williams. Lancashire Collieries Ltd, Burke & Co, began working here in the late 
1930ôs. 1890 registered a weighing machine available to the public here. The yards were to finally close in 1963. 
 
Grime and Williams. Flixton Yards 
Coal merchants of local renown had their yard at Flixton Station. The pair shared accommodation in 1927 at Chatham House in the 
Village. William Grime and John Williams serviced the area with coal till well after the war. 
 
Signal Box. Flixton/Urmston                 
There were two signal boxes attached to the stretch of railway line through the district. One was 
down the track at Flixton Station as a manual operation this was removed once automatic 
signalling came into use. The shunting operation was done with another box at Urmston as both 
stations had stockyard tracks off the main line. John Thomas Holland of Urmston wrote that he 
was the signal man in 1877.  
                                                                                                                                       
Railway Gardening. 
Each station along the railway line cultivated its own garden and an annual competition was held 
to find the best. In1898, and for twelve years thereafter, Flixton Station won with Station Master 
Will Barnaby claiming the prize. The garden there was found to have a fountain thus giving it the 
edge in a fiercely fought contest. Potato blight of 1914 signalled the Cheshire Lines Committee to 
enforce a rule of no more to be planted in their allotments.   
 
Both the following Flixton Road entries are entered in their own category. 
 
Flixton Drill Hall. Flixton Road 
1938 and the troops were under the command of Major H. Hutton. 
 
Flixton Conservative Club. Flixton Road  
Hon. Sec. for 1938 was J. Collier. This beginning club moved to Abbotsfield after WW2. 
 
Gas Showrooms. Flixton Road                                                

First to be found on Flixton Road after a move from Crofts Bank Road, Whitegates trading as the 
Britannia took its place. Its display had then moved to the shops on Urmston Bridge. It, the building, 
was situated on the fields of Moss Farm in the late 1930ôs. As it was with the Electric Showrooms, 
they introduced the latest appliances to the public. There are no such showrooms anymore.  
 
During the war period the rooms were utilised by the Allotment and Gardening Society for its local 
events of an internal nature. The rightful owners have pledged to retain as much of this heritage as is 
possible for the future in regard to the exterior. Currently it is utilised as a bar and night club.  

 
Gateway. Flixton Road 

A war time café introduced January 1942 and opened by Lady Simon of Wythenshawe to supply meals at 
a reasonable price in times of need. This was a óCivicô establishment and one of three. In this instance a 
prefab served the purpose with an upgrade in 1948 adding a Youth Club to the facility. Closed in 1950 
and sold in 1952 this became home to the Estate Agency of F. H. Coller & Sons in 1951 with the honour 
of being Number 1 Flixton Road. 
 
 
 

 
General Supply Stores. Flixton Road 
This shop stood next to where Howarth butcher is at present. It was run by Tomas Neville from the 
late 1880ôs to 1907 when he passed on. The grocery business of Thomas was coupled alongside 
one of the Holdsworth shops in 1900 it completed a line which included Alice Ann Terrace. The shop 
became a drapery store for its next life and is now into hairdressing.        
     
Gibbins. 435 Flixton Road 
One of several business or trades to hold shop in the old Tithe Barn W. S. Gibbins was a pork butcher there in the early 1930-40ôs.  
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Glenesk. 101 Flixton Road 
The original home was close to the Hughenden. Transactions took place in 1810 when William Kershaw sold out to Joseph Smith. 
Continuing into 1915 as Joseph sold to Percy Forshaw. Glenesk, by name, only appeared later in documentation for 1923 and 
known was that 1928 Percy William Forshore was actually in the Glen. The current home was found as built in 1929. 
 
Goodwin & Euden. Flixton Road 
A vacant lot alongside the Hughenden became a nursery tended by this pair in 1938 and through to 1949. 
 
Hathaway Cottage. Flixton Road 
This pair of cottages based óvery looselyô in the style of the Hathaway and Shakespeare 
Cottages in Stratford were made in c.1721 but demolished and replaced with the caretakerôs 
lodgings at the John Alker Hall on Flixton Road c.1927. Slaters directory listed these cottages 
under their correct names in 1898 of Hathaway and Shakespeare until 1919 when one was 
Warwick and the other Hathaway. Lucy Wilcock and William Preston show as at home for 
1898 respectively. The area found for this building was called Peers Fold and/or Pears Fold. 
Mrs Alice Pierpoint and William Henry Lockett felt Shakespearian here in 1901 and up to 1909 
when Miss Ada Shaw and Mrs Alice Nicholson played their roles. Just before the cottage 
demise Alfred Colson and John Henry Lloyd said farewell to their Midsummer-night dream.  
 
Hawthorne Cottage. Flixton Road (Hesketh Cottage) 

The cottage sitting by the Bird iôth Hand only appeared named in documents after 1908. 
Reported was it housed a well-known Fishmonger called Bob Graham who delivered his fish by 
means of a hand cart throughout the town. This white-faced habitat which presented a home of 
the 1800ôs has been removed for newer housing today called Sandown.  
 
Directories show it was more than one home as in 1901 Thorn Farm slipped in between the Bird 
and Junction Cottage. This south side farm fits nicely with its north side Thorn Cottage. The 
farm was no more by 1910 but showing two residents at home where the farm belonged. These 

were Joseph Warburton a joiner and Wilfred Vernon a butcher. 1928 finally confirmed that William Robert Graham, a fishmonger, 
lived at Hawthorne Cottage. During the Bottomôs trial this was the cottage called Hesketh was calculated to be 400yds from Flixton 
House in its point of reference. 
 
Hawthorne Farm. Flixton Road Flixton 
Close by to the Bird and the Hawthorne Cottage this small acreage (5) was being farmed by a Barlow in its early years of 1880. 
Unconfirmed is that this was the Thorn Farm and Hawthorne Cottage prior to Junction Cottage on the south side of the road. 
 
Hawthorn View. 1-3 Flixton Station Bridge 
This pair of houses can still be found in between the Flixton Railway Station and The Old Grove at 
the station garage. They have been dated from around 1850 and had six bedrooms, two entertaining 
rooms, and bathroom with w c. Available outside were stables, coach house, hen house and corn 
shed. Early home dwellers were George Ramsden at No.1 and Robert Roberts at No.3. Some 
suggestion has been raised that this pair were once called Diamond House in their history. A set of 
triplets marked the year of 1891 at the Hawthorn. The proud parents were Alfred and Frances Parker 
with the three girls, Emily, Fanny, and Nellie. Thomas Jones, with Harry Whitehead, could be found 
in 1928 residing there into 1940. 
 
Heywood Sewing Machine Co. 15 Flixton Road 
Competition for Singer, or perhaps an agency, this company operated in 1959 along the road. 
 
Holdsworth. Flixton Road 
The family of Holdsworth have been around for years (c.1900) they still operated their butchery 
independently against high powered supermarket chains. Joseph Holdsworth lived on Church 
Road during 1901 close to Cambridge Road. There are several addressed locations for this 
butcher shop before it reached its present home. (One of these was the Millatts Tithe Barn) 2010 
saw this outstanding family close up the business. 
 
Hollingsworth Grocer. Flixton Road 
A well-known grocer for the 1940-50 eras, William H. Hollingsworth had a second store in Stretford. 
 
Holly Bank, Holly Mount, and Holly Villas. Grouping Flixton Road 
Although dated 1880 these three houses came up for sale in 1892 at the same time two 
cottages, one unfinished, which were added to the sales pitch. They were all situated on the 
south side just after Spennithorne and prior to Lime.  
 
* Holly Bank was a six bedroomed house with double frontage; it boasted a tennis court in its 
large grounds and was to be owned in 1901 by Robert Joseph Smith. On into 1928 here was 
John Cook, then as of 1938 it became evident, he was staying put. 
 
* Holly Mount. A family called Taylor lived here in 1881. The sale of this semidetached house in 1895 shows it had two 
entertaining rooms, five bedrooms showing one as a box room, dressing room, a kitchen, scullery, pantry, cellared, and a garden 
with a small green house. James Grundy took it for 1898 and Howard Baker followed as owner in 1901. Joseph Derbyshire in for 
1928 and out for 1938 as Arthur Ogden moved in. 
 
* Holly Villa offered accommodation for three families and it is the only remaining building of the trio on Flixton Road.  
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Holly Villas. Flixton Road Flixton 
Along Flixton Road across from the Flixton Cottage the Villas 1-5 were to be found in 1881 with 
accommodation for three families. One had four bedrooms in 1894 with two living rooms and a 
kitchen. The garden carried fruit trees with the plus of a greenhouse. In the Villas: 1901 George 
Mends and Emily Sowter, with one vacant. The end unit as number 5 called itself Crayford for 
1910. The list of three during 1928 was Dyson, Cubberley, and Chisnall. By 1938 Mrs. 
Elizabeth Pickwick had taken the place of Mr. Cubberley. Pickering Close has replaced this 
grand collection of old-time homes.  

 
Holly Bank Cottage. Flixton Road Flixton 
This Holly Bank was owned by the Budge family in 1881according to the census. No address was given for this cottage and further, 
it is assumed this was the cottage connected to the Holly Bank of 1892, as there was no other Holly Bank on Flixton Road. 
 
 
Holly House. Corner Irlam and Flixton Roads                                                                                
Noted in 1883 for its well-trimmed Holly hedgerow, a onetime owner was a Miss Margaret Ellen Newton 1843-1912 who donated 

the clock faces to the St. Michaelôs Church. Also known of old as Holly or Newton Corner, these two 
acres of property were purchased by the diocese of the Catholic Church in 1950 after the UUDC 
turned it down for themselves. Rev. Fr. P. M. Bates took residence.  
 
Set in these large grounds it has been identified that there were two portions to the home one each 
side of the drive. The picture is not of the house only a second outer farm building. This small 
corner block falls under the name of Holly House Drive now. Records show an Edmund Newton 
(1818-1883) here but no reference as to the relationship to Margaret Ellen. In 1939 the house 
belonged in the hands of John Turner with the last occupant found by name was Jane Gabites.  

 
Holly Lea. Flixton Road 
In the open area between Longfield and Lime the Lea appeared in 1880. A five bedroomed home with two entertaining rooms and 
a good-sized garden. This was possibly the same home as found for Lime Avenue. 
 
Howarth. P. J. Flixton Road 
Butchers of renown this family established themselves on Flixton Road in 1966 their special 
sausage of which they sell 600 lbs. a week, has won many prizes. The shop here was alongside a 
block call Alice Ann Terrace. For 2006 Howarth scooped nine gold awards for excellence in meat 
products and platinum for the best sausage in the UK. Overall since 2002 they have won 26 gold, 5 
silver, and 2 bronze awards for their products. Vernon Butchery was recorded as being in this same 
shop in earlier years as was Holdsworth. 
 
Hughenden. Flixton Road  

John Hughes who was a wealthy businessman in Urmston owned this home 
built in 1900. It was also a School of Music c.1905 run by Johnôs daughters. 
A change came in 1945 when Miss Blackburn opened a School of 
Deportment there also known as the Mannequin Academy. It became a café 
well frequented during the 1950ôs. Later the building was taken over for 
offices and at this time, a physiotherapist practice. (2017) The building still 
carries a plaque showing his initials of JH with the date of 1900.  
 
Next door to the house was a roller rink named as the Hughenden Rink. For 1928 the building called 

the Hughenden Palais de Dance had been added. Land adjoining became a nursery and industrial site later. In WW2 the rear 
garage was a temporary NFS centre. 
 
October 1930 had the detached home available to all. Included were Entrance, cloakroom, two entertaining rooms, kitchen, 
scullery, six bedrooms, and bathroom. Reference shows that the Moorside Haves family took possession and still hold the property. 
The associated Dance Hall at the rear belonged in the sale. The new estate alongside has been called Hughenden Court with 
respect to the historical link of John.  
 
Several callings here for associated structures Hughenden Hall, Hughenden Rink, Palais De Dance, Mitchell & Spittall and, Rig 
Engineering. During 1936-7 it was home to the Temple of Light Christian Spiritual Church. There were two cottages and a large 
allotment that should be included in the history of this piece of land. These were named as Silverdale and The Bungalow. 
 
Hughenden Court. Legwood and Flixton Roads 
The court was a small development of 2000 which comprised of just ten homes. Jean Heathcote won the honour of naming the 
complex in a locally run competition. Her memories of the cafe next door triggered the suggestion and together with Councillor 
Bernice Garlick they declared it open. Two old cottages here were demolished in 1999 as a portion of this development. 
 
Hulme Timber Yard. Flixton Road             

As far back as 1881 William Hulme was working from this address as a Joiner. Trading as E. W. 
Hulme the yard was at 384 Flixton Road. It is believed his son Walter continued with the business 
who in turn passed it to William E. Hulme as it is remembered for modern times. The yard was 
still around in the 1970ôs but has closed up now. The site was redeveloped for housing. 
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Italian Warehouse. Flixton Road  
For 1903-5 this store took the corner of Flixton Road and Crofts Bank Road. It was a general supplier, a 
common term for all stores of the period. The business was run by a company called W. M. Taylor & Co. 
This was in the premises later known as Burgons. 
 
 
 
Ivy Cottage. 153 Flixton Road (South) 
Although a date of 1820 has been traced this cottage may be older than that. A legal document bequeathing this home was made 

out by a Richard Barlow in that year. The home was eventually in the hands of a family called 
Wood who retained it at least until 1886. James Barlow took it back for 1901 in this version of Ivy 
close to Stamford Road. When offered for sale recently the agent suggested it was built in 
c.1700. The home showed a hall, four bedrooms, lounge, dining room, kitchen and utility room. A 
double garage was a feature which was once, in all probability, coach houses. One of the 
doorways has been replaced by a window. 
 

 
Ivy Cottage. 136 Flixton Road (North) 
This duplication of names became confusing at this point along Flixton Road. The two cottages 
were almost opposite one another, this Ivy, was sitting next to Rose Cottage at the corner of 
Mayfair. Robert Riggs stayed here for 1898. By 1925 the cottage had been replaced but the 
name continued it is now a modern four bedroom semidetached. 
 
Junction Cottage. Flixton Road  

This cottage sat on the south side of Flixton Road across from Irlam Road. Half-timbered with a 
thatched roof, its nearest neighbour was Park House while across the road, Holly House and the 
Hathaway Cottages made up the group. The Cottage was much older than its first found and 
recorded tenant who was a local chemist called Bowker 1890 he was trailed by Thomas 
Campbell for 1898.     
 
 

 
Kays Fashions. 15 Flixton Road 
This Ladies and Gents outfitters closed up on the road in 1958. It was owned by Thomas Peter Kilgallon. 
 
Kimada House. 442 Flixton Road 
A new name associated with the shopping block at the end of Flixton Road in the region of Ambleside Road which is not listed as 
such in any older directories. 
 
Langholme. Flixton Road 
This was the only house between Victoria Road and Monksdale Avenue in 1926. Henry Mayo was an Insurance Agent. 
 
 
Legwood Court. Flixton Road 
A small complex of homes built alongside and on the area of the Hughenden complex. There are 
29 flats out of the 41 homes on the Court. 
 
 
Liberal Club. (Flixton) Flixton Road 
The early Liberals conducted their meetings at the Congregational School on Flixton Road. As at the time of 1910 The Liberal Club 
for Flixton was to be found between Hulmes Timber Yard and the terrace of Apsley. 
 
Longfield Cottages. Flixton Road 
Before it became Stamford Road, Longfield lands ran through from Church Road. The terraced cottages are on this corner of 
Flixton Road with a terraced group on the other side called Fairview. The Longfield Cottages are to be seen in the 1881 census, 

they housed five families. Associated buildings date to before 1840. 
 
The rear of the Longfield Cottages shows more detail as they 
comprised of a small Smithy with stabling. Ivy Cottage at the end of 
the row was included in this designation but not individually named 
until c.1930. 
 

 
Lymden. Flixton Road. 

Partnered to Thornelea and just after Brook Road this pair were in between the road corner and 
the two shops there. For 1926 Sydney Booth was living there for that year. First found recorded in 
c.1909-10. 
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Lymehurst. (Lime Hurst) 181 Flixton Road & Lime Ave 
Large for this part of town, it was quite stately in its appearance and possibly was owned by 
someone of an equal stature when first a home. The Hurst, owned by Charles Smith in 1874, had 
dining, drawing and breakfast room, kitchen, scullery and china closet, four bedrooms, dressing 
room and bathroom with lavatory. There were five attic bedrooms and six flagged cellars all dry, and 
a spacious garden large enough for further development as three acres were available.  
 
Other families found were for 1881 when the Whitnall and the Aldreds 
lived there. In 1898 Robert Tong is listed as the occupant he was 
replaced by Martin James Pickwick around 1920. As Martin became 
the superintendent it suggests this was when the house changed to 

flats, he was flowed by Mrs. Elizabeth Pickwick for 1938. Its three floored grandeur was very typical 
for the period in which it was built. Since 1990 it has been used as a Private Day Nursery. The 
spelling of Lyme with a Y is indicated at the gate post. 
 
Lyndoch Mount. 102-104 Flixton Road 
As a semidetached home it sat close to the óCongyô Church at Newton Road. For 1894 there were homeowners of Miller and 
Captain William Howat RN. William who died in 1895 was highly honoured during his service for bravery above the call of duty. 
 
Maple House. 81 Flixton Road (South) 
The house was part of a semi along with Bromleigh and in 1911 Robert Parkinson lived in this the 
righthand side of it. Hidden from the road it was one of the later additions to the line of homes here. 
Mapleôs description for 1922 was Hall, two entertaining rooms, kitchen, four bedrooms, bathroom, 
separate w c, outside wash house and coal shed. The gardens were reported as well laid out. 
 
Marfitt. Thomas Edward General Store Flixton Road 
This store closed up for good in July 1882. A position has been found for its existence, that of the corner at Newton. It is entered 
here to show a date of business operation at an early time for the central district. Thomas sold diversified goods as well as grocery: 
Scales, canisters, utensils, and gifts to name a few. 
 
Millatts Barn. Flixton Road  

Many versions of spelling over the years but the name originates from its owners of 1802 James 
Millatt and 1823 William Millatt. A barn, a post office, shops; this small building saw much life on the 
edge of the grounds to Flixton House and Flixton Station. Originally as Millatts, this Tithe barn was 
for the local collection of tax. (See Tithe) The remaining building was not the barn itself, this fell to 
the rear, being removed c.1950 leaving only the administration house to be converted into shops. A 
date of c.1768 has been the earliest date found so far for the barnôs origins. Termed as ñsub-
standardò in 1957 it was to be closed and removed. 
 

 
Millatts Farm. Flixton.  
William Millatt died in 1833, his wife, placed the farm on the market for sale in the same year. Fifteen acres of land accompanied 
the farm which was attached to the Ralph Wright Estate close by on Flixton Road. The address of the actual farm was usually given 
as Church Lane in most documents and dates from the time as indicated for the barn. An actual farm barn sat behind the cottages 
of Mersey View with the possibility of them belonging to the farmôs origins. 
 
Mitchell and Spittall. Flixton Road 
This team worked as builders and contractors in Urmstons early 1890ôs. Operating from the site next to the Hughenden it is also 
thought they had a small timber mill there too. Thomas Mitchell took control in 1904 as the partnership broke up, he carried on at the 
Flixton Road company where as Andrew Spittall took his share to a Lily Street office. The street address for 1898 stated they were 
at the corner of Wycliffe and next to the Congregational Church, crossing the road later. 
 
Molyneux & West Ltd. 29-41 Flixton Road 

Possibly the largest garage in Urmston for the time on Flixton Road, they took over from where 
Tumbelty & Davies Ltd. left off around 1935. Not only car service kept the company busy, they 
built Fork Trucks powered by BSA Industrial Units. Conversions from standard cars into racing 
cars became a lucrative addition keeping all employed until about 1970. It was reported they 
had the first sign printed on their tow truck in reverse for reading through mirrors. The partnership 
began on Higher Road before the move into these premises. 
 

 
Moore. J. A. Fancy Dealer Flixton Road 
Number 36 between Winifred and Grosvenor Roads had James Alan Moore selling the wares with his wife Jane. The shop ran until 
around 1915 when it became Alice Webb outfitting. 
 
Moorside Terrace. Flixton Road 
This group was to be found between Lily Street and Roseneath Road in 1878. They were numbered as 54-70 
and all were shop fronted after conversion from homes. One home (No.68) became the consulting rooms for Dr. 
Charles Glover Thorp for 1902. Today they run from Grosvenor to the English Martyrs Church. This block is the 
only left today that still has an original doorway incorporated showing how it looked back in the 1870ôs. In fact, it 
is the only original doorway left along the converted homes to shops for all of Flixton Road. The building carries a 
date stone centrally placed.  
 
 


