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Urmston a history from óA to Zô 
 
 
Collated as a reference for Urmston and District, this work is a guide only and any subject can be studied in more detail at your local library. 

The Urban District referred to encompasses Urmston, Flixton, and Davyhulme, with some portions of Barton. 

It should be noted that this information is not for any commercial use. Any named persons and or establishments are only entered when of 
value and do not carry any endorsement. 

 
Acknowledgements go out to the library of Trafford Local Studies, local historians, along with friends, and family.  

 

Preface 
  

While every care has been taken for accuracy, any errors and omissions are unintentional. Many indications are that words are misspelt, especially 
where reference is made to property names. This not the case but how they were introduced originally in documentation of the past. Any copyright 

issues are to be thought of as being forgivable due to the educational value with no disregard or disrespect intended. Many places are without detail, it 
is hoped that one day more will be traced by other students of the past who will continue in their own vein with versions of their own. 

                                                   
The information herein has been gathered to enlighten readers about the district from its earliest times through to today. As a record it can never be 

finished, time does not allow anything to stand for long. The subject matter is none specific covering all and anything that might be of interest to 
readers with enquiring minds and carry thoughts about the district they live in or used to be a part of. The point is to enjoy the town, its past, 

understand how life was, and provoke memories for young and old. 

   
Cover: Original Logo for the District 

 
 

A 
 

¶  Abbotsfield. Flixton Road  

Built by James Stott in 1889 as a personal residence, it was utilised as a hospital during the Second World War and now houses the 
present day Flixton Conservative Club. The structure is made from semi-glazed brick and is two stories in height. A bowling green is 
included in this complex which has been altered with additions at the rear. Prior to the club taking these premises 

it was subject to a proposal from the Communist Party of developing the house into 
accommodation for six families. A date stone confirming the date and ownership for the 
original home is mounted in this building. This James Stott 1852-1934 was a descendant 
of the first James 1829-1858. The Conservative Club installed a commemorative plaque 
on a wall of the building in 1995. It was to recognise the work of the many dedicated 
hospital staff who worked there during WW2. 

 

¶ Abbotsfield Close. Flixton 
The houses of the Close are numbered as 1-10 with no further detail. The Close is nowhere near anything ñAbbotsfieldò being off 
Woodbridge Road at Woodsend. 
 

¶ Abbotsfield Walkers. 

The Fell Walkers were formed in 1996 as a walking group based at the Flixton Conservative Club. There is 
another walking society called Moorside but their detail is unknown. Both are associated with the Peak and 
Northern Footpath Society. 
 

¶  Abbotsfield Park. (Public)          

Because of its location, on Chassen Road, it is also known as Chassen Park. This was once farm land with names such as Moss and 
Further Moss, its first amenity was the tennis court several years before a bowling green was installed. The 
courts were accompanied by a Pavilion to the side of Lime Avenue. Laid out for several soccer fields during the 
fifties this practice seems to have been halted. For many years it hosted the Urmston Agricultural Show. The 
Flixton Veterans Association (Bowling) was to have a new pavilion in the park for 1973. Today it includes a 
Model Railway Club and is the traditional site for bonfire night. An event called The May Day Steam once 
became a modern day feature held annually there. 

 

¶ Abbotsford. 99 Church Road                     
This old home was converted into a school called Caius House in 1908. (See Caius House) The school stayed there until 1997 when it 

relocated to Flixton Road. Today it is utilised as a Day Care Centre for children. Much of the old interior was 
rediscovered hidden away behind false walling and it has been retained as its new décor. The building is dated 
as of 1898 and confirmed by finding a newspaper of the time hidden in the walls. The house was registered to 
Frederick Fletcher from 1901 to 1919. The grounds show only one of its original gate posts. The original design 
was a copy of its neighbour Ennenda with five bed rooms, box bedroom, living room, sitting room, kitchen, hall, 
dining room, bathroom, cellars, and a large garden. 

 

¶ Abbotsford. Ross Grove. 

The only named home on this grove and it was the schoolmasterôs house for Henry Fletcher in 1919. The head master called W. Baker 
took residence for 1928. The school referred to was Urmston Grammar across the road. 
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¶   Abbotsford Preparatory School. 211 Flixton Road                 

Originally as Caius House School on Church Road, it transferred operations in 1997. This site was formerly the 
Barracks or Drill Hall and had an even earlier connection as grounds for the Stott Mill. 2004 saw it fall under the 
wing of the GMS education group. They held a centenary celebration in 2008 which included many events. 
 
 

 

¶  Abbots Lane Flixton 

In early 1800 this became Penny Lane which fell to be called Chassen Road. It gave forth the origin for the 
park there and its surrounds to be so called. Abbotsfield and Abbotsford are derived from this. 
 

¶ Abingdon Road. Davyhulme 

There are 64 homes down Abingdon with no commercial units. The majority of these were built around 1935. They are numbered as 
1-66 but for reason unknown missing were 60 and 62. Abingdon is a town south of Oxford. 
 

¶ Ableton. Princess Road 
Number 23 on the west side showed this home in 1901 as being where Thomas McKenzie lived. It was 
semidetached with Heath Bank alongside. 

 

¶ Abode. 

Included with this information are many local houses or home names. Few had a number, each abode being listed by a name only. It 
is hoped that over time more can be found to be of interest regarding these old buildings. Street numbers shown are 
as they used to be, in many cases they have been reassigned for postal purposes. Much has been traced through 
'Sales' and 'To Let' adverts but in general it is only descriptive of the home itself or records an early date for its 
establishment. Any further historical value still requires searching for. Many homes after WW2 were called Sunshine 
Homes. This was a buzz word only in selling. Usually it was a house with windows front and rear to the living room 
allowing light directly through the house. As a guide to the past Flixton and Urmston, combined, had a total of 376 
homes accounted for in the 1841 census. 

 
Land transactions indicate cottages, farms, and homes were being negotiated in 1700 and before. Dates shown in this document are 
noted to be the earliest found and in many cases not the date of origin. Places like Woods Cottage and Lark Rise have confirmed 

date stones showing the 1600ôs. Shawtown information has been traced to the 1550ôs. 
 

¶ Accompaniment.   

The local cinemas were opened in the era of silent movies. This meant each having some form of music to 
accompany the films. The Palace and the Empress catered for this by means of the piano only the Curzon had a 
suggested, but never found or confirmed, theatre organ in its orchestra pit which was removed once 'talkies' became 

the norm.  
 

 

¶ Acland Cup. 

This cup was awarded to the Urmston Council in 1956 as a National prize. This particular cup was given out to the council for its work 
in making the most progress in providing amenities to the public. This cup has not been found to have any past history or a record of it 
being handed out again since. A recent finding indicated this cup is associated with amenities regarding allotments. 
 

¶ Acoustic Guitars.   

The local guitar players have made their home at the Urmston Cricket Club. Only established in 2006 they have 
joined with the Manchester Society to promote this instrument in all its musical forms. They offer guidance in Folk, 

Country, Classical, Rock, and Blues to all and any. Dedication to this instrument is the main 
object for the club.                                                                                               
 

Urmston has renowned players of the guitar, Brad Edmondson who studied at the Royal Northern College of Music. 
Bradôs speciality appears to be Blues. Chris Dumigan leans toward the classical side for his performances. 
 
   Edmondson 

 

¶ Acrefield Avenue. Urmston 

This avenue has a start of c.1935 with 18 houses, listed as 1-19 number 18 was missing. It was common practice to have field names 
given by their size or shape in the faming time of Urmston. This one is located in the Newcroft area. 
 

¶ Acregate. (Estate) Flixton  

Acregate is comprised of 14 homes only one is flats. Odd numbers only 1-27. This was the site of the Flixton Baths and after the war 
the Frank Roles Dairy. The Bird iôth Hand is a neighbour as is Penny Lane with its Acregate Cottages. 
 

¶ Acregate. Chassen Road 
A newer finding for 1926 this house was to be found next door to The Haven shortly before Shawtown Farm. The occupant was 

Herbert Eaton who was a farmer. As a private house or cottage it has certainly changed names since its recorded days and today 
both are suggested as being the cottages at the corner of Balmoral Road. 
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¶ Acregate Cottages. Flixton                                      

The last farm cottages left over from the early agricultural era they sit directly behind the Bird iôth Hand on the 
road now called Penny Bridge Lane. Due to their proximity the cottages belonged in a group which included 
the Beer House of the Bird in Hand. It appears that Ambrose Smith bought the package there in 1879 when 
John Smith died. These buildings behind the Bird are often confused with Sandown Cottages which sat on 
the other side of the Bird with Hawthorne Cottage. It takes an O/S map to see the closeness of this situation.   
                                                                                                

¶  Acre-gate Farm Penny Bridge Lane 

The farm is shown on surveys as a portion of the Worthington Wright family complex and dated as of 1869. There was a date stone 
but it was lost in the demolition and an ex-resident informed that it showed earlier c.1850.The farmer for 1901 
was James Whitnall. The farm house was not large and entering from the front there was a small lobby leading 
directly to a stairway. Each side of the stairs was a large room, one used as a sitting room and the other a 
family room that had a tiled fireplace. The kitchen at the rear carried an old cooking range and the fireplace had 
an Inglenook seating arrangement, this was later modernised but the seating was retained.  
 

The second floor had four bedrooms each of a large size. The outbuildings formed a rough square and were made up from barns, 
shipponôs, and stables, some with hay lofts. Added to this was a piggery located behind the barns and a dairy complete with old 
flagstone flooring. It is now in the area for the Municipal golf course. In 1930 the Farm here was run by the Close family and remained 
so until it closed c.1975. Predominately a dairy cattle farm in 1972 one of two barns caught fire endangering the whole complex there. 
When the Urmston Council purchased all of the lands attributed to the Wright Holdings in 1935 they included this farm. 
 

¶ Acre Hall Primary School. Irlam Road  

(No detail)  Suggested is that this is another name for the Wellacre Junior School.   
 

¶ Acresfield. Cornhill Road 
The house was to be found in 1919 on the north east side by the National School for the period. It was where 

William Shawcross stayed at that time, still recorded as being there in 1928. This home was coupled to 
Knowsfield housing a likely relative, Harry Shawcross. 

 
 
 

 

¶ Adamson Circle. Dumplington   

One of the newer additions to Urmstonôs roadways, it is situated on Trafford Way. The circle is named after 
Daniel Adamson 1820-1890. He was a driving force behind the Manchester Ship Canal development. 
 
                                                                                                                                       Daniel Adamson the first Chairman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

¶ Addison Road. Urmston 1900 

Three Villas entered for this period, Dunheved, Edgcombe, and Endsleigh. The three are still recorded as 
such into 1911. Accounted for in 2010 there were 13 houses that include the same original villas. 
 
Right to left Dunheved, Edgcombe, and Endsleigh 

 
 

 

¶ Adoption.      

During W W2 the Urmston Community adopted two Destroyers namely the HMS Express and HMS Zebra. After distinguished service 
which included the evacuation of troops during Dunkirk, the Express was transferred to the Canadian Navy in 1943. Continuing to 
serve until 1955 when she was finally broken up. The second destroyer HMS Zebra had been renamed in 

1943 and served the Royal Navy until her break up at Newport in 1959. 
Earlier, in 1937, the St. Clement's Elementary School adopted two Merchant 
Marine ships the Napier Star and the Albion Star. They later added a third 
called the Brisbane Star because the Captain was the Headmaster's brother. 
 

            
           HMS Express                                                                                                                                                                            HMS Zebra     
                                                                                                                                                   

 

¶ AFC Urmston Meadowside.  

Founded in 1977 this soccer club now boasts 36 teams of varying ages and leagues. They utilise grounds at Lees 
Field and Flixton Park. Joe Hart, Manchester Cityôs goalkeeper, had the honour of opening a new club house pavilion 
at the fields in 2011. 
 

¶ Airlie. 17 Thirlmere Road 

This was the 1935 home of the Ogilvie family. The word is generally accepted as a female name. 
 

¶ Airlie House. Western Road 

The birth of a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. G. Atkinson in 1909 announced this address. This semidetached home was connected to 
Rose Lea.   
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¶ Air Raid Casualties. WW2 

From the official records the first casualty from the local area was a female living on Snowden Avenue. The date was 10
th
 October 

1940; following this eleven other addresses show injury or death to civilians occurring during the war period. The district was fortunate 
enough to be off the line of fire being aimed at Trafford Park and Manchester. The most damage occurred towards the Stretford side 
of town. 
 

¶ Air Raid Siren.                                                                

This warning device was mounted above the Church Road Police Station during WW2 and could be heard as far 
away as both Flixton and Davyhulme. Unknown is its removal but it was still atop the station in the 1950ôs. 
 

¶ Air Raid Shelters.  

In recent times an old underground shelter was reopened on Flixton Road close to the Urmston Station. Now resealed, photographs 
are available recording this event. Many locals had their own way of avoiding the consequences of the war time bombings but public 
shelters were dotted around for use. A large one was built on Carrington Road; another remembered well was on Riverside Drive. 
These concrete structures remained for several years after the war eventually all being torn down and replaced with other use for the 
lands on which they stood. Some schools had them dug out under the various playing fields. Many from the war era will remember the 
Anderson and Morrison shelters in their home environment. 
 

¶ Air Training Corp. 

Established as a force in 1941 Flixton is home to the 182 Squadron and they are still flying high today. The Sir 
Allan Lees Trophy was presented to this squadron in 1964. They were found to be the best of their kind in the 
United Kingdom.  
 

¶ Alaska House.  

1909 saw the appearance of this home on Lostock Road. Named after its owner Alaska Harry Tweedale it sat on 
the south west side and had Mrs. John Stott as a distant neighbour. From its number of 4 it would have been 

very close to where the Davyhulme Post Office is today. 2010 and there was a home on Lostock Road carrying 
this name, a modern dwelling that for some reason has carried the name forward and it is situated where the old 
house would possibly have sat. 
 

 

¶ Albany Court.  Off Moorside Road Urmston 

1-47 occupied premises but no detail available other than it is of modern times. A possibility for its name is based on the Duke of 
Albany. 
 

¶ Albany Terrace. Lily Street 
The line here contained six homes numbered as 41-51 in 1900. They are to be found on the west of 

Grosvenor Road, as it is called today, and the second named terrace on this side. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Albemarle House. 350 Flixton Road 
This is the current name given to the house built in 1908 which had a beginning as the Flixton Institute. For many years it was home 
to the Flixton Youth Club before being commandeered for renovation and other use. In 2010 it was for Education purposes.  

 
The change of name from the Flixton Institute came about following the publication of the Albemarle report, published in 1960, chaired 
by Lady Albemarle. The report was concerning the future of the Youth Service, its expansion and professionalism in its place within 
the education system. It introduced the ideas of properly trained professional leaders working with young people. With the introduction 
of a full time youth leader employed by the local Education Authority the old institute was refurbished and re-named Albemarle House.  
 

¶ Albert Avenue.  Urmston 

This housing from 1870-1875 gave home to the early Urmston families that settled in the area. Terraced on 
both sides of the avenue, 19 units west and 15 on the east side all un-named. The avenue is one of two 

entrances leading the Jewish cemetery.  
 
An update for 2010 it had an added number of homes which totalled 40. Probably named for Prince Albert the 
Queens Consort, Albert Avenue in Flixton was changed to Bromley for the present. 

 

¶ Albert Place. Moss Road (Moss Vale Road) 
This was the last building between Chadwick Lane and Lostock Road in 1897. Situated on the west side living there in 1901 were 

Miss Emma Mather with George Mather and in the second semi it was William Dawson. Edwin Mather was known as the Flixton 
Postmaster who took many photos of the district to sell in his associated stationery shop.  
 

¶ Albert Villas. Blinco Road 

The 1919 entry for Blinco had Walter Chaloner and Thomas Baker sharing the semidetached home. For 1928 the new ownerôs 
renamed the Villa it was to be called The Bungalow and Glandeg, living in were John Robinson and Alfred Lowe respectively.  
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¶  Aldcroft J. V.  5 The Village                                                                                 

This Ladies and Gentôs Hairdresser also offered Chiropody around 1945-50 in Flixton. The shop was also one 
of many premises held by the Holdsworth butcher family as they relocated around the district. This home for 
styling was at the end of Stocks Terrace and at the corner of the Old Grove. The shop was removed during 
road widening with the terrace. 
 

¶ Alderley. Davyhulme Road 
1928 showed that Thomas Alfred Farrell resided in this home. This south side building was close to Bowers at this period. 

 

¶ Alderley House. Stretford Road 

The 1901 numbering for this place was 158 and in that year it was the home of Mrs. Emma Whittle on the 
west side of the road. Two years later Edgar Andrews could be found here. Alderley is on the right with 
Trafford House to its left. Alderley is a medieval word for a clearing. 

  
 
 

 

¶ Alderley Road. Flixton 1900                               
No names for the terraces on both sides of the road, 16 units west and 15 on the east side. Six of the 

semidetached homes went on offer by auction in 1906 they were a portion of the Bennett familyôs holdings 
from Calder Bank Farm who had purchased the plots from Miss. Alderley in 1894. Expanding by 1911 west 
numbered as 1-51 and east 2-56. Completed around 1920, there were 56 houses in 2010.  

 

¶ Alderley Road Shops. Flixton Road 

Two shops, one each side of Alderley, are recorded for the 1900ôs. The first is shown as of 1903 with 
Whitefield and Pridd operating as a chemist. George Marsden was engaged as manager.  The second came 
as Samuel Woolly in 1908 he worked as a grocery business for the area. By 1919 the grocer shared with John 
Henry Pearcy who sold fish. Both have been returned to normal dwellings. 
 
 

 

¶ Aldermere Crescent. Flixton 

The Crescent was established in 1935 and has 54 homes. 
 

¶ Aldersyde. 107 Church Road 

Little is known of this home from 1885 or there about. Thomas John Clark was the resident there for 1901.  
 

¶ Alice Ann Terrace.  Flixton Road                                                                   

Who Alice Ann was is not known but this clutch of five terraced homes was in between Brook Road and Alderley 
Road in 1880. Samuel Beck was living in one of the homes for that year which helped with a first dating. It had one 
of the Joseph Holdsworth Butcher shops as a neighbour along with Thomas Nevilleôs Grocery store in another. 
Thomas lived in the Brookside Cottages that followed on from Alice Ann Terrace as noted for 1901. 
 
 
 

¶ Alice Ann Cottage. Flixton Road 

The cottage is to be found slightly before Alderley Road in a small block called Brookside that would have 
preceded the terrace of the same name. By its architecture this cottage was built before the terrace but it was 
never noted in directories by this name. Its naming arrived later due to the fact it was situated close to the 
terrace and had nothing to do with the neighbour for the time. Deeds show it had origins as early as 1796 way 
before most along this part of Flixton Road. The property was sold by James and Edward Bethell of Crofts 
Bank to Robert Wilcock at that time. 
 

¶ Aliwal Villa. Roseneath Road (East) 

A single addressed number for both homes to the Villa it was 106 and in 1901 Oswald Virtue lived there. A 
revision for 1909 made it that the address was 102 and Henry Grundy could be found at home.  
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Alker. John                                                                 

John Alker 1873-1920 was a wealthy Flixton merchant and business man. When he died 
his wife Sabina had the John Alker Hall built in his memory. The Alker family grave is in 
St. Michaelôs Churchyard and their son, Leslie is remembered there too although he died 
in Australia.  
 
Sabina Alker                                                               A painting of John from inside the hall 
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¶ Alker Hall. Flixton Road                                   

Dedicated to John Alker its foundation stone was laid in 1926 and the building officially opened in 1927. This 
hall was always to be an ex-servicemenôs club. In 1940 preparation was made to house refugees to be 
accommodated here should it be needed. It has two floors and is made from brick, inside the hall was a 
chapel licensed to perform marriages. The frontage has been altered from gardens to parking bays but still 
sports a bowling green and gardens along side. There are commemorative stones each side of the front 
door and its official name is the John Alker Memorial Hall.  

 

¶ Alker Hall Caretaker. (Stewards as a later calling) Flixton Road                                                               

All caretakers for the hall were accommodated in a small cottage that nestled in before the Bowling Green. This 
cottage sits on the site of ground where the look alike Hathaway Cottage used to be. Albert and Maud Hamlett 
took the job of looking after the hall and bowling green in 1942, staying there until c.1960. (Renovation took place 
in 2005) The area for this cottage was called Peers Fold in 1840 whereas some documents called it Pears Fold. 
 

¶ Allen Road. Urmston (Stretford Road)  
There was one building there in 1903 which advanced to 14 by 1909. On the west side were 6 homes while 
east two separated from the rest, included Hope Cottage. Thereafter Elsinore Terrace and its end unit called 
Ivydene completed the road. The street register in 1911 switched Ivydene to the west side but nothing else 

had changed. Fairholme was a named home found for 1940. The land at No.21 became available in 1972 for 
building on.1928 showed no change with only Hope Cottage in name. This road comprised of 27 properties at 
the time of 2010. 

 

¶ Alliston and Alliston House Crofts Bank Road                                                            

A home of the 1800ôs now utilised for a medical center it is at the corner of Primrose Avenue. Back in 1901 it 
was a dental surgery, at practice, was Roger Walker L.D.S. The house with the same name sat alongside with 
Robert S. Anderson as resident. Noted in 2010 the center was coupled with a solicitorôs office and numbered 
as 26-28 and showed some alteration or additions to the structure. 
 
Alliston came up for sale in 1909 and included the description of; 4 entertaining rooms, 5 bed rooms, kitchen, scullery, larder, dressing 
room, bathroom, 3 attics, inside and out w/côs, and large cellars. A heated green house was included in spacious gardens. Hot and 
cold water was a feature as was the declaration that the home was free from draughts. Access could be made via front and side 
entrances. 
 

¶ Allotments and Gardens. 

The Gardeners Institute c.1916-20 was located at 2 Railway Road. Instrumental in the organisation of allotments 
throughout the area, it was also a supplier of seed and plantings. One of the oldest allotments is a stretch of land that 
goes from Flixton Road at Lime Avenue to Bowfell Road. It is shown as the location of many gardening functions in 
photographs of 1900.  
 
The list for these small pieces of ground is large but a few can be mentioned. Penny Bridge, Western Road, 
Marlborough Road, Alderley Road, Humphrey, Shaw Hall, and Victoria Road show how dispersed around town they 
were. Allotments really came to the fore during the 1914-18 war as a necessity for providing food. The 'Dig for Victory' 

campaign of 1941 showed Urmston as having 1,160 allotments providing fresh vegetables, many supplying the three Civic 
Restaurants to help all. 
 
In 2007 the St. Michaelôs School took it upon themselves to open up and revitalise an old allotment on Balmoral Road. Included here 
was an orchard and apiary. 2010 and another project was to reopen the allotment site at Leagate which had been left to fall into 
disarray over several years. Trafford advised that there were currently 30 sites available for 2011 occupying 1,340 individual plots. 
The Urmston and District Allotment Society closed the doors on its garden center in September of 2010 at the location on Railway 
Road. 
 

¶ All Saints. R C Church Redclyffe Road. Barton upon Irwell             

All Saints was established in 1789 the present building was created by Edward Welby Pugin c.1867-8 it is 
described as Gothic revival in appearance. Rock faced stone was used to create this church. 
The steep slated roof included a bell turret to the west. One reference to this church has it 
that the ñGargoyles are grotesqueò high praise for the architect. The church was considered 

worthy of listing in 1978 Grade1, the only one in the district. Also known as a Franciscan 
Friary its bell was inscribed as 1868 confirming the known date for this work by Pugin.  
 
The church received a grant in 2008 for repairs and conservation from the Heritage Society. Further to this another 
grant came in 2010 to restore the Sanctuary Lamp in the Chancel. 

 

¶ All Saints Presbytery.     

Mr. Pugin built this at the same time as the All Saints Church and it was included in the listing of 1978 Grade 2. It 
has a three bay, two story plan for its layout, and it is built of Rock faced stone. Both the church and presbytery 
were the result of Sir Humphrey de Traffordôs efforts to build a Catholic congregation in the area.  
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¶ All Saints School. Barton upon Irwell                                                                                         

This school was a part and parcel to the church.  
 

¶ Allwood. News Agent Urmston 

The corner of Station and Gloucester Roads was taken by this shop 1950-
60. There was a postal service there too during this time. 
 

¶ Alphome. Devon Road 

At home in the Alph was Douglas Spalton a 1928 local. 
 

¶ Alpine Terrace. Moorside Road 

In 1878 Alpine was referred to as a three bed roomed cottage with a greenhouse, it had gardens front and 
back. The address given was Atherton Lane. This was the last pair of homes before Woodsend Road on the 
north east side for 1900. The terrace only had room for two, a Mrs. Greenhalgh and Mr. & Mrs. Gooddy.  
 

¶ Alton Avenue. Flixton 

There are 10 homes numbered evenly 2-20. No further detail known. The calling is from medieval English, óOld townô. 
 

¶ Alton Villa. 50-52 Flixton Road 
As a building it arrived around 1880 with a second named as Oban Villa. Living there in 1881 were Messes. 

Athorn and Oddy. (Urban Villa) Alton sat on the corner of Lily Street, the occupants for 1901 were at No.50 
Elizabeth Warburton who was a dressmaker and her neighbour was Rudolph Schilling. Both at this time were 
residential only. Many of Urmstonôs first shops along Flixton Road were conversions from residential buildings as 
it was these eventually. 
 

 

¶ Altran House. Bowers Avenue 

A detached home found for the year of 1934. It had four bed rooms, kitchen and bathroom, and a garage. 
 

¶ Alverne. Craig Avenue 

Living in the home was James Delaney and during 1927-1931 he was a tailor. The word seems to refer to a mountain.  
 

¶ Amalgamation. 1946 

Talks were well under way in 1946 towards an amalgamation of seven authorities, Swinton and Pendlebury, Eccles, Farnworth, 
Worsley, Little Lever, Irlam and URMSTON. As is known today this was never consummated.  

 

¶ Ambleside. Parsonage Road 
On the west side of the road there were three numbered homes for 1878 at this named address. They were 

slightly odd as they went as 1, 2, and 6. Then, for 1904, this grew to a six family situation and full occupancy. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Ambleside. Spennithorn Road 
This home added to the few already along here in 1919 it was the placement of Alfred Newby to the east 
side. It was sited alongside Grasmere. 

 

¶ Ambleside Care Home. 26 Ambleside Road.  

This is newer accommodation for the elderly in Flixton. The word has Viking origins meaning óFarmô or óPastureô. 
 

¶ Ambleside House. Parsonage and Western Roads 

Between Reade House and Parsonage Avenue was the Ambleside House. Parsonage was later to be claimed for Ambleside Road. 
George Prescott Bent was in residence there for many years from the 1880ôs and until he died in 1911 it was the only house on the 

south side. His son George Henry Bent took over the residence at this time. A description in 1924 listed: Five 

bedrooms, three entertaining rooms, dressing room, bathroom, all mod cons. Outside was a garage, tennis 
lawn, stables and paddock, all situated on four acres of land that had an orchard. A current resident has added 
the facts of cellars and timber beams dating back to 1771 should be included, the beams probably brought in 
for a later construction. This particular acreage north of the railway line was called Ambleside as an entity.   

 
The house has been involved in many changes of use since its inception. First as a residence up to 1925 followed by the Flixton 
Parish Council who eventually moved after the amalgamation into the Urban District 1933. The Lancashire Council took home there 
next and, besides using it for offices they opened a school for youths. This was under the name of the Lancashire Education 
Committee. The tale continues with a home for the elderly c.1990 until it has, for now, returned as a home once more.  
 
A renaming has taken place it is now called The Ark. A few changes have been made along the way with the Education Committee 

adding a wing, the stables were removed and the house extended at the rear. It has been made somewhat more practical inside but 
the front facade remains for the future.  
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¶ Ambleside Road.                                  

As a road it was established c. 1910-1915 with the first homes being built there. Prior to this time Ambleside 
was treated as an extension of Parsonage Road with all homes named and addressed as such. For real 
estate this road has blossomed into 76 homes and 3 flats predominately built around 2003. 
 
1928 had: Belvedere, Fairhaven, Claremont, Silverdale, Mollington, Lacona, Woodgarth, Lodore, 

Grasmere, Heycroft, The Nook, Frystonôs, Rathbone House, West View, Wyresdale, Chez Nous, 
Lansdowne, Bruck lay, Wyncot, Northleigh, Craigmore, Marleholme, Treeton House, Barton upon Irwell Council Office Flixton, Parish 
Council Office, Maxwell, Rydal, Inglewood, Fairholme, and Dunard. 
 

¶ Amersham Close. Davyhulme 

The Close has its origins from 1935 and has 56 properties to its name. The estate is joined by Bexley Close. In Saxon days it would 
have been called Agmondesham, a Manor, which has been corrupted into its present name. 
 

¶ Amstel House. Church Road 

This was not the famous Lagerôs home but that of Alfred Calvert who was a teacher of languages at the time 
of 1908-1928. Amstel was coupled with Cranford. Amstel is actually a river in Holland. 

 
 

¶ Ancient order of Froth Blowers. (Established 2560 BC) 

The eccentric group was represented in Flixton by A. Cheetham of the Church Inn. Each order was called a ñVatò and the ceremonies 
involved have to be read, or seen, to be believed. One penalty for breaching their rules is that the offender will have to drink his or her 
beer from an egg cup for one hour. The order was formed in 1924 for charitable collection of funds but ceased to be in 1931. One of 

their slogans was ñLubrication in Moderation.ò Re-established and in existence today with 
around 1 million members worldwide, it is not known if local pubs participate any more as 
the charity is now held by the Scouting movement. 

 

¶ Anchorage. Stretford Road 
See Gammershaw House for details but the name came from an old sea captain called Thomas Buchan in 1894 who owned it at that 

time. For sale in 1944 this home comprised of; two sitting rooms, kitchen scullery, back kitchen which had one bedroom off, three 
bedrooms, bath and cellars. There was also a brick outbuilding containing a garage.  
 

¶ Anchorage Road. Urmston 

Only 8 houses here with no known detail. The name arrives from the old house there. 
 

¶ Anchor Villa. Princess Road (West) 

The villa was at 27 with Thomas Archer in residence for 1901. This was the last named house in a block of 
semidetached homes that numbered as 21-45. In this case the other named home was Thorn Lea. 

 

¶ Ancliff Tankers. Bulwark Road 

The Davyhulme Company of Ancliff carried the Urmston name all over Britain. At first it showed as John 
Ancliff only to have the John dropped as the company grew. Carries of bulk liquid, and or, anything that 
needed this form of transportation they eventually came face to face with a takeover to become Bulwark 
Transport. Registered during the 1950-60ôs they moved on soon after. 
  
 

¶ Andrews Avenue. Davyhulme 

Numbered as 1-19, nothing is known to elaborate on. The avenue is not far from the golf course and may hold some significance to 
St. Andrews the famed Scottish course. 
 

¶ Ann Challis Home. Stretford Road.                                                                                                      
Operating as a ladies residence this building was, and still is, called The Meadows. The late Ann Challis 

was the wife of the Stretford Rotary Clubs President. The club purchased the house in 1947 and offered it 
to retired and ailing women that could not afford to manage on their own. It was opened for the Rotary by 
Lady E. M. Robinson. This tradition of care continues with a new wing added. The business had an opening 
name of The Ann Challis Eventide Home, today it is called The Ann Challis Home for Ladies. The building 
has a much earlier date being a normal dwelling of c.1880. 

 

¶ Antenna.                 

Circa 1950 the skyline for the Urban District was changed as each home started to show the letter ñH.ò It didnôt 
matter if your home was 1900 or modern day, the familiar shaped antenna would show that you were in fashion 
and television had arrived. Licences for TV were first issued in 1946 and cost £2.  
                                                                                                                                                                             TV 1950's style 
 

¶ Antis Cove. Lindale Avenue 

The Cove contained in its semidetached state a lounge, dining room, kitchenette, three bedrooms, and bathroom. There was room to 
build a garage in the good sized gardens. 
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¶ Anti-aircraft. Army Camp Davyhulme          
This subject is covered under the heading of POW but for extra detail the guns (4) were 3.7 inch and had a range of around 32,000 ft. 

The site was encircled by a 7ft wooden fence topped with barbed wire and had two pillbox look out advantage 
points. Having its own fire station and engine helped as damage did occur. There was a fifth emplacement 
which housed a ñPredictorò this unit guided the guns to their target. Each was surrounded by concrete walling 
acting as blast protection. Searchlights were deployed down near and on the Urmston Meadows where roving 
trucks carried the lights. Carleton Crescent was another centre for this, to pick out enemy aircraft, and then once 
caught in a cone of light it gave the simple computer the required input to aim the guns. 

 

¶ Apsley Terrace. (Aspeley) 394-402 Flixton Road Urmston 

Many names associated here in 1881 but one in particular is of interest that of Gilbody. This name was 
associated with Urmston for years to follow in the like of Gratrix, both olde local names. The name Apsley is 
Anglo-Saxon and means óAspen woodô which belongs to the Willow family of trees. The accommodation here 
suited five families, one as a provision and bake shop. 1876 is the best date found for origin at this time. 
 

 

¶ Apsley Villa. Church Road 

This was the last of a building spree in 1908 along Church Road where eight homes were introduced. William 
Simpson took the ownership of this one until at least 1928. The Villa was a part and parcel to Capstone. 

 

¶ Aquilifer.  

An Aquilifer is derived from Roman times and is usually referring to an Eagle in some form. This representation is 
to be found in scouting and schools locally with both the Urmston Junior School and the 5

th
 Urmston Scouts 

carrying varied symbols in their presented documentation. 
 
 

¶ Arbor Day. Urmston 

March of 1930 was to be the beginning of an annual event which involved the planting of trees. The District Council together with the 
Allotments Association invited schools to participate in the planting of trees in Golden Hill Park. The view was to replace trees that had 
been taken in recent years under road widening and development schemes. For how long this special day survived as an annual 
planting day is not known but a Tree Planting Year appeared in 1973. 
 

¶ Archery. 

Urmston had an Archery Club around 1955 which was affiliated to the Lancashire Archery Association. The Urmston 
branch of this society was one of seven that formed the first league in its initial stage. The nearest today is to be found 
in Eccles. The 5

th
 Urmston Scouting group also have facilities and teach their youngsters this weaponry art of the past. 

Records show that the field where the Royal-Higginson Court is today was utilised for archery over many years. 
 

¶ Ardbeg. Brooklyn Avenue 

Begging for peace and quiet was Samuel Normansell whose home this was for 1927 he was stated as being a foreman. Ardbeg is 
Scottish and has a Scotch Whiskey connection. 
 

¶ Ardernlea. 30-32 Westmorland Road 
The semi was together with Bankfield for early 1900 this side of the home was occupied by Lionel Stanley Birch. He was there 

through to 1919 when Herbert Sudden took it.  
 

¶ Ardnadam. Irlam Road 

A Stott creation of around 1890, this house belonging to 1904 resident Frank Mills was placed adjoining 
Overdale on the north east side of Irlam Road. A large semi supporting seven bedrooms, three entertaining, a 

billiard room, kitchen with pantry, bath room, w/c, large closets and cellars below. The garden was extra large. 
Ardnadam is a west coast of Scotland village.  
 

¶ Argyle Villa. 10 Fingall Road 
Mrs. Emily Burgess could have knitted socks here in 1928 as she was sitting at home. A later finding had this renamed as Quinta. 

Argyle is a diamond checked pattern derived from a Scottish Tartan. 
 

¶ Army Cadet Force. Penny Lane 

As with their various service cadet counterparts, formed after WW2 and they are today, marching on. 
 
 

¶ Arne Villa. Stretford Road 

In 1901 it was to be sited after Ciss Lane and before George Street, William Frost made it comfortable. This 
semi was accompanied by Purcell Villa. Arne has several meanings but the main one is a mythological Greek 

character. 
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¶ Arnside. Brooklyn Avenue 

This became available around 1927 along the avenue. A blacksmith was occupying the house by the name of James Eyres. 
 

¶ Arnside. Craig Avenue 

This was home to the Mooney family for 1928. 
 

¶ Arnside. Chelsea Road 

1928 and Harold Taylor lived in Arnside, by chance he was a tailor. 
 

¶ Arrandale. Lostock Road 
Newcroft is the partner to this semidetached home that belonged to James Gilbody for 1900. James was a 

farmer. This Dale is the right hand home of the two. 
 

¶ Arrandale. Crofts Bank Road. 

Arrandale was a home of an estimated 1890 which belonged to James Plowman for 1894-1901 and later Mr. George Ernest Fryer 
M.R.C.S. O.B.E. In 1930 the house was bequeathed to the Urmston Council on condition it be used for offices or general purposes of 
the town. He was Medical Officer of Health for Urmston for 31 years before his death. The house was utilised for the Surveyors Dept 
alongside Moorfield which were the actual Council offices. Both were razed to form part of the Precinct development at the edge of 

Golden Hill Park in 1967. There was once a commemorative tablet set into the lawn dedicated to this fact. Arrandale today has been 
totally rebuilt and is now a retirement facility.  
 

¶ Arrandale Court. Crofts Bank Road 

Little is known other than the houses are numbered 1-29. The Court sits opposite to the site of Arrandale the 
retirement house.  
 

¶ Arran Gardens. Davyhulme 

An interesting division for the Gardens where it covers three distinct roads off Shetland Way they incorporate 51 homes into this 
complex situation. Arran is a Scottish word which means óIsland Dwellerô. 
 

¶ Artists. (Oil, watercolour, charcoal, Et al) 

Urmston has been home to many artists who have achieved acclaim locally, nationally, and some even worldwide in the field of art. 
As found they are entered individually by name. Amateur art is still prolific and there are, or were, two associated places where 

one could follow the trend with classes and instruction available. Flixton held a class at the Brook Road Church and Trafford a similar 
event at Flixton House. Beginnerôs to dab hands, it isnôt of any consequence, art is for all to enjoy.   
 

¶ Art Galleries. 114 Flixton Road & Stretford Road 

A brave attempt to open an Art Gallery along Flixton Road came in 1996. The owner invested in an old bicycle shop and called it óThe 
Crown of the Wild Olive.ô The idea was to exhibit local un-recognised artistôs work as a stepping stone towards better things. In 
another attempt to bring the art world into Urmston a gallery was opened carrying the famous name of Frances Lennon, this too 
closed at its Stretford Road location close to the old Billiard Hall.  
 
For further information the Wild Olive went on to become Interior Decorating orientated but closed in 2000 after winning óDesigner 
Shop of the Yearô award from City Life Magazine in 1998. A rethink concerning the shops future came when it opened once more with 

the name of óThe Blue Sage Galleryô specialising in garden fixtures and furniture. The original bicycle shop was under the ownership 
of Jack Bamford c.1950.  
 

¶ Arundel Avenue. Flixton 

The majority of the 131 homes around this almost circle were built here in 1970 an out of all this only one is flats. óEagle Valleyô is the 
Old English meaning to the Arundel calling. Barton upon Irwell was home to the Arundel Farm supposedly an 1800 vintage 
establishment. 
 

¶ Ascot Drive. Flixton 

Built in 1960 the Drive has 24 homes. Ascot is named from Old English which has the meaning of óCottageô. 
 

¶ Ashbourne Avenue. Flixton 

Only 10 houses make up the avenue. An interesting derivation, the word Ashbourne means óDweller at the Ash treeô in Old time 
English. 
 

¶ Ash Cottage. 49 Higher Road 

As a structure it is still standing and being used for commercial purposes. A fine example of how old Urmston 
and present day can combine. The cottage is several years older than its first directory listing of 1901; its 
householder for 1901 was Edward Lee. Due to the presence of mind of the Walton Removal Co. this cottage 
has survived, they used it as offices while conducting their business from the yard at the rear. 
 

¶ Ash Cottage. Bent Lanes 

The cottage was early in its calling in 1878 it passed under this name. Mrs. Braham left this world in that year recording the name of 
Ash as her last abode. In 1901 this belonged to John Rogers, an engineer, for its next noted appearance as it sat being the last abode 
after Ye Old farm.  
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¶ Ash Dene. Woodsend Road 

The home was one of four along this small terrace. Positioned at the end, on the right, Reginald Swann 
called it his for 1910.  
 

¶ Ashdene. Western Road. 

A large home of five bed rooms, dressing room, three entertaining, bath and etc, kitchen, larder, store and outbuildings. A fine garden 
that contained an orchard completed the picture. The year of this detail was 1919; however, earlier in 1903 it was described as a farm 
house residence with hen cotes. 
 

¶ Ashfield. 49 Irlam Road  

Ashfield has been confirmed as still standing today 2011 after a date of 1889 had been found for its erection. 
For the year of 1900 Charles T. Ambler was its owner or renter. For 1929 some detail became available; five 
beds, two entertaining rooms, electric light throughout, garage, greenhouse, rustic summer house, a rose 
garden, and well stocked gardens in general. Included in the home were electric fittings and power plugs, 
linoleum, curtain fittings, and the gas fires in the bedrooms. 
 

 

¶ Ashfield House. 53 Higher Road 

Ashfield and Higher Roads are shown as being the site of origin for this house. Its owner for 1917 was John Pearce who, in that year, 
became a Chief Magistrate for the district. 
 

¶ Ashfield Road. Urmston 1900  
Well established by 1880, on the west side Caxton Villas along with two unknown houses led to Addison Road. This was followed by 
two more houses and then Daisy Bank, Fern Bank, Holly Bank. Clover Nook was the last home before Higher Road. To the east 

starting at No.2 which was unnamed, were Lily Villas, Beulah Villas, Raymond Terrace, and Stanley Grove. The directory for 1911 
shows Mossey Dell at 21 named but nothing else changed. Newer homes arrived in 1935 and today it comprises of 40 properties, 6 of 
these are flats.        
 

¶ Ash Lea. Church Road 
The 1890 semidetached house here was once called Elm Lea and partner to Pine Hurst. 1903 it was a family 

called Heywood in Ash Lea and the Bleakleyôs for 1928. In 1941 it was home to the Walsh family. Close to the 
corner of Cambridge Road finds its location and the right hand home of the duo. 
 

¶ Ash Lea. Craig Avenue 

Lawrence Wolstenholme lived here in 1928.  
 

¶ Ash Leigh. Woodsend Road 

This Ash sits in the center of a row of four; each side was a named home with the Leigh taking two places.  
 

¶ Ashley Avenue. Flixton 

1-6 numbered houses make up Ashley, whose name comes from óAsh Woodô. 
  

¶ Ash Villa. Woodsend Road 

This 1895 accommodation contained a sitting room, parlour, a kitchen, three bedrooms and a bathroom. Later street directories show 
only an Ash Leigh and an Ash Dene along Woodsend Road. The Villa was a block of four homes between Woodsend Terrace and 
The Hollies, only the last house was called Ash however; it would appear that this group became Norwood Terrace by 1909. 

 

¶ Ash Villa. Urmston Park 

For sale in 1882 the villa had to offer four bedrooms, two living rooms, bathroom and kitchen. The house was described as a semi in 
very private surroundings built on sandy subsoil. The home was never recorded again under this name in any directories. 
 

¶ Ash Villa. Irlam Road 

The home was noted as being on Millers Lane for the year of 1877. Its only detail being that it was a detached house with a large 
garden. 
 

¶ Ashville. Crofts Bank Road 

A home belonging to the Beardsall family for 1910, it had an earlier birth being found in documents of 1901 
with William T. Wood there suggesting it belonged to the 1880-90 era. The house was to be found two away 
from Alliston and the corner of Primrose Avenue it is adjoined to Lynwood. The home had four bed rooms, two 

living rooms, large kitchen, scullery, cellars, and a garage in 1922. 
 
 

¶ Ashville. Church Road 
Ashville (Center) sat with Fernside and Strayfield along by Lyme Grove in a triple unit it was found to be 

established around 1879. Its old Church Road number was 68 and the earliest homeowner found was Daniel 
Sutherland. Each of the three homes here carried an individual name. Ashville was known to have six 
bedrooms and the entire usual accompaniment.  
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¶ Ashworth Avenue. Flixton 

This small avenue has 8 homes. Ashworth has Anglo-Saxon beginnings and comes from the family that once lived in the Chapelry of 
Ashworth in Lancashire. 
 

¶ Asshawe.  

A family name from the Shaw Hall dynasty. Lawrence and Leonard were the most well known of this family. Formerly 
Shaw was called Asshawe Hall and it was a school for many years closing in 1865 and transferred to Chadderton in 
Cheshire. The Shaw Town School was opposite the present Roebuck on Chassen Road with the Tithe Barn. Still called 
Asshawe in 1881 it was home to the Ridehalgh and Adam Stott families.  

 

¶ Atherton Cottages. Flash Lane (North east)  

The terrace by this name housed eight families in 1881. According to the 1901 street directory it showed 
only five. Of all the residents at this time Owenôs accounted for three of them. óTown by the springô is the 
meaning of this old name. In 1928 William Clough called the last of the five cottages Kenmore. 
 

¶ Atherton House. Moorside Road 

The Atherton family ran the farm known as Flash their house was sited alongside of the Poor House as a part of Whitelake View. It 
only appeared in street reference after 1901 but a date of 1886 is known. An established name for 1903 was that of Frederick John 
Wilson living there. Atherton came up for sale in 1934 noted was that it had three bedrooms, two sitting rooms, kitchen, scullery, 
larder, with an outside toilet, it was numbered 427 on Moorside. The small terrace on the north side of Moorside called Atherton was 

more than likely to house the farm workers. Located on the site of Atherton is a newer home carrying the same name from its past.  
 

¶ Atherton Lane. 

The lane was a localised calling related to the family of Atherton. It is doubtful it ever carried any official recognition. 
 

¶ Atkins Supplies. Crofts Bank Road  

A grocery store that sat next to the William Deacons Bank was shown to be in existence c.1913. Roast ham and 
Irish rolls catching the eye in its advertisements. Atkins was one of many ever changing shops here. 
 
 

¶ Atkinson. Henry Forman MBE 

Henry was born in Flixton, 20 August 1912. Educated at Manchester University and later moved to Scotland. (MSc, 

DDS) MDSc (Edinburgh). After immigrating to Australia, his profession raised him to Professor of Dental Prosthetics at 
the University of Melbourne, 1953-77. He continued on as Dean, Faculty of Dental Science 1968-70. One of his further 
achievements was to write the History of the Royal Dental Hospital. A museum has been created in his name in 
Melbourne although retired in 1978 he still conducted talks on his favourite subject of teeth at ninety years of age. 
(2002)     

      
                                                                                                                                                                          

¶ Atkinson Road. (Atkinson Street 1928) Urmston 1900 
The west side was home to the West Elms, this included Elm Bank House with The Elms. On the east side of the road the Victoria 

Villas. Housing and land here was for sale in 1881 to give indication of its origin. 2008 has many flats here and numbering which 
contains alphabetical addition to the 37 properties. Schofield Motors at numbers 21/23 closed up here in 1958. Glebe House was built 
on the road in 1975. Suggested for the word origin is Son of Adam, Atkin is medieval for Adam.  
 
1928 added a cafe called The Empress Cafe and The Morris Hall showed as the Morris Lecture Hall. Three flats appeared at number 

25 for the first time. 
 

¶ ATM Machine.  

Although introduced back in 1967 an Urmston location only became famous in 2003. A faulty machine dispensed extra 
cash with each withdrawal and in a 12 hour period £65,000 was paid out before the mistake was found. This kind of 
dispensing mishap occurred more than once in the Trafford area in 2008 and again in 2009 money was mistakenly 
given away. 
 

 

¶ Auburn Drive.                                  

This newer established housing is connected to the Auburn Lodgeôs past in that the retaining wall between 
the houses and the motorway belonged to the barn of the old farm creating a link past to present. Of the 28 
houses many were only introduced to Urmston in 1970. Nothing odd about the name, it means óreddish 
brownô. 
                                                                                                                   

¶ Auburn Ghost.  

An early alleged murder at Auburn Lodge took place around 1870 it had an owner dispatching his wife to another 
world. She is reputed to have returned until the lodge was razed, walking the farm fields at night dressed in long 
white robes. Where she walks now is unknown as this is the M60 motorway. 
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¶  Auburn Lodge. Stretford Road                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

This lodge 1740-1956 was enlarged over the years finishing up with 22 rooms two front doors and two staircases. It had a coach 
house at the gate and like many places of its time a surrounding wall. After several tenants it became better known as Leathemôs 
Farm in 1917. Samuel and William leased this farm although it actually belonged to the Faulkner family estate.  

 
Some surrounding lands were taken for the motorway in 1958 but the Lodge remained eventually being 
razed for housing in 1964. It stood on Stretford Road opposite Moss Vale Road and the Urmston Lodge and 
it is known today as Auburn Drive.  
 
 

 
The coachmanôs house, Auburn Cottage, which had been made into flats, followed a couple of years later 

into the past. 
 

¶ Aucklandôs. Spennithorn Road 

A boot repairer named as Harry Guest found time to live in this house around 1927. 
 

¶ Auclaje. Norreys Avenue 

No meaning to this calling has been found for the 1928 home. Perhaps Luther Marsden could have told as he dwelt there. The closest 
translation would be Spanish ñAnclajeò for Anchor. 
 

¶ Auction Houses. 

Searching local advertisements show that the local hostelries were utilised as Auction Houses during the 1800's. In 
particular were the Nags Head, Church Inn, and the Lord Nelson, with the Red Lion to a lesser extent. These 
establishments show prominence when it came to selling land, farms, and even cattle by auction. For the 1940's The 
Victoria Hotel became prominent for real estate auctions. 
 

 

¶ Audley. 71 Queens Road. 
For the 1900ôs this became the last house along Queens before the cemetery on the east side. George Briddon 

made it comfortable after its erection a few years earlier c.1895. George lived in the home for many years, last 
found, he was still in it during 1928. 
 

¶ Aurora Borealis. (Northern Lights) 

January of 1938 saw an unusual event take place over the whole of North England. The spectacle of lights 
lasted for approximately one hour. A Davyhulme resident described it as "an arc of brightness extending from 
the North East to the North West where it became deep red in colour, with rays of brilliant light radiating from it 
in all directions." A Parhelion was seen by observers on Cornhill Road in 1951. This is a bright light caused by 

the refraction of light through ice crystals floating in the air. 
 
 

 

¶ Authors, Poets, Writers and Illustrators. 
Tim Bobbin would have to be recognised as being the most well known writer in this category. In those erstwhile 
times another called James McDougall of Shaw Hall could claim he too was highly regarded with several 

published works c.1893.  
 
A Church Road woman called Nancy Arnold was stuck down with a life threatening disease. She turned to 

poetry as a consolatory way of handling her situation. By 1993 she had written over forty poems which were to be 
published by a charitable organisation in an effort create funding for the medical problem she carried.                              Nancy 
                                                                                                                                                                                              
Margaret Elliott Woods, an Urmston poet, had her first book published in 1998 it was called ñFor I am a womanò and received 
acclaim for the content. The 2000ôs have been showing a dearth of local authors claiming spots in the headlines. Margaret Holt, of 
Cavendish Road, who writes under the name of Maggie Bennett, had her first novel published in 2002. The book was called ñA childôs 
voice calling.ò Helen Parsley of Flixton, a pet portrait painter and book illustrator, had a showing in Urmston during 2003. Clinton 
Heylin of Urmston has shown success in writing several contemporary books. Brian Marchbank of Flixton has written two plays that 

have been successfully accepted in theatrical circles called ñFlagò and ñPawnò  
 
A journalist for the Daily Mirror can be added to the many writers for Urmston. The son of Eileen Derbyshire, Oliver Charles Thomas 
Holt, has achieved acclaim in his own right mainly in the field of sport. Oliver has won several awards for his work. The Manchester 

United journalist Steve Bartram is Urmston born he is deeply involved with the club at all levels for 
his reporting, and club news editing. The names of earlier writers such as Lawton, Langton, 
Doherty, and McDougall are entered individually, their historical works recognised worldwide. 
Potts, Crossland, Royle, too are recognised under each and their own titles. 
   
 
 

 
       Holt                                                                                                                                                                                                        Bartram                                                                                                                                                                                               
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¶ Auxiliary Service. Ambulance and Fire   

Urmston relied on Stretford and Salford for this service for most of its early years although there was a Fire Station on Higher Road in 
1919. Due to Barton Bridge being temporarily closed in 1937 a unit was set up and in its eighteen days of operation it responded to 

one fire. The first collective unit came in 1939 when Urmston teamed up with Stretford to afford fire protection 
during WW2. 
 
 After the Second World War (c.1948-1965) a government program allocated sites for an expanded auxiliary 
service which included Fire and Ambulance Stations throughout Urmston.  
 

The service was in effect handed back to local authority after war time measures. Well known ones were on Church (1949) and 
Stretford Roads with Bowfell, still a viable station, another. All disbanded in more recent years and taken over by the Greater 

Manchester Service. (Stretford) The service was placed in the hands of the County by 1974 with some taken over by private practice. 
 

The Fire Chief for the Stretford and Urmston Division was awarded the MBE in 1941. John Clitherow was 

recognised for ñBrave conduct in Civil Defenceò. His immediate reaction was to commend his force for doing 
their job and would take little of this honour for himself. Once coupled with Stretford in 1939 the team received a 
new fire tender complete with ladders. 
 

 

¶ Aviemore. Goldsworthy Road 

It took until 1934 for this named home to show, the owner was Clara Glendenning. Nothing further has been traced regarding the 
house. The address did show as being northern Goldsworthy. 
 

¶ Avis Hayes. 64 Queens Road 
George Walkden belonged to this part of the home which was along side of East Bank for 1901. The house 

itself was built slightly earlier. Mr. Walkden stayed at the Hayes till c.1918. 
 
 
 
 

 

¶ Avoca. Blinco Road 

1919 showed this house to be in the hands of Harold Williamson and George Albert Spencer trailed him into 1928. 
 

¶ Avondale. Brooklyn Avenue 

Laying down the glove Joseph Gauntlet had this 1927 home. 
 

¶ Avondale. Spennithorn Road 

This home was late for this road it turned up as 1927 with Mrs. Gertrude Knowles keeping house. 
 

¶ Avondale. Milford Avenue 

In the year of 1928 James Murphy was a packer who had this home on Milford. 
 

¶ Avondale. Grasmere Avenue 

The Kettle family saw out 1928 living here. 
 

¶ Avondale. Norreys Avenue 

This home was addressed in 1939 with Thomas Gregsonôs passing. It was dated earlier, 1928 in documents as a three bedroom semi 
with two living rooms, kitchen, bath, and the usual mod cons. 
 

¶ Avondale Crescent. Davyhulme 

Although numbered as 1-54 there are actually only 39 properties built on. An Avon was a óriver crossingô or óFordô during earlier times. 
 

¶ Aymestry. Norreys Avenue 
East side and 1928 home for the Chadderton Family no reference to any ñAmyò of any kind. 

 

¶ Ayscroft. Princess Road 
14 on the eastside was the house where Mrs. Emily Lea was living in 1927. The semi was mated with Fern Lea 

for the era. 
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¶ Back Urmston.  

An early name for Higher Road, (Front being Stretford Road) 
 

¶ Bailey Ltd. W & A Stretford Road 

John Bailey was a farmer from Carrington it was he who launched this company on the road to success. His sonôs Walter and Arthur 
formed a partnership in 1892 setting up in Partington. It was in 1923 the company relocated to Stretford Road with the results of 
expansion and a Ltd. Company being formed in 1935. Their main business was agricultural feed and fertiliser, coupled to hay and 
straw supply. This division waned as horses gave way to the automobile; they even rescinded their own horse-drawn deliveries. The 
simple name used locally for this well known business was Baileyôs Corn Mill. 

 

¶ Bakeries.                                                                                           

Local bake shops or bakeries were a plenty in old Urmston but there are too many to mention in detail. 
Grangewood, one of the first, took home in what was the Chapel of the Urmston Grange in 1894. Another, 
Shephard and Newton, started in Railway Road 1906 then by 1919 was at the corner of Lime Ave and Flixton 
Roads and called H. Shephardôs. For a small added interest, Isinglass too was once a bake shop and grocery 
store owned by Joe Powell in the 1950ôs. Princess Road hosted Walkers for many years and Williamson had an 
early bakery on Gilpin called Chasewood. 

 
 Shephard Bakery Davyhulme View  
 

¶ Balfour Road. Urmston 1900                                                             

Terraced on one side only, Balfour had 27 homes in a row. As a road it crosses the boundary between Flixton 
and Urmston. (Princess Road) For present day it still has its 27 homes with 1 only flat. Balfour is a Gaelic word 
meaning Grazing Land. The first house here, which was converted into a shop, carries a plaque. It reads 
Princess Park 1894. As it is located on the higher reaches it is a thought that it may have referred to the whole 
block and not just the home.     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

¶ Ballater Avenue. Flixton 

There are only 8 homes on this avenue off Balmoral Road. The order of St. Johns in Scotland is the origin for this historical name. 
 

¶ Ballure. Fingall Road 

This was the 1928 house of Latimer, George to be precise. It was numbered as 8. 
 

¶ Ballure. Marlborough Road 
After the beginnings of the road in 1908 this was one of two semis that arrived next just a few years later. Croft 

was the calling of is mate and they sat at the corner of Windsor Avenue around 1918.  
 

¶ Balmain Road. Davyhulme 

Started in 1930, 25 homes make up the road. The council accepted responsibility by paving the road with asphalt in 1934. The word 
Balmain appears to have strong Australian connections but nothing defined. 
 

¶ Balmoral Avenue. Flixton 

Alongside Chassen Station the cul-de-sac has 18 houses from the 1935 era. The artist Tom Dodson lived down here during his 
lifetime in Flixton. 
 

¶ Balmoral Road. Flixton 

The residential count for the road is 59. Scottish in origin and it means, from the majestic village. 
 

¶ Balmoral View. 54-60 Church Road          
Originally called Bambro View in 1881 it incorporated at 54 Church Road, Rowan Tree. In that year John 

Wood was selling unit No.4, then by c.1915 it didnôt bare any name and all were listed as individual homes.  
Four homes went on the estate market in 1912 numbered as 1-4 they showed as five bedrooms, two 
entertaining rooms, kitchen and scullery. Each had front and rear gardens. When, or why, the change of name 
came about has not been traced as the first calling is still to be seen on a mounted stone. 

 

¶ Bamford A. 1 Woodsend Road  
Mrs Annie Bamford ran a tiny shop here on the west side in the 1920's it was a sweets and tobacconist but carried 

general goods as did most of that era. Irlam Road was on the other side making up the corner.   
                                                                                                                                                                                           Annie's place 

¶ Bamford Jack. Flixton Road 

Competitor of McGrath in the cycle business Jack's shop was on Flixton Road throughout the 1950's. He was also the local agent for 
Hornby and Trix Twin model railway trains. Jack brought his style of business to the district in 1919 operating two shops. The second 
was at Woodsend which catered for appliances, TV, and radios.  
 

¶ Bamford T. L. 12 Woodsend Road 

This was a general hardware store of the 1970's. 
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¶ Bank Cottage. Railway Road 

A cottage recorded in 1865 as having James Buslam living there. His death and the cottage were entered in an 
obituary for this date. Bank House at the corner of Railway and Crofts Bank Road had this small cottage behind 
the main house. Built many years before the Bank it at some stage was altered for commercial use. 
 
 
 

 
¶ Bancroft Farm. Lostock Road  

A fire of 1938 brought this named farm to the list for the area. It was probably another name for Bennett's the more familiar calling. 
This farm had many owners from its established 1800 beginnings.   
     

¶ Bank House. Crofts Bank Road & Railway Road 

This was home to Alfred Johnson when first found in directories, he also held title to number 2 Railway Road 
which had Mrs. Louisa Johnson showing as being there. Alfred was a onetime manager of the Williams 
Deacon Bank Ltd. The house still stands with the Royal Bank of Scotland as its resident although perhaps 
more famous for its other long standing client. Once part residential it was converted into a full bank around 
1908 and has been so ever since. Internally, apart from the banking hall, the upper floors are preserved yet 
turned into office space. Fireplaces remain intact among other original features such as doors and mouldings.  
 

¶ Banks. Financial 

Banking in the district reflects upon two certain roads, Crofts Bank and Flixton. The first names on the scene were the Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Bank with William Deacons. Both occupied buildings in Urmston and Flixton for the 1900ôs. Over time amalgamations, take 

overôs and the like, brought new names the odd ones being building societies. The 
Halifax renowned for its position in the field is recognised as a bank today. Some 
went through many changes, the Lancashire and Yorkshire joined with Martins in 
1928 only to finish up as Barclays in 1969. The other main financial house of Williams 
Deacon is now home to the Bank of Scotland. Among other names, Lloyds, Abbey, 
Britannia, and Nat West, all tend to the needs of the public and business currently.  

 
 Martins Urmston 1969                      Martins Flixton 1968 
 

One older building is vacant for the present. It was once a Bank on the high street of Station Road. Coupled to the 
Labour Club or Gladstone Building its date of origin is not known, nor is the fate for the future. 
 

The Westminster Bank opened its doors in 1836 eventually merging with the National Provincial Bank (Est.1830) in 
1968. This formed the Nat West Bank group until The Royal Bank of Scotland purchased Nat West in 2000. This is 
now regarded as 85% publicly owned. 

 

¶ Bandel Villas. Stretford Road 

This was a row of terraced homes to be found at the edge of Lime Tree Farm along Stretford Road. They dated from 1880 but were 
removed around 1950 after being condemned and preventing development to the road itself.  
 

¶ Bankfield. 30-32 Westmorland Road 
In house here for 1911 was Oliver Colin Mather who lived along side Ardernlea. By 1919 it was all Herbertôs, Sudden and Gantby, 

were the two found here.       
                                                                                                                                               

¶ Bankfield. 12 Davyhulme Road 
The home was a neighbour of Rose Cottage with a Mrs. Mary Moon living on the north side of the road in 1894-1908. A member of 

the Estill family took over in 1909 Robert B. to be precise. For 2009 it was found as home to the Davyhulme Day Nursery.  
 
Foster Conway passed away here in 1905 leaving the home as follows; three entertaining rooms, five 
bedrooms, kitchen, scullery, pantry, bath and lavatory. The premises had cellars below. Outside were, barn, 
stable and smaller outbuildings, garden with orchard. Two plots of land were included with the deeds. 
 

 

¶ Baptist Church. (Greenfield Church)                 

Found on Primrose Avenue off Crofts Bank Road it is noted as1901 but may have been established earlier 
than that. Reference has been found to the Baptists formation in 1899 as an alternate to other religious groups 
in Urmston. In 1902 two memorial stones were laid at the site of the new Church by Mrs. E. M. L. Craig with 
several Baptist ministers present. Greenfield Avenue makes up the other side and it is named after the 
Greenfield farmlands once belonging to the Royle-Higginson family. A joining with the Congregational Church 
came about in 1976. 

 
 

¶ Baptist P. S. A. Cricket Ground.  
The ground was at the intersection of Crofts Bank Road and Davyhulme Road. The wording possibly is Public School Association as 
they allowed schools to use the ground with Public Service Association also on offer. 
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¶ Barber. Margaret Ann                                                                                                                   

Metropolitan Vickers manufactured its 1000
th
 Lancaster bomber in 1945. The honour of naming this plane fell 

upon Margaret who was an employee of long standing. In attendance were Mr. T. Frazer, 
Manager of Trafford Works, and Sir George Bailey who was representing the AEI group of 
companies. The plane was shipped to Woodford in readiness for the RAF. Margaret Ann 
1885-1967 who lived in Urmston all her life always remembered her fifteen minutes of fame. 
Incidentally, Margaret spent forty years of her working life at the company.  
 

An update to this story is that the Lancaster was mothballed for six months before being purchased by the Argentine Air Force; they 
then sold it to the Argentine Commercial Airlines once the war was over for passenger service. During the restoration of the only flying 
Lancaster in England in 1975 a used mid upper turret was found in Argentina and fitted to the PA474 to assist it in flying well into the 
new millennium. It would be wonderful to think that this came from the plane named ñMargaretò and that a small piece of Urmston 
history is once again flying over Britain.  
 

¶ Barcombe Close. Urmston 

The small close near Winchester Road has no detail available for its origins. Combe is a Sussex/Devonshire word. 
 

¶ Barden. Stretford Road 

1903 was the first notice of this semi a gentleman called Charles Holmes lived here. It was a home close to the 
Nelson and before Ashfield Road. The neighbour here was Mannheim also known as Knottingley by 1908. 

                                                                                                                                                       

¶ Barkway Hotel.                                                                                                                                                                     

This hotel was situated on Stretford Road. It closed up as a hotel to be transformed into a nursing home, since that time it has 
reverted into a private residence. Its origins are that of two houses The Elms and The Firs which dated as of 

1867.  A fire there has now driven a final nail into this building and it has a bleak future.   
         
The combination of the two homes made room for a lot of changes. It allowed for seventeen guest bedrooms, 
a large lounge with television, bar, dining room, and spacious parking was available. Finally it was to close in 
1985 after offering hospitality for ten years.     

 

¶ Barn. Flixton Road  

The Barn and surrounding buildings at Flixton House were allotted in 1981 Grade 2 Heritage sites. Circa 1950 parts of the barn 
outbuildings were the club house/change rooms for Urmstonôs Lacrosse team. 

 
It has been put forward that a mysterious bell, found here and later installed at St Johnôs 
Mission, belonged with the barn. Atop one section of the barn there is a cupola generally 
used for this purpose. The bell carries a date of 1785 for its manufacture and Flixton 
House was built in 1805 however the barn is possibly older than the house. It remains 
unconfirmed and speculation. 

 

¶ Barn Close. Flixton 

The Close in Woodsend has 9 houses. 
 

¶ Barnfield. Church Road 
The Barnfield of 1909 was a no through road with all but two homes named. The list is: The Vron, Holmsdale, Teviotdale, The 

Moorings, Craigwood, Roker, Kingswood, Brooklyn, Strathallen, Woodseats, Nundah, Id wal, Penpol, Froxmer, and Cressbrooke. In 
1911 the names of others came to light they were, Holmesdale, which became Hopedene, Wallaroo, Hillcrest, Woolengabba, and 

Luxmi.   
 
The house of Northwood became known as at 1918, the newer homes have an average date of 1920 and make up the total today of 
55. The road eventually became a throughway from Flixton Road to Southgate. Later discoveries were those of Cotton Stones and 
Barrinka in 1947, Caernarvon Gate 1956.  
 
The houses of Barnfield are almost impossible to identify as they changed names repeatedly over the ensuing years very few have 
gate posts or signs to show anything of value in this regard. By the time 1928 arrived there were 28 homes making up Barnfield and 

every one of them had a name. The list was long: The Vron, Holmdale, Northwood, The Moorings, Craigwood, Cribden, Kingswood, 
Brooklyn, Strathallen, Hopedene, Calder Bank, Homestead, Carrington, Foxmer, Hillcrest, Nashdon, Newlands, Lupin Lodge, 
Lochaber, Inglewood, Heathwood, Camborne, Rosemont, Heversham, Littlecroft, Merseyside, Lea side, and Newlyn. 
 

¶ Barngate. Church Road 

An obvious joining for the time, Barnfield and Southgate combined. The house was close to the Shawtown farm house in 1928 with 
salesman Henry Stott at home. 
 

¶ Barons. 
There are two Baron Titles for the district, Dr. Michael Winstanley who was honoured as Baron of Urmston and Hugh Scanlon as 
Baron of Davyhulme. No one has been bestowed for Flixton in modern times. (See Hughes for Baroness of Stretford) 
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¶ Barra Drive. Davyhulme 

22 homes create Barra which is close to Shetland Way. Barra is an island in the Hebrides. 
 

¶ Barrinka. 32 Barnfield 

The house was average for the area, a three bed roomed semi with a lounge, dining room with French windows, kitchen, bathroom, 
etc. Outside had a coal house and there was room for a garage. It was newly erected in 1947.  
 

¶ Barton Aerodrome. For interest only due to its close proximity. 

In 1987 the control tower at this airport was listed as a heritage structure Grade 2. Proposed in 1928 and 
built only in 1937 its rarity arrives from it being the first Municipal Airport in the world. The airport opened in 
1930. Peel Holdings are now the administrators of the field and as of 2007 it has been re-named as the 
City Airport Manchester. 

 
As a part of the inaugural opening the Kings Cup Air race was held at Barton July 1930. The show 

attracted 30,000 spectators and it was won by a Lancashire Club member called Winifred Brown in an Avro Avian Bi-plane. A further 
note affecting Urmston was that Ringway only opened in 1938 replacing Barton as the point of air entry. 
 
Its Heritage detail is as follows: The air traffic control tower is brick with reinforced concrete roofing. A three stage octagonal tower 

rises from a single story podium with radiating wings at its four corners. The podium carries a coped parapet above a soldier course 
and various windows with glazing bars. Lastly there is a glazed upper stage which has a concrete balcony with railings. Access is via 
a reinforced concrete dogleg stair. 
 

¶ Barton. Areas of interest 

Because of its nearness to the River Irwell, and later the Ship Canal, there were two places of interest there. First was a Stone Quarry 
and this was accompanied by a Corn Mill which was removed in 1888. Both were to be found within close proximity to the Bridge and 
the Bridgewater Canal. The Irwell had a lock and weir at this point, one of many along the old waterway.  
 
Although Barton Dock Road is slightly out of the area of concern for this A-Z it was still in contention having an address as for the 
most part it was regarded as Urmston. Arriving at the Dock Road from Dumplington Circle during 1939 to the left was a piece of 

history worth noting. Built in much secrecy a test establishment was erected for the 
development of Jet Turbine engines. An exchange between the Admiralty and Metro-
Vickers brought about something called the B10 an experimental non flight engine. It was 
modified to suit a Lancaster Bomber being mounted on the tail for testing purposes.  
 

The experiments continued through to 1943 when the contracts were handed over to Armstrong Siddley so that Metroôs could re-
establish themselves in the Industrial and Marine turbine markets. The ñBarton Testò was known to be in existence up until its closure 
and removal in 1993 and one wonders how many know of the importance this Urmston site was in the development of the modern Jet 
Engine. 
 
Stories tell of broken turbine blades being embedded 4ò into railway sleepers which had been installed to protect the building after 
some experimental engines exploded. As the site was alone in the fields it was specifically designed to avoid harm to the general 
public. The Metroôs Beryl engine, a design to evolve from this, was used by Donald Campbell in 1955 for his Bluebird K7. The world 
record was broken without reaching full power. (202.32 MPH) 
 

¶ Barton Avenue. Urmston 1900        

A block of ten homes 5 for each side of the avenue and still the same today. During those starting days none were named. 
 

¶ Barton Bridge.                                                                                               

Before the swing bridge came into being it was a normal stone structure crossing the River Irwell before 
the Bridgewater was proposed. Shipping was limited by this and only barges called óFlatsô were able to 
pass below carrying their cotton and coal cargo. The original road bridge is behind the aqueduct on this 
photograph. 
                                                                                                                                  See Brindley for more 
 

¶ Barton Bridge Complex.  
By 1885 the Bridgewater became the property of the Manchester Ship Canal Corp. At this time there was 

a need for a new bridge and it was built in 1893. A swinging aqueduct replaced the stone Brindley Bridge. 
MSC Corp is a subsidiary of Peel Holdings as of 2004. However, the canal at this point, and bridge are in 
a combined trust and not owned by Peel. In 1976 this area of 14 acres was designated as ñin trustò it 
includes the All Saints Church and grave sites along with several cottage homes. This was not a Heritage 

recognition but a general agreement made by all parties involved. The Heritage award only came in 1987.           
 

The Heritage entry for this engineering feat states: Barton Bridge, Aqueduct, and Control Tower was amended to read as in 
Davyhulme with part in Eccles. The tower is manufactured from wrought iron and brick. Both the bridge and aqueduct revolve on a 
central axis to allow the passage of ships. The aqueduct takes the form of a boxed lattice girder containing an upper member and the 
channel remains full of water when turning. At the bottom the road bridge has bow-string lattice girders either side to the roadway. The 
2 x 2 four story control tower with pyramidal roofing has an external staircase.             
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¶ Barton High Level Bridge.      

After the first discussions held in 1928 the alternate proposals were rejected. One suggestion was a tunnel this was turned down due 
to the extra cost of £720,000 over building a bridge. The second idea was to convert the exisiting Irlam railway bridge but this didnôt 
convince anyone that it would be cheaper than a new one or eleviate the congestion being too far away from the swing bridge it was 
to replace. This bridge section of the highway was first numbered as the M62.  

 
During the construction of this bridge over the ship canal disaster struck. It was 1959 and some steel girders on 
the structure fell killing four workers. This was the first of two major accidents that occurred during its erection, the 
second causing two further fatalities. The bridge was eventually completed in 1960 and open to traffic with the 
motorway itself. It was officially opened by Sir Arthur Smith in March of 1961. The year of 2011 was the 50

th
 year 

of operation. 
 

¶ Barton High Level Bridge Statistics.   

 The bridge is 2,425 ft long and has a gradient of 1 in 25 and it took 5,000 tons of precast steel. Reaching 
100 ft above the canal it originally had two 24 ft wide lanes in each direction. Not being designed to carry 
as much traffic as is required in modern times modification came in 1990 adding one lane to each side of 
the existing structure. 
 

¶ Barton Moss. 

A Hamlet swallowed up into Barton upon Irwell in 1894. The census of 1901 shows it involved a population of 234 and 45 houses. 
 

¶ Barton Power Station. Barton upon Irwell      

A site for the station was proposed in 1914 and built in 1923, its twin stacks a feature for many years; it was 
closed in 1974 and finally demolished in 1979. The station was powered by turbines made at Metro-Vickers and 
was coal fired. Prior to its more common name of Barton Power it was also called The Electricity Works. The B&Q 
now takes the space once occupied by this striking skyline structure. 
 
 
 

¶ Barton Road. Davyhulme 

The road began life as a part of Croft Bank and Crofts Bank Road by 1935 had a mixture of old and new to its 45 homes and 1 flat. 
This road was "Publicly lighted" all the way from The Nags Head to the St. Catharine Church in 1887. Development to this area has 
brought forward a section now known as Old Barton Road. 
 

¶ Barton Swing Bridge.   

Only recognised as important historically in 1987 when it was listed Grade 2*, the bridge, aqueduct, and control 
tower were added to our Heritage. In 1894 Sir Leader Williams was the engineer and the 
fabricator was A. Handyside and Co. Statistics for the road bridge include its weight of 800 tons it 
is 195ft long, and is 25ft wide. On a hot day the 64 roller hydraulic system often stopped working 
due to expansion and the local fire department would hose it down to reduce the temperature. 
The aqueduct is slightly longer at 235ft and the structure weighs 1,450 tons. A re-construction of 
the bridge complex was proposed in 1959 scheduled to be completed from 1962 until 1966. 

                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                       Sir Leader Williams 

¶ Barton Swing Bridge a Hansard (Lords) comment.  

During a debate regarding the proposed erection of the High Level Bridge this comment is recorded in the official Hansard report of 
1960. ñThe Manchester Ship Canal act of 1885 specifically states that the company should not close the bridge for more than ten 
minutes at each time. As it takes eight minutes to swing the bridge this act leads to a lot of misunderstanding.ò The company later 
explained it takes 22 minutes to complete the whole operation. 
 

¶ Barton upon Irwell.  

This civil parish was known as Lancashire Ancient County until 1894. It then became Barton under what was known as the Poor Law 
Union. In 1930 as a registered sub-district it lasted until 1933 when once more it changed hands. Barton became a part of Eccles and 
subsequently Salford. (Barton upon Irwell Flixton Office See Flixton Council) St Catherineôs Church fell as a portion of this Eccles/ 

Salford arrangement but is still represented in this document as many from Davyhulme were connected to this following. 
 

¶ Bath Cottages. Penny Lane Flixton Road. 

This pair took the place of the Flixton Baths between the Stott Mill and the Bird In Hand. During 1926 they were owned by fireman 
Sam Mitchell and boot repairer William Nuttall. At a later date they were to be replaced by the Frank Roles Dairy. All gone for today 
and they have been replaced with modern housing complex called Acregate. 
 

¶ Baxterôs. Church Road and Woodsend 

The well thought of Fish and Chip purveyor started life at 173 Church Road in 1945. They as a family were well received in this area 
of Flixton. Under stiff competition from another such operation only 100 yards away it was logical to take the move to Woodsend 
Circle, their business tradition carried into around forty odd years of service to the public. Strange as it may seem the occupant today 
on Church Road is another fish and chip shop and the building was once called Melrose. 

 
 
 



21 
 

 
 

¶ Beatles.  

The Beatles played at the Urmston Show on August 5
th

 1963 having signed to appear before fame and 
fortune became apparent. On this occasion they were sharing the bill with Brian Poole and the Tremeloes, 

The Dennisonôs, Johnny Martin and the Tremors. The compare for this concert 
was also unknown for the time his name was David Hamilton, he gained fame as 
a DJ later with the BBC. Admission was 10s 6p with a surcharge of 2s 6p to get 
into the show. The group called the Four Pennies did a gig there too under 
similar circumstances where they became recognised throughout England later. 
 

 
A Beatles Urmston show ticket was auctioned in 1993, noted as being in respectable condition, for £100 to an 

un-named purchaser. The seller described it as being extremely rare, it showed the number of 324 and was 
accompanied by a certificate of authenticity. The group were paid £26-18s for the performance plus £2-18s for 
their train tickets. There are only two known authentic photographs of the Beatles actually at the show, they are 
held by Frank Caiazzo in Florida USA. 

 

¶ Bedford Road. Davyhulme 

Leading to Hayswater Circle from Davyhulme Road1935 is advised as its beginning, there are 26 homes there. Bedford is a name 
from the Shire. 
 

¶ Beech Avenue. Church Road Urmston 1900 
The west terrace was made up of 8 units while the east had 10. The ten buildings numbered as 2-22 which 
included one shop were for sale in 1897. For 2011 it is now comprised of 28 properties with only the west 

terrace surviving from the past. The best date found for its beginnings is 1892. 
 

¶ Beech Avenue. Off Brook Road 
A single house called The Winnats made up this road off Brook in 1911. Its name has been changed to Fern Avenue and there are a 

handful more homes today. 1928 the addition here was Raygill making the avenue with two named homes. 
 

¶ Beech Cottage. 23 Bent Lanes 

The cottage remained unnamed for the 1901 street directory but for this fact, it was there. Mrs. Lydia Mears was offering it in 1898 
complete with an orchard and a portion of land across the road. The deal amounted to three acres in all. It was stated that Beech was 
actually a house and there was a cottage at the rear. The cottage/house was a direct neighbour to the Stickens Farm. 
 

¶ Beeches. Old Crofts Bank Road                  
In 1895 there was only one detached home here but it was sub-named as the Beech Mews. It had four 

bedrooms for size, but that is all that is known. At home here was William W. Reilly occupying this, the last 
house, before it ended Crofts Bank at Lostock Road. Alexander Edwards inhabited the place for 1903. He 
was a surveyor for the council and was still living there in 1928.  
                                                                                                                                                   Crofts Beeches    

¶ Beeches. 55-57 Flixton Road 

William Mabbott and Henry Sidebottom lived in this semi for 1900 which was better known as The Beeches. 
 

¶ Beeches. Goldsworthy Road 
Only two homes to the east side of this road in 1900, Merefield was the second. In residence here was William Wood from 1904 

through to 1930. 
 

¶ Beechfield Avenue. Flixton (Entered as Beachfield in some street directories) 

The avenue is estimated to have been built in 1925 with 15 homes. The Urmston Branch of the Spastic Society operated from 1 
Beechfield during the late 1950's probably in a secretarial position. 
 
1928 for here was: Springfield, Ventnor, Carnalea, Norcott, Ebor, St Fillans, Meole Brace, Glenholme, and Birch Bungalow. 

 

¶ Beechholme. 57 Westmorland Road 

This detached Holme was a late addition to the many named houses here. Found advertised in 1943; from the hall there were two 
entertaining rooms, kitchen, scullery and pantry, four bedrooms, box room and bathroom. The exterior had a garage, wash house, 
and tool shed. The large garden carried fruit trees. For 1928 a gentleman, Robert Lund Hattersley, lived here.  
 

¶ Beech House. Stretford Road  

Formerly called The White Lion which was a public house and later as Baileys Corn Mill, it was placed between Jack Lane and Ciss 
Lane. Charles Oldham called it home from 1900 to 1910. For even earlier owners it belonged to the Faulkner Estate of c.1790. 
 

¶ Beech House. Bent Lanes 

The old preserved lane has only this house left to show for the past. Its architecture is not of the 1800ôs that 
were around for the Lanes start in life. The present pathway is void of any other structures to remind one of 
its histories. 
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¶ Beech House Farm. Stretford Road 

In 1920 this farm advertised its horses and tackle for sale. Three harness horses with various carts and traps went to the auction 
block. A location for this farm has not been found, it may have had some connection to the better known Beech House. 
 

¶ Beechmount. 174-176 Stretford Road 

One of two semidetached houses built on the site which was the Church School before it was replaced by the 
Higher Road version of St. Clementôs. Built in pairs, the second duo is called Eldermount and numbered 178-

180. The land became available in 1890 to build these houses. Going even further back in history this was the 
site of the Urmston Poor House built on a field called the Barracks. In 1901 the four homes were under the one 
heading of Beechmount; residents were, Jackson, Whyte, Whittle, and Burgess. 
 

 

¶ Beech Rock. Barton Road 

The last house at Rivers Lane, it housed a gentleman called Charles Ball in 1919. Totally enclosed in woodland 
its origin is not known, it does appear to have been established before the sewerage works arrived c.1890. 
Charles was still there in 1928 now noted as being the manager of the Corporation Sewerage Works. 
 

¶ Beechwood. Lostock Road                            

This fine old house was built for the Estill family of Robert, Edward, and Mary c.1905 at the Nags Head end of 
Lostock Road. It still stands today somewhat changed. 1909 with the only alteration was that Robert had 
possibly died causing a split of the deeds and Mary had her half called Rufford. Heir apparent Edmond Estill 

took home here for 1928 and it was back as one. For this era their neighbour was Lostock House.                                                                                                                     
   
 Lostockôs Beechwood 

 

¶ Beechwood. Irlam Road  

As a semidetached house it came with little or no detail, in 1907 it carried the calling of being, handsome, when 
offered for sale. Confirmation of its partner has not been found, possible was Thornecliffe. In the Beechwood 

side lived Frank Hamner for 1901. 
 

¶ Beechwood. Cornhill Road 

The home was to be tracked down in 1919 as neighbour to The Knolls. For that year Thomas Wakefield held occupancy, by 1928 he 
was its only owner. On its other side was Netherside.  

 

¶ Beechwood Avenue. Flixton 

The avenue has only 9 homes with no further detail other than it is off Lawrence Road. 
 

¶ Beech Villa. Roseneath Road 

A foreign correspondent wrote his papers here in 1901 he was Emanuel Martinho. The home was listed as No.33 
on the west side. Manny belonged here until 1918. 

 
 
 
 
 

¶ Belfield. Schofield Avenue 

It was all fields for George Mergatroyd but he didnôt have to work them in 1928 he just lived there. 
 

¶ Belgrave Avenue. Flixton 

There are 20 homes on the avenue which dates from 1933. Belgrave arrives from the Norman Conquest and it has a meaning of 
óBeautiful Groveô. A home at No.8 offered large detail when placed on auction. There was a hall with cloak room, dining room, and 
lounge, kitchen with bungalow range, scullery, pantry, three beds, bathroom, and toilet. The garage was complete with conservatory 
over. Alongside the house was an asbestos workshop set in large gardens. 
 

¶ Bella Vista. Lostock Road 
The nearest neighbours to the Nags Head Hotel are a pair of houses called Bella Vista and Glen Luce. Built 

about 1890 the first found homeowner was M. Williams in 1901. These houses made up a dental practice 
established there for many years and they are very much Victorian in style as they ever were. Bella Vista is 
Spanish for óBeautiful Sightô. 
 
 

 

¶ Bella Vista. Davyhulme Road  
 James Beardsall was occupying this house in 1928. It was to be found on the south side of the road. 

 

¶ Bellwood. Southgate 
For 1919 this was the last semi in a group of four its mate was Lyndale. Here after the road ended with only 

Shaw fields to the Mersey. Frederick John Willett is dated here during 1919 to 1928 and on. 
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¶ Belmont. Devon Road 

This was home to the Lambert family of 1928 it was registered to Basil by name. 
 

¶ Belmont. 130 Flixton Road 

The house bearing this name in 1882 took its place close to where Glenhaven Ave is today. The possibility of it 
being earlier c.1875 is not discounted. It was a five bed, three living roomed house complete with coach house 
and stable. Dr. Michael Winstanley 'Baron of Urmston' ran his term of practice from this home. For 2009 it 

was being used as a day nursery called under the Bright Futures group. It was scheduled to close in 2010 with 
an undisclosed future. Belmont is French for óBeautiful Mountainô. 
 

Edwin Quayle JP. MRCS, LRCP, LSA, who was a Physician became the first recorded here in 1901 his business was healthy until 1928 
and Dr. Sydney Adams Winstanley moved into town to take over the patients.  
 

¶ Belvedere. Ambleside Road 

A 1928 listing had husband and wife operating from this home, Ernest Usherwood was a joiner and his wife, Elizabeth, a hairdresser. 
The house was noted as being the first building by position along the road. 
 

¶ Benbecula Way. Davyhulme 

1969 is its age given and there are 68 known properties. Benbecula is an island in the Outer Hebrides. 
 

¶ Benchmark. Flixton Bridge Carrington Road. 

1845 shows as the earliest of these markings it was located slightly north of Woodhouse Road then called Red Lane. 
On the same map others could be found close to the Davyhulme Hall Lodge, the Nags Head, and Moss Farm. The 
Flixton Bridge at Carrington carries a benchmark found near to the date stone of 1907. Such a mark shows a 
surveyed location that is used by cartographers to confirm elevation. The mark in this instance is an arrow pointing 
vertically to a horizontal line. Modern day markings are inserted plates. 
                                                                                                                                                                     

¶ Bendemeer. Davyhulme (Bendimeer for its beginnings) 

The 4 houses here are without detail c.1930-1935. An old map showed them to be on Old Crofts Bank Road, this is now confirmed 
and there is now a road/estate along here called by that name. This strange word has connection to Australia. After much searching it 
has been found that this small estate took home where the house of Bendemeer sat in the 1900ôs. This was the last home in 1911 

before Davyhulme Road. It belonged to the Cookson family who were also connected to Woodlands, their neighbour of the time. 
 

¶ Bennettôs Cottages. 30-34 Davyhulme Road  
Barlow, Kerr, and Mosedale were at home here in 1894-1901 on the north side of the road. The cottages were two away from the 

Methodist Church.  
 

¶ Bennettôs Cottages. Woodsend Road 

This small row of six homes had been around from 1890 and they only received naming in or around 1908 though 
there is some doubt as to this being a correct naming. Overlooking the óGreenô and facing the old Red Lion they 
reached to the corner of Irlam Road. Before that 1901 the last home was converted into a shop run by Ellen 
Whittaker, Joseph Parker kept it going for 1909. Ten more years and Helen Salt tried her luck at shop keeping 
before Annie Bamford took her turn. 
 

¶ Bennettôs Farm. (Incorrect Calling) 

Halfway down Lostock Road this farm was fully functional until the 1960ôs. Reference by way of a 
date stone was found for its existence in 1723 and it has carried many names since. The stone 
shows several initials; T W L H in a square formation with B in the center. It is now residential and 
just called The Farm. The face of this farm was a normal brick finish this has been covered with a 

rough plastering perhaps to take away the old farm look that it carried.  The names of Robert and 
Betty Bennett arrived and are shown in the census of 1881.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

¶ Bent Brook.  

The stream runs from Woodhouse and through Bent Lanes to the Irwell River. A survey map dated c.1856 indicates 
this begins in Stretford under the name of Longford Brook. It meanders along in a rough parallel to Barton Road 
showing itself to distinctly arrive at Kingsway Park. It continues on to the Crofts Bank culvert bridge, through 
Broadway until it becomes the Bent Lanes Brook. 
 
 
 

¶ Bent Brook Hotel. 161 Broadway   

Only established about 1962, it was considered a new pub to Davyhulme. The hotel is named so as it sits on 
the bend of the local brook. Refurbished in 2009 it is open once again catering to the more youthful side of this 
area, modern style music and atmosphere being proffered to attract its clientele.  
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¶ Bentcliffe. Barton Road  

This house sits across from the Nags Head Hotel when found there wasn't any information available but its name 
has Celtic origins. It is shown on O/S maps of 1845 as having a Smithy convenient for the hotel and its travelling 
guests. This detached residence advertised stables with the house in a 1913 sales pitch and a name for that 
time would be Guest William Phillips as resident. Found later was that the house had four bedrooms, two 
entertaining rooms, cellars, all conveniences, and a green house.  
 

Street directory entries did not follow this name for many years the only home close to Brook Terrace around that period was called 
The Retreat showing up in 1909 and again in 1919 with George Fell at home. Both had disappeared by the 1920ôs. Staying with fact 

there are two houses at this location, Bentcliffe and Brook, which are still to be found before Brook Terrace in present times. 
 

¶ Bent Cottage. Barton Road 

First believed to be unconnected with the usual thoughts of Bent Lanes, this home was close to Barton Old Road and the junction of 
Redclyffe Road. It has been established that for those early years Bent Lane did go through to Barton Road. This cottage is dated 
around 1840 or slightly earlier and is only shown on maps without detail. Its nearest neighbour was Rose Cottage in that era. Joseph 
Bent died here in 1878 leaving the cottage and chattels up for auction. 
 

¶ Bent Cottage. Moorside Road 

A close neighbour to the Wesley Chapel the cottage was for sale in 1854 with Mr. Bent as the occupant. This has been compared to 
the Wesley Cottage as that too was occupied by the Bent family. 
 

¶ Bent Lanes.  

Before it was known as a road it was a Hamlet and covered the area surrounding what is now Bent Lanes. 
Several stories abound as to its naming. Some say is was so called after John Bent and his connection to the 
Wesleyan Church while others offer the fact it comprised of lanes that were bent. As a last offering, in old 
English, Bent means the place where the rushes grow. None have any source for confirmation. In 1838 a pair 
of cottages was offered with loom shops and orchards. They sat on land called Little Bent and Bent Croft and 
there was an acre of land to make it all inclusive.  
 

Some notes of interest are that the Lanes only received Electricity in May 1955. They got this after agreeing 
to spend £25 per year in usage over five years. In a development of 1957 a scheme to build "Over spill" 

houses here was rejected by the Town and Country Planning Association sighting the atmospheric pollution 
from Davyhulme's sewerage plant and the alternate site of the Irlam Ferry area due to the Irlam Power 
Station pollution. In an effort to preserve a little of the lanes past, a pathway now exists where the early part 
left Davyhulme Road and joins at Woodhouse. The lanes in their original form traversed through to Barton 
Road connecting to Dumplington.   
 

¶ Bent Lanes. Davyhulme 1900 

Brookfield and Highfield started the lane names preceding numbers 1-21 which ended at No. 23 Ivy Cottage. Homes here carry dates 
from the early 1800's. The Stickens Farm, Woodbine Cottage, Ye Old Farm, and Ash Cottage made up the remainder of the lane. 
One house was called Bent Lanes House with John Wardle resident in 1899 but which it was is not known. Two acres of land came 
up for sale in 1963 to expand housing north of Redbourne Drive. There are 130 registered homes now.   
 

¶ Bent Lane House. Davyhulme (Unknown) 
This house was found for 1876 and to be on the lane but unknown as to which it was from the several there. Later was a óTo Letô sign 
in 1893 according to an advert in the press the house had four bedrooms and two living rooms, on show was a good garden. There 
was a stable as an added feature. A cottage alongside could be included if it was required.  
 

¶ Bents Avenue. Flixton 

The 13 homes here, apart from the terrace, are relatively new 2005 and sit at the end of Bromley. Bents was 
around for many years before this as can be seen by the original architecture. Victoria Avenue c.1900 was 
shown as taking first call here and only Lonsdale carried a naming. 
 
   The 1900 Terrace along Bents Avenue 
 

 

¶ Bent Terrace. Barton Road 

The closest point, to describe where this is located, would be at the Crofts Bank Bridge and behind the 
Nags Head. The terrace of nine built c.1875 is standing to this day. Typical here for 1882 were three 
bedrooms, bathroom, a parlour, kitchen, and scullery.  
 

¶ Beravale. Brooklyn Avenue 

1927 resident Reginald Brown made this home look smart as he was a designer. 
 

¶ Berick. 15 Old Crofts Bank Road 

Described as a modern semidetached of character and made from weathered brick. It had a porch, entry hall and cloak, lounge with 
French window to the garden, dining room. The morning room and kitchenette went together with a bathroom and three bedrooms. A 
two car garage, with a workshop, extended into a large well laid out garden. Currently there is no information of its origin. 
 




