
 

 

Urmston a history from óA to Zô 
 

This site is run by Dave King webmaster of www.urmston.net and this document is presented with his kind permission. 
 

Preface 
Compiled as a reference for Urmston and District, this work is a guide only and any subject can be studied in more detail at your local library. 

The Urban District referred to encompasses Urmston Flixton Davyhulme and some portions of Barton. 

It should be noted that this information is not for any commercial use. Any named persons and or establishments are only entered when of 
value. 

 
Acknowledgements go out to the libraries of Urmston and Trafford local studies, local historians, along with friends and family.  

 
Note: 

While every care has been taken for accuracy, any errors and omissions are unintentional. Many indications are that words are misspelt, especially 
where reference is made to property names. This not the case but how they were introduced originally in documentation of the past. The information 

herein includes many periods of time that may have some interest for readers. 
 

This is a work in progress with the expectancy that it will never be finished. 
                                                  Comments are invited via the Forum and its Glancing Back subject entry. 

 
 

Latest update: August 2010  
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

For this year 2010 the birthdays on offer are: Age wise, the Gloucester House built in 1880 is 130 years old which matches the 
Hulme's Ferry for operation. 75 is the Fountain at Flixton House being introduced in 1935. Flixton FC established in 1960 reaches 
the 50 year mile stone and it was 65 years ago that Urmston's Margaret Barber christened the 1000

th
 Lancaster Bomber 

manufactured at Metropolitan Vickers. Removed in 1935, the Stott Mill has been gone for 75 years and slightly outside the district 
Barton Airport has now been flying for 80 years. It has been 70 years since the first bomb landed on Urmston recorded as October 
1940. Barton High Level Bridge opened as part of the M62 motorway 50 years ago, Simpsons Food factory has given 100 years of 
food to the world and the Sale Water Park has been protecting the district for 40 years being completed in 1970. The St. Michael's 
Mission is 80 this year. Related to many towns but Lake Haweswater was created 70 years ago to supplement Thirlmere and the 
water supply for the district. Lymehurst Day Nursery celebrates 20 years of child care this year. Davyhulme Junior School has 
reached its 70 and finally, this is the 25

th
 anniversary if the Wibbersley and Thorne group, a charity organisation who aid Christies. 

   
 
 

A  
 

¶  Abbotsfield. Flixton Road  

 
Built by James Stott in 1889 as a personal residence, it was utilised as a hospital during the Second World 
War and now houses the present day Flixton Conservative Club. The structure is made from semi-glazed brick 
and is two stories in height. A bowling green is included in this complex which has been altered with additions 
at the rear. A date stone confirming the date and ownership for the original home is mounted in this building. 
This James Stott 1852-1934 was a descendant of the first James 1829-1858. 
 

 

¶ Abbotsfield Close. Flixton 

The houses of the Close are numbered as 1-10 with no further detail. The Close is nowhere near anything ñAbbotsfieldò being off 
Woodbridge Road at Woodsend. 
 

¶ Abbotsfield Walkers. 

The Fell walkers were formed in 1996 as a walking group based at the Flixton Conservative Club. There is 
another walking society called Moorside but their detail is unknown. Both are associated with the Peak and 
Northern Footpath Society. 
 

¶  Abbotsfield Park. (Public)          

Because of its location, on Chassen Road, it is also known as Chassen Park. This was once farm land with names such as Moss and 
Further Moss, its first amenity was the tennis court several years before a bowling green was installed. The 
courts were accompanied by a Pavilion to the side of Lime Avenue. Laid out for several soccer fields during the 
fifties this practice seems to have been halted. For many years it hosted the Urmston Agricultural Show. The 
Flixton Veterans Association (Bowling) was to have a new pavilion in the park for 1973. Today it includes a 
Model Railway Club and is the traditional site for bonfire night. An event called The May Day Steam has 
become a modern day feature held annually there. 
 

http://www.urmston.net/


 

¶ Abbotsford. 99 Church Road                     
This old home was converted into a school called Caius House in 1908. (See Caius House) The school stayed 

there until 1997 when it relocated to Flixton Road. Today it is utilised as a Day Care Centre for children. Much of the 
old interior was rediscovered hidden away behind false walling and it has been retained as its new décor. The 
building is dated as of 1898 and confirmed by finding a newspaper of the time hidden in the walls. The house was 
registered to Frederick Fletcher from 1901 to 1911. 

 

¶   Abbotsford Preparatory School. 211 Flixton Road                 

Originally as Caius House School on Church Road, it transferred operations in 1997. This site was formerly the 
Barracks or Drill Hall and had an even earlier connection to the Stott Mill. 2004 saw it fall under the wing of the 
GMS education group. They held a centenary celebration in 2008 which included many events. 
 

¶  Abbots Lane Flixton 

In early 1800 this became Penny Lane which fell to Chassen Road. It gave forth the origin for the Park there 
and its surrounds to be so called. Abbotsfield and Abbotsford are derived from this. 
 

¶ Abingdon Road. Davyhulme 

There are 64 homes down Abingdon with no commercial units. The majority of these were built around 1935. They are numbered as 1-
66 but for reason unknown missing are 60 and 62. (Abingdon is a town south of Oxford) 
 

¶ Ableton. Princess Road 
Number 23 on the west side showed this home in 1901 as being where Thomas McKenzie lived. It was 
semidetached with Heath Bank alongside. 

 

¶ Abode. 

Included with this information are many local houses or home names. Few had a number, each abode being listed by a name only. It is 
hoped that over time more can be found to be of interest regarding these old buildings. Street numbers shown are as 
they used to be, in many cases they have been reassigned for postal purposes. Any details of local housing 

submitted would be graciously received. Much has been traced through 'Sales' and 'To Let' adverts but in general it is 
only descriptive of the home itself or records an early date for its establishment. Any further historical value is still 
being searched for. Many homes after WW2 were called Sunshine Homes. This was a buzz word only in selling. 
Usually it was a house with windows front and rear to the living room allowing light directly through the house. 
 

¶ Acacias. Granville Road 

This retirement housing was formed in 1985 and is made up of 23 single unit apartments. (An Acacia is a tree) 
 

¶ Accompaniment.   
 

The local cinemas were opened in the era of silent movies. This meant each having some form of music to 
accompany the films. The Palace and the Empress catered for this by means of the piano only the Curzon is 
supposed to have had a theatre organ in its orchestra pit which was removed once 'talkies' became the norm. Any 
confirmation of this organ would be welcomed. 

 

¶ Acland Cup. 

This cup was awarded to the Urmston Council in 1956 as a National prize. This particular cup was given out to the council for its work in 
making the most progress in providing amenities to the public. This cup has not been found to have any past history or record of it 
being handed out again since. 
 

¶ Acoustic Guitars.   

The local guitar players have made their home at the Urmston Cricket Club. Only established in 2006 they have 
joined with the Manchester Society to promote this instrument in all its musical forms. They offer guidance in Folk, 
Country, Classical, Rock, and Blues to all and any. Dedication to this instrument is the main object for the club.                                                                                                
 

¶ Acrefield Avenue. Urmston 

This avenue has a start of c.1935 with 18 houses, listed as 1-19 number 18 is missing. It was common practice to have field names 
given by their size or shape in the faming time of Urmston. This one is located in the Newcroft area. 
 

¶ Acregate. Flixton 

Acregate is comprised of 14 homes only one is flats. Odd numbers only 1-27. This was the site of the Flixton Baths and after the war 
the Frank Roles Dairy. 
 

¶ Acregate. Chassen Road 

A newer finding for 1926 this house was to be found next door to The Haven shortly before Shawtown Farm at Balmoral Road. The 
occupant was Herbert Eaton who was a farmer. As a private house or cottage it is yet to be identified for location. 
 

¶ Acregate Cottage. Flixton                                      

A last farm cottage left over from the early agricultural era they sit directly behind the Bird iôth Hand. This side 
road is now called Penny Bridge Lane. Due to their proximity the cottages may have belonged with the 
Worthington-Wright Estate at one time. These cottages didnôt appear until 1911 when they became entered as 
Sandown.  For 1926 at home were Emily Dyson and Sam Collier.  
                                                                                                                   



 

¶  Acre-gate Farm Penny Bridge Lane 

The farm is shown on surveys as a portion of the Worthington Wright family complex and dated as of 1869. 
There was a date stone but it was lost in the demolition and suggested is that it showed earlier c.1850.The 
farmer for 1901 was James Whitnall. The farm house was not large and entering from the front there was a 
small lobby leading directly to a stairway. Each side of the stairs was a large room, one used as a sitting room 
and the other a family room that had a tiled fireplace. The kitchen at the rear carried an old cooking range and 
the fireplace had an Inglenook seating arrangement, this was later modernised but the seating was retained.  

 
The second floor had four bedrooms each of a large size. The outbuildings formed a rough square and were made up from barns, 
shipponôs, and stables, some with hay lofts. Added to this was a piggery located behind the barns and a dairy complete with old 
flagstone flooring. It is now in the area for the Municipal golf course. In 1930 the Farm here was run by the Close family and remained 
so until it closed c.1975. Predominately a dairy cattle farm in 1972 one of two barns caught fire endangering the whole complex there. 
The Urmston Council purchased all of the lands attributed to the Wright Holdings in 1934. 
 

¶ Acre Hall Primary School. Irlam Road  

(No detail)  Suggested is that this is another name for Wellacre Junior School.   
 

¶ Adamson Circle. Dumplington   

One of the newer additions to Urmstonôs roadways, it is situated on Trafford Way. The circle is named after 
Daniel Adamson 1820-1890. He was a driving force behind the Manchester Ship Canal development. 
 
                                                                                                                                        Daniel Adamson the first Chairman                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

¶ Addison Road. Urmston 1900 

 
Three Villas entered for this period, Dunheved, Edgcombe, and Endsleigh. The three are still recorded as such 
into 1911. Today 2010 there are 13 houses that include the same original villas. 
 
Right to left Dunheved, Edgcombe, and Endsleigh 

 
 

¶ Adoption.      

During W W2 the Urmston Community adopted two Destroyers namely the HMS Express and HMS Zebra. After distinguished service 
which included the evacuation of troops during Dunkirk, the Express was transferred to the Canadian Navy in 1943. Continuing to serve 
until 1955 when she was finally broken up. The second destroyer HMS Zebra had been renamed in 1943 

and served the Royal Navy until her break up at Newport in 1959. Earlier, in 
1937, the St. Clement's Elementary School adopted two Merchant Marine 
ships the Napier Star and the Albion Star. They later added a third called the 
Brisbane Star because the Captain was the Headmaster's brother. 

            
           HMS Express                                                                                                                                                                            HMS Zebra                                                                                                                                                       
 

¶ AFC Urmston Meadowside.  

 
Founded in 1977 this soccer club now boasts 36 teams of varying ages and leagues. They utilise grounds at Lees Field 
and Flixton Park. 
 

 

¶ Air Raid Casualties. WW2 

From the official records the first casualty from the local area was a female living on Snowden Avenue. (Name and 
number withheld) The date was 10

th
 October 1940; following this eleven other addresses show injury or death to 

civilians occurring during the war period. 
 

¶ Air Raid Siren.                                                                

This warning device was mounted above the Church Road Police Station during WW2 and could be heard as far 
away as both Flixton and Davyhulme. Unknown is its removal but it was still atop the station in the 1950ôs. 
 

¶ Air Raid Shelters.  

In recent times an old shelter was reopened on Flixton Road. Now resealed, photographs in the gallery record this event. Many locals 
had their own way of avoiding the consequences of the war time bombings but public shelters were dotted around for use. A large one 
was built on Carrington Road; another remembered well was on Riverside Drive. These concrete structures remained for several years 
after the war eventually all being torn down and replaced with other use for the lands on which they stood. Some schools had them dug 
out under the various playing fields. Many from the war era will remember the Anderson and Morrison shelters in their home 
environment. 
 

¶ Air Training Corp. 

Established as a force in 1941 Flixton is home to the 182 Squadron and they are still flying high today.  
 
 

¶ Alaska House.  
1909 saw the appearance of this home on Lostock Road. Named after its owner Alaska Harry Tweedale it sat on the south west side 

and had Mrs. John Stott as a neighbour. From its number of 4 it would have been very close to where the Davyhulme Post Office is 
today.  



 

¶ Albany Court.  Off Moorside Road Urmston 

1-47 occupied premises but no detail available other than it is of modern times. (A possibility for its name is based on the Duke of 
Albany) 
 

¶ Albany Terrace. Lily Street 
The line here contained six homes numbered as 41-51 in 1900. They are to be found on the west of 

Grosvenor, as it is called today, and the second named terrace on this side. 
 

¶ Albermarle House. 350 Flixton Road 
This is the current name given to the house built in 1908 which had a beginning as the Flixton Institute. For many years it was home 
to the Flixton Youth Club before being commandeered for renovation and other use. The origin of the name has not been traced as 

there appears to be no connection between the name and Flixton. The Earl of Albermarle built a castle in Flixton Yorkshire but council 
couldnôt have misunderstood that could they? 
 

¶ Albert Avenue.  Urmston 

 
This housing from 1870-1875 gave home to the early Urmston families that settled in the area. Terraced on both 
sides of the avenue, 19 units west and 15 on the east side all un-named. The avenue is one of two entrances 

leading the Jewish cemetery. Today 2010 it is thought to have an added number of homes which now total 40. 
(Probably named for Prince Albert the Queens Consort) 

 

¶ Albert Place. Moss Road 
This was the last building between Chadwick Lane and Lostock Road in 1900. Situated on the west side living there were Miss Emma 

Mather with George Mather and in the second semi it was William Dawson. 
 

¶  Aldcroft J. V.  5 The Village                                                                                 

This Ladies and Gentôs Hairdresser also offered Chiropody around 1945-50 in Flixton. This shop was also one of 
many premises held by the Holdsworth butcher family as they relocated around the district. This shop was at the end 
of Stocks Terrace and at the corner of the Old Grove. 
 

¶ Alderley House. Stretford Road 

 
The 1901 numbering for this place was 158 and in that year it was the home of Mrs. Emma Whittle on the west 
side of the road. Alderley is on the right with Trafford House to its left. 

 
 
 

¶ Alderley Road. Flixton 1900                               
No names for the terraces on both sides of the road, 16 units west and 15 on the east side. Six of the 

semidetached homes went on offer by auction in 1906 they were a portion of the Bennett familyôs holdings from 
Calder Bank Farm. Expanding by 1911 west numbered as 1-51 and east 2-56. Completed around 1920, there 

are 56 houses in 2010. (Alderley is a medieval word for a clearing) 
 

¶ Aldermere Crescent. Flixton 

The Crescent was established in 1935 and has 54 homes. 
 

¶ Aldersyde. 107 Church Road 

 
Little is known of this home from 1885 or there about. Thomas John Clark was the resident there for 1901. 
 
 
 

¶ Alice Ann Terrace.  Flixton Road                                                                  The terrace is on the left 

Who Alice Ann was is not known but this clutch of ten terraced homes was in between Brook Road and 
Alderley Road in 1880. Samuel Beck was living in one of the homes for that year. It had one of the Joseph 
Holdsworth Butcher shops as a neighbour along with Thomas Nevilleôs Grocery store. 
 

¶ Aliwd Villa. Roseneath Road (East) 

 
A single addressed number for both homes to the Villa it was 106 and in 1901 Oswald Virtue lived there. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Alker. (John)                                                                                 A painting of John from inside the hall 
 

John Alker 1873-1920 was a wealthy Flixton land owner and business man. When he died his wife 
Sabina had the John Alker Hall built in his memory. The Alker family grave is in St. Michaelôs 
Churchyard. Their son, Leslie is remembered there too although he died in Australia.  
 
Sabina Alker                                                                                



 

¶ Alker Hall. Flixton Road                                   

Dedicated to John Alker its foundation stone was laid in 1926 and the building officially opened in 1927. This hall 
was always to be an ex-servicemenôs club. It has two floors and is made from brick, inside the hall was a chapel 
licensed to perform marriages. The frontage has been altered from gardens to parking bays but still sports a 
bowling green and gardens along side. There are commemorative stones each side of the front door and its 
official name is the John Alker Memorial Hall. 

 

¶ Alker Hall Caretaker. Flixton Road                                                                 

All caretakers for the hall were accommodated in a small cottage that nestled in before the Bowling Green. 
This cottage sits on the site of ground where the look alike Hathaway Cottage used to be. Albert and Maud 
Hamlett took the job of looking after the hall and bowling green in 1942, staying there until c.1960. (Renovation 
took place in 2005) The area for this cottage was called Peers Fold in 1840 and later some documents called it 
Pears Fold. 
 

¶ Allen Road. Urmston (Stretford Road)  
There was one building there in 1903 which advanced to 14 by 1909. On the west side were 6 homes while east 

two separated from the rest, included Hope Cottage. Thereafter Elsinore Terrace and its end unit called Ivydene 
completed the road. The street register for 1911 switched Ivydene to the west side but nothing else had changed. 

Fairholme was a named home for 1940. The land for No.21 became available for building on in 1972. The road is 
comprised of 27 properties at this time of 2010.  

 

¶ Alliston and Alliston House Crofts Bank Road                                                            

A home of the 1800ôs now utilised for a medical center it is at the corner of Primrose Avenue. Back in 1901 it was 
a dental surgery, at practice, was Roger Walker L.D.S. The house with the same name sat alongside with Robert 
S. Anderson as resident. Today in 2010 the center is coupled with a solicitorôs office and numbered as 26-28. 
 

¶ Allotments and Gardens. 

The Gardeners Institute c.1916 was located at 2 Railway Road. Instrumental in the organisation of allotments throughout the area, it 
was also a supplier of seed and plantings. One of the oldest allotments is a stretch of land that goes from Flixton Road 
at Lime Avenue to Bowfell Road. It is shown as the location of many gardening functions in photographs of 1900. The 
list for these small pieces of ground is large but a few can be mentioned. Penny Bridge, Western Road, Marlborough 
Road, Alderley Road, Shaw Hall, and Victoria Road show how dispersed around town they were. Allotments really 
came to the fore during the 1914-18 war as a necessity for providing food. The 'Dig for Victory' campaign of 1941 
showed Urmston as having 1,160 allotments providing fresh vegetables, many supplying the three Civic Restaurants to 
help all. In 2007 the St. Michaelôs School took it upon themselves to open up and revitalise an old allotment on 
Balmoral Road. This community spirit was highly commended. Trafford advise that there currently 30 sites available for 
2010 occupying 1340 individual plots. 

 

¶ All Saints. R C Church Redclyffe Road. Barton upon Irwell             

All Saints was established in 1789 the present building was created by Edward Welby Pugin 
c.1867-8 it is described as Gothic revival in appearance. Rock faced stone was used to create this 
church. The steep slated roof included a bell turret to the west. One reference to this church has it 
that the ñGargoyles are grotesque.ò The church was considered worthy of listing in 1978 Grade1, 
the only one in the district. Also known as a Franciscan Friary its bell was inscribed as 1868 
confirming the known date for this work by Pugin. The church received a grant in 2008 for repairs 
and conservation from the Heritage Society. 

 

¶ All Saints Presbytery.     

Mr. Pugin built this at the same time as the All Saints Church and it was included in the listing of 1978 Grade 2. It 
has a three bay, two story plan for its layout, and it is built of Rock faced stone. Both the church and presbytery 
were the result of Sir Humphrey de Traffordôs efforts to build a Catholic congregation in the area.  
                                                                                                                                                                   Presbytery 

¶ All Saints School. Barton upon Irwell                                                                                         

This school was a part and parcel to the church. 

 

¶ Allwood. News Agent 

The corner of Station and Gloucester Roads was taken by this shop 1950-
60. There was a postal service there too at one time. 
 

¶ Alpine Terrace. Moorside Road 
This was the last pair of homes before Woodsend Road on the north east side for 1900. The terrace only 

had room for two, a Mrs, Greenhalgh and Mr. & Mrs. Gooddy 
 

¶ Alton Avenue. Flixton 

There are 10 homes numbered evenly 2-20. No further detail known. (The calling is from medieval English, óOld townô) 
 

¶ Alton Villa. 50-52 Flixton Road 
As a building it arrived around 1881 with a second named as Oban Villa. (Urban Villa) Alton sat on the corner of 

Lily Street, the occupants for 1901 were at No.50 Elizabeth Warburton who was a dressmaker and her neighbour 
was Rudolph Schilling. Both at this time were residential only. Many of Urmstonôs first shops along Flixton Road 
were conversions from residential buildings as were these eventually. 



 

¶ Amalgamation. 1946 

Talks were well under way in 1946 towards an amalgamation of seven authorities, Swinton and Pendlebury, Eccles, Farnworth, 
Worsley, Little Lever, Irlam and URMSTON. As is known today this was never consummated.  

 

¶ Ambleside. Parsonage Road 
On the west side of the road there were three numbered homes for 1900 at this named address. They 

were slightly odd as they went as 1, 2, and 6. Then, for 1904, this grew to five families. 
 

¶ Ambleside Care Home. 26 Ambleside Road.  

This is newer accommodation for the elderly in Flixton. (The word has Viking origins meaning óFarmô or óPastureô) 
 

¶ Ambleside House. Western & Flixton Roads 

Between Reade House and Parsonage Avenue was the Ambleside House. George Bent was in residence there for many years in the 
1880ôs and it was the only house on the west side. This particular area north of the railway line was all called Ambleside.  

 

¶ Ambleside Road.                                  

As a road it was established in 1930 with the first homes being built there. For real estate this road has 
blossomed into 76 homes and 3 flats predominately built around 2003. 
 

¶ Amersham Close. Davyhulme 

The Close has its origins from 1935 and has 56 properties to its name. The estate is joined by Bexley Close. (In Saxon days it would 
have been called Agmondesham, a Manor, which has been corrupted into its present name) 
 

¶ Amstel House. Church Road 

This was not the famous Lagerôs home but that of Alfred Calvert who was a teacher of languages at the time of 
1908. Amstel is coupled with Innisfallen. 

 

¶ Ancient order of Froth Blowers. (Established 2560 BC) 

The eccentric group was represented in Flixton by A. Cheetham of the Church Inn. Each order was called a ñVatò and the ceremonies 
involved have to be read, or seen, to be believed. One penalty for breaching their rules is that the offender will have to drink his or her 

beer from an egg cup for one hour. The order was formed in 1924 for charitable collection of 
funds. One of their slogans is ñLubrication in Moderation.ò Still in existence today with around 
1 million memberôs world wide it is not known if local pubs participate any more. 

 

¶ Anchorage. Stretford Road 
See Gammershaw House for details but the name came from an old sea captain called Thomas Buchan in 1894 who owned it at that 

time. For sale in 1944 this home comprised of; two sitting rooms, kitchen scullery, back kitchen which had one bedroom off, three 
bedrooms, bath and cellars. There was also a brick outbuilding containing a garage.  
 

¶ Anchorage Road. Urmston 

Only 8 houses here with no known detail. The name arrives from the old house there. 
 

¶ Anchor Villa. Princess Road (West) 

The villa was at 27 with Thomas Archer in residence for 1901. This was the last named house in a block of 
semidetached homes that numbered as 21-45. In this case the other named home was Thorn Lea. 

 

¶ Andrews Avenue. Davyhulme 

Numbered as 1-19, nothing is known to elaborate on. The avenue is not far from the golf course and may hold some significance to St. 
Andrews the famed Scottish course. 
 

¶ Ann Challis Home. Stretford Road.                                                                                                      
Operating as a ladies residence, it was and still is, called The Meadows (1903). The late Ann Challis was the 

wife of the Stretford Rotary Clubs President. The club purchased the house in 1947 and offered it to retired 
and ailing women that could not afford to manage on their own. It was opened by Lady E. M. Robinson. This 
tradition continues with a new wing added. The business had an opening name of The Ann Challis Eventide 
Home, today it is called The Ann Challis Home for Ladies. The building has a much earlier date being a normal 
dwelling of c. 1880ôs. 

 

¶ Antenna.                 

Circa 1950 the skyline for the Urban District was changed as each home started to show the letter ñH.ò It didnôt 
matter if your home was 1900 or modern day, the familiar antenna would show that you were in fashion and 
television had arrived. Licences for TV were first issued in 1946 and cost £2.  
                                                                                                                                                                             TV 1950's style 

¶ Anti-aircraft. Army Camp Davyhulme          

This subject is covered under the heading of POW but for extra detail the guns (4) were 3.7 inch and had a range of around 32,000 ft. 
The site was encircled by a 7ft wooden fence topped with barbed wire and had two pillbox look out advantage 
points. Having its own fire station and engine helped as damage did occur. There was a fifth emplacement which 
housed a ñPredictorò this unit guided the guns to their target. Each was surrounded by concrete walling acting as 
blast protection. Searchlights were deployed down near and on the Urmston Meadows where roving trucks 
carried the lights. Carleton Crescent was another centre for this, to pick out enemy aircraft, and then once caught 
in a cone of light it gave the simple computer the required input to aim the guns. 



 

¶ Apsley Terrace. (Aspeley) 394-402 Flixton Road Urmston 

Many names associated here in 1881 but one in particular is of interest that of Gilbody. This name was associated 
with Urmston for years to follow in the like of Gratrix, both olde local names. (The name Apsley is Anglo-Saxon and 
means óAspen woodô which belongs to the Willow family of trees) The accommodation here suited five families. 
 

 

¶ Apsley Villa. Church Road 

 
This was the last of a building spree in 1908 along Church Road where eight homes were introduced. William 
Simpson took the ownership of this one. The Villa was a part and parcel to the Red House. 

 

¶ Aquilifer.  

An Aquilifer is derived from Roman times and is usually referring to an Eagle in some form. This representation is 
to be found in scouting and schools locally with both the Urmston Junior School and the 5

th
 Urmston Scouts 

carrying the symbol in their presented documentation. 
 

 

¶ Arbor Day. Urmston 

March of 1930 was to be the beginning of an annual event which involved the planting of trees. The District Council together with the 
Allotments Association invited schools to participate in the planting of trees in Golden Hill Park. The view was to replace trees that had 
been taken in recent years under road widening and development schemes. For how long this special day survived as an annual 
planting day is not known but a Tree Planting Year appeared in 1973. 
 

¶ Archery. 

Urmston had an Archery Club around 1955 which was affiliated to the Lancashire Archery Association. The Urmston 
branch of this society was one of seven that formed the first league in its initial stage. The nearest today is to be found 
in Eccles. The 5

th
 Urmston Scouting group also have facilities and teach their youngsters this weaponry art of the past. 

 

¶ Ardernlea. 30-32 Westmorland Road 
The semi was together with Bankfield for early 1900 this side of the home was occupied by Lionel Stanley Birch. 

 

¶ Ardnadam. Irlam Road 
This house belonging to 1904 resident Frank Mills was placed in the middle of Wibbersley and Overdale on the north east side of Irlam 

Road. 
 

¶ Army Cadet Force. Penny Lane 

As with their various service cadet counterparts, formed after WW2 and they are today, marching on. 
 

¶ Arne Villa. Stretford Road 

 
In 1901 it was to be sited after Ciss Lane and before George Street, William Frost made it comfortable. This semi 
was accompanied by Purcell Villa. 

 
 
 

 

¶ Arrandale. Crofts Bank Road. 

Arrandale was a home of around 1890 which belonged to James Plowman for 1894-1901and later Mr. George Ernest Fryer M.R.C.S. 

O.B.E. In 1930 the house was bequeathed to the Urmston Council on condition it be used for offices or general purposes of the town. 
He was Medical Officer of Health for Urmston for 31 years before his death. The house was utilised for the Surveyors Dept alongside 
Moorfield which were the actual Council offices. Both were razed to form part of the Precinct development at the edge of Golden Hill 
Park in 1967. There was a commemorative tablet set into the lawn dedicated to this fact. Arrandale today has been totally rebuilt and is 
now a retirement facility.  
 

¶ Arrandale Court. Urmston 

Little is known other than the houses are numbered 1-29. The Court sits opposite to the site of Arrandale the 
retirement house. (The name is derived from Norman times, which meant óSwallowô)  
 

¶ Arran Gardens. Davyhulme 

An interesting division for the Gardens where it covers three distinct roads off Shetland Way they incorporate 51 homes into this 
complex situation. (Arran is a Scottish word which means óIsland Dwellerô) 
 

¶ Art Gallery. 114 Flixton Road 

A brave attempt to open an Art Gallery along Flixton Road came in 1996. The owner invested in an old bicycle shop and called it óThe 
Crown of the Wild Olive.ô The idea was to exhibit local un-recognised artistôs work as a stepping stone towards better things. The shop 
went on to become Interior Decorating orientated but closed in 2000 after winning óDesigner Shop of the Yearô award from City Life 
Magazine in 1998. A rethink concerning the shops future came when it opened once more with the name of óThe Blue Sage Galleryô 
specialising in garden fixtures and furniture. The bicycle shop was under the ownership of Jack Bamford c.1950. In another attempt to 
bring the art world into Urmston a gallery was opened carrying the famous name of Frances Lennon, this too closed.  
 



 

¶ Arundel Avenue. Flixton 

The majority of the 131 homes around this almost circle were built here in 1970 an out of all this only one is flats. (óEagle Valleyô is the 
Old English meaning to the Arundel calling) Barton upon Irwell was home to the Arundel Farm supposedly an 1800 vintage 
establishment. 
 

¶ Ascot Drive. Flixton 

Built in 1960 the Drive has 24 homes. (Ascot is named from Old English which has the meaning of óCottageô) 
 

¶ Ashbourne Avenue. Flixton 

Only 10 houses make up the avenue. (An interesting derivation, the word Ashbourne means óDweller at the Ash treeô in Old time 
English) 
 

¶ Ash Cottage. 49 Higher Road 

As a structure it is still standing and being used for commercial purposes. A fine example of how old 
Urmston and present day can combine. The cottage is several years older than its first directory listing of 
1901; its householder for 1901 was Edward Lee. Due to the presence of mind of the Walton Removal Co. 
this cottage has survived, they used it as offices while conducting their business from the yard at the rear. 
 

¶ Ash Cottage. Bent Lanes 

 
The cottage was the last residence along the original Bent Lanes at Davyhulme Road in 1901. An engineer called 
John Rogers was living there at that time. 
 
 

 

¶ Ash Dene. Woodsend Road 

The home was one of four along this small terrace. Positioned at the end, on the right, Reginald Swann called 
it his for 1910. 
 

¶ Ashfield. 49 Irlam Road  

 
Ashfield has been confirmed as still standing today 2010 after a date of 1889 had been found for its erection. For 
the year of 1900 Charles T. Ambler was its owner or renter. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Ashfield House. Higher Road 

Ashfield and Higher Roads are shown as being the site of origin for this house. Its owner for 1917 was John Pearce who, in that year, 
became a Chief Magistrate for the district. 
 

¶ Ashfield Road. Urmston 1900  
Well established by 1880, on the west side Caxton Villas along with two unknown houses led to Addison Road. This was followed by 
two more houses and then Daisy Bank, Fern Bank, Holly Bank. Clover Nook was the last home before Higher Road. To the east 

starting at No.2 which was unnamed, were Lily Villas, Beulah Villas, Raymond Terrace, and Stanley Grove. The directory for 1911 
shows Mossey Dell at 21 named but nothing else changed. Newer homes arrived in 1935 and today it comprises of 40 properties, 6 of 
these are flats. 
             

¶ Ash Lea. Church Road 

 
The 1890 semidetached house here was once called Elm Lea and partner to Pine Hurst. In1941 it was home to 

the Walsh family. Close to the corner of Cambridge Road finds its location and the right hand home of the duo. 
 

¶ Ash Leigh. Woodsend Road 

 
This Ash sits in the center of a row of four each side was a named home with the Leigh taking two places. For 
1910 Messerôs Buckley and Horne were the occupants. 
 
 
 

¶ Ashley Avenue. Flixton 

1-6 numbered houses make up Ashley, whose name comes from óAsh Woodô.  
 

¶ Ash Villa. Woodsend Road 

This 1895 accommodation contained a sitting room, parlour, a kitchen, three bedrooms and a bathroom. Later street directories show 
only an Ash Leigh and an Ash Dene along Woodsend Road. The Villa was a block of four homes between Woodsend Terrace and The 
Hollies only the last house was called Ash however it would appear that this group became Norwood Terrace by 1909. 

 

¶ Ash Villa. Urmston Park 

For sale in 1882 the villa had to offer four bedrooms, two living rooms, bathroom and kitchen. The house was described as a semi in 
very private surroundings built on sandy subsoil. 



 

¶ Ashville. Crofts Bank Road 

A home belonging to the Beardsall family for 1910, it had an earlier birth being found in documents of 1901 
with William T. Wood there suggesting it belonged to the 1890 era. The house was to be found two away from 
Alliston and the corner of Primrose Avenue it is adjoined to Lynwood. 

 

¶ Ashville. Church Road 

 
Ashville (Center) sat with Fernside and Strayfield along by Lyme Grove in a triple unit it was found to be 

established around 1880. Its old Church Road number was 68 and the earliest homeowner found was Daniel 
Sutherland. Each of the three homes here carried an individual name. 
 

 

¶ Ashworth Avenue. Flixton 

This small avenue has 8 homes. (Ashworth has Anglo-Saxon beginnings and comes from the family that once lived in the Chapelry of 
Ashworth in Lancashire) 
 

¶ Asshawe.  

 
A family name from the Shaw Hall dynasty. Lawrence and Leonard were the most well known of this family. Formerly 
Shaw was called Asshawe Hall and it was a school for many years closing in 1865 and transferred to Chadderton in 
Cheshire. The Shaw Town School was opposite the present Roebuck on Chassen Road with the Tithe Barn. Still called 
Asshawe in 1881 it was home to the Ridehalgh and Adam Stott families.  

 

¶ Atherton Cottages. Flash Lane (North east)  

The terrace by this name housed eight families in 1881. According to the 1901 street directory it showed only 
five. Of all the residents at this time Owenôs accounted for three of them (óTown by the springô is the meaning 
of this old name)  
 

¶ Atherton House. Moorside Road 

The Atherton family ran the farm known as Flash their house was sited alongside of the Poor House as a part of Whitelake View. It only 
appeared in street reference after 1901. An established name for 1903 was that of Frederick John Wilson living there. The small terrace 
on the north side of Moorside called Atherton was more than likely built to house the farm workers. 

 

¶ Atkins Supplies. Crofts Bank Road  

A grocery store that sat next to the William Deacons Bank was shown to be in existence c.1913. Roast ham and 
Irish rolls catching the eye in its advertisements. Atkins was one of many ever changing shops here. 
  
                                                                                                                                                                                              Atkins 

¶ Atkinson Road. (Atkinson Street 1928) Urmston 1900 
The west side was home to the West Elms, this included Elm Bank House with The Elms. On the east side of the road the Victoria 

Villas. Housing and land here was for sale in 1881 to give indication of its origin. 2008 has many flats here and numbering which 
contains alphabetical addition to the 37 properties. Schofield Motors at numbers 21/23 closed up here in 1958. Glebe House was built 
on the road in 1975. (Suggested for the word origin is Son of Adam, Atkin is medieval for Adam)  
 

¶ ATM Machine.  

 
Although introduced back in 1967 an Urmston location only became famous in 2003. A faulty machine dispensed extra 
cash with each withdrawal and in a 12 hour period £65,000 was paid out before the mistake was found. This kind of 
dispensing mishap occurred once more in the Trafford area in 2008 and again in 2009. 
 

¶ Auburn Drive.                                  

This newer established housing is connected to the Auburn Lodgeôs past in that the retaining wall between the 
houses and the motorway belonged to the barn of the old farm creating a link past to present. Of the 28 houses 
many were only introduced to Urmston in 1970. (Nothing odd about the name, it means óreddish brownô) 
                                                                                                                     

¶ Auburn Ghost.  

 
An early alleged murder at Auburn Lodge took place around 1870 it had an owner dispatching his wife to another 
world. She is reputed to have returned until the lodge was razed, walking the farm fields at night dressed in long 
white robes. Where she walks now is unknown as this is now the M60 motorway. 
 
 

¶  Auburn Lodge. Stretford Road                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

This lodge 1740-1956 was enlarged over the years finishing up with 22 rooms two front doors and two staircases. It had a coach house 
at the gate and like many places of its time a surrounding wall. After several tenants it became better known 

as Leathemôs Farm in 1917. Samuel and William leased this farm although it actually 
belonged to the Faulkner family estate. Some surrounding lands were taken for the 
motorway in 1958 but the Lodge remained eventually being razed for housing in 1964. It 
stood on Stretford Road opposite Moss Vale Road and the Urmston Lodge and it is 
known today as Auburn Drive. The coachmanôs house which had been made into flats 
followed a couple of years later into the past. 



 

¶ Auction Houses. 

Searching local advertisements shows that the local hostelries were utilised as Auction Houses during the 1800's. In 
particular were the Nags Head, Church Inn, and the Lord Nelson, with the Red Lion to a lesser extent. These 
establishments show prominence when it came to selling land, farms, and even cattle by auction. For the 1940's The 
Victoria Hotel became prominent for real estate auctions. 
 

¶ Audley. 71 Queens Road. 

 
For the 1900ôs this became the last house along Queens before the cemetery on the east side. George Briddon 
made it comfortable after it erection a few years earlier c.1895. 
 
 
 
 

¶ Aurora Borealis. (Northern Lights) 

January of 1938 saw an unusual event take place over the whole of North England. The spectacle of lights 
lasted for approximately one hour. A Davyhulme resident described it as "an arc of brightness extending from 
the North East to the North West where it became deep red in colour, with rays of brilliant light radiating from it in 
all directions." A Parhelion was seen by observers on Cornhill Road in 1951. This is a bright light caused by the 
refraction of light through ice crystals floating in the air. 
 

¶ Authors. 

Margaret Elliott Woods, an Urmston poet, had her first book published in 1998 it was called ñFor I am a womanò and received acclaim 
for the content. The 2000ôs have been showing a dearth of local authors claiming spots in the headlines. Margaret Holt, of Cavendish 
Road, who writes under the name of Maggie Bennett, had her first novel published in 2002. The book was called ñA childôs voice is 
calling.ò Helen Parsley of Flixton, a pet portrait painter and book illustrator, had a showing in Urmston during 2003. 
A journalist for the Daily Mirror can be added to the many writers for Urmston. The son of Eileen Derbyshire, Oliver Charles Thomas 
Holt, has achieved acclaim in his own right mainly in the field of sport. Oliver has won several awards for his work. The names of earlier 
writers such as Lawton and Langton are entered individually, their historical works recognised worldwide. 
 

¶ Auxiliary Service. Ambulance and Fire   

Urmston relied on Stretford and Salford for this service for most of its early years. Due to Barton Bridge being 
temporarily closed in 1937 a unit was set up and in its eighteen days of operation it responded to one fire. The 
first collective unit came in 1940 when Urmston teamed up with Stretford to afford fire protection during WW2.  
After the Second World War (c.1948-1965) a government program allocated sites for an expanded auxiliary 
service which included Fire and Ambulance Stations throughout Urmston. The service was in effect handed 
back to local authority after war time measures. Well known ones were on Church (1949) and Stretford Roads 

with Bowfell, still a viable station, another. All disbanded in more recent years and taken over by the Greater Manchester Service. 

(Stretford) The service was placed in the hands of the County by 1974 with some taken over by private practice. 
 

¶ Avis Hayes. 64 Queens Road 
George Walkden belonged to this part of the home which was along side of East Bank for 1901. The house 

itself was slightly earlier. 
 

¶ Avondale Crescent. Davyhulme 

Although numbered as 1-54 there are actually only 39 properties built on. (An Avon was a óriver crossingô or óFordô during earlier times) 
 

¶ Ayscroft. Princess Road 

 
14 on the eastside was the house where Mrs. Emily Lea was living in 1926. The semi was mated with Fern Lea for 

the era. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

B 
 

¶ Back Urmston.  

An early name for Higher Road, (Front being Stretford Road) 
 

¶ Bakeries.                                                                                           

Local bake shops or bakeries were a plenty in old Urmston. Chasewood was a very early one of 1894 off 
Stretford Road but there are too many to mention in detail. One of the first took home in what was the Chapel of 
the Urmston Grange. Another, Shephard and Newton, started in Railway Road 1906 then by 1919 was at the 
corner of Lime Ave and Flixton Roads and called H. Shephardôs. For a small added interest, Isinglass too was 
once a bake shop and grocery store owned by Joe Powell in the 1950ôs.  
 

 Shephard Bakery Davyhulme View  



 

 

¶ Balfour Road. Urmston 1900                                                             

Terraced on one side only, Balfour had 27 homes in a row. As a road it crosses the boundary between Flixton 
and Urmston. (Princess Road) For present day it still has its 27 homes with 1 only flat. (Balfour is a Gaelic word 
meaning Grazing Land) 
                                                                                                                                                                                  Balfour Road                                                                                                                                                  

¶ Ballater Avenue. Flixton 

There are only 8 homes on this avenue off Balmoral Road. (The order of St. Johns in Scotland is the origin for this avenues historical 
name) 
 

¶ Balmain Road. Davyhulme 

Started in 1930, 25 homes make up the road. The council accepted responsibility by paving the road with asphalt in 1934. (The word 
Balmain appears to have strong Australian connections but nothing defined) 
 

¶ Balmoral Avenue. Flixton 

Alongside Chassen Station the cul-de-sac has 18 houses from the 1935 era. The artist Tom Dodson lived down here during his lifetime 
in Flixton. 
 

¶ Balmoral Road. Flixton 

The residential count for the road is 59. (Scottish origin and it means, from the majestic village) 
 

¶ Balmoral View. 54-60 Church Road          

Originally called Bambro, thought to be a shortened version of Balmoral Row, in 1881 it incorporated at 54 
Church Road, Rowan Tree. In that year John Wood was selling unit No.4, then by 1911 it didnôt bare any 
name and all were listed as individual homes.  
 

¶ Bamford A. 1 Woodsend Road  

 
Mrs Annie Bamford ran a tiny shop here in the 1920's it was a sweets and tobacconist but carried general goods as did 
most of that era.  
   
  Annie's place 
 

 

¶ Bamford Jack. Flixton Road 

Competitor of McGrath in the cycle business Jack's shop was on Flixton Road throughout the 1950's. He was also the local agent for 
Hornby and Trix Twin model railway trains. 
 

¶ Bamford T. L. 12 Woodsend Road 

This was a general hardware store of the 1970's. 
 

¶ Bank Cottage. Urmston unknown 

A cottage of unknown location but recorded in 1865 as having James Buslam living there. His death and the cottage were entered in an 
obituary for this date. 
 

¶ Bancroft Farm. Lostock Road  

A fire of 1938 brought this named farm to the list for the area. It was probably another name for Bennett's the more familiar calling. This 
farm had many owners from its established 1800 beginnings.       
   

¶ Bandel Villas. Stretford Road 

This was a row of terraced homes to be found at the edge of Lime Tree Farm along Stretford Road. They dated from 1880 but were 
removed around 1950 after being condemned and preventing development to the road itself.  
 

¶ Bankfield. 30-32 Westmorland Road 
In house here for 1911 was Oliver Colin Mather who lived along side Ardernlea. 

                                                                                                                                                     

¶ Bankfield. 12 Davyhulme Road 
The home was a neighbour of Rose Cottage with a Mrs. Moon living on the north side of the road in 

1894-1901. For 2009 it is home to the Davyhulme Day Nursery. 
 

¶ Baptist Church. (Greenfield)                 

Found on Primrose Avenue off Crofts Bank Road it is noted as1901 but may have been established earlier than that. Reference has 
been found to the Baptists formation in 1899 as an alternate to other religious groups in Urmston. In 1902 two 
memorial stones were laid at the site of the new Church by Mrs. E. M. L. Craig with several Baptist ministers 
present. Greenfield Avenue makes up the other side and it is named after the Greenfield farmlands once belonging 
to the Royle-Higginson family. A joining with the Congregational Church came about in 1976. 
 

 

¶ Baptist P. S. A. Cricket Ground.  
The ground was at the intersection of Crofts Bank Road and Davyhulme Road. The wording possibly is Public School Association as 

they allowed schools to use the ground. 
 



 

¶ Barber. (Margaret Ann) Urmston                                                                                                                  

Metropolitan Vickers manufactured its 1000
th
 Lancaster bomber in 1945. The honour of naming this plane 

fell upon Margaret who was an employee of long standing. In attendance were Mr. T. Frazer, Manager of 
Trafford Works, and Sir George Bailey who was representing the AEI group of companies. The plane was 
shipped to Woodford in readiness for the RAF. Margaret Ann 1885-1967 who lived in Urmston all her life 
always remembered her fifteen minutes of fame. Incidentally, Margaret spent forty years of her working life 
at the company.  
 
An update to this story is that the Lancaster was mothballed for six months before being purchased by the Argentine Air Force; they 
then sold it to the Argentine Commercial Airlines once the war was over for passenger service. During the restoration of the only flying 
Lancaster in England in 1975 the mid upper turret was found in Argentina and fitted to the PA474 to assist it in flying well into the new 
millennium. It would be wonderful to think that this came from ñMargaretôsò plane and that a small piece of history is once again flying 
over Britain. (It is unfortunate that the Argentine Air Force had 15 Lancasterôs) 
 

¶ Barcombe Close. Urmston 

A small close near Winchester Road with no detail (Combe is a Sussex/Devonshire word) 
 

¶ Barden. Stretford Road 

 
For 1911 a solicitor called William Henry Stubbs lived here. It was a home close to the Nelson and before 
Ashfield Road. The neighbour here was Holly Cottage. 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                              

¶ Barkway Hotel.                                                                                                                                                                     

This hotel was situated on Stretford Road. It closed up as a hotel to be transformed into a nursing home, 
since that time it has reverted into a private residence. Its origins are that of two houses The Elms and The 
Firs which date as of 1867.    
                   

¶ Barn. Flixton Road  

The Barn and surrounding buildings at Flixton House were allotted (1981) Grade 2 Heritage 
sites. Circa 1950 parts of the barn outbuildings were the club house/change rooms for 
Urmstonôs Lacrosse team. It has been put forward that the mystery bell, found here and 
later installed at St Johnôs Mission, belonged with the barn. Atop one section of the barn 
there is a cupola generally used for this purpose. The bell carries a date of 1785 for its 
manufacture and Flixton House was built in 1805 however the barn is definitely older than 
the house. It remains unconfirmed. 

 

¶ Barn Close. Flixton 

The Close in Woodsend has 9 houses. 
 

¶ Barnfield. Church Road 

The Barnfield of 1909 was a no through road with all but two homes named. The list is as follows: The Vron, Holmsdale, Teviotdale, 
The Moorings, Craigwood, Roker, Kingswood, Brooklyn, Strathallen, Woodseats, Nundah, Id wal, Penpol, Froxmer, and Cressbrooke. 
In 1911 the names of others came to light they were, Holmesdale, which became Hopedene, Wallaroo, Hillcrest, Woolengabba, and 
Luxmi. The newer homes have an average date of 1920 and make up the total today of 55. The road eventually became a throughway 
from Flixton Road to Southgate. Later discoveries were those of Cotton Stones and Rosemont in1945 with Barrinka in1947, Inglewood 
1951, The Homestead 1952, Lupin Lodge 1955, Caernarvon Gate 1956.   
 

¶ Barons. 
There are two Baron Titles for the district, Dr. Michael Winstanley who was honoured as Baron of Urmston and Hugh Scanlon as 
Baron of Davyhulme. No one has been bestowed for Flixton in modern times. 

 

¶ Barra Drive. Davyhulme 

22 homes create Barra which is close to Shetland Way. (Barra is an island in the Hebrides) 
 

¶ Barrinka. 32 Barnfield 

The house was average for the area, a three bed roomed semi with a lounge, dining room, French windows, kitchen, bathroom, etc. It 
was newly erected in 1947.  
 

¶ Barton Aerodrome. (For interest only due to its close proximity)  

In 1987 the control tower at this airport was listed as a heritage structure Grade 2. Proposed in 1928 and built 
only in 1937 its rarity arrives from it being the first Municipal Airport in the world. The airport opened in 1930. 
Peel Holdings are now the administrators of the field. As of 2007 it has been re-named as the City Airport 
Manchester. As a part of the inaugural opening the Kings Cup Air race was held at Barton July 1930. The 

show attracted 30,000 spectators and it was won by a Lancashire Club member called Winifred Brown in an 
Avro Avian Bi-plane. A further note affecting Urmston was that Ringway only opened in1938 replacing Barton 
as the point of air entry. 
 
 



 

¶ Barton (Area of interest) 

Because of its nearness to the River Irwell, and later the Ship Canal, there were two places of interest there. First was a Stone Quarry 
and this was accompanied by a Corn Mill which was removed in 1888. Both were to be found within close proximity to the Bridge and 
the Bridgewater Canal. The Irwell had a lock and weir at this point, one of many along the old waterway. (Barton comes from the old 
English meaning ósettlementô) 
 

¶ Barton Avenue. Urmston 1900        

A block of ten homes 5 for each side of the avenue and still the same today. During those starting days none were named. 
 

¶ Barton Bridge.                                                                                              See Brindley for more 
 

Before the swing bridge came into being it was a normal stone structure crossing the River Irwell before 
the Bridgewater was proposed. Shipping was limited by this and only barges called óFlatsô were able to 
pass below carrying their cotton and coal cargo. The original road bridge is behind the aqueduct on this 
photograph. 
                                           

¶ Barton Bridge Complex.  
By 1885 the Bridgewater became the property of the Manchester Ship Canal Corp. At this time there was a 

need for a new bridge and it was built in 1893. A swinging aqueduct replaced the stone Brindley Bridge. 
MSC Corp is a subsidiary of Peel Holdings as of 2004. However, the canal at this point, and bridge are in a 
combined trust and not owned by Peel. In 1976 this area of 14 acres was designated as ñin trustò it 
includes the All Saints Church and grave sites along with several cottage homes. This was not a Heritage 

recognition but a general agreement made by all parties involved. (The Heritage award only came in 1987)    
                                                                                         

¶ Barton High Level Bridge.      

After the first discussions held in 1928 the alternate proposals were rejected. One suggestion was a tunnel this 
was turned down due to the extra cost of £720,000 over building a bridge. The second idea was to convert the 
exisiting Irlam railway bridge but this didnôt convince anyone that it would be cheaper than a new one or eleviate 
the congestion being too far away from the swing bridge it was to replace.                                                                                                                                           
 
This bridge section of the highway was first numbered as the M62. During the construction of this bridge over the 
ship canal disaster struck. It was 1959 and some steel girders on the structure fell killing four workers. This was 
the first of two major accidents that occurred during its erection, the second causing two further deaths. The bridge was eventually 
completed in 1960 and open to traffic with the motorway itself. It was officially opened by Sir Arthur Smith in March of 1961. This year of 
2010 is the 50

th
 year since its opening. 

 

¶ Barton (High Level) Bridge Statistics.   

  
The bridge is 2425 ft long and has a gradient of 1 in 25 and it took 5000 tons of precast steel. Reaching 100 ft 
above the canal it originally had two lanes in each direction. Not being designed to carry as much traffic as is 
required in modern times modification came in 1990 adding one lane to each side of the existing structure. 
 
 

 

¶ Barton Moss. 

A Hamlet swallowed up into Barton upon Irwell in 1894. The census of 1901 shows it involved a population of 234 and 45 houses. 
 

¶ Barton Power Station. Barton upon Irwell      
 

A site for the station was proposed in 1914 and built in 1923, its twin stacks a feature for many years; it was 
closed in 1974 and finally demolished in 1979. Prior to its more common name of Barton Power it was also 
called The Electricity Works. The B&Q now takes the place once occupied by this striking skyline structure. 
 

¶ Barton Road. Davyhulme 

The road began life as a part of Croft Bank and by 1935 had a mixture of old and new to its 45 homes and 1 flat. This road was 
"Publicly lighted" all the way from The Nags Head to the St. Catharine Church in 1887. Two named houses found there for 1946, Willow 
Bank and Bentcliffe although much older than this date. Both small two bed roomed affairs for that period. 
 

¶ Barton Swing Bridge.   

Only recognised as important historically in 1987 when it was listed Grade 2*, the bridge, aqueduct, and control tower 
were added to our Heritage. In 1894 Sir Leader Williams was the engineer and the fabricator was A. Handyside and 
Co. Statistics for the road bridge include its weight of 800 tons it is 195ft long, and is 25ft wide. On a hot day the 64 
roller hydraulic system often stopped working due to expansion and the local fire department would hose it down to 
reduce the temperature. The aqueduct is slightly longer at 235ft and the structure weighs1, 450 tons. A re-construction 
of the bridge complex was proposed in 1959 scheduled to be completed from 1962 until 1966. 
 

¶ Barton Swing Bridge a Hansard (Lords) comment.  

During a debate regarding the proposed erection of the High Level Bridge this comment is recorded in the official Hansard report of 
1960. ñThe Manchester Ship Canal act of 1885 specifically states that the company should not close the bridge for more than ten 
minutes at each time. As it takes eight minutes to swing the bridge this act leads to a lot of misunderstanding.ò The company later 
explained it takes 22 minutes to complete the whole operation. 



 

¶ Barton upon Irwell.  

This civil parish was known as Lancashire Ancient County until 1894. It then became Barton under what was known as the Poor Law 
Union. In 1930 as a registered sub-district it lasted until 1933 when once more it changed hands. Barton became a part of Eccles and 
subsequently Salford. 
 

¶ Bath Cottages. Penny Lane Flixton Road. 

This pair took the place of the Flixton Baths between the Stott Mill and the Bird In Hand. During 1926 they were owned by Fireman Sam 
Mitchell and Boot repairer William Nuttall. At a later date they were to be replaced by the Frank Roles Dairy. All gone for today and it 
has been replaced with modern housing. 
 

¶ Baxterôs. Church Road and Woodsend 

The well thought of Fish and Chip purveyor started life at 173 Church Road in 1945. They as a family were well received in this area of 
Flixton. Under stiff competition from another such operation only 100 yards away it was logical to take the move to Woodsend Circle, 
their business tradition carried into around forty odd years of service to the public. Strange as it may seem the occupant today on 
Church Road is another fish and chip shop. 
 

¶ Beatles.  

The Beatles played at the Urmston Show on August 5
th

 1963 having signed to 
appear before fame and fortune became apparent. On this occasion they were 
sharing the bill with Brian Poole and the Tremeloes, The Dennisonôs, Johnny Martin 
and the Tremors. The compare for this concert was also unknown for the time his 
name was David Hamilton, he gained fame as a DJ later with the BBC. Admission 

was 10s 6p with a surcharge of 2s 6p to get into the show. The group called the Four Pennies did a gig there 
too under similar circumstances where they became recognised throughout England later. 

 
A Beatles Urmston show ticket was auctioned in 1993, noted as being in respectable condition, for £100 to an un-
named purchaser. The seller described it as being extremely rare, it showed the number of 324 and was accompanied 
by a certificate of authenticity. The group were paid £26-18 shillings for the performance plus £2-18 shillings for their 
train tickets. 

 

¶ Bedford Road. Davyhulme 

Leading to Hayswater Circle from Davyhulme Road1935 is advised as its beginning, there are 26 homes there. (Bedford is a name from 
the Shire) 
 

¶ Beech Avenue. Church Road Urmston 1900 
The west terrace was made up of 8 units while the east had 10. The ten buildings numbered as 2-22 which 
included one shop were for sale in 1897. For 2010 it is now comprised of 28 properties with only the west 

terrace surviving from the past. 
 

¶ Beech Avenue. Off Brook Road 
A single house called The Winnats made up this road off Brook in 1911. Its name has been changed to Fern Avenue and there are a 

handful more homes today. 
 

¶ Beech Cottage. 23 Bent Lanes 

The cottage remained unnamed for the 1901 street directory but for this fact, it was there. Mrs. Lydia Mears was offering it in 1898 
complete with an orchard and a portion of land across the road. The deal amounted to three acres in all. It was stated that Beech was 
actually a house and there was a cottage at the rear. The cottage/house was a direct neighbour to the Stickens Farm. 
 

¶ Beeches. Crofts Bank Road                  

In 1895 there was only one detached home here but it was sub-named as the Beech Mews. It had four 
bedrooms for size, but that is all that is known. At home here was William W. Reilly occupying the last 
house as it ended Crofts Bank at Lostock Road. 
                                                                                                                                          The Beeches     

¶ Beeches. Goldsworthy Road 
Only two homes to the east side of this road in 1900 Merefield was the second. In residence here was William Wood.   

    

¶ Beechfield Avenue. Flixton 

The avenue is estimated to have been built in 1935 with 15 homes. The Urmston Branch of the Spastic Society operated from 1 
Beechfield during the late 1950's. 
 

¶ Beechholme. 57 Westmorland Road 

This detached Holme was a late addition to the many named houses here. (Found recorded in 1943) From the hall there were two 
entertaining rooms, kitchen, scullery and pantry, four bedrooms, box room and bathroom. The exterior had a garage, wash house, and 
tool shed. The large garden carried fruit trees.  
 

¶ Beech House. Stretford Road 

Formerly called The White Lion which was a public house and later as Baileys Corn Mill, it was placed between Jack Lane and Ciss 
Lane. Charles Oldham called it home from 1900 to 1910 where after it was taken by George Crowden. 
 
 
 



 

¶ Beechmount. 174-176 Stretford Road 

One of two semidetached houses built on the site which was the Church School before it was replaced by the Higher 
Road version of St. Clementôs. Built in pairs, the second duo is called Eldermount. (Numbered178-180) The land 

became available in 1890 to build these houses. Going even further back in history this was the site of the Urmston 
Poor House built on a field called the Barracks. 
 

¶ Beechwood. Lostock Road                            

This fine old house was built for the Estill family of Edward and Mary c.1905 at the Nags Head end of Lostock 
Road. It still stands today.                                                                                                                         
                                                                                                                                            Lostock Beechwood 

¶ Beechwood. Irlam Road  

 
As semidetached house it came with little or no detail, in1907 it carried the calling of being, handsome when offered 
for sale. Confirmation of its partner has to be found, it may have been Thornecliffe. In the Beechwood side lived 

Frank Hamner for 1901. 
 
 

¶ Beechwood Avenue. Flixton 

The avenue has only 9 homes with no further detail other than it is off Lawrence Road. 
 

¶ Beech Villa. Roseneath Road 

A foreign correspondent wrote his papers here in 1901 he was Emanuel Martinho. The home was listed as No.33 on 
the west side. 

 

¶ Belgrave Avenue. Flixton 

There are 20 homes on the avenue which dates from 1935. (Belgrave arrives from the Norman Conquest and it has a meaning of 
óBeautiful Groveô) 
 

¶ Bella Vista. Lostock Road 
The nearest neighbours to the Nags Head Hotel are a pair of houses called Bella Vista and Glen Luce. Built 

about 1890 the first found homeowner was M. Williams in 1901. These houses made up a dental practice 
established there for many years. Formerly private residences they are very much still as Victorian in style as 
they ever were. (Bella Vista is Spanish for óBeautiful Sightô) 
 

¶ Belmont. 130 Flixton Road 

The house bearing this name in 1882 took its place close to where Glenhaven Ave is today. It was a five bed, three 
living roomed house complete with coach house and stable. Dr. Winstanley 'Baron of Urmston' ran his practice 

from this home. For 2009 it was being used as a day nursery called under the Bright Futures group. It is scheduled 
to close in this year 2010 with an undisclosed future. (Belmont is French for óBeautiful Mountainô) 
 

 

¶ Benbecula Way. Davyhulme 

1969 is its age given and there are 68 known properties. (Benbecula is an island in the Outer Hebrides) 
 

¶ Benchmark. Carrington Road. 

 
The Flixton Bridge at Carrington carries a benchmark found near to the date stone of 1907. Such a mark shows a 
surveyed location that is used by cartographers to confirm elevation. The mark in this instance is an arrow 
pointing vertically to a horizontal line. Modern day markings are inserted plates. 
 
The mark is positioned left  
 

¶ Bendemeer. Davyhulme 

The 4 houses here are without detail c.1930-1935. An old map showed them to be on Old Crofts Bank Road, this is unconfirmed but 
there is now a road/estate along here called by that name. (This strange word has connection to Australia) 
 

¶ Bennettôs Cottages. 30-34 Davyhulme Road  
Barlow, Kerr, and Mosedale were at home here in 1894-1901 on the north side of the road. The cottages were two away from the 

Methodist Church. 
 

¶ Bennettôs Cottages. Woodsend Road 

This small row of six homes had been around from 1890 and they only received naming in or around 1908. 
Overlooking the óGreenô and facing the Red Lion they reached to the corner of Irlam Road. 
 

¶ Bennettôs Farm. (Incorrect Calling) 

Halfway down Lostock Road this farm was fully functional until the 1960ôs. Reference was found for its existence in the 
1890ôs and it has carried many names. It is now residential and just called The Farm. The face of this farm was a 

normal brick finish this has been covered with a rough plastering perhaps to take away the old farm look that it carried.  
The name of Bennett arrives only for the post war modern era.    
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



 

¶ Bent Brook.  

The stream runs from Woodhouse and through Bent Lanes to the Irwell River. A survey map dated c.1956 indicates this begins in 
Stretford under the name of Longford Brook. It meanders along in a rough parallel to Barton Road showing itself to distinctly arrive at 
Kingsway Park. It continues on to the Crofts Bank culvert bridge, through Broadway until it becomes the Bent Lanes Brook. 
 

¶ Bent Brook Hotel. 161 Broadway   

Only established about 1962, it was considered a new pub to Davyhulme. The hotel is named so as it sits on 
the bend of the local brook. Refurbished in 2009 it is open once again. 
 

¶ Bentcliffe. Barton Road  

This house sits across from the Nags Head Hotel there isn't any information available but its name has Celtic origins. 
This detached residence advertised stables with the house in a 1913 sales pitch and a name for that time would be 
Guest William Phillips as resident. 
 

 

¶ Bentcliffe neighbour. Barton Road 

An un-named building sitting between Bentcliffe and Brook Terrace was found for 1911 with the well known brick 
maker of Thomas Mosedale living there. The small house still stands away from the road but still being utilised. 
 

¶ Bent Cottage.  

Unconnected with the usual thoughts of Bent Lanes, this home was close to Barton Old Road and the corner of Redclyffe Road. This 
cottage is dated around 1840 or slightly earlier. 
 

¶ Bent Cottage. Moorside Road 

A close neighbour to the Wesley Chapel the cottage was for sale in 1854 with Mr. Bent as the occupant. This has been compared to the 
Wesley Cottage as that too was occupied by the Bent family. 
 

¶ Bent Lanes.  

Before it was known as a road it was a Hamlet and covered the area surrounding what is now Bent Lanes. Several 
stories abound as to its naming. Some say is was so called after John Bent and his connection to the Wesleyan    
Church while others offer the fact it comprised of lanes that were bent. As a last offering, in old English, Bent means 
the place where the rushes grow. None have any source for confirmation. In 1838 a pair of cottages was offered with 
loom shops and orchards. They sat on land called Little Bent and Bent Croft and there was an acre of land to make it 
all inclusive. A note of interest is that the Lanes only received Electricity in May 1955. They got this after agreeing to 

spend £25 per year in usage over five years. In a development of 1957 a scheme to build "Over spill" houses here was rejected by the 
Town and Country Planning Association sighting the atmospheric pollution from Davyhulme's sewerage plant and the alternate site of 
Irlam Ferry due to the Irlam Power Station pollution. In an effort to preserve a little of the lanes past a pathway now exists where the 
early part left Davyhulme Road and joins at Woodhouse.   
 

¶ Bent Lanes. Flixton 1900 

Brookfield and Highfield started the lane names preceding numbers 1-21 which ended at No. 23 Ivy Cottage. Homes here carry dates 
from the 1850's. The Stickens Farm, Woodbine Cottage, Ye Old Farm, and Ash Cottage made up the remainder of the lane. One house 
was called Bent Lanes House with John Wardle resident in 1899 but which it was is not known. Two acres of land came up for sale in 
1963 to expand housing north of Redbourne Drive. (There are 130 registered homes now)  
 

¶ Bent Lanes House. Flixton 

This house was found to be on the lane in 1899 but unknown as to which is was. Found was a óTo Letô sign in 1893 according to an 
advert in the press. Four bedrooms and two living rooms were on show with a good garden. There was a stable as an added feature. A 
cottage alongside could be included if it was required. 
 

¶ Bents Avenue. Flixton 

The 13 homes here, apart from the terrace, are relatively new 2005 and sit at the end of Bromley. Bents was 
around for many years before this as can be seen by the original architecture. 
 
The 1900 Terrace along Bents Avenue 
 

 

¶ Bent Terrace. Barton Road 

The closest point, to describe where this is located, would be at the Crofts Bank Bridge and behind the Nags 
Head. The terrace c.1880 is standing to this day. Typical here for 1882 were three bedrooms, bathroom, a 
parlour, kitchen and scullery. A list of its nine occupants is available for 1901. 
 

¶ Berick. 15 Old Crofts Bank Road 

Described as a modern semidetached of character and made from weathered brick. It had a porch, entry hall and cloak, lounge with 
French window to the garden, dining room. The morning room and kitchenette went together with a bathroom and three bedrooms. A 
two car garage, with a workshop, extended into a large well laid out garden. 
 

¶ Berwens. 21 Church Road (as at 1901-11) 

A family called Marsden held home in this house, in 1901 it was a Miss Emily but in 1911 it had changed to Mr. Richard Henry 
Marsden, relationship unknown. (Berwens is a corruption of the Welsh name Berwynôs meaning óWhite Headô it is also a Welsh 
mountain) Berwens has been replaced with modern housing. 



 

¶ Berwick Avenue. Urmston 

1995 was the basis for these 23 dwellings on the avenue. (Its name origins vary from Scottish to Norse, the latter as óCorn farmô) 
 

¶ Bethell. John MBE. 

John earned the MBE in 2001 for a lifetime of work in music. This Flixton man was once an organist at St. Clementsô 
following in his fatherôs footsteps. Joining the BBC in 1957 he worked as the Music Librarian there for many years and 
the accolades earned for his writing, conducting, and gift to the arts are too many to add here. A description given for 
this gentleman was: ñA person highly appreciated in the world of music with a unique reputationò Mr. Bethell retired to 
the Isle of Man but not from his music. 
 

¶ Bethellôs Farm. Lostock Road 

The huge barns appear to be the main attraction to this farm. Other detail is unknown about the farm itself 
however; it was removed to accommodate Davyhulme Circle just before 1929. The actual cenotaph was erected in 
the farm yard prior to the development of the planned circle which was still being designed. This was known as 
Crofts Bank in regard to the district. Further to this it was only second to the Nags Head Hotel as post office to the 
area. The attached picture shows the Nags Head to the left as the farm sat to the right along old Crofts Bank Road. 

 

¶ Beulah Villa. Ashfield Road 

The Villa built c.1876 was numbered as 10 and 12 with John Wood and John Smethurst respectively at home 
here. It could be found on the east side for 1901.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

¶ Bevan (Aneurin) MP (1897-1960)                      

 
As Minister of Health, Nye Bevan visited Park Hospital July 5

th
 1948 to commemorate the first day of the National 

Health System. 
 
 
 

¶ Beverley. Rock Road 

The only known house to have a name on the road for 1945 it was a detached dwelling with two bedrooms. The information given 
included; a lounge with an inglenook, bay windows, French windows, one sunshine bedroom had a veranda and it included all the 
normal mod cons usual for a home of its time. 
 

¶ Beverley Avenue. Davyhulme 

Off Canterbury Road this avenue is home to 22 families. (As a female name it stands for óBeaver Streamô) 
 

¶ Bexley Close. Davyhulme 

Adjoining Amersham Close, Bexley has 22 homes of its own. (Bexley was an old London Borough) 
 

¶ Bible Club. Lyme Grove 

In an effort to preach temperance a Bible Club was created here on the Grove in 1903. The club held its meeting on the 
licensed Urmston Men's Club premises but limited drinkers to two intoxicating drinks per meeting. Out of the 76 
members 46 were abstainers and anyone under 25 years of age had not asked to be served. The Rev. C. B. Jones was 
the instigator for this project which was proving to be a success.  
 

 

¶ Billiard Hall. (Temperance) Junction of Church, Station, Stretford Roads 

A unique building that came into being 1909, the Hall was granted a licence in the name of Arthur Charles Thomas. It served as the 
local billiard hall until after WW2 when it finally closed. The idea of ñTemperanceò halls was to provide places for entertainment that did 

not serve alcohol. In general these halls were commissioned by the Manchester 
Temperance Society. Its next phase was as a Roller Skating Rink which did not last more 
than two years. Taken over later by Vernonôs, a part of the Seymour Mead group, it 
became a supermarket. 1956 was the year the Temperance Billiard Hall Ltd. Company 
placed the building as for sale. Terryôs stores occupied it next becoming a local fixture for 
many years. Today it is an Indian restaurant internally renovated to a high standard. 

 

¶ Billiard Hall Descriptive. (Poetic licence) 

The hall comprised, it is thought, of eight to ten full sized tables all decked out in a green beige material. The 
tables were typically Victorian in their features with heavily carved legs. Above each table were shaded lights, 
gas lit, and somewhat Tiffany in looks which gave off poor illumination to all but the table itself. These lights 
hung from massive arched structures which reached from one side of the hall to the other. For its day the 
décor was quite luxurious with Oak wood score boards and cue racks along the walls. Bench seating was 
upholstered in leather and it was provided for players and spectators along the side walls at each venue. The 
hard wood floor was in strip form not parquet with some areas carpeted but it was minimal and there was a 
light refreshment bar near to the entrance.  
 

¶ Bingley Drive. Davyhulme 

This small section is made up from 18 units called home to its families there. (Bingley is a place name from the West Riding of 
Yorkshire) 
 
 



 

¶ Birch Cottages. 112-114 Church Road. 

The cottages were found to sit at the corner of Moss Grove (Dartford Road) in 1900 they were demolished to 
accommodate road widening of the 1960ôs. 
 

¶ Birch Grove and Birch Avenue. Carrington Road 

 
Located close to the Flixton Rectory but built on the opposite side of Carrington Road. In1894 the terraced 
housing was well established alongside its closest neighbour of Glebe Farm. The Grove housed six 
families where as the Avenue only four. To bring it up to date this is now Morris Grove. 

 

¶ Birchfield Villas. 90-92 Church Road 

 
This pair of homes came just after Beech Avenue when heading towards Flixton they housed the families of The 
Rev. Arthur Kirby, a Wesleyan Minister, and Samuel Frank. 
 

¶ Bird iôth Hand. Flixton Road 
The first name for this establishment was The Bird in Hand and it has been corrupted to its present calling. The history of the pub is 

somewhat shrouded by a lack of any detail. It is rare to find any mention of the place in historical directories and the same going for 
survey maps, often indicated but not named.  Ambrose Smith was proprietor from the files of 1881, he was granted 
permission to rebuild the pub in 1896 as the building had been in existence for over two hundred years. In1901 
Henry Thomas Street was a beer retailer at this address and by 1909 it changed to William Edwards. Up until this 
time the pub had been refused a full licence. This gent is recorded as being landlord in 1926 of the now named Bird 
in Hand. A bowling green has been removed in more recent times for parking area. The Wibbersley and Thorne 
charity group originate from this pub. 

 

¶ Birnam. Longfield Road 
Birnam was the last of three named houses here on the east side of the road. The family of William Anderson lived here in 1901, before 
it changed to Stamford Road. 

 

¶ Birnham. Flixton Road 

First noted in the 1881 census, it was the abode of the Robertson family. 
 

¶ Birwyn. Derby Road 
Of the three homes on the north east side of Derby, Birwyn sat in the middle. These additions to the road were done c.1910 and this 

house was looked after by Richard Baines. 
 

¶ Birtwellôs. Church Road                                                                                               

Earlier called by the name of Swindellôs it was a sweets and tobacconist shop alongside the Greyhound Hotel. 
The Church School across the way utilised it as the local tuck shop. Its shop windowed front has been 
removed but the home is as it was over a hundred years ago. The true name for this abode is Ivy Cottage. 
   

¶ Bisboro. 54-56 Westmorland Road 
For the year of 1911 this semidetached couple were the last at the end of the no through Road. Winmarleigh carried the honour but 

Edward Leopold Drun at 54 didnôt complain. 
                                                                                                                          

¶ Bishop Road. Flixton 

Near to Woodsend Park there are 39 abodes. 
 

¶ Blair Avenue. Flixton 

The housing is numbered 1-23 along this avenue. The housing here was offered as tender by council in 1960 it involved the building of 
28 aged persons bungalows. (The Gaelic tongue has this as óa field clear of woodô) 

 

¶ Blakeswell Close. Flixton 

Housing numbered 1-10 back onto Lowther Gardens in Woodsend. (The name of Blakeswell at this time is unknown for its origin) 
 

¶ Blinco Road. Stretford Road Urmston 

As this area of Urmston grew Blinco was formed with three homes to its name as of 1908. One called Heaton House started the road in 
1910 but the rest remained un-named. For 2010, there are 23 houses. Jon Court, a detached bungalow, was so named in 1947. (It is 
thought that Viking raiders off the Scottish coast brought this name to Briton)  
 

¶ Blomley R. Crofts Bank Road 

This butchery was another who plied trade along Crofts Bank in 1900, his speciality was lamb.  
 

¶ Blossom Row. Chadwick Lane. 

Thatched roofing was the feature of this small row of terraced housing c.1800 which was a 
neighbour to the Queens Terrance. Blossom went c.1950. 
 
 
 
 



 

¶ Bluebell Woods. 

Every town has its Bluebell Woods and reference has been found for several around Urmston. One proven area 
was that of Booth's Hollow which could be found close to the canal at Woodsend. It is backed up by photographic 
evidence of the Bluebells in full bloom. 
 

¶ Blytheôs Farm. Urmston Meadows 

Suggested is that this farm run by George Blythe was the last for the particular era to operate down the Meadows. A large pig farm 
breeding and supplying into the late 1950ôs it was most likely the end to such ventures in this field. 
 

¶ Boanes.  

John Hyde of Flixton in 1684 leased land called the Boanes. The Lessee was named Richard Smith but where this land or homestead 
was to be found is unknown. It has been confirmed that Boanes was actually a field naming. 
 

¶ Boat Lane.  

The lane was a short strip of road which led to the ferry at Irlam and the Manchester Ship Canal. 
 

¶ Boat Lane Farm. Irlam Road. 
The farm c.1830 had a close proximity to the canal and sat north to the end of Irlam Road or Boat Lane as it was called then. William 

Booth retired from farming at this address in 1893. William Warburton took possession for 1904 as farmer of this land. Some detail of 
the farm appeared in 1942 it was more of a small holding having only 41/2 acres, a new farm house was built in 1938. 
 

¶ Bobby Belisha.   

Approximately 1940 the imminent introduction of Belisha beacon crossings to Urmston prompted 
a tour of schools in the area of a robot called Bobby. The local constabulary used this tool to 
educate children on the use of the crossings. The Zebra Crossing was introduced to compliment 
the beacon in 1951 often accompanied by the figures known as óLolly Popô Ladies. One such lady, 
Angela Morton, has just retired from her patch in Davyhulme. Starting in 1989 she worked the 
crossing for twenty years faithfully seeing the children there across the road. (2009) 

 

¶ Bodlondeb. Goldsworthy Road 

This odd sounding place was the last house in the road when it was a no through way. There were only eight homes in 1901 this one 
was on the west side and had Robert Ellis Roberts living in it. 

 

¶ Bold and Sons. Higher Road      

 
For many years this was the only place in Urmston where one could hire a car. A small garage on Higher Road 
and beside the first Victoria Hotel, it had one petrol pump. The garage and its associate bicycle shop were lost 
along with the Victoria Hotel, razed for commercial use. 
 

¶ Bole. (Kevin) Urmston 

As a Stretford based artist Kevin has fashioned a name in the art world following this with the opening of a local craft shop on Flixton 
Road which passed under the name of The Winky Bird. 
 

¶ Bole Hill. 12-22 Carrington Road Flixton 

On the north side of the road this six homed terrace faced Stocks House and ended at Victoria Avenue. Close 
enough to be nominated as being part of the Village. Possibly one of the several terraces that the Royleôs had 
built along the Carrington way c.1890. (A Bole is óa colour representing that of a tree trunkô according to old 
English)      
                                                                                                                                                    

¶ Bonnie Prince. 

A romantic notion has been put forward that the old Barton Bridge was destroyed to stop 
Bonnie Prince Charlie from crossing over it on his way to the south. After taking Carlisle in 
1745 he did reach Derby via Manchester but it was unlikely a detour was taken to visit the 
Urmston district. The bridge was still being used in 1776 when the Bridgewater Canal was 
completed and replaced it. 
  

¶ Booth Drive. Davyhulme 

More than likely named from the Booth Farm that was in the area it has 31 homes. 
 

¶ Boothôs Farm. Irlam Road 

James Booth farmed here until he retired in 1880 he then handed it down to William Booth who continued with the practice who 
eventually retired himself. When William was there in 1904 it was called Booth Lea. Found too are Timothy and Thomas Booth farming 

down Woodsend at varied locales. Attached to the farm was a breeder of dogs passing under the name of Booth's Lea Kennels it was 
run by R. H. Voss in 1942. As a family the Booth's had farmed the area since c.1700. 
 

¶ Borland and Son. W. J. Atkinson Road 

A company operating along here in 1947, they were French Polishers by trade and did refurbishing to furniture of all kinds. 
 

¶ Borrowdale. Roseneath Road 
On the east side at No. 132 this house for 1901 had a resident of John Gooden. 

 



 

¶ Bosdin Roadôs East and West. Flixton   

So far only one named home has been located for this road. Called Lincluden it was to be found on Bosdin west in 1946 a semi 
numbered as 3. The famous local name of Bosdin Leech springs to mind here. The east side has 26 residential properties while the 
west only had 8. 

 

¶ Bottomôs Path.   

As a public footpath commonly known as the cinder track, it follows the railway from Flixton Railway Station to Penny Lane and 
alongside the municipal golf course. 1827 saw conflict with the local Squire over rights to this and the public won the battle. The word 
Bottom refers to a field location and not a personal name connected to this court room dispute. The court case of Bottoms was long and 
drawn out, far too much to include here. Basically the squire didnôt want the public to walk along or around his fields but the pathways in 
this region were created long before farming took place and the courts decided they were rights of way for all time. 

 

¶  Boundary.   

The subject of Urmstonôs boundaries arises from time to time. There is no real answer to the question as it all 
depends on the year that is requested. Survey maps show different locations as the years moved on, albeit small 
changes. For many years the River Irwell marked a boundary but this was abolished after the canal was built 
thus, for example, some early versions included large parts of Irlam around the area of the ferry. By the time the 
canal was done Irlam had gained 114 acres from Flixton. Political boundaries have also changed many times. 
Roughly, Princess Road divides Urmston from Flixton and Moorside Road splits Flixton from Davyhulme. The 
line at Stretford was drawn after Firwood Avenue. (There used to be a phone booth at that point) 

 

¶ Bowdon View. Chassen Road  

A pair of old houses that still stand today situated on the renamed Shaw Road. They also had a name change 
as today Bowden is the calling. The original brick finish to the exterior has been coated over. At home here for 

1901 were Elijah Nuttall who worked as an Overlooker and Mrs. Ann Knight was a Weaver. 
                                                                                                                         

¶ Bowers Avenue. Davyhulme 

A count of 34 homes gives rise to this avenue which runs alongside the Trafford General. (The avenue is named after Isobel Bowers of 
Davyhulme Hall) 
 

¶ Bowfell Road. Flixton 

Bowfell and its linking road Hayswater were built to carry traffic with ease from Barton Bridge through to Carrington Bridge. Prior to 
1937 there wasn't a direct connection to provide this important throughway. Brooklyn appeared around 1940 on this roadway. Of the 38 
properties here 34 are residential with 7 of these as flats. The road leads off with an Ambulance Station and includes a Leisure Center.   
 

¶ Bowfell Circle.  

As a circle it played host to many amenities, The Curzon, Urmston Baths, and just to one side the Princess 
Rooms. Urmston boasts other circles of a similar type, Davyhulme, Woodsend, Moss Vale, and Hayswater. The 
Circle originated with the road in1937. (Bowfell is known for its Lake District calling)  
 

¶ Bowkerôs Fields.   

Land found at Marlborough and Moorside Roads. They were named after the Bowker family who had a home there. Bowker Avenue 
exists close to this point but is hardly recognisable being very short unpaved and hidden away. 
 

¶ Bowling.                                                   

Bowling has been a major pastime for many but as the greens disappear it has lost some of its popularity. Many public houses that 
used to cater to the sport have been persuaded to develop them into parking space or other use. Parks are 
now becoming the only source like as at Davyhulme. It is likely the oldest around is at the Roebuck Hotel. 
(Unconfirmed) Several clubs and associations have added their own for their members. The latest to fall is at 
the Gladstone Building which housed the Liberal Club on Station Road now the club has been sold for 
redevelopment the green is likely to follow. For locals, Trafford has four municipal greens, Abbotsfield, 
(Chassen Park) Golden Hill Park, Humphrey Park, and Davyhulme Park. 

 

¶ Bradbury Drapers. Flixton Road  

 
Sitting on the corner of Winifred Road this 1910 shop was possibly selling Children's clothing as it advertised for 
Little Wonders. 
 
 

 

¶ Bradshaw Bridge.                                                                                                                                                      Bradshaw 

As was the case with many of the railway bridges this one was only made for light traffic. It 
connects Railway Road to Higher Road c.1873. Its original intent was access for farm traffic to 
pass over the rail line and today it is restricted for pedestrian use. The Cheshire Lines Company 
wanted to close the pathway and pull down the bridge in 1886 but the local Highway Board said 
they would re open it if the threat was carried out. Why this bridge carries the name of Bradshaw 
is a mystery when all others are known by the road they cross. A realistic naming would come 
from George Bradshaw's Railway Guide, a time table for all rail travel.            

    
 
                                                                                                                                                                               



 

¶ Braddon Avenue. Urmston  

Only 10 dwellings make up Braddon which was developed around 1928. It sits off Derby Road. (A Braddon translates into a óBroad 
Hillsideô in both Irish and English) 
 

¶ Bradfield Road. Urmston 

Once called Chadwick Lane, it was home to some very old housing most of which has been removed during its redevelopment, this 
came around 1935 and it now has 71 properties 68 of these are residential. For current times only one carries a name, that of Birch 
House. (Bradfield originates from Suffolk. Lords of the Manor there held ancient seats) 
 

¶ Braemar. Spennithorne Road 
Along with the neighbour of Silverdale this home was not to be found listed in directories for the early years. 

Through to 1911 only five houses are recorded and these were not among them. It is reasonable to suggest they 
may have been changed from their original calling as they date architecturally from that period. 
 

¶ Braemar. 28 Irlam Road 

The date of 1947 brought this house into notice, a large four bed roomed semidetached with a porch and hall, two entertaining rooms, a 
kitchen that had a bungalow range, scullery, larder and coal-place. 
 

¶ Braemar Avenue. Flixton 

The 40 homes, that complete this avenue, sit along one of the lost footpaths of Flixton. A portion of the Penny Lane that went from 
Church Road to the bridge is now the divide to the golf course. (Braemar is of Scottish origin) 
 

¶ Bransford Road. Davyhulme 

Even numbers 2-14 make up this small road. (Bransford is an old Staffordshire name) 
 

¶ Brantwood. Flixton Road (South) 
The tenant for here in 1901 was James Uttley Fielden. This is a semidetached with Mossfield as its 

neighbour. The house was the closest to the Hughenden but built slightly before it arrived to the road.  
 

¶ Braunoak. Western Road 
The 1897 brown Oak was supporting the east side and Ralph Cowap. There was a Welsh named mate to the 
partnership that of Ty-Llwyd. 

 
 
 

¶ Brecon Avenue. Flixton 

Close to Woodsend Primary School the avenue has odd numbered homes of 1-15. (Brecon has Welsh origin) 
 

¶ Bremen Lodge. Church Road (as at 1901-1911) 

Sarah Ann McGowan was living here in 1901 but this 1890 detached home was the closest to the newer Warbrick Drive of recent 
years. (Bremen has German origin) 
 

¶ Brentwood. Church Road 
In a group close to Cambridge Road Brentwood was coupled with Elm Wood. At this locale, the right hand 

home was occupied by George Thomas Langston in 1911. 
 

¶ Brentwood. Moss Road 

Brentwood had seven bedrooms and three living rooms. All modern conveniences with a greenhouse and conservatory, this was for 
1897. Henry Nall was the homes early 1900ôs owner. This old home sat next to a well known landmark that of Stansfieldôs possibly one 
of the smallest shops in Urmston. The house was lost to the Moss Vale Road re-alignment scheme formed by the motorway. 
 

¶ Brentwood. Victoria Road 
William Houldsworth was the home owner on the east side for 1901. Ivydene was its partner. 

 

¶ Brentwood Avenue. Westbourne Road 
Numbered as north1-7 and south 2-8, 1908 saw this developing street arise. (This naming is a corruption of óBurning Woodô) 

 

¶ Briar Cottage. Davyhulme Road 
The Spittall's lived here as at 1894 and the cottage was number 84. (North side) 

 

¶ Briar Close. Flixton 

The close which sits behind the Garrick and off Brook Road has 12 homes to its name. (The Briar is described as a óthorny plantô but a 
nicer way of its recognition is Heather) 
 

¶ Bridgewater.                                                                                                               Francis Egerton 1736-1803 

As early as1675 there was a bridge over the River Irwell called Brindleyôs Stone Bridge. The 3
rd

 Duke of Bridgewater, 
Francis Egerton, decided that it was possible to dig a canal that could carry barges across the Irwell from Leigh to 
Runcorn. This was in1761but for that year it only went as far as Stretford; later the canal was open and finally 
completed to its full length in1776.   
 
                                                                                                                                                   



 

¶ Bridgewater Circle. Dumplington  

Another newer circle installed on Trafford Boulevard which links to Redclyffe Circle at Barton Road.   
 

¶ Brickfield. Flixton 

A house carrying this name is recorded in the census of 1851. No street address was given. 
 

¶ Bridgenorth Avenue.  Urmston 

Up until 1935 this was called Highfield Avenue. There 3 flats registered here and one abode as the road wends its way close to the 
school. 

¶ Bridle Close. Flixton 

With no number one, the Close follows with 2-10. 
 

¶ Brickhillôs Cottage. Woodsend Road                   

As a local undertaker and funeral service c.1930, Brickellôs worked from the vicinity of the Union Cottages at 
Woodsend close to the Flixton Union. Edwin Brickhill of 1880, relationship unknown, was a wheelwright also 
working from the Woodsend Road area. Two floors made up their cottage which was plastered white and had a 
thatched roof.  
 

¶ Bricks and Beams. 

Mosedale Brick works wasnôt the first brick maker in Flixton that honour goes to a company called Coupe who 
was utilizing the local clay there for several years. Bricks were also made over at Newcroft where a works was 
established next to the Hall. A fourth brick works has been traced to Cob Kiln Lane detail is unknown. When 
Urmston Hall was demolished in 1937 the bricks and beams were removed and utilized to build a house on 
Carlton Crescent. Beams in general could have arrived from the local sawmill of Spark's. Exploratory results 
show no actual brick called an Urmston or Flixton. 

 

¶ Brierfield. Flixton Road (South) 
James MacMuun was homeowner for 1901. Partnered with Thornfield this pair still support their named gate 

posts as they sit directly across from Newton Road. 
 

¶ Brighton Avenue. Off Woodsend Road  

Sometime between 1901 and 1903 the avenue appeared with 9 residences. It had doubled in size through to 
1911. Today as 2010 there are 22 properties there. 
 

¶ Brighton Grove. Off Woodsend Road 

Along with the avenue this Grove arrived and housed 10 families. In neither the Grove nor the Avenue places were not named for this 
year. Building along here began around 1898.     
                                                                                                                 

¶ Brindleys Aqueduct.   

 
Built in c.1761 it was the original route for shipping over the River Irwell. Brindleys was a 
solid stone, arched structure that carried water. The aqueduct got its name from James 
Brindley 1716-1772 who was the engineer hired to complete the canal. The Barton swing 
bridge and aqueduct complex replaced it. 
 
James Brindley     

 
¶ Britannia. Flixton Road                                                                

The Whitegates Tavern c.1950 traded under the better known name of the Britannia Inn. This was until 
2004 now another local bar has occupancy. This was first of two premises for the local gas showroom in 
earlier days and before, it the showroom, was moved to Station Road. The current owner Clarinbridge 
Pub Company renovated in 2000 with the pledge to retain its heritage.  
 

¶ British & Argentine Meat Co.   

This company operated from 52 Flixton Road in 1926. 
 

¶ British Legion (Urmston)   

The Legion was to be found in the building that now houses the indoor portion of Urmston Market on Railway Road. 
Subject to confirmation it is now associated with the J. Alker Hall. 
 

¶ Broadlea. 5 Crofts Bank Road 

The 1889 building sat next to Woodlands on the old section of the road. For many years, until 1956, it served as a club house called the 
Broadlea Labour Club. Alongside was the actual four bed roomed house with Jeffrey Swire as the owner for 1894-1901. This land is 
now a road called Broadlea as everything has been removed. 
 

¶ Broadlea. Urmston 
A side road off Old Crofts Bank created from the site of the house called Broadlea has 12 buildings where No.13 is omitted. (A Broad 

Lea is generally known as a Meadow)  
 
 
 


